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Summer 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the ELPT Results’ session.
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Today’s Goals

At the end of this presentation, participants will understand: 

• How to read an ELPT Student Report-review

• How to use these results to make instructional decisions

• What next steps to take to help students progress in becoming fully English proficient

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are our goals for today. If you were able to attend the collaborative presentation in March, you will have seen some of this, but we will have an opportunity this time to go through the activity and to work collaboratively.
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Agenda

1. Relationship between ELPT Results and Louisiana’s Vision for English Learners
2. Louisiana’s Academic Strategy
3. ELPT’s Individual Student Report Components
4. Alignment of Results with the Connectors for Els
5. Interpreting Results for Instructional Purposes
6. Individual Learning Plans
7. Next Steps



Why are the ELPT Results Important? 
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Vision for English Learners

Acknowledging the diverse language and cultural experiences English learners bring to 
school, Louisiana believes English learners, like all other students, can achieve academic 
success through a clear and concise alignment of quality standards, instructional programs
and resources, professional development, and assessments.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They ELPT results are very important because they provide teachers with the knowledge they need  to best address the linguistic needs of each individual EL.It answers the question we often hear from teachers  “How can I help my Els ?”  I Don’t know what to do for these students.  Louisiana’s vision for English learners is parallel to the high expectations it holds for all students, and the ELPT results will help us fulfill the vision.
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Louisiana’s Academic Strategy

• In order for students to have access to meaningful 
experiences every day, we must have coherent and 
aligned academic structures in place.

• The assessments school systems and teachers use 
must be connected to standards-aligned curriculum 
and professional development. The results will then 
demonstrate the student’s level of performance and 
their relationship to the standards.  

• In this session, we will focus on how to use the results 
from the ELPT to create individual learning plans for 
each EL student.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year was our first time giving ELPT, a fully aligned, content based  assessment of English language proficiency. These results will be used to establish a baseline for our students and our schools, but since this is a new test with more detailed reports, we are going to use them to make some instructional decisions
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ELPT: One Measure of Progress

• As educators, we use many indicators to assess a student; ELPT is just one of them.

• By using emerging technologies and innovative methods, ELPT provides evidence of how a 
student is progressing towards full language proficiency. 

• By measuring this progress across the separate domains of Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking, we are able to fine tune our supports and interventions to meet students’ 
specific needs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With these results, we really want to focus on the student’s performance level in the specific  domains and what our performance level descriptors say about the student. But we also want to bring in our student characteristics. 
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Making Use of the ELPT Results

Measure 
Progress 

Towards English 
Proficiency 

Inform 
Program 
Eligibility 

Determinations

Evaluate 
Programs and 
Accountability Assessment 

results have 
interrelated 
functions and 
help educators 
make informed 
decisions.



What is on the Report? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take out your student reports or refer to the sample reports we have for you. This graphic gives a very simple breakdown of what we are seeing here.  
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Individual Score Reports: Key Components

1. Domain Scores
2. Performance 

Levels and 
Descriptors

3. Proficiency 
Determination

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take out your reports. 
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ELPT Sample Report: Domain Scores
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Each student 
receives 
domain 
scores which 
define the 
specific 
performance 
levels.

This is part of the 
information
we want content
teachers to 
know.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The area that is of the most interest to us is that bottom area where the scores are given by domain and level.  
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Performance Level Descriptors
Domain Score Description

Listening 5 When listening, the student is working on identifying, gathering and sequencing information from a 
long oral presentation; identifying main points and retelling key details in complex stories and longer 
presentations; determining the meaning of advanced vocabulary; drawing conclusions and making 
comparisons based on a long conversation.

Reading 4 When reading, the student is working on determining the main idea and a number of key details that 
support the main idea; answering more complex questions; understanding the meaning of some 
academic and content vocabulary and less common words and expressions to make meaning of text; 
understanding how word structures affect meaning. 

Speaking 5 When speaking, the student is working on participating in extended discussions by asking and 
answering questions; delivering oral presentations on a variety of topics; introducing topics, presenting 
facts using temporal and linking words, and articulating a conclusion; expanding use of complex 
sentences, word choices and verbs; expressing opinions by giving several reasons for the opinions; 
articulating conclusions about the opinions

Writing 3 When writing, the student is creating words by filling in a missing letter; composing simple and 
compound sentences with clear meaning that relate to a prompt; recognizing and using parts of 
speech; developing control of verb tenses; expanding word choice to communicate meaning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what we really want to give to our content teachers.



