
In 2022-2023, school systems will have the opportunity to join the optional K-2 Learning Year: Phase I. The learning year
is optional and open to anyone who serves students in grades K-2. To participate, school systems should plan to
implement the CLASS® or NIET tools to observe teachers. Participants would be expected to use either tool to observe
the participating teachers once in the fall and once in the spring.

In the current accountability proposal to BESE, either CLASS® or NIET would be used as a score in a Classroom Quality
indicator. With this proposal, the Classroom Quality Indicator would count for a portion of the K-2 School Performance
Score.

Logistics for K-2 Learning Year: Phase I
You will gain access to the K-2 Portal at the beginning of August. We will require you to enter observation data into the
portal once in the fall and once in the spring annually for the teachers and classrooms participating in the learning year.
These scores will automatically be transferred to CIS, so you only have to enter data once.  Biweekly, we will host an
office hours call where we will have topics that range from support to PD. Each meeting will also include the opportunity
to ask any questions in general about K-2.

Am I required to use CLASS® or NIET rubrics for Teacher Evaluation?
No, you are not required to use CLASS® or NIET for the professional practice portion of teacher evaluation. You are
welcome to use a separate evaluation rubric, but if you are participating in the Learning Year: Phase I, you will have to
use both to observe teachers.

Do I need to submit a waiver to use the CLASS® or NIET rubrics for Teacher Evaluation?
No, you do not need to submit a waiver. For more information about the shift in teacher evaluation, please see the K-2
Teacher Accountability 1-pager.

Do all of my schools have to participate in the Learning Year: Phase I if our system opts in?
No, not all schools have to participate. You are welcome to select certain schools to participate in the K-2 Learning Year:
Phase I.

Do all of the teachers/classrooms at a school have to participate in the Learning Year: Phase I if our system
opts in?
No, not all teachers or classrooms have to participate. You are welcome to select certain teachers/classrooms to
participate in the K-2 Learning Year: Phase I.

How do we track the data and observations?
Once you email accountability@la.gov, you will be considered a part of the K-2 Learning Year: Phase I and in August of
2022, you will be granted access to the K-2 Portal. More information about the K-2 Portal is available in the
Accountability Library and linked as the K-2 Portal User Guide.

In addition, LDOE Is working with NIET and Teachstone to ensure that schools have one entry of data by automating the
process of pulling scores from the NIET and Teachstone portals into the K-2 Portal directly. More information will be
released by the vendors as the projects progress.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/2022-2023-k-2-teacher-professional-practice.pdf?sfvrsn=96126518_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/2022-2023-k-2-teacher-professional-practice.pdf?sfvrsn=96126518_4
mailto:accountability@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/accountability
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/k-2-portal-user-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=b9246418_2


Shadow Scoring
Shadow scoring by local observers is a recommended practice to ensure fidelity and reliability to the tool. You should
follow guidance for conducting shadow scoring based on the provider you have selected. In addition, Early Childhood has
created and published A Guide for Shadow Scoring CLASS® Observations that is available for reference.

Scheduling Observations
School systems should develop a written plan to ensure they have all sites and the teachers for each site, with correct
grade levels, entered in the K-2 Portal and have a schedule for completing local observations for each observation period.
As participants of the K-2 Learning Year: Phase I, LDOE requires that all sites and classrooms are entered in the portal by
September 30 in order to ensure appropriate Third Party Coverage and general support. School systems should establish
a process to review observer schedules for schedule conflict, conflicts of interest, or other concerns, and make
adjustments that are communicated to observers and sites.

School systems should establish a process to contact sites to determine the optimal learning time during which to
conduct observations. Sites should contact the school system or the observer with any events that would preclude an
observation no later than one week before the scheduled timeframe of the observation.

Observation results must be entered in the K-2 Portal within ten days after the visit occurs.

Observer Qualifications for NIET and CLASS
All observers should follow the guidelines for certified observers developed by the providers.

Observers vs. Evaluators
Both observers and evaluators must be certified by the provider of the observation tool. Observations completed for the
K-2 Learning Year: Phase I may be completed by either a certified observer or the evaluator. If the evaluator conducts the
observation, it may be used for evaluation but should follow all guidance set forth in Bulletin 139, §311.

Observations: Corrections and Appeals
Error corrections that are not based on scores can be made directly in the K-2 Portal by the observer. To submit a request
for a score correction, school leaders and observers can submit requests via the K-2 Portal directly starting in the fall.
Appeals for Third Party Observations can be submitted by the School System on the K-2 Portal*. (*Note: Third Party
observations are conducted to ensure local reliability for the 2022-2023 school year. There is no use in accountability or
evaluation for these scores.)

Third Party Observations

Will Third Party observations take place during the K-2 Learning Year: Phase I?

Yes, Third Party observations will take place from September 20, 2022-May 15, 2023. They will take place for systems
implementing both CLASS® and NIET. Third Party observations are conducted to ensure local reliability for the 2022-2023
school year. These scores are not used for accountability or for teacher evaluation.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/guide-for-shadow-scoring-class-observations.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/conflict-of-interest.pdf?sfvrsn=71b38c1f_6


Literacy Screener

When will we have access to the statewide literacy screener and when will it first be administered?

At this time, the literacy screener is still a part of the RFP process and no decisions have been finalized. LDOE anticipates
sharing more information in the fall and intends to have a secure administration in Spring 2023.

Are there additional assessment requirements for those participating in K-2 Learning Year: Phase I?
No, there are no additional assessment requirements for schools and systems participating in K-2 Learning Year: Phase I.
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