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Student Opportunities

Civics LEAP Transition
Please share with high school principals, assistant principals, and school counselors.

Bulletin 741 requires that all students must take the LEAP 2025 for all assessment-eligible courses
(English I, English II, Algebra I, Geometry, Biology, Civics, U.S. History.)

The bulletin also requires all students take and pass 1 course in each of three subject pairs.

● All students: Algebra I or Geometry
● All students: English I or English II

For students entering high school before 2024-2025
● All students: U.S. History or Biology

For students entering high school during or after 2024-2025
● All students: Civics or Biology

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

https://bese.louisiana.gov/policy
mailto:assessment@la.gov


ACT College Prep Playlist: Essential Tips for Success
Please share with high school principals, assistant principals, and school counselors.

ACT has created a playlist to equip students with expert advice from admissions professionals. The
video series is perfect for students at any stage of their college journey, and covers writing standout
essays, balancing academics, and finding the right college. Share with students and their families to
help them navigate the application process with confidence.

Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov for more information.

Middle School News

Middle School Career Exploration
Please share with middle school principals, assistant principals and school counselors.

R.S. 17.183.2 states schools with grades 6-8 should incorporate activities which expose students to
career and technical and academic fields of study. These activities may include field trips, guest
speakers, community services,and other activities designed to introduce students to occupations in
demand
in Louisiana. At least six activities should be conducted at each grade level.

Louisiana Star Jobs andMy Life. My Way are two websites that can be used as resources to assist
students with career exploration.

Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsrL2iPV0SkHfpRKfONt2C68-qmOwETrO
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=80002
https://www.laworks.net/Stars/default.aspx
https://www.laworks.net/mylife/default.aspx
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gove


Professional Opportunities

Fall 2024 Counselor Institute
Please share with high school principals, assistant principals, CTE Supervisors and school
counselors.

Registration links for the Fall 2024 Counselor Institute sessions are now open. Please share with your
counseling colleagues and invite your CTE Supervisor to join in conversations regarding the new
Accountability system implementation and the Counselor Evaluation Rubric. Each participant must
register individually through Eventbrite; registration is on a first come, first served basis. Maximum
registration is based on location capacity.

Date 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

October 22 West Monroe, LA Bossier City, LA

October 23 Leesville, LA Lafayette, LA

October 24 Mandeville, LA Luling, LA

Contact angela.jordan@la.gov with questions.

AP Coordinator Online Training
Please share with AP Coordinators, Advanced Academic Leadership

Learning Opportunities for AP Coordinators – AP Central | College Board - The topics of AP
coordinator online training include exam registration, student enrollment, exam ordering, and AP
Exam administration.

Coordinated - AP coordinators, this is our podcast! Smile with hosts Derek and Karli as we converse
with superstars and unsung heroes in education. Hear from fellow AP coordinators and colleagues in
AP: essential updates, best practices, and stories from schools worldwide.

Contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001515829807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001519320247?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001523362337?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001530503697?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001533532757?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1001550623877?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:angela.jordan@la.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/apcentral.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/learning-opportunities-ap-coordinators__;!!CCC_mTA!--6r3J1qIeYM2Y72Q_yiYWwC1yKCE_I2UCG7z0Pb7QIS6zsbsEBFkvrCUt8h4MgW_fG9OwamrhFc9_rjLEfzHbQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/coordinated.buzzsprout.com/1304086?SFMC_cid=EM1239212-&rid=96933406__;!!CCC_mTA!--6r3J1qIeYM2Y72Q_yiYWwC1yKCE_I2UCG7z0Pb7QIS6zsbsEBFkvrCUt8h4MgW_fG9OwamrhFc9_rjEfUvaKo$
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov


Resources
2024-2025 NCAA Eligibility Guide for High School Counselors
Please share with high school principals, assistant principals, and school counselors.

The 2024-2025 Guide for High School Counselors is now available! The guide is designed to assist
you and your colleagues as you provide information to students and families on the initial-eligibility
process.

The PDF version is available via the High School Portal's Resources page. Watch for release of
additional updated resources in the coming weeks!

Contact NCAA at eligibilitycenter.org or (877) 622-2321 with questions.

2024-2025 ACT Counselor’s Guide
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators.

ACT is offering a free Counselor’s Guide for the 2024-2025 school year. The guide will provide
information regarding national offerings of the ACT test, tools and resources to help support
students, season-based timelines for juniors and seniors, test preparation, and so much more.

Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.

Reminders

Financial Aid Planning
Please share with school counselors and school administrators

The U.S. Department of Education has revamped the FAFSA application. The 2025-2026 application
will open on or before December 1, 2024.

Students and families should begin creating and/ or resetting username and passwords (FSA IDs)
well in advance of the opening date.

The 2025-2026 FAFSA application (if you want to apply for the federal Pell grant, federal student
loans, the Louisiana GO Grant, and TOPS).