Interpreting the Results
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The Connectors for ELs

Domains Corresponding ELP Connector
Listening & 
Reading

1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational through grade 
appropriate listening, reading and viewing

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and 
informational text

Speaking
and
Writing

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and topics

4 Construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning and 
evidence

7 Adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing

Listening,
Speaking, Reading,
and 
Writing

2 Participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas, and analyses, 
responding to peer, audience, or reader comments and questions

5 Conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve 
problems

6 Analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go back and refresh our memory.    The Connectors are a set of statements that address the linguistic demands in all four language domains in order to access and be able to engage in content instruction. The Connectors themselves are a reflection of the language domains.



Alignment of Connectors and ELPT 

The Connectors for Els  describe:
• how language is used to meet the rigorous content demands by grade or grade bands
• how students progress through a continuum of predictable language stages
• what teachers should reasonable expect from Els in various stages of language 

development ;“An EL Can….”

ELPT    Connectors for Els    

Description of language 
demands to meet content 
standards

What language skills and 
proficiency level does the 
student presently have?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ELPT measures the language proficiency a student demonstrates through content tasks.  Does the student possess a high level of language proficiency to be successful in academic classes? If not yet, where is he? , What can he do with language and how much support will he need to be engaged in content learning?
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Performance Levels = Connectors for Els

✓The PLDs show us what a student is working on by domain.
✓The EL Connectors show us what a student should be able to do at his/her performance 

level.

Performance Level 
Descriptors: 

Organized by Grade 
and Domain

Connectors for 
Els: Organized 

by Standard and 
Grade Level
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Performance Levels and Descriptors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scale scores are super helpful to identify appropriate level (little, some or lots)  of support.  In this example, although the Reading Performance Level is a 3 and the determination is Intermediate a closer look at the scale score reveals that this student will continue to need lots of support as they are presently functioning more as an Early Intermediate.
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Exiting

• To exit, a student must score proficient in all tested domains
• This means a 4 or a 5 in each domain
• All 4’s = exit
• All 5’s = exit
• Combination of 4’s and 5’s in any of the 4 domains  = exit

Once the student exits, he/she is placed on monitor status rolls (unflagged as EL in SIS) 
for two years and does not need to take ELPT the next school year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the criteria for exiting a student.  Please remember that a student must exit if he meets the PROFICIENT determination and the EL status on SIS must be removed.



Making a Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we move into the activity, start thinking about the students you had this past school year.
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Activity

Imagine one of your students and his/her ELPT scores. Now, answer these questions:
1. What connectors might you focus on in order to support this student’s learning?
2. What knowledge and skills do you want this student to be able to demonstrate?
3. What other sources of information would you use to gain a fuller understanding of this 

student’s progress toward full English proficiency? 
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By Domain

Before we make the plan, we need to decide how much support this student is going to 
need. 

Domain Level Needs 
Supports

Suggestions?

Listening 5 No Depending on subject/student’s origins-may need cultural 
context.

Reading 4 Minimal Student should be able to access his/her own reading 
strategies; may need more exposure to academic 
vocabulary.

Speaking 5 No This student should be given opportunities to refine his/her 
speaking skills.

Writing 3 Yes Teacher may want to draw upon some of this student’s 
other strengths (speaking) to start the writing process. 
Review organizational writing skills; give student access to 
more models of good writing. 
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Your turn

Think of that same student from your earlier activity. Begin thinking about how much and what kinds of 
supports this student will need.

Domain Level Needs 
Supports

Suggestions?

Listening

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Refer to handout
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Individual Learning Plans

Th

This is an example of an Individual Learning Plan that can be used to brainstorm ideas for 
the next activity.

Student 
Name

Grade Domain Levels
L  R  S  W

Proficiency 
Level

Student 
Characteristics 

Classroom 
Supports

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pass out copies of the plan.
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Activity

Now, we’re going to take a look at some student reports. As we do:

• observe what the student’s achievement levels are in each domain;

• note what each student should be able to do (according to the Connectors and PLDs);

• begin brainstorming some ideas of how to help this student grow as an English 
Language Learner, and

• create a plan to be used in the coming school year (2018-2019). 



Share Your Findings and Suggestions
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Scaffolds and Supports

• Frontload frequently occurring words
• Simple phrases
• Yes/no questions
• List of wh questions
• Main idea-define (examples)
• Preview texts
• Summarizing stems
• General academic terms

• Content specific terms
• Models
• Basic templates
• Shorter passages
• Linking words
• Fill-in the blank guides
• Writing questions
• Define figurative language
• Persuasive devices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Refer to handout that defines each term.
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Next Steps

Any questions?
Need to reach us? Try assessment@la.gov or beverly.diaz@la.gov

Key Dates Action

August 2018 Create Individual Learning Plans for EL students 
on roster for school year 2018-2019.

August-February 
2018-2019

Review ELPT Assessment Guide, FAQs and OTTs.

February 4-
March 15, 2019

ELPT Testing Window

mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:beverly.diaz@la.gov
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