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Grade 3: Cajun Folktales
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	Inflectional Endings
	-ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed (/d/, /t/, /ed/) 

	Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
	ch, ph, sh, th, wh

	Consonant Digraphs (ending)
	-ch, -ck, -dge, -ng, -sh, -tch, -th

	Consonant Blends (beginning)
	br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr
bl, cl, fl, gl, pl
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw
scr, spl, spr, squ, str

	Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)
	nap/kin, pic/nik, but/ton

	Consonant Blends (ending)
	ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

	Long Vowel/Silent e
	a in made, i in site, o in tote, u in use
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	soft c, soft g, qu, x  (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

	Other Beginnings, Other Endings
	wr-, kn-, gn (gnat, sign) -mb, -mn
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	R- or L- Controlled
	er, ir, or, ur, ar, al

	Vowel Diphthongs
	oi, oy, ou, ow

	Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)
	pre/vent, pro/gram, va/cate








Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _fqzaru37nimh]Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

Now Lapin couldn’t resist playing tricks on Bouki any more than he could turn down		15

a piece of King Cake on Mardi Gras. 					 			23

“I can’t wait to get to work,” he said sweetly. “But looks to me like				38

we’ll be needing something to celebrate with at the end of the harvest. 				51

What say we treat ourselves to a barrel of rum cake?”						62

“Oh, all right,” grumbled Bouki. He loved nothing better than rum cake himself.			75

“Go ahead and get some butter to go with it.”							85

So Lapin hopped off to the store and charged a nice fat barrel of sweet 				100

rum cake to Bouki’s account. 									105

(And a nice fat barrel of butter, too.) He stashed them under the cool				119

bank of the bayou so the butter wouldn’t melt in the sun. 					131


Day 2: Lesson
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

1. Say: “An inflectional ending is a suffix that indicates tense and number, changing the meaning of the word.”
2. Display: 
walk  		stand		arm		skid		orange		old
walked		standing	arms  		skidded		oranges		older
3. Read each set of words and explain that the first word is the root word and the second word has an inflectional ending giving the word a new meaning. Have students highlight the inflectional ending in each word. 
4. Ask: “What is the difference in the meaning of the word walk and walked?” “What is the difference in the meaning of the word stand and standing?
5. Continue this questioning for the remaining word sets.
6. Explain to students that when s is added to the end of words it may make the /z/ sound instead of the /s/ sound. Display or write the word is as an example. Have students read the word arm, and notice how the s makes the /z/ sound when referring to arms.  
7. Explain to students that as we read, pulling out the root word and understanding the meaning of the inflectional ending through context clues, will help us read the word correctly.























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

My mom and I planted seeds. We jumped in the car and went to three stores to find the best plants. I picked corn and my mom picked beets. We planted peas too. The seeds grew and grew. My dog runs around the plants when we pick the crops. We picked the corn and beets. I want to plant more seeds soon.  In four days, I will be picking more. Next time, we will plant sweet potatoes and rice.
My dad wanted to plant flowers. We picked out rose seeds. They are my favorite. They are growing bigger and bigger each day. I cannot wait to pick the flowers and put them into vases for our house. 




























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

1. Provide the students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· Lapin’s ears pricked up as he followed Bouki’s line of thinking.
· Compere’ Lapin went back to picking cotton, working slower than a slug on Sunday. 
· But as for smarts, he must have been hiding behind the barn door when they were passed out. 
· Lapin shaded his eyes and surveyed the cotton field that glimmered like a snowdrift all the way to the bayou.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentences and highlight words with one of the inflectional endings:    -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words. Have students state the root word within each highlighted word. Then prompt students to read the highlighted words aloud. 

· Lapin’s ears pricked up as he followed Bouki’s line of thinking.
· Compere’ Lapin went back to picking cotton, working slower than a slug on Sunday. 
· But as for smarts, he must have been hiding behind the barn door when they were passed out. 
· Lapin shaded his eyes and surveyed the cotton field that glimmered like a snowdrift all the way to the bayou.

















Day 5: Quick Check
Inflectional Endings
 -ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	napping
	lemons
	messes
	softer
	petted

	jumping
	vans
	foxes
	bigger
	yelled































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _xj3owzhmzx92]Consonant Digraphs (beginning) 
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

Now Lapin, who’d spent the whole summer lollygagging in the shade				11

of the sassafrass tree, had a way of showing up at times like these. 				25

And Compere Bouki was so desperate that, against his better judgement,			36

he decided to ask for that half-pint hare for help.						47

“Say, Lapin,” he asked, “what would you take to help me harvest this cotton crop?”		62

Lapin shaded his eyes and surveyed the cotton field 						71

that glimmered like a snowdrift all the way to the bayou. 					82

Knowing he could hoodwink Bouki quicker than he could sneeze,				94

he said, “Whew, that’s a heap of cotton. I’d have to get at least an eighth				110

of it to make it worth my slaving in the hot sun.”							122



Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
 ch, ph, sh, th, wh

1. Say: “A consonant digraph is a pair of consonant letters that make one sound.”
2. Display: ch, sh, th, ph, wh.
3. Draw a square and a triangle next to each other.  Have the students name each shape. Now draw a triangle on top of a square and have the students tell what the drawing looks like in real life (house). Explain to the students that separate, each shape has its own name, but together the shapes look like something new. In the same way, when we combine two letters, sometimes there is a new sound.
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4. Model the digraph sounds. Have students repeat each digraph sound.
5. Display: chin, shout, thump, phone, whale.
6. Point to and read each word. Have students highlight each digraph.
7. Ask: “What would these words sound like if we did not make the new sound?”
8. Explain to students that often when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong.  
9. Say: “If I read the word chin as /c/  /h/  /i/  /n/, then my ears tell me that I need to make a change in the way that I am reading the word for it to make sense. If I read the word as /ch/ /i/ /n/ the word makes sense. When we see ch, sh, th, ph, wh, most of the time, we need to make their single sound.










Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

Lapin wished he had more cash so he could eat. He took a chance and asked Bouki if he could help. Bouki gave him a chance and let him help. Lapin sat in the shade. He should have helped but he was too lazy. While Lapin chose not to work, Bouki thought Lapin was helping. Then on Thursday, Bouki was in shock to find Lapin did not help. Bouki chased Lapin out of his land because he felt cheated. 
Three days later, Lapin put on his shorts and shirt. He went back to chat with Bouki. Bouki saw it was him and shut the door. He did not want to talk to him. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· Bouki shook his shaggy head. What’re folks thinking, naming a baby ‘Just Begun’?
· Now Lapin, who’d spent the whole summer lollygagging in the shade of the sassafras tree, had a way of showing up at times like these.
· He commenced to pushing and shoving on Bouki’s broad backside till Bouki fell right smack dollop into that puddle of butter. 
· So Lapin hopped off to the store and charged a nice fat barrel of sweet rum cake to Bouki’s account.
· “… unless sunstroke put me outta my head.” “Humph,” said Lapin.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with one of the digraphs: ch, sh, th, ph, wh.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the sound. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.
5. Point to humph.
6. Say: “Notice the ph is at the end of this word, but we are still making the /f/ sound when we read through the word.  
7. Note to teacher: Pushing includes a digraph but not at the beginning of the word as this lesson focuses on. However, it should be discussed with students as it does contain a digraph and should be noticed by students.

