Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, if you need special
assistance at this meeting please contact
ldoecommunications@la.gov.

1

Special Education Leader
Monthly Call
June 10, 2021

Agenda and Logistics
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

School System Planning
Graduation Pathways
Teaching and Learning
Data Systems / SER Updates
Measuring Results
Closeout

If you are experiencing audio difficulties,
please make sure that your speakers are on
and that your volume is at a suitable level.
The call will be in the listen only mode to
ensure we get through the information.
Please type questions into the chat box as
we go along.
Dial in by phone: 646-876-9923
Meeting ID#: 921 3595 1551
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School System Planning

LDOE + Ochsner Partnership:
Educator Mental Health and Well-Being
•

Ensuring the health, safety, and mental well-being of the school support staff that
have been serving on the front lines for the good of Louisiana students is a top
priority for the Department.

•

The LDOE has recently finalized a partnership with Ochsner Medical Center to
offer free teletherapy to all educators and school support staff across the state.

•

The Department has committed $1M to this project to ensure that we can take
care of those that are taking care of our students. Educators and support staff will
have access to four, completely free and 100% confidential counseling sessions
with licensed mental health professionals.
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LDOE + Ochsner Partnership:
Educator Mental Health and Well-Being
How does this work?
•

Ochsner has built a custom, online platform and hired additional mental health
professionals to staff this initiative specifically with the needs of our teachers and
support staff in mind.

•

Using a laptop, tablet, or smartphone, educators will be able to schedule and
participate in virtual teletherapy from anywhere and, due to the increased
staffing of Ochsner and after-work appointments available, during a time that
works best for them.

•

This service is available to all public school K-12 educators and support staff now.

6

LDOE + Ochsner Partnership:
Educator Mental Health and Well-Being
How do interested educators schedule a
virtual therapy visit?
First, enroll in Ochsner Anywhere Care easily
with the online form at
ldoe.ochsneranywherecare.com.
Then, schedule an appointment through the
website, or download the Ochsner Anywhere
Care app from the Google or Apple app store
to start from your cell phone.
Enter Service Key “LDOE” in the mobile app.
Convenient appointments are available
Monday-Friday until 8 p.m., with additional
appointment times on Saturdays.
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LDOE + Ochsner Partnership:
Educator Mental Health and Well-Being
Where can I find more information?
•

LDOE’s Weekly Newsletters will include additional information and resources to
be shared with educators.

•

LDOE’s LouisianaBelieves.com website will house this information on the
Educator Mental Health and Well-Being landing page.

•

LDOE’s Regularly Scheduled Monthly Calls will include reminder slides to ensure
that educators across many roles are aware of this program.

•

Flyers to be distributed to educators will be shared via email with school system
leaders. Please share these with staff.
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Super App Competitive Funding
In April, LDOE completed a review of each LEA’s strategy for its CIR and UIR schools
within Super App, and recommended competitive allocations to BESE.
•
•
•

On April 9, LDOE provided notification of awards to school systems via the Super
App Approval, Funding, and Implementation Summary document.
On April 30, LDOE loaded competitive allocations to Super App and enabled the
ability to create “Amendment 1” for LEA’s to budget competitive funds.
On June 1, LEAs amended and submitted Super App to account for all formula and
competitive allocations. LDOE will review prior to July 1.

For more information or questions regarding Super App competitive allocations, please
contact ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov and include “Super App” in the subject line.
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High Cost Services (HCS) Grant Update
Level 2 reviews of the High Cost Services Grant are complete. The applications are
currently being reviewed in the budget office. Once this review is complete, allocations
will be loaded into the application and school systems will be able to create their
budget amendments.
Please reach out to ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with any questions.
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Partnerships for Success RFA
The Partnerships for Success guide is a vetted list of
organizations who provide school systems support in
meeting the specialized support and related service
needs of students with disabilities.
Annually, the department releases a request for
applications for local and national organizations to
apply as potential providers in the guide.
The application is now open and closes on July 2,
2021. If you have any questions please email
specialeducation@la.gov.
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2021 Partnerships for Success School System
Evaluation
In order to continually improve the Partnerships for Success
Guide to drive outcomes for students with disabilities and
ensure alignment of services, the Department will conduct
annual evaluations of its vendors.
School systems play a critical role in this evaluation process
by providing essential information regarding the
implementation of vendor services in schools.
School systems that have contracted with vendors in the
Partnerships for Success Guide are encouraged to complete a
2021 Partnerships for Success School System Evaluation by
June 18.
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Co-Teaching Summer Professional Development
The co-taught classroom provides a unique and powerful space for General Educators and Special Educators to
collaboratively address students’ unfinished learning. This track is designed for educators who are looking for
strategies, practices, and tools for forming effective teams, enacting high-quality co-planning, and thoughtfully
responding to student data.
Interested participants should sign up for one full-day session. Each session will be held from 9-4 pm.

