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BESE approved the inclusion of African-American studies to the matrix
previously approved by BESE/BOR for the purpose of eligibility requirements
for an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors Award beginning with
graduates during or after the 2021-2022 school year. The inclusion of
African-American studies will fulfill the TOPS University requirement of four
units of social studies.

TOPS University Updates

Please email meredith.mcgovern@la.gov for support.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/tops-university-course-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=18be8f1f_49
mailto:meredith.mcgovern@la.gov
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The Board of Regents extended the Interim Dual Enrollment Admissions policy for the 2021-22 
and 2022-23 academic years. Under the emergency policy, which was passed last year by the 
Board of Regents in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, students who wish to enroll in dual 
enrollment classes may enroll if they meet the following criteria:

• A minimum 2.5 cumulative high school GPA, as determined by the high school  and 
subject-specific demonstration of readiness in Mathematics (for mathematics and science 
courses) or English (for English, foreign language, history, social science, humanities, or arts 
survey courses) through either: Subject-specific minimum scores on any assessment listed 
in Academic Affairs Policy 2.22 (see table page 2) OR;

• Counselor recommendation based on overall student performance and grade trends in the 
subject 

Dual Enrollment Policy Update

Please email meredith.mcgovern@la.gov for support.

https://regents.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Interim-Dual-Enrollment-Policy-Appr-28-April-2021-to-AY-2022-23-1.pdf
https://regents.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Interim-Dual-Enrollment-Policy-Appr-28-April-2021-to-AY-2022-23-1.pdf
https://regents.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Interim-Dual-Enrollment-Policy-Appr-28-April-2021-to-AY-2022-23-1.pdf
https://regents.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Interim-Dual-Enrollment-Policy-Appr-28-April-2021-to-AY-2022-23-1.pdf
mailto:meredith.mcgovern@la.gov
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School systems may award a Community Service 
Diploma Endorsement to freshmen entering high 
school in the 2013-2014 school year and beyond 
completing a total of 80 hours of community service in 
ninth through twelfth grade providing opportunities to 
apply academic learning to real life events.

Students may earn service hours identified in the 
Community Service Diploma Endorsement Categories.  
The Community Service Opportunities document lists 
ways to earn service hours while maintaining safety 
measures.

Community Service Diploma Endorsement

Please email megan.thompson2@la.gov for support.

Grade Community Service Hours

9

Student works towards 
earning service hours.

10

11

12

Total 80

https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRQLCQ55C613/$file/AGII_B741_0820.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-categories-with-descriptions-and-examples-of-non-profits.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-opportunities.pdf?sfvrsn=4ba36718_2
mailto:megan.thompson2@la.gov
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Logistics

Who Action Step

Student
Completes service hours and documents efforts on the Community Service 

Endorsement Documentation Form.

School
Uses the Community Service Diploma Endorsement Tracking Form to summarize 

the student efforts. Documentation is housed at the local level.

School
Uses code "C1" in STS to document the student has met the Community Service 

Endorsement requirement.

School

Orders the Community Service Seals yearly using the electronic Diploma Order 

Form shared via the Department Newsletter. Orders should align with the number 

earned by students shown in STS.

Please email megan.thompson2@la.gov for support.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-student-documentation-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-tracking-form.pdf?sfvrsn=74ca851f_8
mailto:megan.thompson2@la.gov
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2022-2023 FAFSA Kick-Off

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opened on October 1.  
Completing the application early is imperative to ensure students get the 
maximum aid available to them.  Schools/school systems can get live, phone 
or online assistance with FAFSA completion events from the Department.  
FAFSA completion or having a waiver on file is a requirement for graduation.  
Students who are not in compliance are not counted in the graduation 
cohort.

Please email ldefinancialaid@la.gov for more information or to set up an assistance visit.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov
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13Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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College Credit Goals and Recommendations

The Board of Regents and 
Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education have 
a joint goal that beginning 
with the freshman class of 
2025 all Louisiana public 
high school graduates will 
complete high school with 
college credit (academic 
and/or career-technical), a 
postsecondary credential of 
value or both.