· Bouki shook his shaggy head. What’re folks thinking, naming a baby ‘Just Begun’?
· Now Lapin, who’d spent the whole summer lollygagging in the shade of the sassafras tree, had a way of showing up at times like these.
· He commenced to pushing and shoving on Bouki’s broad backside till Bouki fell right smack dollop into that puddle of butter. 
· So Lapin hopped off to the store and charged a nice fat barrel of sweet rum cake to Bouki’s account.
· “… unless sunstroke put me outta my head.” “Humph,” said Lapin.









Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Digraphs (beginning)
ch, ph, sh, th, wh

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	shop
	chop
	thrill
	when
	Phil

	shell
	chip
	thin
	whip
	dolphin






























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _9t5nja77z155]Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

So he bought himself a steaming kettle of seafood gumbo, 					10

and another of sweet bread pudding. Taking a little taste of each					22

just to tide him over till he got home, he loaded his loot onto the cart 				38

and took off down the road. 									44

Meanwhile, never let it be said that Lapin heard opportunity knock without			56

answering the door. He’s spent the afternoon lollygagging in the shade				67

by the side of the road, all the while keeping one ear pressed to the ground.			83	

When he heard Bouki’s cartwheels coming from town, smelled that gumbo 			94

and bread pudding, he hauled himself out into the middle of the road, 				107

plopped himself down, and held his breath till he looked 					117

deader than a possum playing possum. 								123


Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

1. Say: “A consonant digraph is a pair of consonant letters that make one sound.”
2. Display: ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th.
3. Read each ending digraph sound.
4. Display: rich, stuck, nudge, long, wish, watch, teeth.
5. Point to and read each word. Have students highlight the digraph at the end of the word.
6. Ask: “What would these words sound like if we did not make the new sound?”
7. Explain to students that often when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong.  
8. Say: “If I read the word wish as /w/  /i/  /s/  /h/, then my ears tell me that I need to make a change in the way that I am reading the word for it to make sense. If I read the word as /w/ /i/ /sh/ the word makes sense. When we see th, ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, and tch, most of the time we need to make their single sound.


























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

	Lapin went on the path to Bouki’s patch of land. He had an itch to trick him. He went over the bridge and watched him for a little bit. He stretched and reached out his neck. Lapin asked if Bouki needed any help. Lapin liked to trick Bouki so much, he pledged to help him with his crop. He grabbed a sack and started to pick. 
Lapin chose to nap in a bush. He picked some of the crop on the path every now and then. Bouki gave him cash after he helped. Lapin sang because he got cash and did not pick much. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· I’d have to get at least an eighth of it to make it worth my slaving in the sun. 
· When he trudged on back to the field, Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton.
· Lapin had got half of a good crop without doing but a speck of work.
· Then he remembered a scraggly patch of land way back by the bayou.
· ...they were emptier than the church basket come the day after Christmas. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with one of the ending digraphs: th, ch, ck, ng, sh, tch.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the sound. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

·  I’d have to get at least an eighth of it to make it worth my slaving in the sun. 
· When he trudged on back to the field, Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton.
· Lapin had got half of a good crop without doing but a speck of work.
· Then he remembered a scraggly patch of land way back by the bayou.
· ...they were emptier than the church basket come the day after Christmas. 

















Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Digraphs (ending)
ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch, th

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	long
	pinch
	fudge
	moth
	back

	king
	bench
	nudge
	path
	check

	fish
	notch
	mash
	batch
	hush





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _xt0f899n5dud]Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

Come quitting time, Compere’ Bouki dragged sack after sack out of the field,			13

while Lapin had a few measly clumps of cotton floating in the bottom of his. 			28

Bouki limped toward the bayou, his mouth watering.						36

“The only thing that kept me going all day,” he groaned, “was the thought			50

of all that sweet rum cake and all that cool, creamy butter.” But when he hoisted			66

the barrels up from the bank of that bayou, they were emptier than the church basket		82

the day after Christmas. Bouki swung a suspicious look at Lapin, and pulled himself up 		97

till he towered over him. “Why you little scoundrel-”						106

“Moi?” said Lapin, acting innocent as a newborn baby. 						115


Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

1. Say:  “Consonant blends are groups or two or three consonants in words that make distinct consonant sounds. In a consonant blend, both consonant sounds can be heard and are softened when paired together.”
2. Display: br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl.
3. Read these blends.
4. Say: “These blends containing the r and l are found at the beginning of words. Let’s make each consonant sound separately, then blend them together.”
5. Have students look at the list of blends, make each consonant sound separately, then blended.
6. Display: brick, crab, drop, frog, grab, press, trip, blot, clap, flag, glad, plum
7. Point to and read each word with the blended sound.  Have students highlight the blend in each word.
8. Ask: “What would these words sound like if we did not blend the sound?”
9. Explain to students that often, when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong. 
10. Say: “If I read the word drop as /d/ /r/ /o/ /p/ (unblended), then my ears tell me that I need to make a change in the way that I am reading the word.” Read the word blended.  























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

	Down by the bayous of Louisiana, the water glimmered and frogs jumped from stump to stump. The turtles floated near the water and the frogs grumbled in the heat. The land near the bayou is the prime spot to plant and plow plenty of good crops.
	Bouki bragged about how great his crops were. He was glad his blackberry bushes were growing.  He has to plow his field and pluck the blackberries from the bushes. Every now and then he drops some on the ground and Lapin comes behind him to try to cram them in his mouth. 



Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· There was so much plowing and planting and tending and hoeing to be done in that hot Louisiana sun that, by harvest time, he was so pooped he could barely blink an eye. 
· Lapin’s ears pricked up as he followed Bouki’s line of thinking.
· What say we treat ourselves to a barrel of rum cake?
· So Lapin dropped his sack and hightailed it out of the field.
· When he trudged on back to the field, Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton. 
· Lapin scraped the bottom of the butter barrel with the last crumbs of the rum cake. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with one of the beginning blends: bl, cl, fl, gl, pl, br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the blends. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· There was so much plowing and planting and tending and hoeing to be done in that hot Louisiana sun that, by harvest time, he was so pooped he could barely blink an eye. 
· Lapin’s ears pricked up as he followed Bouki’s line of thinking.
· What say we treat ourselves to a barrel of rum cake?
· So Lapin dropped his sack and hightailed it out of the field.
· When he trudged on back to the field, Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton. 
· Lapin scraped the bottom of the butter barrel with the last crumbs of the rum cake. 




Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Consonant Blends (beginning)
br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, bl, cl, fl, gl, pl

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	brick
	crib
	drop
	frog
	grab

	print
	truck
	blanket
	closet
	flip

	glad
	plot
	flat
	plus
	clap





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _mr45ic8os97v]Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

So Lapin dropped his sack and hightailed it out of the field. But he didn’t go			16

to any baptism. No, he circled around and headed straight for the bayou and 			30

that barrel of butter. Naturally, he had to have something to spread it on, so he 			46

cut himself a thick slice of rum cake, too. 							55

Oh, that butter was so smooth, so creamy,							63

that cake so sweet and spicy, that he just had to have another slice. 				77

And another after that.										81

Finally, when his belly couldn’t hold another bite, 						89

he decided it was time to get back to the cotton picking.						101

Bouki’s sack was nearly full by then, but there was plenty left to pick.				115  


Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

1. Say: “Consonant blends are groups or two or three consonants in words that make distinct consonant sounds. In a consonant blend, both consonant sounds can be heard and are softened when paired together.”
2. Display: sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str.
3. Read these blends.
4. Say: “Most of these blends begin with the letter s. Notice the three letter blends all begin with s.  Let’s make each consonant sound separately, then read the blended sound.”
5. Have students look at the list of blends, make each consonant sound separately, then blended.
6. Ask: “Can you think of a word that begins with sc, /sc/?”
7. Ask these questions using a few of the beginning blends provided for this lesson. Write down words given by students. Highlight or circle the blend in their correct responses.  
8. Display: scan, skip, slug, smell, snack, spit, step, switch, twig, scrub, splash, sprint, squid, stretch
9. Point to and read each word with the blended sound.
10. Ask: “What would these words sound like if we did not blend the sound?”
11. Explain to students that often, when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong. 
12. Say: “If I read the word snack as /s/ /n/ /a/ /k/ (unblended), then my ears tell me that I need to make a change in the way that I am reading the word.” Read the word blended.




















Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

	Lapin is a small, sneaky rabbit who wants to trick Bouki all the time. He liked to stretch out under the shade of the blackberry bushes when it was sweltering hot. He heard a squeak and scans the land to spot Bouki. Bouki is working hard on his crops in the hot, hot sun. He does not want to give Lapin a speck of food or cash. But, Lapin has a way of speaking that makes Bouki fall for his tricks. Bouki’s land is close to the bayou. The bayou stretches along his land. There are twice as many plants that grow in Bouki’s land than any other field. 





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· And even though his belly was stuffed fuller than a squirrel’s cheeks, all that cake and all that butter kept dancing through his mind. 
· Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton. 
· Lapin went back to picking cotton, working slower than a slug on Sunday.
· We’d share the crop fair and square.
· Lapin shuffled his feet and scratched his head. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with one of the beginning blends: sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the blends. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· And even though his belly was stuffed fuller than a squirrel’s cheeks, all that cake and all that butter kept dancing through his mind. 
· Bouki was sweating over his second sack of cotton. 
· Lapin went back to picking cotton, working slower than a slug on Sunday.
· We’d share the crop fair and square.
· Lapin shuffled his feet and scratched his head. 















Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Consonant Blends (beginning)
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, tw, scr, spl, spr, squ, str

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	scuff
	skip
	slam
	smell
	snug

	spit
	stuck
	switch
	twig
	script

	slip
	splash
	spring
	squish
	strap





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _rt35lvkx1n3r]Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

Compe’re Bouki never was sure whether or not he’d eaten that barrel				12

of cake and that barrel of butter. But he did know that						24

somehow Compe’re Lapin had got half of a good crop without doing a speck			38

of work. And that got his dander up. 								46

So when Lapin showed up come planting time talking about making another deal,		59

Bouki said, “No way, no how. You get your derriere to work on your own crop.”			75

Then he remembered a scraggly patch of land way back by the bayou				88

that he never got around to working. “I tell you what I could do, though- I could			105

rent you a field.”										109

“For how much?” asked Lapin. 									114

Bouki thought the time was ripe to even the score with Lapin. 					126


Day 2: Lesson
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

1. Say: “The number of times that you hear a vowel sound in a word tells how many syllables are in that word. For example, book has one syllable. We only hear one vowel sound. Pencil has two syllables as we hear the short e vowel sound and the short i vowel sound. Closed syllables have one vowel that represents a short vowel sound. That one vowel letter will be “closed off” by one or more consonants. Today we will be focusing on two to three syllable words with a closed syllable. For example, napkin and panic. Let’s look at more closed syllable words.”
2. Display: napkin, basket, magnet.
3. Read each word and have students clap the syllables in each word.  
4. Another option is to have students place their hand under their chin. The students will feel their chin drop with each syllable or vowel sound in a word. For example: Say mop with your hand under your chin. You will feel your chin drop one time. Say money with your hand under your chin. You will feel your chin drop two times.
5. Write the word, separating the syllables: nap kin, bas ket, mag net. Explain that these words have closed syllables because the vowel sound is followed by a consonant sound.
6. Give students a copy of the set of words. Have students highlight the vowel in one color and the consonants in another color. Have students read the word, noticing the cvc or vc pattern of each syllable.























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

Rabbits tend to spend a lot of time in the garden. They love to eat carrots, radishes, and lettuce. Take Peter Rabbit for example. That velvet, brown rabbit was always going to the garden to eat all the good vegetables. His favorite to munch on was pumpkin. He would fill his basket with as many small pumpkins as he could before he darted out of the hole in the gate. 
Brer Rabbit is another good example. He was athletic and ran to Brer Fox’s garden nonstop. He was a hotshot who had tricks up his sleeve all the time. It was in the middle of the summer when he was in need of dinner. He left his cotton bed and went to collect cotton to sell for cash so that he could eat his dinner. 






Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· But the late afternoon sun blazed down on Lapin’s overstuffed belly, and all that butter inside of it began to melt. 
· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field. 
· So next summer, come cropping time, Bouki trekked off to the back field ready to collect all of Lapin’s cotton. 
· We just finished picking all of that good-for-nothing corn off the middles of the plants.
· … some nice fat tassels and some big strong roots.
· Then, feeling kindly, he invited Bouki home for dinner.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with two or three closed syllables.  Have students use a pencil to split the highlighted words into syllables: whis/kers.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand closed syllables. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· But the late afternoon sun blazed down on Lapin’s overstuffed belly, and all that butter inside of it began to melt. 
· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field. 
· So next summer, come cropping time, Bouki trekked off to the back field ready to collect all of Lapin’s cotton. 
· We just finished picking all of that good-for-nothing corn off the middles of the plants.
· … some nice fat tassels and some big strong roots.
· Then, feeling kindly, he invited Bouki home for dinner.




Day 5: Quick Check
Multisyllabic Words (closed syllable)

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	public
	attic
	absent
	jacket
	nutshell

	common
	random
	tennis
	contest
	submit





Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _sxqkl8t2i4ol]Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

“Wait’ll I get my hands on that puny little neck of yours…”					12

But just then Bouki’s mouth opened in a barrel-sized yawn, 					23

and his eyelids clamped shut. And he fell into a standing-up tuckered-out sleep.			38

All that rich food and hard labor had made Lapin drowsy, too.					50

So, putting a little distance between himself and Bouki, he lay down				62

and dozed off as well.										67

But the late afternoon sun blazed down on Lapin’s overstuffed belly,				78

and all that butter inside of it began to melt. He woke up in an oily puddle 			95

Big as the gulf of mexico. 									101

“Uh-oh,” said Lapin, scampering off to the bayou to clean himself up. 				114



Day 2: Lesson
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

1. Say: “Consonant blends are groups or two or three consonants in words that make distinct consonant sounds. In a consonant blend, both consonant sounds can be heard and are softened when paired together.”
2. Display: ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st.
3. Read these blends.
4. Say: “These blends are going to be found at the end of words or at the end of the root word when words contain an inflectional ending. Let’s make each consonant sound separately, then read the blended sound.”
5. Display: left, lamp, pond, sink, rant, slept, desk, nest.
6. Point to and read each word with the blended sound.
7. Point to the word lasted.
8. Ask, “What is the root word in lasted? Where do we see the ending consonant blend in lasted?”
9. Ask: “What would these words sound like if we did not blend the sound?”
10. Explain to students that often, when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong. 
11. Say: “If I read the word left as /l/ /e/ /f/ /t/ (unblended), then my ears tell me that I need to make a change in the way that I am reading the word.” Read the word blended.






















Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

	Cotton is a crop that grows in clumps along the ground on Bouki’s land. He planted way too much so he was begging everyone he saw to help him with the cotton. He knew better than to ask Lapin, but he did anyways and Lapin kept helping just enough to make Bouki trust him. Later he got all the cotton crops and money from Bouki. He used his head and knew that Bouki was not too smart. When Lapin was caught, he gulped but then outsmarted Bouki again by making him feel that he was the one who was wrong. 





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· “I’m just being neighborly.”
· Bouki blinked and licked his lips.
· Bouki limped toward the bayou, his mouth watering.
· Lapin had a few measly clumps of cotton floating in the bottom of his. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with one of the ending consonant blends: ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the blends. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· “I’m just being neighborly.”
· Bouki blinked and licked his lips.
· Bouki limped toward the bayou, his mouth watering.
· Lapin had a few measly clumps of cotton floating in the bottom of his. 




Day 5: Quick Check
Consonant Blends (ending)
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, sk, st

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	left
	bump
	band
	sink
	sent

	kept
	whisk
	vest
	slept
	stamp































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _7lvcp3i2omyb]Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

Bouki thought the time was ripe to even the score with Lapin. 					12

So, with a sly grin, he said, “We’d share the crop fair and square- I’d get the top			30

of the plant, and you’d get all the rest.” He could just see himself collecting sack  			46

after sack of cotton while Lapin got nothing but roots and stems. 				58

Lapin shuffled his feet and scratched his head. Finally he said, 					69

“You drive a heap of a hard bargain, Bouki. But a feller’s got to make a living- 			86

I guess you got yourself a deal.”									93

So next summer, come cropping time, Bouki trekked off to the back field				106

ready to collect all of Lapin’s cotton. 				 				113


Day 2: Lesson
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

1. Say: “Silent e is a powerful letter that stays quiet. Silent e tells the vowel before it to say its own name instead of its short vowel sound.”
2. Display: made, site, tote, and use.
3. Read each set of words and explain that the e is not making any sound, but rather indicating that the word needs to be read with the vowel saying its own name. Remind students to read through the whole word to notice the silent e before making the sounds in the word.
4. Say: “If we read the word made as /m/ /a/ /d/ /e/ the word would not make sense. We need to look through the whole word and use context clues to hear how the word should sound. The silent e tells us the vowel a will make the long a sound.”
5. Say: “Let’s practice reading the following words.”
6. Display: rat  rate, bit  bite, hop  hope, cub  cube.
7. Allow students time to read each cvc and cvce word, noticing the vowel sound change in each pair.




Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

	That rabbit always helped a little, just enough to get some himself some cake. He is always at the right place at the right time to trick whoever he can. He loves to waste time under the shade and drive Bouki crazy. One time, he stole the mule and the ripe crops from Bouki. He had to hide the mule in the shed so he wouldn’t find it. He invited Bouki over to eat some gumbo and cake. Bouki thought the cake tasted just like the cake he had lost. He knew that it had to be the missing cake.  





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· And there, as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills and thicker than a passel of lawyers in cahoots.
· So when that rabbit came by to talk about renting the field again, Bouki said. 
· You’re just in time, neighbor,” said Lapin from atop a loaded wagon. 
· His crop fetched a pretty price, and all that money was burning a hole in Bouki’s pocket just about the time that hunger started knocking on his belly. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with the silent e rule.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand silent e. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· And there, as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills and thicker than a passel of lawyers in cahoots.
· So when that rabbit came by to talk about renting the field again, Bouki said. 
· You’re just in time, neighbor,” said Lapin from atop a loaded wagon. 
· His crop fetched a pretty price, and all that money was burning a hole in Bouki’s pocket just about the time that hunger started knocking on his belly. 




Day 5: Quick Check
Long Vowel/Silent e
a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	pale
	side
	cone
	mute
	plane

	smile
	globe
	tape
	kite
	mode

	mute
	late
	time
	hole
	use





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _34cqme6sd8ne]Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

But when he hoisted the barrels up from the bank of that bayou,					13

they were emptier than the church basket come the day after Christmas. 			25

Bouki swung a suspicious look at Lapin, and pulled himself up till he towered			39

Over him. “Why, you little scoundrel.”								45

“Moi?” said Lapin, acting innocent as a newborn baby. 						54

“Wait’ll I get my hands on that puny little neck of yours…”		 			65

But just then Bouki’s mouth opened in a barrel-sized yawn, and his eyelids			79

Clamped shut. 											81

And he fell into a standing-up, tuckered-out sleep. 						91

All that rich food and hard labor had made Lapin drowsy, too. 					103

So, putting a little distance between himself and Bouki, 						112

He lay down and dozed off as well. 								120


Day 2: Lesson
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

1. Say: “When reading words, sometimes letters do not follow their most common sound rule.  Some letters make a different sound, depending on the word they are used in. The soft c and soft g have a Norman French origin. Q’s pairing with u has a Greek origin. The letter x can make more than one sound.”
2. Display:  cage, mice, quit, six, exit.
3. Say: “Listen to me read the following words. What sound do you hear the g make in the word cage? This is the soft g sound. What sound do you hear the c make in mice? This is the soft c sound. What sound do you hear in the beginning of quit? The q and u are always paired together to make the /qu/ sound.  What sound do you hear the x make in six? Exit? The x can make the /ks/ or the /gz/ sound.”
4. Explain to students that often, when we read, we have to rely on our ears to tell us that something is wrong.  
5. Make the sounds in cage with the hard g sound. Let students hear that the hard g sound would not make sense, but the soft g sound gives us a real word.  


























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

	Bouki has always been nice and civil to every person he has come in contact with. He was excited to see Lapin wanted to help, but he was a little suspicious too. Lapin acted as innocent as a baby with his sweet little face. Bouki was very trusting, but gasped when he saw he had twice the amount of rice for his cellar and Lapin had only two little pieces. He was quick to get mad and there was a price to pay.  Bouki wanted to put Lapin in a cage or a box but he struggled to catch him. Lapin was free again.