General Co-Teaching

Math Co-Teaching

Monday, June 21

Tuesday, June 15

Wednesday, June 23

Wednesday, June 16

Friday, June 25

Thursday, June 17

This PD is free for participants.

13

Graduation Pathways

2021 Super Summer Institute
The dynamic 2021 Jump Start Super Summer Institute Catalogue provides a list of
professional development and training opportunities available this summer. It is not
comprehensive and will continue to be updated as additional training options are
confirmed. Recently added training opportunities include: CIW, Adobe, Project Lead the
Way, Xavier, and LSU.
Registration costs are paid directly to the provider. Carl Perkins and Career
Development Funds are eligible funding sources for registration. Schools systems can
submit training opportunities and/or training requests to jumpstart@la.gov to be
included in the catalogue.
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with questions.
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Financial Aid Planning
The FAFSA is the form for state and federal financial aid for postsecondary endeavors.
As a requirement of the IGP planning process throughout high school, every senior, as
a requirement for graduation, must complete a FAFSA or have a waiver in place. The
Department is currently ranked second nationally. Visit the LOSFA Compete to
Complete site or contact the Department for individual school rates.
Any waivers issued for the Financial Aid Planning graduation requirement will be
reviewed during the graduation cohort verification process and must be present for
students to count in the cohort graduation rate.
For assistance with financial aid planning, please contact ldefinanicalaid@la.gov.
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April Dunn Act Professional Development
To ensure effective implementation of the April Dunn Act (formerly known as Act 833),
the Department will host the following training webinars for school personnel and IEP
teams.
Date and Time

Training Session

June 8 at 2:00 pm

Developing Policies and Procedures for Effective
Implementation

June 15 at 2:00 pm

Emma and the University Pathway

June 22 at 2:00 pm

Malik and the Jump Start Pathway
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LRS Pre-Employment Transition Services
Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) are part of the Louisiana Workforce Commission
and offers Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) to students with disabilities.
Pre-ETS are part of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) designed to
help job seekers access employment, education, training and support services to
succeed in the labor market.
Students ages 16-21 with an IEP, IAP, or documented disability enrolled in a secondary,
post-secondary, or another approved education program are eligible for Pre-ETS.
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LRS Pre-Employment Transition Services
LRS provides 5 required services:
•
•
•
•
•

Job Exploration Counseling
Work-Based Learning Experiences
Counseling on Postsecondary Opportunities
Workplace Readiness Training
Training on Self-Advocacy

Students may choose to participate in all 5 services, or they may pick and choose
specific services that meet their needs.
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LRS Pre-Employment Transition Services
For more information on Pre-ETS and how to collaborate with LRS, please contact the
regional office nearest you at the number listed.
Region 1 - New Orleans
(504) 838-5180

Region 5 - Lake Charles
(337) 475-8038

Region 2 - Baton Rouge
(225) 295-8900

Region 6 - Alexandria
(318) 487-5335

Region 3 - Houma
(985) 857-3652

Region 7 - Shreveport
(318) 676-7155

Region 4 - Lafayette
(337) 262-5353

Region 8 - Monroe
(318) 362-3232
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Teaching and Learning

Teaching Strategies GOLD® OSEP Reminders
All OSEP Administrators should be in the process of completing exit requests for all children ages
3-5 who will be exiting Early Childhood Special Education Services, or matriculating to
Kindergarten. A few important notes:
• All objectives must include final checkpoint ratings in order to be successfully exited.
• Children will not show up on the Federally Mandated Report if they did not receive more
than 183 days of services.
The TS GOLD® Portal provides a number of direct support links for teachers, service providers and
OSEP Administrators:
• How to request the OSEP exit or transition
• Administrator How To exit or transition the child from an IEP
• OSEP Federally Mandated Year-End Report
Contact brittany.braun@la.gov with questions
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Real-time Early Access to Literacy (REAL)
•
•
•
•
•

Real-time Early Access to Literacy (REAL) provides early literacy support for
students in pre-K through grade 3.
Through REAL, school systems receive funding to establish literacy tutoring
microgrant accounts for pre-K through grade 3 students enrolled CIR/UIR-A
schools.
Tutoring for REAL participants is provided by LDOE approved Tutoring Service
Providers.
MARK (Meaningful Autistic Resources for Kids) specializes in working with
students with disabilities.
Contact catasha.edwards@la.gov with questions.
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Data Systems / SER Updates

2020-2021 End-Of-Year Collection for SER
Collection
Name
EOY

Application System –
What Data is Collected

Deadline

Report to run and verify: SER/SIS Exit Cross Check

April 30th - June 18, 2021

Reports to run and verify: Disciplinary
Removals-Summary, Disciplinary Removals-Detail
(Out of School Expulsions-No, Out of School
Expulsions-Yes)

April 30th - July 9, 2021

Reports to run and verify: Part C Transition
Compliance

July 30, 2021

Please contact Bernetta.Sims@la.gov with questions.
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2020-2021 End-Of-Year Collection for SER
Re-Eval and IEP/Service Plan management reports
● Run your Re-Eval and IEP/Service Plan management reports for 2020-21 for a
list of students with evaluations due for the rest of the year.
● Also run the reports for the upcoming school year to identify evaluations due
in the summer or the start of the school year.
● Reports are available under the Rosters folder on the Reports tab.
Purge report
● Run the report to identify students who will be purged due to their records
being 5 years or older. These students will be marked inactive after the
purge.
● The purge report is available under the General Reports folder.
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2020-2021 End-Of-Year Collection for SER
Developmental Delay Turning 9 report
● For any students classified as Developmental Delay and are turning 9 this year,
you can run the report for this school year and next school year.
● DD students must be re-evaluated by their 9th birthday.
● This report is available under the Rosters tab.
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2020-2021 End-Of-Year Collection for SER
SER/SIS Exit Cross Check Report
● Count date as of June 30th
● Exits reported for students 14 and older
● Compares only certain exits from SER
○ HS diploma
○ Moved out of State/Known to be Continuing
○ Certificates of Achievement, LHSD
○ Death
● SER exit reason must be comparable to SIS exit reason
Part C Transition Compliance Report
● Run the Part C Transition report found under the Compliance folder.
● The IEP is developed and implemented by the third birthday.
● The Department will check compliance at the end of the school year.
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Reevaluation Data Review and Waiver Processes
In July, all school systems will have access to the new “Reevaluation Data Review” tab
in SER, and the “Add Triennial Waiver” option on the Evaluation tab will no longer be
available. Pupil Appraisal staff, special education coordinators and directors, data
coordinators, SER managers, SER clerks, and any other staff who work with
reevaluation and waiver processes in SER should be aware of these upcoming changes.
Reevaluation Resources
Reevaluation and Waiver Processes in SER deck

Triennial Data Review Webinar deck

Reevaluation and Waiver Processes in SER deck

Triennial Data Review Webinar recording

Reevaluation Data Review Guidance

Reevaluation Data Review Sample
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Measuring Results

LEA Determinations
Each year, the Department must issue a determination to each school system on the provision of
special education and related services under IDEA. These are called LEA Determinations.
School systems’ performance on a series of outcome and compliance measures result in an LEA
Determination of (1) Meets Requirements, (2) Needs Assistance, (3) Needs Intervention, or (4)
Needs Substantial Intervention.
FFY 2019 (SY 2019 -2020) LEA Determinations Timeline:
1.

Draft determinations are now available in the FTP. Draft determinations should
be reviewed before June 21.

1.

Final determinations will be distributed via FTP the week of June 28.

Please contact specialeducation@la.gov with questions.
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LEA Determinations
The LEA Determinations include progress and performance on statewide assessments. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, FFY 2019 assessment results are unavailable. Therefore, the FFY 2019 LEA
Determinations include FFY 2018 assessment results and “No Data” for FFY 2019 assessment
results. While the FFY 2018 assessment results are reported, the results were not used to
calculate the total FFY 2019 LEA Determination score.

Please contact specialeducation@la.gov with questions.
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SPP / APR Parent Involvement Survey
The special education parent involvement survey window is still open. Parents have until June 30
to complete the survey.

Timeline

Milestone

March 2021

LDOE sends survey information to school systems for distribution

March - June 2021

Survey window open

Summer 2021

LDOE analyzes results

Fall 2021

LDOE reports outcomes to school systems

February 2022

Outcomes reported in the Annual Performance Report
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SPP / APR Parent Involvement Survey
The survey is located on the Special Education Parent Involvement Survey page. This page is
updated to list participating district and charter schools and provide guidance for accessing
the survey.
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Closeout

Call Summary
Month
June

July

Key Deadlines

●
●
●

Attend the April Dunn Act Professional Development webinars on June 15
and June 22.
Review the SER Exit Cross Check Report for accuracy by June 18.
Complete the Partnerships for Success Vendor Evaluation by June 18.
Review the draft LEA Determination package by June 21.

●
●

Verify Discipline data for accuracy by July 9.
Verify Part C Transition data for accuracy by July 30.

●

Resources
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