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[bookmark: _3gfizcdub5x1]Phonics Continuum

	Inflectional Endings
	-ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed (/d/, /t/, /ed/) 

	Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
	ch, ph, sh, th, wh

	Consonant Digraphs (ending)
	-ch, -ck, -dge, -ng, -sh, -tch, -th

	Consonant Blends (beginning)
	br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr
bl, cl, fl, gl, pl
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw
scr, spl, spr, squ, str

	Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)
	nap/kin, pic/nik, but/ton

	Consonant Blends (ending)
	ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

	Long Vowel/Silent e
	a in made, i in site, o in tote, u in use

	Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
	soft c, soft g, qu, x  (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

	Other Beginnings, Other Endings
	wr-, kn-, gn (gnat, sign) -mb, -mn

	Vowel Digraphs (long)
	ai, ay, ei, ea, ey
oa, oe, ow, ou, ew
ee, ea, ei, ie, ey
ie, ye

	Vowel Digraphs (other)
	ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui
oo, ou
au, aw

	R- or L- Controlled
	er, ir, or, ur, ar, al

	Vowel Diphthongs
	oi, oy, ou, ow

	Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)
	pre/vent, pro/gram, va/cate








Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _fqzaru37nimh]Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

She was named Omakayas, or Little Frog, because her first step was a hop. 			14

She grew into a nimble young girl of seven winters, 						24

a thoughtful girl with shining brown eyes and a wide grin, 					35

only missing her two top front teeth. She touched her upper lip.					47

She still wasn’t used to those teeth gone, and was impatient for new, 				60

grown-up teeth to complete her smile. Just like her namesake, 					70

Omakayas now stard long at the silky patch of bog before she gathered 				83

herself and jumped. On hummock. Safety. Omakayas sprang wide again.				93

This time she landed on the very tip-top of a pointed old stump. 					106

She balanced there, looking all around. 								112

The lagoon water moved in sparkling crescents. 							119

Thick swales of swamp grass rippled. Mud turtles napped in the sun.				131

 The world was so calm that Omakayas could hear herself blink. 					142











Day 2: Lesson
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

walk  		stand		arm		skid		  orange		old
walked	standing	arms  		skidded	  oranges		older
































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

	Native Americans and global explorers shaped the foundations of the United States. Global explorers settled in the United States. Many settlers moved to areas where Native Americans lived. 
 Some settlers interacted with the Native Americans by trading for furs. The settlers went to the island one day and found many of the Anishinabe people were sick from smallpox. One settler saw a baby that was still alive on the island and decided to rescue the baby. The man sent his wife Tallow to save the baby. Tallow was known to have a bad temper, but to have great courage. She was the right person for the job.


















Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

· The tired men who had come there to pick up furs from the Anishinabe people stood uneasily on the rocky shore.
· Her tiny dress of good blue wool was embroidered with white beads and ribbons, and her new makazins were carefully sewn. 
· The trilling, rippling sweetness of their songs contrasted strangely with the silent horror below. 
· He shivered a little as he thought of her.
· She touched her upper lip.	


















Day 5: Quick Check
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

	napping
	lemons
	messes
	softer
	petted

	jumping
	vans
	foxes
	bigger
	yelled


































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _xj3owzhmzx92]Consonant Digraphs (beginning) 
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

Although she lived in town, Old Tallow was so isolated that she could have been			15

Surrounded by a huge dark forest. She had never had any children,				27

and each of her three husbands had slunk off in turn during the night,				41

never to be seen again. Nobody knew exactly what it was that Tallow,				54	

in her younger days, had done to drive them off.							64

It had probably been something terrible. After the last husband left, 				75

her face seemed to have gotten old suddenly, 							83

though the rest of her hadn’t weakened. 							90

She was a rangy woman over six feet in height. She was powerful, 				103

lean, and lived surrounded by ferocious animals more wolf that dog				114

and fiercely devoted to her. 									119

Old Tallow could bring down a bear with her pack of dogs, 					131

her gun, or even the razor-sharp spear that she practiced throwing				142
	
into the splintered base of a tree.								149









Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
 ch, ph, sh, th, wh

ch
sh
th
ph
wh

chin	
shout
thump
phone
whale


















Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

Omakayas and her grandmother looked for a good birch tree. Her family would use the birchbark to build their shelter by the river. Nokomis, who is Omakayas’ grandmother, honored the tree with an offering that was sweet and smelled good. Omakayas and her grandmother took the bark by the river where they would prepare it for the shelter. 
After a bad storm, Omakayas’s family had to change the shelter and make it stronger. Each of the children had their own job to do and it included a lot of physical labor. Omakayas’s job was to fetch her mother’s pair of scissors. Everyone knew her mother owned a fine pair of sharp scissors. Her mother would let other people borrow the scissors. Omakayas would always go get the scissors and the borrower would share a snack with her for her trip back. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

· ‘Old Sister,’ she said to the birchbark tree, ‘we need your skin for our shelter.’
· The bark mats overlapped like shingles, to shed the rain.
· The fresh wind across the big lake blew away the smoke of cooking fires and vanquished the mosquitoes that come out in whining droves and had plagued them in town.
· Eagerly, Omakayas began to plan out her triumphant walk back to the house. 
· ...as the baby crawled in a circle, whimpering and pitiful. 
· She was cheerful, humming at her work….
· They were orphans! 


















Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

	shop
	chop
	thrill
	when
	Phil

	shell
	chip
	thin
	whip
	dolphin


































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _9t5nja77z155]Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

There was no warning. One moment Omakayas was wiggling a leafy stick,			12

making it move on the ground so the cubs would jump on it, biting fiercely.			27

The next moment, she found herself flipped over on her back 					38

and pinned underneath a huge, powerful, heavy thing that sent down 				49

a horrible stink. It was the sow bear, the mother. 						59

Breathing on her a stale breath of decayed old deer-hides and skunk cabbages			72

and dead mushrooms. Owah! The surprising thing was, Omakayas realized later, 			83

that although she had no memory of doing so, she had the scissors 				96

out of their case and open, the sharp ends pointing at the bear’s heart.				110

But she didn’t use them as a knife. She knew for certain that she should not move.		127

















Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

ch
ck
dge
ng
sh
tch
th

rich
stuck
nudge
long
wish
watch
	teeth











Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

	Omakayas is a young girl living on the Island of the Golden-Breasted Woodpecker. She had watched her seventh winter. At the beginning of the story, she works with her grandmother and searches to find a perfect tree to build a shelter along the edge of the river. 
Omakayas lived with her sister, Angeline and her brothers Pinch and Neewoo. Her and Angeline did not get along very well. She did not like Pinch either. She felt these two were selfish and took her mother’s attention. Omakayas had an edge to her that few people understood. She did like her youngest brother, Neewoo. 
Omakayas was brave when she came across two bear cubs in the forest. She used a stick to get the bears to follow her back to her house. The mother bear came to take her cubs back and nudge them away from Omakayas. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

· Angeline was smart and so pretty people turned in their tracks to stare at her. 
· Pinch loved his mother deeply, and clung to her side. 
· Two bear cubs burst from the bush and rushed pell-mell, tumbling head over heels straight for her. 
· She pictured her mother finishing them with lovely, soft toe puckers so the girls’ feet could twitch and dance. 
· Old Tallow could bring down a bear with her pack of dogs…
· Grandma was wedged into a thick bearskin beside the door....


















Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

	long
	pinch
	fudge
	moth
	back

	king
	bench
	nudge
	path
	check

	fish
	notch
	mash
	batch
	hush
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _xt0f899n5dud]Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

Grandma’s deep and far-seeing eyes took in Omakayas. She seemed			10

to see her granddaughter from the inside out.						18

She watched Omakayas for a long time, then shook her head. No. Not yet. 		32

When a mother put charcoal on her child’s face, 					41

it was a sign that the child was ready to starve for a vision, for power.			57

A child with a blackened face didn’t eat for days, 					67

and sometimes lived out in the woods alone until the spirits took pity			80

on him or her and helped out with a special vision, a special visit,			94

 some information. But Omakayas was too young, according to Grandma, 		104

so Mama stirred the fire and worried. She had a lot to think about anyway,		119

including a name for Baby Neewo, who was getting restless, 				129

trying to crawl out of the cradle board, 							137

acting as though he were anxious to have that name.					147











Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

 br
 cr
 dr
 fr
 gr
 pr
 tr
 bl
 cl
 fl
 gl
 pl

brick  				trip
crab 				blot
drop 				clap
frog 				flag
grab 				glad
press  			plum




Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

	Omakayas lived with her mother, brothers, sister, and grandmother in the forest. During the winter months, her family lived in their cedar log houses and in the summer months they created a new birchbark house close to the flowing river. Omakayas lived with her tribe close to a village where other Anishnabe people lived. During the summer months, her brothers frequently played on the beach of the lake. One brother played with rock dolls on the beach while the other brother practiced drawing his bow and arrow. Omakayas was glad to watch her brothers play, especially Neewo who she dreamed was her own baby. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

· ‘Go for a swim,’ she told her sister. ‘See what the waves brought to the shore last night.’
· Catch some crayfish, ashaageshinh, watch out for their claws.
· Off she ran, skipping and bounding in her thin summer makazins, her soft old tradecloth and fluttering dress.
· She kept scraping, gritting her teeth, and held on to her thoughts, for once again she could feel the presence of the powerful mother bear at her shoulder.
· She seemed to see her granddaughter from the inside out.
· But not one of them had yet dreamed about a name for Neewo.
· A child with a blackened face didn’t eat for days…
· “Can I have some of those berries, please, please, please?” 
· ...Omakayas had been the first time she saw the trader unfold a seeing glass...



Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

	brick
	crib
	drop
	frog
	grab

	print
	truck
	blanket
	closet
	flip

	glad
	plot
	flat
	plus
	clap
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _mr45ic8os97v]Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

Omakayas curled even deeper into her blanket. Smiling in delight,			10	

she buried her face in the warm fur, and fell at last into a heavy, 				25

dreamless sleep knowing when she woke there would be Father, tall, 			36	

bold, strong, and joking, to swing her high in the air. Mama would laugh			50	

Even more than usual. Angeline, too, shy and excited. There would be gifts,		63	

new things, special food. Grandma would cook mightily for a feast.			74	

Mama would sew on her father’s makazins. Uncles would come visiting,			85	

cousins, relatives to feast and listen to stories and tease endlessly. 			96	

Baby Neewo would beg with his eyes for Deydey’s songs, 				106	

and Big Pinch would have to be good.							114

















Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

sc			sw				
sk			tw
sl			scr
sm			spl
sn			spr
sp			squ
st			str

scan			switch
skip			twig
slug			scrub
smell			splash
snack			sprint
spit			squid
step			stretch











Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

	The foundations of our country were shaped by early explorers and the Native Americans. The Anishinabe people and the voyagers traded skinned furs and goods. One of the voyagers saved a stranded girl after smallpox had swept through her village killing everyone. 
	Omakayas and her family lived in a small village near a forest. She was scared of some of the strange animals in the forest. She walked slowly, and was always on the lookout for an animal trying to sneak up on her. If one did spring out and startle her, she knew not to scream but to square her shoulders and be brave. Omakayas Her mother traded skins with the voyagers to get special items for her family. The system of trade helped create a stable relationship between the native people and voyagers. Her mother was a smart lady and did what was needed for the family. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

· She quit rocking, just stared at his slumbering face. 
· His lashes were so long and stiff, his little chin so chubby she wanted to stroke it, the skin on his cheeks so fine and delicate and soft she could hardly keep from brushing her lips across them. 
· Baby Neewo screamed louder, with increasing force. 
· Was something--a biting fly, spider, tick, bee-- something stinging or biting him inside the tight binding of his tikinagan?
· And then his face crumpled, one fat tear squeezed from his eye, his lower lip shook. 
· He banged it purposefully at little circles of green lichen scattered on the stone’s surface. 
· Grandma was wedged into a thick bearskin beside the door, snoring lightly, and Big Pinch was tumbled at her feet. 











Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

	scuff
	skip
	slam
	smell
	snug

	spit
	stuck
	switch
	twig
	script

	slip
	splash
	spring
	squish
	strap
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _93awc4h3a7dn]Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

First thing Deydey noticed was the corn, how tall it had grown,					12

how the rain had plumped up the ears, what a good crop they had this year.			28		
Mama and Grandma were pleased and contented with the crop, 				38

but Deydey was jealous of the amount of new corn he saw the crows devouring.			53

Early on the morning of the second day he was home, he cut poles and				68

used basswood twine to rope together two platforms, one on either side				80

of the cornfield. When he had tied the legs securely, 						90

and when he had positioned them just so, he called Angeline and Omakayas.			103

“I want you to climb up and stay here and drive away the birds!” 				117

He gave Omakayas two smooth sticks to clack together to frighten the flocks,			130

and Angeline his tattered old shirt to flap in the air. 						141

















Day 2: Lesson
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

napkin 		    basket			   magnet



































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

	In Before Columbus The Americas of 1491, the Indidans, commonly known as Native Americans, changed the land to fit their needs. Sometimes the Native Americans used fire to hunt animals, or burned areas to create a pasture for the animals they needed to survive. The forest was used to create gardens where they grew food for survival. Native Americans began moving west when the Europeans arrived. As they moved, they changed the landscape to fit their lifestyle. 
	In The Birchbark House, Omakayas and her family farmed and cared for the land they lived on. They had moved west when the white men began moving on their land. Her family and people had to learn from the white men so they would not be cheated out of their land and goods. 





Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

· Yellow Kettle, her mother, was quick-tempered but always laughing, and her eyes shrewdly took in the world. 
· The willow poles trembled, bouncing with the force of the gusts of wind. 
· It was perfect. 
· “You’ll be a drummer, a singer. I’ll dance for you.” 




Day 5: Quick Check
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

	public
	attic
	absent
	jacket
	nutshell

	common
	random
	tennis
	contest
	submit





Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _sxqkl8t2i4ol]Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

Again, the birds fell on the corn with starving cries. Again,					11

Omakayas ran down screaming to drive them off. Deydey was right.				22	

The birds eyes glittered greedily as they tore into each plump ear of corn				36

and pecked at the juicy young kernels. Their cries were ferocious.				47	

Until her sister returned, Omakayas ran from one end of the field to the other,			62	

shouting, flapping her dad’s old shirt or clacking the sticks. After a time,				75	

she was too tired to run fast and her shout came out a croak 					89	

as hoarse as the crows. 										94

Angeline returned with the net, finally, and they tried to cast it over the birds.			109