The Dual Enrollment Task 
Force recommended each 
high school student have 
the opportunity to enroll in 
at least four dual 
enrollment courses before 
graduation, and that the 
accountability system 
provide corresponding 
incentives that reflect the 
need for career and college 
readiness.

The Louisiana Legislature
stressed through ACT 204 
of the 2020 Regular 
Legislative Session that  
“the availability of dual 
enrollment, Advanced 
Placement, International 
Baccalaureate courses, or 
any combination thereof, in 
core academic areas in all 
high schools is critical.”

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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Dual Diploma Attainment

Associate degree opportunities for high school students have been 
underutilized in Louisiana. While the number of school systems offering an 
associate’s degree program in high school has increased, the number of 
students taking advantage of this opportunity remains small. Graduation 
cohort data from 2019 shows that only 159 out of 42,650 graduates earned 
both a high school diploma and an associate degree upon graduation from 
high school.

With the appropriate collaboration, structures, incentives and frameworks in 
place, we believe there is room to increase this opportunity for all Louisiana 
students. 

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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Fast Forward Overview

Fast Forward is a program which will allow students to earn either a Jump Start TOPS 
Tech Career Diploma or a TOPS University Diploma while dually earning an associate 
degree or participating in a Louisiana Workforce Commission recognized pre-
apprenticeship or apprenticeship that either prepares graduates for career or continuing 
postsecondary education.  

In this program, students spend the majority of grades 9 and 10 on the high school 
campus earning core graduation requirements.  In grades 11 and 12 they spend the 
majority of time on the postsecondary campus or postsecondary accredited site on a high 
school campus dually enrolled in courses to complete graduation requirements as well as 
earning an associate degree or participating in a pre-apprenticeship or apprenticeship 
opportunity.  

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/fast-forward
https://www.laworks.net/apprenticeship/app_mainmenu.asp
mailto:someone@la.gov
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Planning Grants

Grants funded by the Louisiana Department of Education and Board of 
Regents were awarded in each Regional Labor Market Area (RLMA) to 
kick start this initiative.  Lead school systems met with other interested 
school systems, economic development organizations, business and 
industry partners and postsecondary institutions in the region to develop 
pathway frameworks approved by BESE in June. 39 pathways were 
developed in the 8 RLMAs based on future job forecasting for each 
region. These pathways are approved for statewide use with the 
approved postsecondary and apprenticeship organizations.

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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Approved Pathways

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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Approved Pathways

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov
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Approved Pathways

Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov for support.

mailto:someone@la.gov


21

Next Steps

• Monthly meetings with grant recipients to get updates on implementation 
and offer technical assistance with any perceived barriers 

• Fast Forward implementation webinars for schools/school systems 
interested in adopting an approved pathway or developing a new pathway

• Technical support for any interested school/school system

For assistance with anything related to Fast Forward or links to monthly 
regional technical assistance sessions, please contact 
stephanie.marcum@la.gov.

mailto:stephanie.marcum@la.gov
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Jump Start 2.0

● Updated Fact Sheets
● Save the Date: 2022 Jump Start Convention

■ January 25, 2022
■ Raising Cane’s River Center; Baton Rouge
■ A curated series of sessions will be livestreamed 
■ Registration opens October 26
■ Hotel blocks have been secured at nearby hotels

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/jump-start-fact-sheets
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The Louisiana High School Planning Guidebook consolidates policies and 
programs and provides educators with the resources they need to ensure all 
students are successful—from the time they arrive on the high school 
campus until the day they graduate.

Updates to the 2021-2022 edition include the addition of an African 
American History course and the inclusion of LWC information on high-wage, 
high-demand jobs. Visit louisianabelieves.com for all of the Department’s 
Guidebooks, including the 2022-2023 School System Planning Guidebook.

