
6-12 Developmental Progression
Louisiana Student Standard W.2 Informative/Explanatory Writing 

ELA Content Module 5, Session 3 

The following pieces were written after reading or listening to informational texts about The 
Great Depression. Students responded to the prompt: “How did the Great Depression affect 
people who lived through it?” The stimulus text and full prompt for each grade level, as well 
as annotated versions of each of the pieces below are available at www.achievethecore.org 

Notes: Each piece represents end-of-year writing at a particular grade level. When analyzing 
student work, please focus only on the content and language of the piece. Pieces were not 
chosen to show a grade level progression in conventions (capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling).  

File Name: I6P Effects of The Great Depression 

Informative / Explanatory 

Grade 6 

On-Demand Writing, Uniform Prompt 

Effects of The Great Depression 

The Great Depression affected the people that lived through it in many 

ways. The things at I am going to explain are some of the things that affected the 

people who lived through the Great Depression. Having barely any money was 

one of the things that affected them. Also having less supplies affected them 

too. Having to take care of kids too also might have affected the people during 

the Great Depression. 

First, I am going to talk about how having almost no money affected the 

people. It affected them because they were getting their money by working. 

Then their jobs were shutting down so their amount of money was shrinking and 
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shrinking. They would do neighborhood favors and jobs but the amount of 

money they would get was five dollors. They also had to pay a bill for electricity 

every month. They had to pay for gas if you had a car and their house. That is 

why having almost no money affected them a lot.  

Another reason the Great Depression affected the people was they were 

having less of the supplies they had. Like some of the people stopped delivery 

for several things such as milk and ice. They were also using less electricity and 

selling their cars. Those are some of supplies they had a shortage or had to not 

use as much.  

Also if they had kids they would need to do extra work and be able to 

care for them. They also had to pay more money if they had kids because they 

have to feed them too. They also had to take care of them. The parents have to 

care for them. If they are sick they can not just leave them at home they have to 

take care of them. They also might worry about them. If you had kids during the 

Great Depression not only would you worry about your kids and family. That is 

why if you had kids during the Great Depression it might be more difficult.  

Now you can see how living through the Great Depression was very 

difficult and affected many people who lived through it. It affected people in 

many ways like having no money or having a very little amount of it. Also if you 

had kids it might have been a little more difficult. They also had to live with less 

supplies. That is why I think the Great Depression affected the people who lived 

through it.  
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File Name: I8P Dignity and Hope  

Informative / Explanatory 

Grade 8 

On-Demand Writing, Uniform Prompt 

Dignity and Hope 

The Great Depression. This notorious event put Americas hope to the 

test. Leaving Americans economically and metally drained. The Great Depression 

devistated America and will never be forgotten. If not for Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt and his beneficial "New Deal" who knows what horride ruins would 

remain as a result of The Great Depression.  

"With no dependable income, we cut back on everything possible." This 

excerpt from the story "Digging in" by Robert J. Hastings shows the situation that 

each and every American faced. In the story, it is said that the family substituded 

toothpaste and toilet paper, for soda and catalog pages. Even common 

nessecities had to be sacrificed during The Great Depression. 

Along with their wallets, Americans spirits were also crushed. In the 

poem "Debts" by Karen Hesse, the father of the family is facing a serious drought 

but still believes in rain. When reality sets in that rain is not likely to come, he is 

filled with rage and leaves to *** to the farm to avoid feuding with his pregnant 

wife. This man was a farmer, and had to rely on the most unreliable thing for a 

source of income, mother nature. This man, and every other Americans spirits 
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were tested during The Great Depression, and the number of those who still had 

hope was diminishing. With America facing an economic doom, Americans 

turned to one man, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. With the promise of a New Deal 

to help end The Great Depression Roosevelt won the election by a landslide. He 

created jobs for three-million single men between seventeen and twenty-three 

years of age. Roosevelts work relief program put 8.5 million Americans to work 

building roads, bridges, airports and more. Although Roosevelt did not end The 

Great Depression, he provided Americans with work and hope.  

The Great Depression left Americans mentally as well as economically 

depleatted. This event tested the will of the American people, and left some 

citizens without any hope. With the help of Franklin Delano Roosevelts, America 

was able to get through The Great Depression with dignity and hope. 
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File Name: N9-10P Gains of the Great Depression 

Informative / Explanatory 

Grade 9-10 

On-Demand Writing, Uniform Prompt 

Gains of the Great Depression 

During the Great Depression, millions of people lost jobs, and families 

struggled to find financial footholds. It lasted for ten years, leaving very strong 

memories of dramatically dark times. Throughout those years, people found new 

ways to cope with the struggles, and interestingly enough, new emotions and 

belief in the ideals of America. Everybody learned the importance of being 

resourceful, while also keeping hope for the future and growing more unified 

and patriotic as a country. 

One important effect of the Great Depression was how it made people 

and families resourceful. That quality is largely a part of the memoir Digging In, 

where a man who lived during the Depression talked about his family's 

frugalness, and how they had to "cut back on everything possible" in order to 

save money. Some of the things they had to cut back on included city water, 

selling their car, and discontinuing purchases of toothpaste, toilet paper, and 

snacks, just to name a few. They also "took care of what [they] had", and listed 

all the ways they used a cotton cloth, which included using it as a dish cloth, 

bandage, quilt piece and more. These qualities of being frugal and resourceful 
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weren't bad; they taught people to not be wasteful and to not spend money on 

things that aren't necessary. Being resourceful became a part of life during the 

Depression as a way to help families stay financially afloat. 

More significantly the Great Depression, in a broad sense, brought a 

sense of patriotism and more unity as a country. Former President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt enriched his second inaugural address with these ideals. He said that 

the greatest change he had witnessed was the "change in the moral climate of 

America" and that they were on the road of progress. Another quote of his was 

"in seeking for economic and political progress as a nation, we all go up, or else 

we all go down, as one people." What Roosevelt was implying was if the people 

wanted their country to go in the right direction, they all had to work together. 

Working together wouldn't be hard, due to the entire country's new sense of 

belief in their country, also known as patriotism. The United States' stronger 

sense of unity that came about during the depression helped citizens work 

through the hard times.  

Most importantly, the Depression oddly enough brought a sense of hope. 

In some cases, farmers had to keep hope for the future and that it would bring 

rain for their crops so they could get money, as a farmer had in a poem called 

"Debts". In an article about "The New Deal", on explanation was given about 

how Roosevelt gave the country hope by creating many reforms that were aimed 

to "relieve poverty, reduce unemployment, and speed economic recovery". This 

hope for the future gave people something worth living for during times when 
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suicide didn't seem like a bad idea. Indeed, this sense of hope was a very 

important effect that the Great Depression had on the people who lived through 

it. 

Even though the Depression devastatingly affected tens of millions of 

people, the way it changed people's outlooks was inspiring. Instead of tossing a 

cotton bag in the garbage, people learned to be resourceful and used them as 

towels and dish cloths. A stronger sense of pride in their country helped them 

work through the hardships together, with patriotism and unity. Above all else, 

without hope for the future, people would've given up on trying to fix their 

severely wounded economy. These enhanced senses of resourcefulness, unity, 

along with patriotism and hope were all ways that the Great Depression affected 

Americans. 
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