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In this session, we will: 

1. Define 21st Century Literacy
2. Describe what it looks like in the classroom
3. Create an action plan to support 21st Century Literacy

Objectives
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• What is 21st Century Literacy?

• What does a 21st Century Literacy classroom look like?

• How can we support our students in this digital age?

• Next Steps



What is 21st 
Century Literacy?



What is 21st 
Century Literacy?

As society and technology change, 
so does literacy. Because 

technology has increased the 
intensity and complexity of literate 

environments, the 21st century 
demands that a literate person 

possess a wide range of abilities 
and competencies, many literacies. 

These literacies are multiple, 
dynamic, and malleable.

-NCTE-



Changing 
Education 
Paradigms 

As you watch the video, 
consider: 

How has curriculum and 
instruction changed to 
meet the needs of students 
of the 21st Century?

https://youtu.be/zDZFcDGpL4U
https://youtu.be/zDZFcDGpL4U
https://youtu.be/zDZFcDGpL4U


Redefining 
Literacy in the 
21st Century

In what ways do you use 
digital literacy in your 
classroom?

https://medium.com/literate-schools/redefining-literacy-in-the-21st-century-139894b14fd4
https://medium.com/literate-schools/redefining-literacy-in-the-21st-century-139894b14fd4
https://medium.com/literate-schools/redefining-literacy-in-the-21st-century-139894b14fd4
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According to the 
NCTE, 

successful participants in 
a 21st Century society 

must be able to:

● Develop proficiency and fluency with the 
tools of technology;

● Build intentional cross-cultural connections 
and relationships with others so to pose 
and solve problems collaboratively and 
strengthen independent thought;

● Design and share information for global 
communities to meet a variety of purposes;
Manage, analyze, and synthesize multiple 
streams of simultaneous information;

● Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate 
multimedia texts;

● Attend to the ethical responsibilities 
required by these complex environments.



Elements of the 
NCTE Framework

When you think of your own 
classroom, are you able to 
answer “yes” to most of 
these questions? 

If not, what gets in the 
way?

http://www.ncte.org/digital-literacy
http://www.ncte.org/digital-literacy
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How can we adjust instruction to better meet the needs of 
students in the 21st Century?



How can we adjust instruction to better meet the needs of 
students in the 21st Century?

Provide opportunities for:

● online searches 
● Google Drive submissions and 

communication
● using digital language in the 

classroom environment
● creating, critiquing, and 

analyzing online sources
● evaluating online sources
● video presentations



Create an 21st Century Literacy Action Plan
1. In what ways does your high quality ELA curriculum integrate digital 

literacy into your classroom?
2. Where does your ELA curriculum leave room for improvement of digital 

literacy?
3. Determine 3 action steps to integrate digital literacy into your 

classroom in the Fall.



Review Your 21st Century Literacy Action Plan

What resources will you need to 
implement your action steps?

What funds will you need to 
implement your action steps?

Do your action steps support your 
students in reading, understanding, 
and expressing understanding of 
complex texts?
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How can you encourage a school-wide change to support 
21st Century Literacy?