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· He commenced to pushing and shoving on Bouki’s broad backside till Bouki fell right smack dollop into that puddle of butter.
· “We’d share the crop fair and square”
· And that left Lapin to collect a cellar full of plump sweet potatoes…
· This is my land, and you ain’t cheating me twice.
· There was clump after plump clump of rice waving in the bayou breeze.
· Then he rubbed his bulging belly, wondering what Bouki would provide for him next. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with soft g, soft c, qu, and any x.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the letter-sound correspondence. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· He commenced to pushing and shoving on Bouki’s broad backside till Bouki fell right smack dollop into that puddle of butter.
· “We’d share the crop fair and square”
· And that left Lapin to collect a cellar full of plump sweet potatoes…
· This is my land, and you ain’t cheating me twice.
· There was clump after plump clump of rice waving in the bayou breeze.
· Then he rubbed his bulging belly, wondering what Bouki would provide for him next. 




Day 5: Quick Check
Letter-Sound Variations and Generalizations
soft c, soft g, qu, x (/k/, /ks/, /gz/)

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	gem
	trace
	quiz
	exit
	huge

	price
	quick
	danger
	recess
	box

	quint
	cent
	logic
	quilt
	exam





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _blnkuqo5pk5y]Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

Bouki’s knees gave out from under him, and he patted his pounding heart.			13
“I-I dropped something up the road a ways,” he panted, “and when I 				26
went back to get it, my mule and cart musta fell in this here pothole.				41
I got to dig’em out afore that mule smothers to death.”						52
 He reached out to touch Lapin.	“You’re sure enough alive, ain’t you?”				64
“Alive and kicking,” said Lapin. “What makes you think your mule fell in that hole?”		79
“Because his tail’s sticking out of it, of course!”							88
Compere’ Lapin sat down to enjoy the goings-on until Compere’ Bouki 				100
Finally gave up. Then, feeling kindly, he invited Bouki home for dinner. 				112
By then Bouki’s belly was so empty that he followed Lapin home, 				124
And slurped down a bowl of the thick, spicy soup. “I do declare, Lapin.”				138
“This is almost as good as the gumbo that fell down that pothole.				151
It’s right kindly of you to share it with me.”							161



Day 2: Lesson
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

1. Say: “Silent letters are letters in words that are not pronounced but make a difference in the meaning and pronunciation of words. Most of these silent letters were pronounced for centuries. These letters became silent in the pronunciation but the spelling remained the same.”
2. Display: gnat, wrap, write, wreck, know, knit, knot.
3. Explain that in these words the first letter is silent.
4. Read each word, stressing the first sound heard in each word.  
5. Ask, “What would these words sound like if we added the first letter sound?”
6. Read each word, adding the /g/, /w/, and /k/ sound to each word.
7. Say: “As we read words with a silent letter, we have to use our ears and the context of what we are reading to see if the word makes sense.”
8. Display: gnaw, sign, wreck, wrench, wrote, knack, knife, knock.
9. Have students point to and read each word correctly, keeping the first letter silent.
10. Say: “Sometimes we will see a letter following an m that is silent.
11. Display: comb, crumb, autumn.
12. Read each word.
13. Ask: “What letter did you notice was kept silent when I read these words?”
14. Say: “When mb and mn are at the end of words, the last letter is silent, you only hear the /m/.”
15. Say: “As we read words that have a silent letter, we have to use our ears and the context of what we are reading to see if the word makes sense.”

















Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

	Did you know that rabbits are known to be tricksters? They are quick as a gnat so that makes it easy for them to get away when they are doing something sneaky. Their fur is so thick that they can get wrapped up in a thorny blackberry bush and not even get hurt. Rabbits are only knee high to a blackberry bush which makes them small enough to sneak around and not be seen. When you see them hopping along, you should take that as a sign that someone or something is about to be tricked. They are always up to something. Rabbits are never in the wrong place, they are always in the right place at the right time. They always wait for an opportunity to knock. Rabbits teeth grow very quickly so they must gnaw on tree limbs regularly to keep their teeth from growing out of their mouth. 




Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· But he did know that somehow Compere’ Lapin had got half of a good crop without doing a speck of work.
· Meanwhile, never let it be said that Lapin heard opportunity knock without answering the door.
· Bouki’s knees gave out from under him, and he patted his pounding heart.
· This time Compere’ Lapin scraped the bottom of the butter barrel with the last crumbs of the rum cake. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with a wr, kn, gn, mb, or mn silent letter pattern.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the silent letter pattern. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· But he did know that somehow Compere’ Lapin had got half of a good crop without doing a speck of work.
· Meanwhile, never let it be said that Lapin heard opportunity knock without answering the door.
· Bouki’s knees gave out from under him, and he patted his pounding heart.
· This time Compere’ Lapin scraped the bottom of the butter barrel with the last crumbs of the rum cake. 


















Day 5: Quick Check
Other Beginnings, Other Endings
wr-, kn-, gn, -mb, -mn

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	wreck
	knife
	gnat
	thumb
	column

	wrap
	knot
	gnome
	numb
	sign

	wrench
	knock
	lamb
	wrist
	crumb





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _q8f96snjamq0]Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

“I’m right glad you came by,” said Compere’ Lapin, chewing on a mint leaf.			14
“Soon as you collect your vines I’ll get to digging my sweet ‘taters.”				27
“Sweet potatoes!” roared Bouki. “Why you scrawny, slippery little scoundrel.			37
Those vines don’t amount to nothing but a compost heap!” He stormed off, 			50
blowing steam like a locomotive engine. And that left Lapin to collect a cellar full of 		66
plump sweet potatoes that kept him fat and sassy till the buzzing of the spring bees.		82
Next year, Compere’ Bouki was determined not to get hornswoggled by Compere Lapin.		95
So when that rabbit came by to talk about renting the field again, Bouki said,			110	
“No, sirree. This is my land, and you ain’t cheating me twice.”					122


Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

1. Say: “A vowel digraph is when two vowel letters work together to make one vowel sound. The words we look at today will have a vowel digraph making a long vowel sound.”
2. Ask: “Can you think of any words that have the long a or long o sound? Remember long vowels are when the vowel sound says its own name.”
3. List any words students say. Also, give examples to help students get started: rain, day, break, grey, toast, toe, bow, dough.  
4. After there is a list of words, point to each word, read it, and highlight the vowel digraph.
5. Have students read each word, noticing the vowel digraph makes one long vowel sound.
6. If any of the words listed follow the cvce rule, remind them why those vowels make the long a or long o sound. 




























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

	There are many different stories about rabbits who are tricksters. Take Brer Rabbit for example. He had a way about him and always caused a heap of trouble. He would go down the road to Brer Fox and break through his gate to go straight into the garden. Sometimes he would say “hey” to Brer Fox but often times he would play tricks on him. One time he used his hair on his tail to move the leaves on top of a hole where Brer Fox would fall into it. He was always cheating Brer Fox out of his tasty crops. One time he tried to cheat Brer Turtle in a race but Brer Turtle was able to defeat him. That was the last time you saw Brer Rabbit trick any of the animals in his town.  




Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· He stashed the kettles in his cellar, hid the mule and cart in the barn, and headed back up the road to see how Compere’ Bouki was getting along. 
· He plucked some hair from that mule’s tail and ran over to a big pothole in the road.
· When the crop was ready, he picked that cotton all by himself, loaded his cart, and headed to town. 
· He stormed off, blowing steam like a locomotive engine.
· He found that rabbit stretched out under the mimosa tree, drinking a mint julep and overseeing all his cousins and nieces and nephews as they hoed the field. 
· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with long vowel digraph teams.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand long vowel digraphs. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· He stashed the kettles in his cellar, hid the mule and cart in the barn, and headed back up the road to see how Compere’ Bouki was getting along. 
· He plucked some hair from that mule’s tail and ran over to a big pothole in the road.
· When the crop was ready, he picked that cotton all by himself, loaded his cart, and headed to town. 
· He stormed off, blowing steam like a locomotive engine.
· He found that rabbit stretched out under the mimosa tree, drinking a mint julep and overseeing all his cousins and nieces and nephews as they hoed the field. 
· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field. 




Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (long)
a: ai, ay, ei, ea, ey, o: oa, oe, ow, ou, ew

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	wait
	roast
	fray
	toe
	vein

	yellow
	break
	pour
	great
	mail

	board
	holiday
	obey
	sew
	elbow






























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _iavtgcq0ifuj]Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

That’s when he realized that, once again, he’d been had by that 					12
runt of a rabbit. And from that day on, Bouki resolved to find					25
a way to turn the tables on Lapin. 								33
It was July in south Louisiana, and hotter than Cajun pepper sauce. 				45
It hadn’t rained a drop since Mardi Gras. The leaves shriveled, the bayous parched,		59
and the air shimmered like swamp fire in the sizzling heat.					70
Compere’ Lapin lay in the shade, swatting at flies and trying not to let his				85
tongue hand out. Suddenly he pricked up his long and lanky ears.				97
Scritch, scratch, thump, he heard from the other side of the bamboo thicket.			110
He crawled through the underbrush to see what was going on, 					121
and came upon Compere’ Bouki dredging out a deep hole. 					131


Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

1. Say: “A vowel digraph is when two vowel letters work together to make one vowel sound. The words we look at today will have a vowel digraph making a long vowel sound.
2. Ask: “Can you think of any words that have the long e or long i sound? Remember long vowels are when the vowel sound says its own name.”
3. List any words students say. Also, give examples to help students get started: tree, clean, receipt, field, monkey, lie, bye.  
4. After there is a list of words, point to each word, read it, and highlight the vowel digraph.
5. Have students read each word, noticing the vowel digraph makes one long vowel sound.
6. If any of the words listed follow the cvce rule, remind them why those vowels make the long i or long e sound. 



Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

	Poor Bouki worked hard every day in his field. He had a mule that he loved dearly. One day, on his way to his land, Bouki saw something in the road. He wasn’t positive what he saw with his own two eyes but he thought it was a fat rabbit. He dreamed of eating that sweet, fat rabbit. He stopped his cart and mule and walked as quickly as his feet could carry him. He was only gone for a brief time. Meanwhile, Lapin spied the cart and stole his mule. He made it look like the mule fell deep into a hole. Bouki came back and panicked. He dug for the mule for what seemed like a week. He was hot and there was no breeze. Unfortunately, he never was able to get his mule out of that deep hole. 
















Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field.
· But a fellar’s got to make a living- I guess you got yourself a deal. 
· Lapin shuffled his feet and scratched his head.
· And there, as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills…
· He plowed and he planted, he weeded and he hoed.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with a long vowel digraph.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand long vowel digraphs. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· It just goes to show, there’s more than one way to crop a cotton field.
· But a fellar’s got to make a living- I guess you got yourself a deal. 
· Lapin shuffled his feet and scratched his head.
· And there, as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills…
· He plowed and he planted, he weeded and he hoed.


















Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (long)
e: ee, ea, ei, ie, ey, i: ie, ye

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	cheek
	pie
	weird
	field
	valley

	fried
	bean
	sleep
	leaf
	either

	piece
	hockey
	tried
	meat
	bye





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _1sshg6s34d13]Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

Lapin tried to push away with his right hand. But “Tee Tar Bebe					13
caught hold of it, too. “I swear, you hug like a puddle of quicksand,” said Lapin.			29
He pushed with his left hand, and it stuck, too. “Hey, take it easy,” cried Lapin,			45 
trying to get a toehold with his right foot. Then his left.						57
But they both stuck faster than a fat fist in a cookie jar. He was snared but good.			75
And that’s when Lapin realized he’d been had by old Compere’ Bouki.				87
There he stayed, with nothing to think about but the rum cake and the butter,			102
the sweet potatoes, rice, and corn, the gumbo and the bread pudding, 				114
and all the calabash gourds of water he’s weaseled out of Bouki.					126
And as he shivered through that long and lonesome night, 					136
he almost wished he’d never done any of those deeds.						146


Day 2: Lesson
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

1. Say: “A vowel digraph is when two vowel letters work together to make one vowel sound.”
2. Ask: “Can you think of any words that have the /oo/ sound as in blue?”
3. List any words students say. Also, give examples to help students get started: flew, root, shoe, soup, glue, fruit.    
4. After there is a list of words, point to each word, read it, and highlight the digraph.
5. Have students read each word, noticing the different vowel digraphs that make the /oo/ sound as in blue.
































Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

Lapin was hotter than the pool in August. It hadn’t rained in over two months and the plants were dying too. He would cool off in the bayou when he had enough energy to get down there. Sometimes he would chew on the leaves of a sassafrass tree. When he chewed on the leaves, he could get a little drink from them. When Bouki made a deal with him to help pick crops, he got his nieces and nephews to help instead of doing any of the work. Finally the crops were due and Bouki didn’t want to give him anything. Since Bouki refused to give him his portion, he stole some gumbo stew instead. That soup was so good and spicy that it filled him up for a long time. 




Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· The leaves shriveled, the bayous parched, and the air shimmered like swamp fire in the sizzling heat. 
· “Me, I get plenty o’ water from the morning dew.”
· Now Bouki should’ve known that as soon as he told that rogue of a rabbit not to do something, that was the very thing he made up in his mind to do. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with a vowel digraph.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand vowel digraphs. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· The leaves shriveled, the bayous parched, and the air shimmered like swamp fire in the sizzling heat. 
· “Me, I get plenty o’ water from the morning dew.”
· Now Bouki should’ve known that as soon as he told that rogue of a rabbit not to do something, that was the very thing he made up in his mind to do. 




















Day 5: Quick Check
Part 1: Vowel Digraphs (other)
ew, oo, oe, ou, ue, ui

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	stew
	tool
	shoe
	soup
	flew

	drooling
	clue
	fruit
	blew
	tooth

	blue
	juice
	crew
	group
	suit





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _d4rsmecdbpcw]Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw
 
Lapin looked all droopy. “You’re a hard straw boss, I guarantee.					11
But it’s a deal.” Come harvestime, Bouki couldn’t wait to get the best of Lapin,			26
along with all those plump sweet potatoes. But when he looked out				38
over Lapin’s field, he couldn’t believe his eyeballs.						46
There was clump after plump clump of rice waving in the bayou breeze.				59
“I’m right glad to see you,” said Lapin. 								67
“I done harvested the grain heads off my rice crop. Now you can haul off your rice		84
and straw and your roots.”									89
“Straws and roots!” sputtered Bouki, heading home empty-handed.				98
But, like a gambler who’s got to play just one more hand of poker, 				112
he was sure he could figure out a way to win. 							123


Day 2: Lesson
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

1. Say: “A vowel digraph is when two vowel letters work together to make one vowel sound.”
2. Ask: “Can you think of any words that have the /oo/ sound as in book?”
3. List any words students say. Also, give examples to help students get started: book, looking, would.
4. After there is a list of words, point to each word, read it, and highlight the vowel digraph.
5. Have students read each word, noticing the vowel digraph that makes the /oo/ sound as in book.
6. Repeat this same process for the other set of vowel digraphs.
7. Ask: “Can you think of any words that have the short o sound as in fault or drawn?
8. List any words students say. Also give examples to help students get started:  fault, lawn.
9. After there is a list of words, point to each word, read it, and highlight the digraph.
10. Have students read each word, noticing the vowel digraphs that make the short o sound.



