The net worked much better at catching fish. However wide and gracefully they 			122

tried to toss it, the new always flew clumsily. The birds saw it coming, darted off, 		138

and even seemed to laugh with taunting cries as they landed,					149

eating noisily, in another part of the field.							157











Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

ft			
mp		
nd
nk
nt
pt
sk
st	

left			
lamp	
pond	
sink			
rant
slept 	
desk
nest	







Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

	Omakayas has three siblings, but there was just one that she felt was worth her love. Both her and her sister were stubborn and felt the other got more attention. Omakayas had to learn to work with her sister when they were told to keep the birds out of the corn field. Pinch found ways to keep himself out of trouble and get Omakayas in trouble. Neewoo was her favorite sibling who she spent time with. One day Neewoo was crying and she decided to lift him out of his wrap he was kept in. He felt free, but she would get in trouble if her mother found out Omakayas took him out of his bundle. It was a risk she was willing to take if it kept him happy. 
	One day Omakayas was coming back from seeing Old Tallow when she was approached by young bears. The mother bear jumped on top of Omakayas and she let out a yelp. Omakayas’s heart sunk in fear; however, she had a way to talk to the mother bear to calm her down. Omakayas was able to escape without injury. She kept this a secret from her family. 
	







Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

· Angeline answered, “We’ll throw it over them when they land!”
· She had helped harvest each seed saved in Mama’s seed bag. 
· “A different island,” said old Tallow. 
· “You were sent here so you could save the others,” she said. 
· “She had never had any children, and each of her three husbands had slunk off in turn during the night, never to be seen again."
· This time she landed on the tip-top of a pointed old stump.
· Maybe someone who’d lost a son would ask for Pinch. 
· ...at the soft flames that occasionally flickered…
· But the crow slept only near Omakayas.



Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

	left
	bump
	band
	sink
	sent

	kept
	whisk
	vest
	slept
	stamp


































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _7lvcp3i2omyb]Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

“Megwetch, megwetch, megwetch!” Omakayas thanks Ten Snow over				8

And over again until the older girl couldn’t help smiling. The youngest of her family,		23

Ten Snow had no little sisters and, as yet, no children.						34

So she was extra-kind to Omakayas. As the older girls returned to their work			48

and their talk, Omakayas curled near the fire to look at her beads 				61

And to imagine what she would make with them. At first, she thought 				74

that she might bead some tiny makazins for her dolls. Then she thought 				87

Angeline would make fun of her project. Mama, something for Mama?				98

She had so many quilled things, and preferred them. Besides, 					108

Grandma was always making a box or an ornament for her. 					119

How about for Grandma, for Deydey, for Angeline?						127

Certainly not for Pinch, who would spoil anything he got. Or Neewoo,				139

who might chew off the beads.									145











Day 2: Lesson
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

made				site			tote			use

rat  	rate
bit  	bite
hop  	hope
cub  	cube






Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

	Omakayas has a sister named Angeline. Angeline is older than Omakayas. She and Omakayas do not get along very well. Angeline was very beautiful and was not nice to others. One day their father made them work together to save the corn from the birds. This was a huge problem and their father hoped they could help. They were made to stand on deck and make the birds stay away. Omakayas hit two sticks together while Angeline used a shirt to make the birds take flight. In the end, they worked together to catch many of the birds. Omakayas envied Angeline because she was allowed to hold and take care of their little brother. Angeline was older, and she had to take on a whole lot of the responsibilities like cooking food and weaving baskets. 
















Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

· Andeg returned that evening to sit just outside the circle of the outdoor cooking fire. 
· That space, they hoped, they would fill with the wild rice, the manomin, the good seed that would sustain them through the winter.
· They must have said it more times as they traveled the lake than there were waves or fish alongside of them!
· Yellow Kettle and Grandma were known as the keepers of a good store of food and a warm fire, although Omakayas, Angeline, and Pinch were the ones responsible for hauling the water for tea and chopping the wood for the fire that burned in the proud little hearth.
· Omakayas sprang wide again. 
· There was no one he could not imitate, no one who escaped the sharp humor of his gaze, no one about whom he could not make a joke. 
· ...as she drove the birds into the net she begged them to forgive her…
· ...but she knew that her Nokomis always refused, no matter how hard they begged...


Day 5: Quick Check
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

	pale
	side
	cone
	mute
	plane

	smile
	globe
	tape
	kite
	mode

	mute
	late
	time
	hole
	use
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _34cqme6sd8ne]Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

She held him close. She didn’t know exactly when his life went except that Andeg		15

croaked three times, longingly, as though for his playmate. Then Omakayas			26	

knew something had changed. Her little brother’s body no long warmed her			39	

with its heat, they were the same temperature and then he was colder.				52	

Still, she did not let him go. Nokomis had to take him from her arms, 				67

and when she did, Omakayas fell down on the blanket, 						77	

arms still held in the cradle shape of her brother, and knew nothing  all that day. 			93

It was night when she woke. Opening her eyes, she knew at once what had happened		109

and the bleak knowledge made her shut her eyes again. Maybe, almost, 				121	

she wished that she were sick, too, that she could join him. 					133

















Day 2: Lesson
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

cage			mice			quit			six		    exit



































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

	When the visitor and his voyageurs came to the settlement, one of them was sick. The people of the settlement saw in his face something was not right. He had smallpox. The next morning this man died and fear came over the settlement. The home of the nice family that let the man sleep there was burned with all of their belongings. Many people were scared that their family would show signs of sickness. Omakayas was scared her family would become sick. One morning Angeline’s face was red and she had a fever. Mama was quick to get the children, her mother, and Deydey out of the house. Mama stayed in the house to take care of Angeline which scared Omakayas. Mama became sick with smallpox and Nokomis went inside the home to take care of the sick. Omakayas became even more afraid when Pinch fell sick with smallpox. She was scared when Deydey’s face looked sick from him working so hard. Then, both Deydey and Neewo fell sick with smallpox. Omakayas was faced with a choice to stay outside the cabin or to be with her sick family. She quickly decided to go into the cabin with her family. 









Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

· He and his voyageur crew had just dragged their sled of furs across the mainland, and were staying for the night. 
· He died of smallpox.
· Overnight, the fever seized her and she lay hot and stifled, face red, eyes wild with fear when Mama came up to check on her. 
· She held him when he grew still and quiet, too quiet.
· Her voice was stern...




Day 5: Quick Check
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

	gem
	trace
	quiz
	exit
	huge

	price
	quick
	danger
	recess
	box

	quint
	cent
	logic
	quilt
	exam
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _blnkuqo5pk5y]Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

Deydey was recovering so slowly that he didn’t have the strength to hunt. Though		14

he tried to fish, he hadn’t much luck and could not stand the cold for long. He			31

had to borrow against next year’s furs. The family ran up a bill at the traders,			47

bought expensive salt pork. 									51

One day, he notched his counting stick and spoke to Omakayas. 					62

“The trader will have all of the next year’s furs by the time winter is finished,” 			78

he said, “unless I can get at him another way.”							88

His eyes flashed and the shadow of a grin twisted on his face, the intrigue of the old		106

Deydey who’d never been sick. 									111

“Bring me the chess game,” he said to Omakayas.						120

She knew just where it was, that precious set that had belonged to Deydey’s 			134

grandfather, the man who had taught him this chimookoman game. 				144













Day 2: Lesson
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

gnat 		wrap  		write  	   	wreck  	know  	knit		knot


gnaw		sign		wreck		wrench	
wrote		knack		knife		knock

comb 		crumb	autumn


























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

In 1847 the smallpox disease killed many people in the United States. This was a very solemn time for many families. Omakayas’s family fell ill after a man came to their village sick with the disease. During this time the missionaries came to help because they knew how to help. The Ojibwa who were sick were cared for in the school by the missionaries. The sickness spread through the settlement wrecking many homes and lives. Eventually, Reverend Hall brought a vaccine to save those who did not get sick during that time. The natives and voyageurs worked together to care for those who were known to be sick. 




Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

· Neewo and Ten Snow were wrapped in red blankets, then birchbark, and at last laid gently into their good mother, Akeeng, the earth. 
· She knew just where it was, that precious set that had belonged to Deydey’s grandfather, the man who had taught him this chimookoman game. 
· She looked up at me and kept climbing.
· She would be condemned to soften, tan, work with stinking hides. 
· ...Fishtail by any sign that father’s interpretation was a joke. 




















Day 5: Quick Check
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

	wreck
	knife
	gnat
	thumb
	column

	wrap
	knot
	gnome
	numb
	sign

	wrench
	knock
	lamb
	wrist
	crumb
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _q8f96snjamq0]Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

“We have to stop somewhere, someday.” Fishtail drew thoughtfully				9	

on the pipe and the fragrant smoke cloud did his face.						20	

“West is where the spirits of the dead walk. If the whites keep chasing us west,			36	

we’ll end up in the land of the spirits.”								45

“I have dreamed that’s where they want us to go, anyway,” said Albert.				58	

“That will please them.” “They are like greedy children.						67	

Nothing will ever please them for long,” said Deydey.						76	

Although his grandfather had been French, 							82	

he was raised and considered himself Ojibwa 							89	

and kept the rules of his mother’s dodem or clan, the catfish clan. 				102	

The Awausesee. Only in some chimookoman things, his cabin for instance,			113	

and his ability to play and win the white man’s game of chess with the trader, 			129	

did he take secret pride.										134











Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

List any words students say.  



































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

	Native Americans changed the landscape of America to help with tracking prey and sewing crops. They used fire to burn forests and to run animals out for hunting. But the land would not stay that way. Many years after the Europeans arrived in America in great boats, the Native Americans began to die from diseases. Even though the Native Americans were strong, their bodies could not fight off the sickness the new people brought. 
These deaths allowed the previously tamed land to grow out of control. The overgrown land that is usually described in history books was not what the Europeans first saw when they came to North America. The overgrown land was caused by the deaths of Native Americans from illnesses shared by the Europeans. The fields and paths began to break down since there was no one to maintain them. In The Birchbark House, Omakayas and her family were affected by one of the European diseases. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

· He was part French, like Deydey, but browner than Fishtail. 
· ...and her new makazins were carefully sewn.
· Birds were singing, dozens of tiny white---throated sparrows. 
· ...unlike him, his wife was afraid of nothing.
·  I should have remembered my mother’s ways. 
·  I heard their weight creak on the spruce ribs.
·  As I sat in the boat waiting for the fish to bite, I put them slowly, one by one, onto my mouth. 
· It didn’t seem as though it would hurt to eat a few. 
· Over the summer, they had grown until they outweighed her by a great deal, thought they still were bashful and hung back…
· Then she had loosened the earth and weeded with Mama’s big moose antler hoe and her own smaller hoe carved from a crooked tree branch. 





Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

	wait
	roast
	fray
	toe
	vein

	yellow
	break
	pour
	great
	mail

	board
	holiday
	obey
	sew
	elbow
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _iavtgcq0ifuj]Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

In the deep of winter, Neewo and Ten Snow were buried side by side.				14	

A great bonfire was lighted in order to thaw the ground. 						25	

Neewo and Ten Snow were wrapped in red blankets, then birchbark, 				36	

and at last laid gently into their good mother, Akeeng, the earth.					48	

As soon as Deydey was better, he and Fishtail worked side by side 				61	

constructing the grave houses for their loved ones. 						69	

At the western end of each little house,								77	

they carefully framed a small windowlike opening,						84

And build beneath it a shelf for spirit offerings. Although food was scarce,			97	

Mama often brought Neewo a little something saved from her own bowl 			109	

and placed it on the shelf with tobacco. She stayed long in the cold,				123	

wrapped in her blanket, praying for her little boy. At the burying ground,				136	

there were many new graves. The winter was hard.						145











Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

List any words students say. 




Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

Omakayas grieved the loss of her younger brother, Neewo, and others in her community when they died of smallpox. Omakayas did not know how to keep on living after her family lost the small child. She did not want to get out of bed, she just wanted to close her eyes and cry. She wanted to sleep until she was reunited with her younger brother. Omakayas’s family was not only changed by the death of Neewo, but by the scars the disease left on Angeline’s face. Seeing how the sickness hurt the family was more than Omakayas wanted to bear. She noticed a change in her mother. She was no longer happy and eager to host guests. She stayed quiet and withdrawn from others in the village. Omakays did not believe the grief would ever leave her heart. 


Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

· He tried to stagger outside.
· “Did, too,” shrieked the younger, “You and that bear, always lying and greedy!” 
·  So, I heaped pine needles and soft branches in a bed, rolled myself underneath the canoe in my blanket. 
· The traders got her cold eye, the missionaries her hard glare, the few other white visitors who chanced onto the island received from Old Tallow no welcome. 
·  The clouds hung thick and heavy as a priest’s black wool robe.
· They themselves had revealed how they struck up storms to force travelers to seek shelter.
· ...and flapped high into the ceiling of the net. 













Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

	cheek
	pie
	weird
	field
	valley

	fried
	bean
	sleep
	leaf
	either

	piece
	hockey
	tried
	meat
	bye
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _1sshg6s34d13]Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

“If only we could eat ice. If only ice was food!” said Pinch. 					13

As he said this, into his mind’s eye came the picture of the berries 				27	

he’d stuffed into his mouth last summer. 							34	

Mama was right. If only he had them now!							43	

All Omakayas was interested in, she thought one evening as she fell asleep,			56	

was thin ice. Melting ice. She thought that until she had her dream.				69	

Nokomis put charcoal on her face on night, sent her to bed with no food,			84	

told her to remember her dreams, if she should have any.					95	

Omakayas knew that Nokomis wanted her to search for and find a spirit helper, 			109	

someone great in the spirit world who would help her to recover her will to live.			125

















Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

List any words students say.



































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

	Yellow Kettle was a gentle and soothing person. She was a kind mother to Omakayas, Angeline, Pinch, and Neewo. After the smallpox outbreak of 1847, Yellow Kettle went through a change. She was no longer happy. She had a sadness that stayed with her after the loss of her youngest son. Yellow Kettle was described by those that knew her as; blue and angry with sorrow. She knew she needed to be a mother to her other children. She just could not forget the loss of her child. Angeline needed help dealing with the scars on her once smooth face, but Mama was not able to soothe her. The family had even more hard times during the winter months when there was not food, like meat and fruit to feed everyone in their group. Yellow Kettle provided what she could to her family. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

· Her tiny dress of good blue wool was embroidered with white beads and ribbons…
· Surely, they muttered, the baby had the sickness, too. 
· She blamed them for the poor quality of game and the scarcity of food--naturally, when so many animals were hunted for sale to white traders for fur, there would be fewer left to eat for survival. 
· No moonlight either.
· Why, you wonder?
· I never knew that either. 
·  ...my grandfather’s canoe out one day while he was sleeping.
· Two shooting stars passed over through the sky. 
· He didn’t need it anymore, for Mama had made him a new suit of clothes-a calico shirt, skin leggings, a set of blue broadcloth britches...









Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

	stew
	tool
	shoe
	soup
	flew

	drooling
	clue
	fruit
	blew
	tooth

	blue
	juice
	crew
	group
	suit
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _d4rsmecdbpcw]Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

“Didn’t I warn you, didn’t I say to you, didn’t I tell you many times that you 			17	

must never hurt this one? Yes, n’dal, you look at me now with pleading eyes,			32

but spared you many times before. Each time I spared your life,					44	

I always told you what would happen if you were so foolish again.				57	

Now, my foolish friend, you must die.”								64

With that, Old Tallow brought the blunt end of her ax down the yellow dog’s head.		80

He crumpled to the ground. “Al! My Auntie!”							88

The yellow dog had hated her, perhaps even meant to kill her,					100	

but Omakayas hadn’t counted on such a cruel 							108	

and sudden end to the dog’s cowardly life. Old Tallow’s justice was harsh. 			121	

Her sentence was carried out in an instant, but that didn’t mean that her heart was hard 		138	

or Omakayas was more important.								143













Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

List any words students say.  



































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

The story starts with the happiness of a family working together for survival, but is followed by awful sadness caused by the loss of the youngest family member, Neewo. Omakayas was so distraught, she was on the edge of giving up on life. She did not look at the world the same without her little brother. She wished it was still autumn and her family was still together. But the family was caught in a hard winter. All of the family wanted the ice to thaw. Omakayas fought to regain her strength so she could help her family during the cold winter. They waited for the ice and snow to thaw so they could find food. By the end of the story they come to terms with the awful loss the family has experienced. 


















Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

·  There was something familiar about her, something awful and yet familiar.
·  I had caught something. 
·  He looked upon me kindly, said good---bye to me, and then he took my place in the canoe with his young wife.
· The voyageurs watched from a distance as the baby crawled in a circle… 

























Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

	haul
	should
	straw
	good
	fault

	drawn
	took
	would
	squawked
	stood


































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _5019dhhz2sgk]R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

Everyone in the cabin heard it-- the far-off creaking and groaning,				12	

the book of the lake ice. The lake had started to move again.					25	

The ice was breaking up. Once the waves began, huge sheets of ice 				38	

shoved against each other, pushing towers into the air.						47	

Nokomis, Mama, Deydey, Punch, Angeline, and Omakayas all ran outside, 			57	

gazed on the horizon, and saw the crackling and snapping waves of the ice.			71	

They felt the surge of lake water in their blood. They knew, at last, 				85	

that the back of winter was entirely broken. Omakayas grinned. 					95	

Her smile was now whole-new teeth had grown in over the winter. 				108	

She was older. Soon, spring plants would poke up through dead leaves.				120

















Day 2: Lesson
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

cat  			car  
bid			bird
pen			fern
bun 			burn
con 	 		corn



























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

Omakayas begins by not wanting to accept the way things are in her village. She does not always listen to what her elders warn her about. She sees things differently and interacts with the world in a different way than others in her family. After her family went through losing Neewo, and surviving smallpox, Omakayas loses the urge to live, not even her pet bird can make her happy anymore. During a long, harsh winter her family ran low on food. This desire for food helped Omakayas push through her hurt and sadness to try to save her sister, mother, and brother. She regained her interest in life and her family’s past. 




















Day 4: Unit Text Practice
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

· Omakayas got slowly to her feet, wobbled forward, and knew that she would have to return to the cabin. 
· “When you come to the tallest of the trees, go toward the lake, then around the rocks and back into the trees.”
· First, however, he prepared himself carefully to meet the animal’s spirit. 
· The harder they laughed the more they knew, now, they would survive. 






















Day 5: Quick Check
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

	bird
	concert
	fur
	star
	fork

	twirl
	under
	hurt
	smart
	born

	dirt
	letter
	spurt
	park
	form
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _bwrfz180l54l]L-Controlled
al

“What animal would leave these?” Omakayas teased.						7

“Be patient,” Nokomis counseled. “Let’s find out what your sister has learned.”			19

“They’re letters,” Angeline said, eager to share her knowledge. “One follows the next.		32

You look at them, just like tracks. You read them. They have a meaning and a sound.”		49

“Howah! That’s a good idea! Like our picture writing,” Nokomis said.				60

The girls knew people like Fishtail’s father, Day Thunder, 						69

who kept the records for the religious gatherings, the Midewiwin, 				79	

and etched stories and songs on scrolls made of birchbark.					89

They had seen some brickbark writings, 								95	

and they knew that Nokomis could etch pictures into bark, too.					106	

She also knew where certain marks had been placed upon lake rocks long ago.			120















Day 2: Lesson
L-Controlled
al

hat  			halt 
all			call
































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
L-Controlled
al

	Angeline was Omakayas’s older sister. She was naturally beautiful and not very nice to Omakayas in the beginning of the story. Like most sisters, they did not get along very well. Angeline was older and put in charge of watching the younger children. Omakayas did not feel she needed Angeline to watch over her like a child. This caused a small rivalry between them. 
	Angeline and Omakayas relationship gradually changed after Angeline got sick. Angeline contracted an illness called smallpox after a visitor brought it to their village. The illness caused her to have deep scars on her face. The family lost the smallest member, Neewo. This loss changed the life of all members of the family. When Angeline had enough of being scared she went to the missionary school to learn how to read and write the white man’s language. Angeline was determined to get her education. She also began talking and teaching Omakayas everything she learned. 











