
Documents 1, 2, and 3: Freedoms vs. Restrictions 
  

Critical Thinking Questions: Use evidence from the documents to answer the questions.  
 
Group 1  -  Document 1: Reactions to the Freedmen  
 

1. Restate the author’s conclusion in your own words. What does the author base this conclusion on? 
Give three pieces of evidence from the rest of the document.  
 
2. How does the author characterize the supporters and opponents of free labor? Give one piece of 
evidence from the text for each point of view.  
 
Group 2   -  Document 2: Excerpts from “Ordinance No. 35” 
 

1. Write a short letter from the perspective of a recently emancipated person in Saint Landry Parish in 
1866. You’re writing to family members who moved to the North after the Civil War ended, and telling 
them about what your life is like after the abolition of slavery. What kinds of challenges do you face on a 
daily basis in terms of transportation, work, and religious/social life? Make sure that your letter 
references some of the issues discussed in this document.  
 
Group 3  -  Document 3: The Civil Rights Act of 1866  
 

1. In your own words, what specific rights are guaranteed in this document? To whom do they apply, 
and who is excluded from holding these rights?  
 
2. What civil rights do US citizens hold today that are not contained within this portion of the act?  
 
Every Group Must Complete: 
 

List five freedoms granted to African Americans 
after emancipation.  

List five restrictions on the lives of African 
Americans after emancipation. 
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