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

The story starts with the animals feeling awful. It is so hot out, that the animals are trying to drink any drop of water they can get their paws on. They are trying to lay out in the shade any time they can. As Bouki digs a well, he feels so good when he finally strikes water at the bottom. Of course, Lapin hears him yell and feeling scrawny, he decided to walk over to Bouki to see what the fuss was. Bouki told Lapin not to touch his water well or that would be the last straw. He said he would haul him off for good.  Lapin assured him that he wouldn’t touch the well but of course when Bouki fell asleep he became determined to draw all the water up to drink. 




























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· … as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills and thicker than a passel of lawyers in cahoots.
· You’re a hard straw boss, I guarantee.
· “Straw and Roots!” sputtered Bouki, heading home empty-handed.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with a vowel digraph.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand vowel digraphs. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· … as far as the eye could see, stretched sweet potato vines greener than ten-dollar bills and thicker than a passel of lawyers in cahoots.
· You’re a hard straw boss, I guarantee.
· “Straw and Roots!” sputtered Bouki, heading home empty-handed.




















Day 5: Quick Check
Part 2: Vowel Digraphs (other)
oo, ou, au, aw

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	haul
	should
	straw
	good
	fault

	drawn
	took
	would
	squawked
	stood































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _5019dhhz2sgk]R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

Then Bouki scratched his head. “Come to think of it, seems to me that 		  		14
first rabbit I passed bore a strong resemblance to Compere’ Lapin.				25
I don’t care if I’ve already got more food than a horse has flies--					39
I’m going to run back and get that scoundrel!”							48
As soon as Bouki was out of sight, Lapin raised himself up from the dead				63	
and grabbed the reins of the cart, ready to make off with all that gumbo				78
and all that bread pudding.									83
But because it was his nature, he thought up something better.					94
He plucked some hair from that mule’s tail and ran over to a big pothole in the road.		112
Then, just like he was planting a rosebush, he stuck the mule hair down into the hole		129
and pulled up a little dirt around it. 								137


Day 2: Lesson
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

1. Say: “When the letter r follows a vowel, the vowel is usually forced to change its sound.  Listen to how the r changes the sound of the vowel that it follows.”
2. Display: cat. Say “cat.”
3. Display: car. Say “car.”
4. Say: “In the word cat the letter a says its short vowel sound. In the word car the letter a does not say the short vowel sound. The ar creates a new sound.”
5. Review the r-controlled vowels and sounds with students: ar, er, ir, or, ur.
6. Give examples of the same process using bid and bird, pen and fern, bun and burn, con and corn.




























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

When you are working on a farm, you have a lot of things to take care of. One thing you must take care of is the animals. Many farms have horses. You must feed them straw and brush their hair. The sheep are even more work. You have to be sure not to scare them or else the herd will run and hide. You have to work really hard to take care of your crops on the farm too. Corn can be hard to grow if you do not use enough water or have enough dirt. Many times you use a horse and cart to help keep the crops nice and clean by getting rid of the weeds and other grass. 





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· But those blackberry briers are my worstest nightmare come true.
· He stashed the kettles in his cellar, hid the mule and cart in the barn, and headed back up the road to see how Compere’ Bouki was getting along.
· I don’t care if I’ve already got more food than a horse has flies- I’m going to run back and get that scoundrel!
· They must all be dying of eternal laziness.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.  
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with an r-controlled vowel.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the letter pattern. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words. 

· But those blackberry briers are my worstest nightmare come true.
· He stashed the kettles in his cellar, hid the mule and cart in the barn, and headed back up the road to see how Compere’ Bouki was getting along.
· I don’t care if I’ve already got more food than a horse has flies- I’m going to run back and get that scoundrel!
· They must all be dying of eternal laziness.
















Day 5: Quick Check
R-Controlled
er, ir, or, ur, ar

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	bird
	concert
	fur
	star
	fork

	twirl
	under
	hurt
	smart
	born

	dirt
	letter
	spurt
	park
	form





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _bwrfz180l54l]L-Controlled
al

“Hey, take it easy,” cried Lapin, trying to get a toehold with his right foot.				15
Then his left. But they both stuck faster than a fat fist in a cookie jar.				31
He was snared but good.									36
And that’s when Lapin realized he’d been had by old Compere’ Bouki.				48
There he stayed, with nothing to think about but the rum cake and the butter,			63
the sweet potatoes, rice, and corn, the gumbo and the bread pudding, 				75
and all the calabash gourds of water he’d weaseled out of Bouki.					87
And as he shivered through that long and lonesome night, he almost wished			100
he’d never done any of those deeds.								107
Next morning, the sun woke Bouki.								113
When he spied Lapin all stuck in that coal tar, he danced a gleeful jig.				128


Day 2: Lesson
L-Controlled
al

1. Say: “When the letter l follows the letter a, it changes the sound of the a.  Listen to how the l changes the sound of the a.”
2. Display: hat. Say: “hat.”
3. Display: halt. Say: “halt.”
4. Say: “In the word hat, the letter a says its short vowel sound. In the word halt, the letter a does not say the short vowel sound. The al creates a new sound.”
5. Display: all and call. Say: “all and call.”





























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
L-Controlled
al

In Lapin Plays Possum, all Bouki wants is help from Lapin but Lapin falls short of that expectation.  Lapin had a belly that loved gumbo and bread pudding and he would do anything to get his hands on some. He could smell food from a mile away. It was like the food was calling him. Lapin would wait until Bouki was around to try to outsmart him and sucker him out of all his money or food. His eyeballs were always looking and waiting. Bouki tried not to let Lapin get around him but somehow, Lapin always found a way. 






























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
L-Controlled
al

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· And that left Lapin to collect a cellar full of plump sweet potatoes that kept him fat and sassy till the buzzing of the spring bees.
· But when he looked out over Lapin’s field, he couldn’t believe his eyeballs.
· His crop fetched a pretty price, and all that money was burning a hole in Bouki’s pocket…
· The smell of all that food was teasing his taste buds, but he held his breath and made like he was dead.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.  
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with an l-controlled vowel.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the letter pattern. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· And that left Lapin to collect a cellar full of plump sweet potatoes that kept him fat and sassy till the buzzing of the spring bees.
· But when he looked out over Lapin’s field, he couldn’t believe his eyeballs.
· His crop fetched a pretty price, and all that money was burning a hole in Bouki’s pocket…
· The smell of all that food was teasing his taste buds, but he held his breath and made like he was dead.



