Day 4: Unit Text Practice
L-Controlled
al

· She also knew where certain marks had been placed upon lake rocks long ago. 
· He was at the door of the cabin, calling hello to his relatives. 
· His hair was short and wild as porcupine quills, his face starved and sallow with grief. 
· Smallpox had killed them all.



























Day 5: Quick Check
L-Controlled
al

	all
	ball
	malt
	call
	halt




































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _nfdb4e8aq9rj]Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

Omakayas remembered the tiny whited pit in the skin of her grandmother’s cheek,		13

but was still surprised to hear that Nokomis, too, had suffered the disease.			26	

She pondered for a moment, and then could not hide her curiosity.				38	

“What about me?” she demanded, abrupt as Old Tallow herself.					48

“You, too.” 											50

“Me, too, what?”										53

“Had the scratching disease.”									57

A panicky feeling bubbled up inside Omakayas, 							64	

and she wanted to laugh to drive the feeling off.							74	

“I couldn’t have!” 										77

“You wouldn’t remember exactly what happened. You were a baby.”				87

“Then why didn’t Mama have it? Why did Mama get sick, too, this time?”			101

“Because,” said Old Tallow, “you weren’t with your mama, then.”				111

Omakayas wanted to stop talking now. She could feel it. There was something else,		125

something coming toward her, something deeper 						131	

and huger that she didn’t want to know. She tried to stop herself from asking the next 		148

questions, but her curiosity was too great. She felt her voice rise.				160



Day 2: Lesson
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

con			coin
box			boy	
pond			pound
dot			down





























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

Our story began with a young girl lost in the woods with her people dead all around her. These people had died from smallpox. She was alone and had no one to care for her. Old Tallow voyaged to the woods, found the baby, and rescued her. 
Omakayas, little frog, toiled with many things in her life. She had an older sister, Angeline, who was known for her beauty, a younger brother, Pinch, that caused many problems, and an even younger brother, Neewo, who brought her the most joy. Her mother was Yellow Kettle and her father was Deydey. During a hard winter her brothers, sister, and parents became very sick with smallpox. She and her grandmother, Nokomis, cared for the family during this time. Most of her family survived the sickness, but Neewo died. Omakayas had a hard time dealing with the loss of the little boy. 
One day, Old Tallow came to Omakayas to tell her the story of a little girl named Omakayas. Omakayas did not understand what the old woman was talking about. Old Tallow told the story of how she had saved Omakayas from the island where all of the others had died. Omakayas now understood how special she was and how she had been sent to save her family.  

Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

· Her tiny dress of good blue wool was embroidered with white beads and ribbons…
· The voyageurs trembled at the thought that the disease might already have chosen one of them. 
· As much as my men wanted to go on, I decided we had no choice.
· The clouds hung thick and heavy…
·  For a little while, they lowered their voices, and then their argument broke out again and they started to shout.
·  ...then with rocks pulled from the ground.
·  It was so dark down at the bottom that I got turned around.
















Day 5: Quick Check
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

	oil
	boy
	pout
	cow
	foil

	soy
	bout
	how
	join
	toy

	found
	down
	spoil
	enjoy
	cloud
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _v6ijohftoqz9]Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

Omakayas knew the question she needed to ask. She took a deep breath,			13

and asked it forthrightly.									17

“Found me? How did you find me? How did you know I was there unless you			33

were on that island? Unless you, too, survived the sickness?”					43

Now Old Tallow fell silent, and in her mulling Omakayas could tell there was 			57

some unwillingness, something she did not want to say. But she shrugged,			69

eventually, and told it right out.									75

“There was a canoe of men, my husband, Hat among them. 					86

They passed by Spirit Island. Saw the dead. Saw you.”						96

“So it was they who brought me back?”								104

“No,” said Tallow, simply. 									108

“They saw me,” said Omakayas, making sure, “but they didn’t save me.”				120

Old Tallow shook her head in the dusk. Then she shook herself all over,				134

just like one of her dogs.									140










Day 2: Lesson
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

difference

dif-fer-ence

































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

	Omakayas faced many challenges that made her grow courageous and prepare her for the story of her life. She faced the loss of her dear brother, Neewo. She saw the pain in Angeline after the smallpox destroyed her looks. She also watched her family suffer from the hard winter without enough food. Omakayas was the one who took care of the family during their sickness. 
	Omakayas learned she was able to communicate with the animals in the woods and made friends with a crow, Andeg. She was a quick learner when it came to healing others. She truly was a gift to her family. Old Tallow told Omakayas the story of how she was rescued by Old Tallow and where she came from. The struggles she faced throughout her life helped her face the story of her life. Omakayas was saved by Old Tallow from Spirit Island when all of the other people died from smallpox. Omakayas was special and was able to care for her family when they became sick with smallpox.










Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

· “A different island,” said Old Tallow.
· She balanced there, looking all around.
· ...sang nesting songs in delicate relays.
· My grandmother looked toward the shore. 
·  Her face glowed in the twilight. 
· I could not believe what I was seeing.























Day 5: Quick Check
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

	repeat
	partner
	dedicate
	decline
	shredded

	document
	paper
	completion
	rocket
	cooperate

	bacon
	imagine
	anybody
	historical
	behave
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