High School Planning Guide Updates

Email leslie.gilliland@la.gov with questions about the High School Planning Guidebook.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=1fbd831f_56
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=1fbd831f_56
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=1fbd831f_56
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/louisianas-school-system-planning-guide.pdf
mailto:leslie.gilliland@la.gov
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A quality individual graduation plan (IGP) is a crucial part of every Louisiana 
student’s journey toward graduation. To support this important work, the 
Department has dedicated incentive funds for school systems to scale 
initiatives previously reserved only for schools with intervention labels: 

• Individualized Graduation Plans 
• High-Quality Curriculum
• School Improvement Best Practices
• School Support Institutes

IGP Updates and Opportunities: Background

Email leslie.gilliland@la.gov with questions about IGP policy and student planning partnership opportunities.

mailto:leslie.gilliland@la.gov
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Support partners collaborate with schools and school systems to identify the 
services that best meet their needs. Possible activities for individual 
graduation planning partners include

• consulting with the school leadership team to support a 
comprehensive program;

• providing professional development to strengthen knowledge of the 
IGP process;

• working directly with students to complete and maintain IGPs; 
• creating and/or streamlining IGP processes.

Individual Student Planning partners support school counselors.

Planning Partner Activities
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• Counselor Support Library

• Individual Graduation Plan fillable form

• IGP and Diploma Pathway Selection Guidance Document

• 2021 IGP Webinar - Spring PDF

• Student Planning Partners Guide

• High School Planning Guidebook

IGP Updates and Opportunities: Resources

Please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov for IGP support.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/counselor-toolbox-library
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation-plan-igp.pdf?sfvrsn=42068c1f_56
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation-plan-guidance-resource.pdf?sfvrsn=22208c1f_22
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation-plan-guidance-resource.pdf?sfvrsn=22208c1f_22
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2021-igp-webinar---spring.pdf?sfvrsn=57e76718_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/student-planning-partners.pdf?sfvrsn=865a9b1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=1fbd831f_52
mailto:leslie.gilliland@la.gov
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Presentation from Timberly Deville.

Youth Challenge Program
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Service Matters! Winning Matters!

UNITED STATES ARMY RECRUITING COMMAND

Battalion

Command Sergeant Major

CSM Jennifer A. Shoats

Battalion 

Commander

LTC Christopher Garvin

19-21 OCT 2021

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

Battalion

Education Services Specialist

Mona Tate



EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

• March2Success
• Career Exploration Program / Post Test Interpretation (CEP PTI)
• Concurrent Admissions Program (ConAp)
• National Education Tour 

• Fort Benning, GA
• June 2022











SUCCESS STORIES

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

success
this place has helped me inprove 10 times in math i had a 65% last year and it hurt me bad now i have an 85% in math 
and my parents are happy and i am happy and i just want to say this is one of the best things that ever happened.

March2Success (Rushyendranath Reddy Nalamalapu, MS)
Using this software has boosted my confidence in achieving a higher score on the ACT.

(Josh, 10th grade, TX)
My JROTC instructor said this would improve my SAT/ACT scores dramatically. End Result: They Did

(Jeremy, MS)
I believe this site will contribute to my improvement on the ACT test.

Success
March 2 succes really helped me with some of the problems I needed help with. March 2 succes is a great offer to all 
students. If you never gave it a try, you should try it, you will love it , and it will give you lots of help in the areas you 
need help in. GIVE IT A TRY!