Day 5: Quick Check
L-Controlled
al

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	all
	ball
	malt
	call
	halt
































Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _nfdb4e8aq9rj]Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

Just then Lapin stuck out his head. He was grinning from long ear to long ear.			16
“Thank you so kindly for turning me loose,” said Lapin sweetly.					27
“Turning you loose?” said Bouki, dumbfounded.							33
“Why yes, mon ami- don’t you know those stickers skim right off a rabbit’s fur?	  		48
Fact is, you delivered me to the very briar patch							58
where my dear old mama brought me into the world.”						68
Compere’ Bouki made a mighty lunge after him.							76
But those stickery vines didn’t skim right off his fur;						86
in fact, they latched on like a flea on a catahoula hound.						98
The more Bouki fought, the more tangled up he got,						108
until he was snared like a stinkbug in a spider web.						119


Day 2: Lesson
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

1. Say: “When two vowels share a syllable, they form a new sound. This is called a diphthong.”
2. Display: con. Say: “con.”
3. Display: coin. Say: “coin.”
4. Say: “In the first word, the vowel o says the short o sound. In the second word, the o and the i share a syllable and glide together to form a new sound.”
5. Display: box. Say: “box.”
6. Display: boy. Say: “boy.”
7. Say: “In the first word, the vowel o says the short o sound. In the second word, the o and the y share a syllable and glide together to form a new sound.”
8. Display: pond. Say: “pond.”
9. Display: pound. Say: “pound.”
10. Say: “In the first word, the vowel o says the short o sound. In the second word, the o and the u share a syllable and glide together to form a new sound.”
11. Display: dot. Say: “dot.”
12. Display: down. Say: “down.”
13. Say: “In the first word, the vowel o says the short o sound. In the second word, the o and the w share a syllable and glide together to form a new sound.”




















Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

Lapin is a sneaky little scoundrel, always has been and always will be. He listened with his ears on the ground to hear when Bouki is about to come around. When he hears Bouki coming to town, he waits to enjoy what he will get out of Bouki that day. Bouki scowls when he sees Lapin or even hears his name.  He vows to never let Lapin help him, but somehow, Lapin is always able to outsmart Bouki. Bouki towers over Lapin and threatens him to leave him alone. Lapin always acts like a scared mouse and Bouki usually backs down. 





























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· Lapin got up and raced pell-mell through the woods, threw himself down on the ground, and imitated a dead doornail. 
· As soon as Bouki was out of sight, Lapin raised himself up from the dead and grabbed the reins of the cart…
· Bouki’s knees gave out from under him, and he patted his pounding heart.
· Compere’ Lapin sat down to enjoy the goings-on until Compere’ Bouki finally gave up. 

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.  
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with a vowel diphthong.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand the letter pattern. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· Lapin got up and raced pell-mell through the woods, threw himself down on the ground, and imitated a dead doornail. 
· As soon as Bouki was out of sight, Lapin raised himself up from the dead and grabbed the reins of the cart…
· Bouki’s knees gave out from under him, and he patted his pounding heart.
· Compere’ Lapin sat down to enjoy the goings-on until Compere’ Bouki finally gave up. 
















Day 5: Quick Check
Vowel Diphthongs
oi, oy, ou, ow

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	oil
	boy
	pout
	cow
	foil

	soy
	bout
	how
	join
	toy

	found
	down
	spoil
	enjoy
	cloud





























Day 1: Fluency
[bookmark: _p9dbmrqh16si]Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

Well, it wasn't long before Compere’ Lapin came skipping along 					10
with his empty calabashes and a powerful thirst.							18
In the pale light of the moon, he saw somebody who wasn’t Bouki 				31
sitting right there beside the well.								37
Lapin ducked into the blackberry buses. 								43
By and by when he made out that it was a female somebody, 					56
he stepped out into the moonlight like a mouse to a trap. 					68
“Yoo-hoo! Bonsoir; ‘tee mademoiselle!” The Tee Tar Bebe didn't answer.				79	
Lapin snuck a little closer. “Aw, no need to be shy.” 						90
Tee Tar Bebe kept quiet. Lapin strutted right up beside her. 					101
“How ‘bout giving us a kiss, ‘tee mademoiselle?” 						109
And he closed his eyes, puckered his lips, and leaned in for a big fat smooch.			125	


Day 2: Lesson
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

1. Say: “When we read words with more than one syllable, it is important to pay attention to the word chunks. Usually we can sound out a multisyllabic word if we can break the word apart and sound out the parts of the word. Open syllables end with a long vowel sound spelled with one vowel letter.”
2. Display: difference.
3. Say: “I know each syllable has one vowel sound. I see four vowels in this word, but the last vowel is an e at the end of the word, so it is probably silent e. Therefore, I think this word has three syllables. The vowels in this word are separated by consonants. If I separate the vowels between the consonants, I get dif-fer-ence.”
4. Display: dif-fer-ence.
5. Say: “This word is difference.”




























Day 3: Target Skills Practice
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

Rabbits have been sneaky animals since the beginning of time. Think back on Peter Rabbit, he was always sneaking over with his quick feet to Mr. McGregor’s garden to steal vegetables. He was small enough to fit through the gates and loved to eat. Then you have Brer Rabbit who was fast and a prankster to all the animals. He used his ears to listen for other friendly animals to come near him and he would outsmart them into giving him whatever he needed. Lapin was no different. He was quick at getting to the bayou and back to eat all the cake. He could outsmart Bouki into believing his mule had fallen into a hole. He also outsmarted Bouki into throwing him into the briar patch. Rabbits have always been the sneakiest animals around. 




























Day 4: Unit Text Practice
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

1. Provide students with the following sentences from Lapin Plays Possum.

· Then he rubbed his bulging belly, wondering what Bouki would provide for him next. 
· There was Bouki, waist-deep in fresh excavation and working a shovel like crazy.
· It’s a good thing I got plenty o’ provisions here, or I might’ve picked up that fat ole thing for supper…
· Come to think of it, seems to me that first rabbit I passed bore a strong resemblance to Compere’ Lapin.

2. Prompt students to echo read each sentence.
3. Prompt students to read the sentence and highlight the words with two or three open syllables.  Have students use a pencil to split the highlighted words into syllables: diff/er/ence.
4. Ask the students to explain why they chose to highlight their selected words to ensure they understand open syllables. Then prompt students to practice reading the highlighted words aloud.

· Then he rubbed his bulging belly, wondering what Bouki would provide for him next. 
· There was Bouki, waist-deep in fresh excavation and working a shovel like crazy.
· It’s a good thing I got plenty o’ provisions here, or I might’ve picked up that fat ole thing for supper…
· Come to think of it, seems to me that first rabbit I passed bore a strong resemblance to Compere’ Lapin.




















Day 5: Quick Check
Multisyllabic Words (open syllable)

Ask the student to read the first row of words.
· If the student can read at least four of the words in the row, ask the student to continue to the second row.
· If the student cannot read the first four words, stop the assessment.

	repeat
	partner
	dedicate
	decline
	shredded

	document
	paper
	completion
	rocket
	cooperate

	bacon
	imagine
	anybody
	historical
	behave
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