
 

 

Introduction to Louisiana Connectors Session 
Teaching and learning for English learners in an era of new standards 

Louisiana Department of Education 
New Orleans, LA 
May 30th & 31st 

 

 
Purpose 
This workshop is an 80-minute session that introduces the Louisiana Connectors and guiding principles that lie 
at their core. This session is based on the theory that “language interaction between teachers and students, 
and among students, plays a pivotal role in mediating the construction of knowledge” (Walqui, van Lier, 2010, 
p.5). Educators who participate in this session will learn how the Connectors and the guiding principles 
encourage student interaction. 
 
Learning Outcomes 

● Participants will be able to: 
 

○ Describe and explain the guiding principles used for the creation of the  Louisiana Connectors 
○ Share the supporting tools contained in the LA Connectors  
○ Analyze & interpret the Louisiana Connectors 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://goo.gl/MD4vWA 

 

Agenda Items Agenda Descriptions & Resources Notes  

1. Introductions 
and Materials 
(:00) 

https://goo.
gl/MD4vWA 
 
 
Slides 
 
 

 

1 
 

https://goo.gl/MD4vWA
https://goo.gl/MD4vWA
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IP4L7JKOIoGVXPEpbDmMi2EJE7XPOAGvGiQfXWqA7n8/edit#slide=id.p1


2. Welcome and 
Housekeeping 

 
Education Northwest : Who we are and what we 
do. 
Angela Sandino 
Rosie Santana:  
 
Review learning outcomes and agenda  
Our schedule: 80 minutes 
Please break as you see fit for your comfort and 
needs. 
 
 

 

3.LA Connectors 
for ELs 
Pre-Assessment 
(:5) 

How familiar are you with the Louisiana 
Connectors for ELs? 
Turn and talk to your partner. 
Introduce yourself and share why you are here today. 
Be prepared to participate in the informal survey, 
below.: 

 
  1 (no idea)            3 (good idea)      5 (expert) 
 

● On a scale of 1 to 5 (Fist-to-Five), what is your 
current level of familiarity with the LA 
Connectors for ELs? 

● How comfortable are you implementing the LA 
Connectors in your classroom? 

● Have you used the LA Connectors as part of 
your teaching practice? 

 
Think → Pair→ Share→ Show 
 Fist-to-Five to whole group 

 

4.Listening and 
Viewing with 
Purpose 
(:15) 

Please watch this short film (Video 1.1) by Kenji and 
Luis Hakuta to anchor our experience together. As you 
watch, pleases consider these lenses in (Scaffold). 
 

Resonates Questions Implications for the 
classroom 

   
 
Dyad discussion → small group consensus → whole 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-kS3D21lcCgR3Ryb3ptVHRXRW8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-kS3D21lcCgRDQ0Zm9WUjk3blk
http://educationnorthwest.org/about-us/staff/rosie-santana
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4yZcqqzq3r3RTFHZjViNzhvRFk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14J21N84atqALMoZrV0fQNigt8UG5_-Q9o2OgUG_xKzg/edit?usp=sharing


group consensus  

5. Shifting our 
focus 

 

 

6. Collaboration 
between ELD 
and Content 
(:25) 

 

 

7. Guiding 
Principles 
(:40) 

Turn to p. 3 in the Louisiana Connectors 
Read the Guiding principles that laid the foundation for 
the Louisiana Connectors.  
Using this graphic organizer to put the 8 Guiding 
Principles into your own words. Consider what the 
impact is for your classroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EOve-3_Yw4vtJXgesWxrU-vz3ecCiKv--wD2ABV3n-M/edit


Agenda Items Agenda Descriptions & Resources Notes  

8. Guiding 
Principle 
Reflection 
(:55) 

Take a moment to reflect with this video and write, 
then share in dyads. After each partner has shared, 
please discuss with your table group. 

● Of the Guiding principles discussed today, 
which inspires you most? Why does this 
particular principle get you thinking? 

● Why should others be excited by it?  
● How would you explain this principle to your 

colleagues at school? 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Items Agenda Descriptions & Resources Notes  

 

 

9. Louisiana 
Connectors 
(:60) 

Let’s walk through the amazing resources in the 
Louisiana Connectors 
 

 

10. Notice and 
Wonder 
(:65) 

• What do you notice about the Louisiana 
Connectors 

•  What do you wonder about the Louisiana 
Connectors? 

• What resonates? 
 
Dyad discussion → small group consensus → whole 
group consensus  

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4yZcqqzq3r3Y21PX3JfdWFlTDg
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2


11. Supporting 
Tools 
(:70) 

 

 

12. Model 
Lesson 
(:75) 
 

Let’s watch a model lesson to provide an example of 
what this looks like in a middle school social studies 
lesson. 
 
As you watch the video, look for: 
 

●  Evidence of the Guiding Principles 
●  Evidence of the Connectors 
●  Teacher’s actions, motives and desires 
●  Students actions, motives, and desires  

 
Dyad discussion→ whole group discussion 

 

13. Louisiana 
Connectors & 
Guiding 
Principles 
Reflection 
(:80) 

Review the copy of the Louisiana Connectors (pg. 4). 
 
With colleagues at your tables, think about the 
Connectors and the principles. Synthesize today’s 
learning. Please use the following reflective prompts to 
guide your synthesis: 
 

● What are your key take-aways?  
● What are the key connections between the 

principles and the Louisiana Connectors? 
● What does this mean for you and your 

students?  
● What are your next steps?  

 
Dyad discussion → group discussion & consensus 

 

14. Ticket out the 
Door: Shapes 
Summary 

What’s on your mind? Questions? Comments?  
 

On a piece of paper, please draw the shape and write 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18FPtznU7ddtJvyjzTVjqv_jvxLchREDG6WrbfsPLXJ4/edit#slide=id.g22c867b36a_0_27
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18FPtznU7ddtJvyjzTVjqv_jvxLchREDG6WrbfsPLXJ4/edit#slide=id.g22c867b36a_0_27
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2


your response. 
Please leave your paper on your table so we can 

collect them. 
 
 

What squared with your beliefs? 
 

What three points will you 
remember? 

 

What ideas are circling around in your 
head? 

 
 

Helpful Resources 

● MOOCs for Louisiana Connectors 
○ Supporting ELs under New Connectors 
○ Constructive Classroom Conversations 
○ Learning as Evidence: Improving ELLs’ Argumentation Skills through Formative Assessment 

Practices 
● Constructive Conversations Tools 
● ELPA 21 PD Modules 
● Louisiana Connectors  
● English Learner Guidebook 
● Louisiana Connectors Matrices 
● Louisiana Connectors Articles 
● Link to Understanding Language Lesson Sequence (PDF) 

 

 

 

http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/open/english-language-learners/
https://novoed.com/classroom-conversations-elementary
https://novoed.com/osu-stanford-ell
https://novoed.com/osu-stanford-ell
http://jeffzwiers.org/tools
http://www.elpa21.org/standards-initiatives/professional-development
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aNy1MAlvKFR9GAHGJ6O1bXaA-ZlxWJJ8
https://docs.google.com/a/oregonlearning.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=b3JlZ29ubGVhcm5pbmcub3JnfGVxdWl0eS11bml0LXVwZGF0ZXN8Z3g6NTIzYjkxODJiM2E1MDA4OA
https://sites.google.com/a/oregonlearning.org/equity-unit-updates/elp-standards-professional-learning-teams
http://ell.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/ela_archives/understanding_language_materials_Jan2013.pdf

