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Introductions

Gail Farrell
Senior Executive Coach
American Reading Company

Formerly:
• Teacher, SD of Philadelphia; 10 Years
• Demonstration Teacher, K-8

- SD of Philadelphia  



Think-Pair-Share

What best practices do your teachers already have 
in place to teach Foundational Skills?

What resources do you have in place to support 
those best practices?



PRINCIPLES OF RTI- RICHARD ALLINGTON

1. Matching reader and text level.

2.  Dramatically expanding reading 
activity.

3. Using very small groups or 
tutoring.

4. Coordinating intervention with 
core classroom.

5.  Delivering instruction by expert 
teachers.

6.  Focusing on metacognition and 
meaning.

7.  Using texts that are interesting to 
students.



Formative Assessment

What is formative assessment?

How does the IRLA help facilitate the 
process?



Materials



The IRLA



The ENIL



Text Complexity and Grade Level Proficiency

Standard 10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently.

Independently = 99-100% accuracy

Proficiently = 90% comprehension
Emmett Betts, 1946; Richard Allington, 2011



Supporting All Readers



College & Career Ready

Literary Analysis

Authors’ Craft, Point of View, Bias

Genre Expansion

Latin & Greek Roots

Academic Vocabulary of 1,500+ Tier II/III Words

Tier II Vocabulary in Context

Multisyllabic Words

2-Syllable Words

Onset + Sight Word/Rime

Initial Blends & Digraphs

High-Frequency Words

Active Reading Strategies & Initial Consonants

Irregularly Spelled Words & Chapter Books

IRLA:  A Developmental Reading Taxonomy

Work with your partner to place the stages in a 

reasonable order of acquisition.

Which do you think students typically learn first?  Next?    



College & Career Ready

Literary Analysis

Authors’ Craft, Point of View, Bias

Genre Expansion

Academic Vocabulary of 1,500+ Tier II/III Words

Tier II Vocabulary in Context

Multisyllabic Words

2-Syllable Words

Closed Syllables

High-Frequency Words

Active Reading Strategies 

Chapter Books

ENIL:  A Developmental Reading Taxonomy

Open Syllables and Initial Vowel Sound

Work with your partner to place the stages in a 
reasonable order of acquisition.

Which do you think students typically learn 
first? Next?



IRLA Grade Level Equivalencies



ENIL Grade Level Equivalencies



How do teachers use this tool?

Educators can use this tool to:

• Establish baseline reading levels 
for every student.

• Develop an action plan to work 
toward proficiency for every 
student.

• Monitor progress toward goals.



Student Action Planner 



Major Learning

ENTRY 
Requirements—To 
get into this level

Major CCSS addressed in 
this color level

EXIT Requirements—
To move to the next 
level

Grade Level 
Equivalency

Architecture of a Color Level

Major 
Learning



Architecture of a Color Level



Student proficiency 
requirements for entry.

Includes names and page 
numbers of the resources 
you will use to assess their 
proficiency.

Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



Architecture of a Color Level



PRINCIPLES OF RTI- RICHARD ALLINGTON

1. Matching reader and text level.

2.  Dramatically expanding reading 
activity.

3. Using very small groups or 
tutoring.

4. Coordinating intervention with 
core classroom.

5.  Delivering instruction by expert 
teachers.

6.  Focusing on metacognition and 
meaning.

7.  Using texts that are interesting to 
students.



The Foundational Skills Toolkit (FSTK)



Foundational Skills Build 
Developmentally

Making Sense

Concept of Word

Initial Consonants

High Frequency Words

Initial Blends & Digraphs

Onset + Sight Word

1-Syllable Word Families

2-Syllable Words

MultisyllabicFind out what 
students CAN 

DO.

Then teach them 
what they need to 

learn NEXT.



The IRLA Toolkit  (Readers at WT and Above)

Academic 
Vocabulary

Figurative 
Language

Greek & Latin 
Roots

Genre Expansion Author’s Craft



Use the corresponding lessons in the Foundational 
Skills Toolkit to teach specific skills to decode 
one-syllable words.

Student 
Facing

Teacher 
Facing



Sample Lesson 4: - it

Student 
Sees This



Rest of us 
see this.

Sample Lesson 4: - it



Goal In Student-
Friendly Language

Teacher 
Models

Guided Practice

Phonological Awareness

Practice to automaticity 
using multiple modes 
(visual, kinesthetic, etc.)

Sample Lesson 4: - it



Provide Guided & Independent Practice to Support Students

Reading with basic 
comprehension

Fluency practice
Goal: Automaticity 
with new decoding skill

Spelling/Dictation



Provide Guided & Independent Practice to Support Students



Phonetically Controlled Guided Reading Texts



Guided Reading Lesson: Apply new skill to text

Reading with basic 
comprehension



Guided Reading Lesson: Apply new skill to text

Fluency practice
Goal: Automaticity 
with new decoding skill



VIDEO

FSTK DEMONSTRATION LESSON

LEVEL 1B

PLACE IMAGE OF MATT HERE (from video)



Thank You!