This program is helping me a great deal and it made me smarter than i was before. Now that ive taken these practice 
tests i'm more than ready to take the real ones



CAREER EXPLORATION PROGRAM / 
POST TEST INTERPRETATION (CEP 

PTI)

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

• Validated aptitude test and interest assessment. 
• Results used to guide career exploration using our career 

planning tools



CONCURRENT ADMISSIONS 
PROGRAM (CONAP)

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

• Partnership between Army and 1900 participating colleges
• Link future soldier with college at enlistment
• Increase enlistment of college capable individuals
• Emphasis on local colleges
• Steps

• College Referral and Intent to Enroll Form
• College acknowledges and sends information



CONCURRENT ADMISSIONS 
PROGRAM (CONAP)

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY

HERZING COLLEGE NEW ORLEANS CAMPUS

ITI TECHNICAL COLLEGE

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY-ALEXANDRIA

LOUISIANA TECHNICAL COLLEGE-NORTHEAST LA

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY IN NEW ORLEANS

MCNEESE STATE UNIVERSITY

NICHOLLS STATE UNIVERSITY

NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY OF 

LOUISIANA

NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY-LEESVILLE

OUR LADY OF HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AND A & M COLLEGE-

BATON ROUGE

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT LAFAYETTE

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT MONROE

VIRGINIA COLLEGE-BOSSIER
VIRGINIA COLLEGE-BATON ROUGE CAMPUS



Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

ATTENTION EDUCATORS!!

Announcing the 2022 US Army Educators’ Tour!

Tuesday, June 2022 –thru- Friday, June 2022

Visit Fort Benning, Georgia and the US Army Maneuver Center of 

Excellence, the US Army Armor School, and the US Army Infantry School

Transportation Provided & Hotel Accommodations Reimbursed!



EDUCATOR TOUR

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

During this tour, participants will:
⮚Learn first hand about the many careers, training, and educational 

opportunities available in the Army

⮚Observe state-of-the-art educational facilities that employ 

interactive simulations to train and educate Soldiers

⮚Experience the Army through interaction with high-tech virtual 

experiences, real-world technologies and actual Soldiers

⮚See, touch, and learn firsthand what it means to be a Soldier, 

including the many high-tech aspects of the Army

⮚Learn about the Army’s free educational resources to support your 

students and your school’s curriculum



EDUCATOR TOUR

You’ll also have an opportunity to…

Operate equipment & talk with real Soldiers

About their Army experience

As a guest of the Army, transportation is provided 

Hotel accommodations will be reimbursed and per-diem given for meals

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion



POINTS OF CONTACT

Baton Rouge Recruiting Battalion

Lt Col Christopher Garvin, Commander
Office:  225-768-7668     Cell:  3317-251-2196

christopher.j.garvin.mil@mail.mil

SGM Jennifer Shoats, Command Sergeant Major
Office:  225-767-7390     Cell:  504-296-8042

jennifer.a.shoats.mil@mail.mil

Ms. Mona Tate, Education Services Officer
Office:  225-769-1038     Cell:  225-226-0342 ramona.g.tate.civ@mail.mil

CPT Ryan Williams, Baton Rouge Company Commander
504-813-4163 ryan.j.williams54.mil@army.mil

CPT Deanna Cass, New Orleans Company Commander
225-590-1037 deanna.c.cass.mil@army.mil

CPT Paxton Haydel, Lafayette Company Company Commander
504-813-5364 paxton.m.haydel.mil@army.mil

mailto:christopher.j.garvin.mil@mail.mil
mailto:Jennifer.a.shoats.mil@mail.mil
mailto:ramona.g.tate.civ@mail.mil
mailto:ryan.j.williams54.mil@army.mil
mailto:deanna.c.cass.mil@army.mil
mailto:paxton.m.haydel.mil@army.mil


ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS?



Questions
and

Conclusions
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Contact the LDOE Office of Career and College Readiness 

Dual Enrollment; Advanced Placement collegereadiness@la.gov

Graduation Requirements;  General Information highschoolacademics@la.gov

Jump Start jumpstart@la.gov

Financial Aid Policy; FAFSA Assistance ldefinancialaid@la.gov

Pupil Progression Plans PPP@la.gov

Supplemental Course Academy/Course Choice SCA@la.gov

mailto:collegereadiness@la.gov
mailto:highschoolacademics@la.gov
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov
mailto:PPP@la.gov
mailto:SCA@la.gov

