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• Why school level financial data?

• What is the new ESSA School Level Reporting Requirement?

• What is the reporting timeline? 

• What is school level financial data?

• What is Louisiana doing to comply with the requirement?

• What do districts and schools need to do?

• Next steps

Agenda



Why School Level Financial Data?
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• Significant demand has existed in recent years for finance data at the 
school level. 

• Policymakers, researchers, parents, and the public have voiced interest 
in learning about whether the distribution of school funding within and 
across school districts is equitable.

• Additionally, examining if dollars are being spent in ways that increase 
student achievement has also been a goal of stakeholders.

School Level Financial Data



5

• With the passage of Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), this federal law 
now requires the publication of some school level financial information.  

• This new financial transparency provision will likely raise questions never 
before addressed.

• School district leaders and principals should begin to familiarize themselves 
with the data to be prepared for this new transparency.

School Level Financial Data



New School Level Reporting Requirement
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• ESSA requires states and school districts to add certain school level 
financial information to their annual report cards.

• Specifically, the requirement states the following should be included: 

• “the per pupil expenditures of Federal, State, and local funds, including 
actual personnel expenditures and actual nonpersonnel expenditures 
of Federal, State, and local funds, disaggregated by source of funds, for 
each local educational agency and each school in the State for the 
preceding fiscal year.” (§1111(h)(1)(C)(x) and (h)(2)(C)).

School Level Reporting Requirement
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• These regulations specify the data should include per pupil expenditure 
amounts for:

• Personnel costs including salaries and benefits

• Non-personnel costs 

• Expenditures must also be broken down by funding sources:

• Federal, State, and local

School Level Reporting Requirement



Reporting Timeline
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• Originally, publication of the financial data had to begin with the 2017-18 
school year report cards.

• Recent communications by USDOE provided a one year delay to the due 
date for reporting school-level expenditure data.

• Full compliance is now required when the 2018-19 school report cards are 
released in the 2019-20 school year. 

• States’ are required to demonstrate its commitment to fulfilling this 
provision on its 2017-18 report cards.

• Publication of a brief description of the steps being taken to ensure 
that financial information will be included beginning with the 2018-19 
report cards is required.  

Timeline



Louisiana’s Data
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• Fortunately, Louisiana is ahead of the game.  

• Since 2008-09, Louisiana has been publishing school level financial data to 
comply with Act 310 passed by the Legislature in 2009.

• This data is currently provided on the Louisiana Believes website under the 
Funding tab.

Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data



17

Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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Louisiana’s Data
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• Data is self reported by school districts and schools to the LDOE

• Two data sets are combined to create this report:

• Profile of Educational Personnel (PEP)

• Provides salaries and benefits at the school level

• Personnel expenses on average are about 85% of school spending

• Annual Financial Report (AFR)

• Provides detailed expenditure data at LEA level

• Report utilizes the non-personnel expenditures and allocates the 
cost to school level based on student count

• Non-personnel expenses are on average about 15% of school 
spending

Louisiana’s Data



New School Level Data
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• There are may states that have never collected and reported school level  
financial data.

• Since Louisiana is so far ahead, the LDOE has been working cooperatively 
with other states to design a recommended uniform reporting model that 
complies with the ESSA requirements.

• The proposed model first provides basic per pupil expenditure data for:

• School Site specific expenditure per pupil by funding source

• School Site share of expenditure per pupil by funding source 

• Future work will focus on other data that may be required such as 
personnel and non-personnel information.   

New School Level Data 
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New School Level Data 

What funding makes up this school's total expenditures per pupil?

Total School Site Specific Expenditures Per Pupil 

State/Local ####

Federal ####

Total School Site Specific Expenditure ####

Total School Site Share of Districtwide 
Expenditures Per Pupil 

State/Local ####

Federal ####

Total ####

Total School Site Share of Expenditure ####
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• Since Louisiana has so much data and has already published this data for 
many years, the challenge now is to format the data in an easier to 
understand format.

• Plans are to develop several formats for the data:

• Public view of the data, simple and easy to understand

• District and School leader format with more detailed information.

• Focus groups will be utilized to assess the ease of use of the data once the 
proposed models are complete. 

New School Level Data 



How to Prepare for Publication
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• The release of the newly formatted school level data is far enough in the 
future that district and school leaders have time to be prepared.

• The new transparency will possibly highlight patterns of spending that 
could bring into question inequities among schools and students within the 
same district.

• It would be a good investment of time beginning now to explore the 
current school level expenditure information published on the LDOE 
website.

How to Prepare for Publication



29

• Examples of questions to ask when reviewing the current school level data:

• Why schools are getting more of less funding than schools the same 
size?

• Are district allocations for high-need students boosting spending at 
high need schools?

• Are central expenditures invested efficiently?

• What student outcomes are generated for the dollars invested at the 
school?

How to Prepare for Publication
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• Recognizing the challenges ahead, the LDOE will develop tools and provide 
assistance to districts and schools in order to -

• Analyze and interpret the data

• Prepare for communications on the data 

• Look for information over the next 18 months on these tools and hints to 
assist with the release.

Next Steps



Questions


