
 

ELA Content Module 6, Session 2 1 

 
Grades 3-5 Definition Sheet: Understanding the LAT and RST Rubric 

 
 The rubric says… Look for… 
 
 

Understanding 

Demonstrates full 
comprehension of ideas 
stated explicitly and 
inferentially by providing 
an accurate analysis. 
 

• the claim is a specific and valid response to 
the prompt, demonstrating understanding of 
the text  

• the evidence is accurate and well-chosen 
• the essay explains the evidence in a way that 

makes sense 
 
 
 

Focus 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides effective and 
comprehensive 
development of the claim 
or topic that is consistently 
appropriate to the task, 
purpose, and audience. 

• there is a clear claim or thesis / focus 
statement 

• the reader can easily identify the writer’s 
main idea (focus) 

 

 
 
 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

Uses clear reasoning 
supported by relevant 
text- based evidence in the 
development of the claim 
or topic. 
 

• relevant, accurate evidence from text that 
supports and develops the claim / thesis 

• sufficient evidence from text to support the 
claim 

• elaboration that explains and /or analyzes 
how the evidence supports the claim / thesis  

 
 
 
 

Organization 

Is effectively organized 
with clear and coherent 
writing. 
 

• flow of ideas is logical and easy to follow 
• introduction provides needed context 
• conclusion restates the focus and / or follows 

clearly from the thinking in the essay 
• transitions / linking phrases make 

connections between concepts and ideas 
clear 

 
 

Style and 
Word Choice 

Uses language effectively 
to clarify ideas 
 

• style is appropriate to purpose and audience 
• word choice is precise 
• sentence length and structure is varied and 

effective 
 
 
 
 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates full 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an appropriate 
level of complexity. There 
may be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, but meaning is 
clear.  
 

• Errors in mechanics and grammar do not 
impede the reader’s understanding of the 
text 

• See the Grammar Guide for grade-level 
expectations 



 

ELA Content Module 6, Session 2 2 

 
 

3-5 Definition Sheet: Understanding the Narrative Writing Rubric 
 

 The rubric says… Look for… 
 
 

Narrative 
Elements 

Is effectively developed 
with narrative elements 
and is consistently 
appropriate to the  task  
 

• Uses narrative techniques such as dialogue, 
pacing, description and reflection to develop 
experiences, events, or characters 

 

 
 
 

Organization 

 Is effectively organized 
with clear and coherent 
writing 

• establishes situation / context 
• introduces narrator / point of view 
• creates event sequence that unfolds 

naturally 
• uses transitions, linking words to manage 

sequence of time  
• has satisfying conclusion 
 

 
 

Style and 
Word Choice 

Uses language effectively 
to clarify ideas 
 

• Uses precise words and phrases 
• Uses concrete detail 
• Uses sensory language 
 

 
 
 
 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates full 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an appropriate 
level of complexity. There 
may be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, but meaning is 
clear.  
 

• Errors in mechanics and grammar do not 
impede the reader’s understanding of the 
text 

• See the Grammar Guide for grade-level 
expectations 
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Grades 6-12 Definition Sheet: Understanding the LAT and RST Rubric 

 
 The rubric says… Look for… 
 
 

Understanding 

Demonstrates full 
comprehension of ideas 
stated explicitly and 
inferentially by providing 
an accurate analysis. 
 

• the claim is a specific and valid response to 
the prompt, demonstrating understanding of 
the text  

• the evidence is accurate and well-chosen 
• the essay explains the evidence in a way that 

makes sense 
 
 
 

Focus 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides effective and 
comprehensive 
development of the claim 
or topic that is consistently 
appropriate to the task, 
purpose, and audience. 

• there is a clear claim or thesis / focus 
statement 

• the reader can easily identify the writer’s 
main idea (focus) 

 

 
 
 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

Uses clear reasoning 
supported by relevant 
text- based evidence in the 
development of the claim 
or topic. 
 

• relevant, accurate evidence from text that 
supports and develops the claim / thesis 

• sufficient evidence from text to support the 
claim 

• elaboration that explains and /or analyzes 
how the evidence supports the claim / thesis  

 
 
 
 

Organization 

Is effectively organized 
with clear and coherent 
writing. 
 

• flow of ideas is logical and easy to follow 
• introduction provides needed context 
• conclusion restates the focus and / or follows 

clearly from the thinking in the essay 
• transitions / linking phrases make 

connections between concepts and ideas 
clear 

 
 

Style and 
Word Choice 

Establishes and maintains 
an effective style. 
 

• style is appropriate to purpose and audience 
• word choice is precise 
• sentence length and structure is varied and 

effective 
 
 
 
 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates full 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an appropriate 
level of complexity. There 
may be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, but meaning is 
clear.  
 

• Errors in mechanics and grammar do not 
impede the reader’s understanding of the 
text 

• See the Grammar Guide for grade-level 
expectations 
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Grades 6-12 Definition Sheet: Understanding the Narrative Writing Rubric 
 

 The rubric says… Look for… 
 
 

Narrative 
Elements 

Is effectively developed 
with narrative elements 
and is consistently 
appropriate to the  task  
 

• Uses narrative techniques such as dialogue, 
pacing, description and reflection to develop 
experiences, events, or characters 

 

 
 
 

Organization 

 Is effectively organized 
with clear and coherent 
writing 

• establishes situation / context 
• introduces narrator / point of view 
• creates event sequence that unfolds 

naturally 
• uses transitions, linking words to manage 

sequence of time  
• has satisfying conclusion 
 

 
 

Style and 
Word Choice 

Establishes and maintains 
an effective style. 
 

• Uses precise words and phrases 
• Uses concrete detail 
• Uses sensory language 
 

 
 
 
 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates full 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an appropriate 
level of complexity. There 
may be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, but meaning is 
clear.  
 

• Errors in mechanics and grammar do not 
impede the reader’s understanding of the 
text 

• See the Grammar Guide for grade-level 
expectations 

 
 
 
 