A TOPS application is on the LOSFA website (if you want TOPS only).

Please contact ldefinancialaid@la.gov for more information.

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/HS/HS_Counselor_Guide.pdf?j=85672694&jb=12002&l=7822357_HTML&mid=10892399&sfmc_sub=832267824&u=749946011
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.mail2.ncaa.com/?qs=05d64f767d1c53fe2096fff6f3fe27d6cd117a2df2582bd132ac08497d36d403186c37eafd0d28cb5f23e2f0996d1497a27a24d08b6d044e5851b379c086820f__;!!CCC_mTA!9msTZ_KXtLMmeGLfdj5CCa-r57G8IB0uqiuzdxqBLv0fJXg7-32ni_Y9WZcz8RCVCNth_Ol2Y9-XAV9xkvY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.mail2.ncaa.com/?qs=05d64f767d1c53fea58e914209ae2a2346079a1fe55fd8d2b248693935542de735e74ccfbc708f2c3bc7523934f79635eafc35dda8f04d0ddd801bbd25c6de42__;!!CCC_mTA!9msTZ_KXtLMmeGLfdj5CCa-r57G8IB0uqiuzdxqBLv0fJXg7-32ni_Y9WZcz8RCVCNth_Ol2Y9-Xe1BC2Aw$
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/counselor-toolkit.html
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.osfa.la.gov/AwardSystem/faces/jsf/onlineApp/onlineAppFAFSA.jspx
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov


Please consult the following chart when determining if a student is included in your graduation cohort:

Graduation Cohort Inclusion? What dates are used?

Student is a member of the district graduation
cohort

The student was enrolled on October 1 of the
third and fourth year of high school. Does not
have to be the same school.

Student is a member of the school cohort Student is a member of the district cohort and
is enrolled at this site on February 1 of fourth
year.

Dropouts Dropouts count at the last school of record
regardless of any October enrollment.

Scholarships/Funding Opportunities

Chick-Fil-A Community Scholars (Deadline: Wednesday, October 30)

National Space Club Scholarship (Deadline: Friday, November 1)

Elks Most Value Student Competition (Deadline: Tuesday, November 12)

10 Words or Less Scholarship (Deadline: Friday, November 15)

James Alan Cox Student Photojournalism Scholarship (Deadline: Friday, November 15)

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/31343/chick-fil-a-community-scholars
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/12191/national-space-club-scholarship
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9716/elks-most-valuable-student-competition
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10258/10-words-or-less-scholarship
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9451/james-alan-cox-student-photojournalism-scholarships


Ask CoCo

Q&AWith COunselor COnnect!

Q: Where can I find information about the new Louisiana Accountability
System? Does any of it affect counselors?

- The “Accountable” Counselor

A: Grow.Achieve.Thrive. is Louisiana’s revised K-12 accountability system. The plan’s name
comes from its three core student expectations. Louisiana expects all students to grow
academically year-over year, achieve proficiency on key content, and thrive beyond high school.

Thrive is the component that closely aligns to the work of the school counselor. High schools
will
be measured on the number of students graduating on time and students showing readiness on
a nationally recognized exam. Students can accelerate through a university, career, or service
accelerator. The acceleration choice is not dependent on the graduation pathway.

Feel free to review the August 30 Counselor webinar for additional information. The LDOE is in
the process of compiling chat questions from all of the Accountability webinars. The approved
FAQ is scheduled to be uploaded to the Accountability website later this month. This document
should assist in a better understanding of Grow.Achieve.Thrive.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/accountability
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfTajIwfQl4&t=3s


Connect With Our Office

Office of Career and College Readiness Contact Information

highschoolacademics@la.gov General questions about the office and about graduation requirements

ldefinancialaid@la.gov Questions related to the financial aid policy or for assistance with FAFSA
completion

sca@la.gov Questions related to Supplemental Course Allocation/Course Choice

jumpstart@la.gov Questions related to Jump Start

healthyschools@la.gov Questions related to Safe and Healthy Schools/Medicaid/School Safety

ppp@la.gov Questions related to pupil progression

transcripts@la.gov Questions about duplicate high school transcripts for graduates

Monthly Calls

Alternative Education October 10 at 10am

Office of Career and College Readiness October 17 at 3pm

Safe and Healthy Schools October 24 at 2pm

Child Welfare and Attendance November 7 at 8am

Do you or a colleague need to sign up for the Counselor Connect newsletter? Please
subscribe via the following link.

mailto:highschoolacademics@la.gov
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov
mailto:sca@la.gov
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
mailto:ppp@la.gov
mailto:transcripts@la.gov
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95849171321?pwd=iPeYLPHvraclQMRgM7nPyd0ewMrnvT.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91884377219?pwd=qnRbL2tgFvvgBbq7jerC4C8zEgmBNJ.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91984395787?
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93104519183?pwd=ijMnYCLHSXOznNYTXtZ0epgGolklIS.1
https://louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters

