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Session Focus

This session introduces the core components of culturally 
responsive instruction and why it is directly tied to increasing 
student equity. Participants will explore the components. 
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Defining a Culturally Responsive Approach

● Culturally responsive teaching is a term that was created by Gloria Ladson-Billings 
in 1994 whereby she defined culturally relevant pedagogy to describe a form of 
teaching that calls for engaging learners whose experiences and cultures are 
traditionally excluded from mainstream settings.

● Geneva Gay developed a framework with a stronger focus on teachers’ strategies 
and practices. She defined culturally responsive teaching as an approach that 
emphasizes “using the cultural knowledge, prior experiences, frames of reference, 
and performance styles of ethnically diverse students to make learning encounters 
more relevant to and effective for them.” 

The Dreamkeepers   Culturally Responsive Teaching: Theory, Research and Practice 

https://www.amazon.com/Dreamkeepers-Successful-Teachers-American-Children/dp/0787903388/ref=pd_sbs_6/146-4007879-3097910?pd_rd_w=2Is21&pf_rd_p=0f56f70f-21e6-4d11-bb4a-bcdb928a3c5a&pf_rd_r=8EZM7F47J86SKKHXWFF8&pd_rd_r=bef43198-dbe9-4b3f-8a32-1e15d0578f62&pd_rd_wg=Vfrhd&pd_rd_i=0787903388&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Culturally-Responsive-Teaching-Multicultural-Education-dp-0807758760/dp/0807758760/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
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Principles for Culturally Responsive Teaching 

Culture is central to learning. It plays a role not only in communicating and receiving 
information, but also in shaping groups of and individuals.

Culturally Responsive Teaching is a pedagogy that recognizes the importance of 
including students’ cultural references in all aspects of learning (Ladson-Billings,1994). 

Brown University Teaching Diverse Learners 

https://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/
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Characteristics of Culturally Responsive Classrooms

● Positive perspectives of parents and families

● Communication of high expectations

● Learning within the context of culture

● Student-centered instruction

● Culturally mediated instruction

● Reshaping the curriculum

● Teacher as facilitator 

● Demonstrating cultural sensitivity

● Promoting student controlled classroom discourse 

● Including small group instruction and cooperative learning 
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Positive Perspectives on Parents and Families

There is an ongoing participation in dialogue with students, parents, and 
community members on issues important to them, along with the 
inclusion of these individuals and issues in classroom curriculum and 
activities. 
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Communication of High Expectations 

Consistent messages, from both the teacher and the whole school 
that students will succeed, based upon genuine respect for students 
and belief in student capability. 

Science of reading supports the ability of communicating high 
expectations. 
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Reshaping the Curriculum

A reshaped curriculum is culturally responsive to the 
background of students.
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Culturally Mediated Instruction 

Instruction is characterized by the use of culturally mediated cognition, 
culturally appropriate social situations for learning, and culturally valued. 
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Teacher as Facilitator and Active Teaching 
Methods 

● Within an active teaching environment, the teacher's role is one 
of guide, mediator, and knowledgeable consultant, as well as 
instructor. 

●  Instruction is designed to promote student engagement by 
requiring that students play an active role in crafting curriculum 
and developing learning activities.
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Cultural Sensitivity

To maximize learning opportunities, teachers gain knowledge of 
the cultures represented in their classrooms and translate this 
knowledge into instructional practice.
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Student Controlled Classroom Discourse

Students are given the opportunity to control some portion of the lesson, 
providing teachers with insight into the ways that speech and negotiation 
are used in the home and community. 
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Small Group Instruction and Cooperative 
Learning 

Instruction is organized around low-pressure, student controlled 
learning groups that can assist in the development of academic 
language. 



Family Literacy Engagement Plan 
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Family Literacy Engagement Strategic Plan 

Priority Categories 

● Literacy Across Content 

● School Environment 

● Cultural Responsiveness

● Community Connections

● At-Home Literacy Activities 

Family Literacy Engagement Strategic Plan 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/family-literacy-engagement-strategic-plan-for-schools-and-school-systems.pdf?sfvrsn=f5d26718_4
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Cultural Responsiveness 

● Different cultures have different norms, beliefs, and languages, all of which are 
worthy of respect and accommodation. 

● The diversity of Louisiana’s classrooms may require different types of access when 
it comes to literacy and learning. 

● Students perform best when they feel cared for, supported, and their basic 
physical, mental, and emotional needs are met. 
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Preparing to Engage 

● Open lines of discussion regarding diversity, equity, and inclusion among staff, 
faculty, and families. Provide and model safe, supportive dialogue practices and 
encourage productive conversations around sensitive subjects.

● Conduct frequent stakeholder surveys using a variety of written methods including 
written forms, phone calls, or digital formats to accommodate diverse response 
needs. 
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School Structures 

● Participate in community outreach programs that engage community 
organizations such as social service agencies and nonprofit groups to promote 
diverse literacy through read alouds, book donations, and presentations from 
community members.

● Promote exposure to multiple cultures through diverse supplemental texts.

● Host cultural fairs throughout the school year to celebrate the customs, foods, 
languages, and traditions of other cultures, especially those represented in the 
student population. Facilitate space for more than just certain weeks or months to 
be dedicated for cultural celebrations. 

●  Ensure supporting documents and resources are available in the spoken 
languages represented by the student and family populations. 
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Science of Reading Spotlight

Deconstructing Scarborough’s Reading Rope

Culturally Responsive Teaching and The 
Science of Reading Connections 

Amplify Podcast: A Conversation with Dr. 
Carolyn Storm

Season 1-09 
The Cognitive Science Behind How Students 

Learn to Read

 

https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/
https://amplify.com/science-of-reading-the-podcast/
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Culture’s Connection to Literacy Instruction

Culture is the way that every brain makes sense of the world. 

● Everyone, regardless of race or ethnicity, has a culture. 

● Think of culture as software for the brain’s hardware.

● The brain uses cultural information to turn everyday happenings into meaningful 
events. 

● If we want to help dependent learners do more high order thinking and problem 
solving, then we have to access their brain’s cognitive structures to deliver 
culturally responsive instruction. (p.22)

Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain 

https://www.audible.com/pd/Culturally-Responsive-Teaching-and-the-Brain-Audiobook/B07CYXPMTH?source_code=GO1DH13310082090P1&ds_rl=1262685&ds_rl=1263561&ds_rl=1260658&gclid=CjwKCAjwuvmHBhAxEiwAWAYj-Pdl52darAPzH1w1n1h1mAev31YCpxJC0tmTF2yVWUjLMynUCPa7LRoCxRwQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
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More Connections to Brain Research 

● Previous studies have found that drawing from students’ cultural 
knowledge and norms contributes favorably to reading 
comprehension and mathematical thinking.

●  According to neuroscience research, this is partly because everyone 
learns new information best when it is linked to what they already 
know. 

● Using texts, materials, and examples that draw from students’ cultural 
schemas and background knowledge makes learning easier because it 
leverages students' existing neural pathways.

https://jfforg-prod-prime.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/Literacy_Practices.pdf
https://jfforg-prod-prime.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/Literacy_Practices.pdf
https://digitalcommons.du.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1216&context=etd
http://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/01._table_of_contents_and_front_matter.pdf
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Reflections

1. How will your staff utilize culturally responsive practices to support 
diverse learners?

2. How will you model culturally responsive practices as a school or 
district leader? 

3. What resources will you make available to support teachers with 
culturally responsive classroom instruction? 
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