
Transportation

For School Based Services funded by Medicaid

Medicaid Spring Training 2024
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Claiming for Transportation
Reimbursement:
● The student must have an IEP that has the 

“requires special transportation” box 
checked. 

● In order for the trip to be reimbursable, the 
student must have received a health 
service (nursing, OT, PT, ST, behavioral 
health) documented in their IEP at school 
that day. 
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Transportation 

● Only program in the school based Medicaid 
program that requires an IEP. 

● No interim claims - cost based only.
● Medicaid status is accounted in the trip ratio 

calculation.
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Justify 
Medical need for physical or environmental modification justified:

● Harness
● Wheelchair lift
● Air conditioning if medically necessary and bus is adapted from your fleet
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Allowable Costs

• All costs claimed for Special Transportation are included in your Annual 
Financial Report (AFR) as Special Transportation costs: 
○ provided on vehicles listed in the AFR as Special Transportation.
○ Costs must be paid for with general fund dollars.
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Reimbursement Methodology Factors
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Medicaid Reimbursable Trip Requirements
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Determining the Trip Ratio 

Total Annual Medicaid Reimbursable Trips (meet criteria)
Total Annual Trips on Special Transportation Vehicles 

9



Documentation to Support Trip Ratio

● The IEP with “special transportation” checked.
● The service documentation of the student receiving a service that day.
● A signed bus log that demonstrates the student was on the bus for that 

trip.
● The Bus Log Spreadsheet
● Attendance records.
● Proof of a student’s Medicaid status.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/public-school/example-bus-log-spreadsheet.xls?sfvrsn=66366418_2


Bus Log Elements
• Accurate bus number
• Date of trip
• List all students riding the bus each trip 
• Signed by bus driver
• Legible
• Maintained for entire school year

11



Bus Log Spreadsheet
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Transportation Monitoring

• IEP
• Service documentation
• Bus log
• Financial Reports
• Student Medicaid eligibility
• Student attendance record for day of trip
• Special Transportation Internal Audit Form.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/public-school/special-transportation-internal-audit.pdf?sfvrsn=cf206418_2


Documentation Key Points
• Document on program service page in the special transportation section.
• Note the reason the  student requires special transportation in the 

comment section.
• Handwritten amendments are required to be entered into eSER and made 

official.
• Handwritten amendments will not be accepted when audited by Medicaid.
• Bus logs must be maintained throughout the entire school year for all of 

the special transportation fleet.
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Questions
• For more information regarding 

preparing for Medicaid audits please 
contact elizabeth.duncan@la.gov

• For more information on the 
transportation covered service:  
andrea.perry@la.gov 

• Questions specific to EisnerAmper 
transportation monitoring: 
jason.coker@eisneramper.com. 
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