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Objectives
● Draw correlations between the ACT English Test and Scarborough's 

Reading Rope, as well as the Writing Rope Framework.
● Identify specific high value skills of the English ACT subtest.
● Connect the skills for the ACT English test to HQIM.
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Research from ACT

“What are the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks”
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Table 1. ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

ACT Test Score College Courses Benchmark

English English Composition I 18

Mathematics College Algebra 22

Reading American History, Other History, Psychology, Sociology, Political Science, Economics 22

Science Biology 23

STEM Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Engineering 26

ELA English Composition I, American History, Other History, Psychology, Sociology, Political 
Science, Economics
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Let’s Review
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Let’s Review
➔ There are 3 reporting categories of questions types:

◆ CSE: Conventions of Standard English (roughly 40 questions)

◆ POW: Production of Writing (roughly 20 questions)

◆ KLA: Knowledge of Language (roughly 10-12 questions)
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Conventions of Standard English 
CSE
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Let’s Apply It 
Most common punctuation on ACT:
● Commas

○ When creating a compound sentence with coordinating conjunctions
■ FANBOYS 

● Coordinating conjunctions mnemonic device (for, and, nor, but, 
or, yet, so)

■ The football game is next Sunday, so I will need a babysitter.
○ When punctuating a non-essential clause

■ The teacher, who was never late before, came into class 15 minutes 
after it started. 

○ When joining an independent and dependent clause
■ Throughout the course of a year, students will learn many new skills.
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Let’s Apply It 
Most common punctuation on ACT:
● Semicolons

○ Separating two complete, but related, sentences
■ No capitalization needed after the semicolon unless a proper noun.
■ Example: The book was a classic; it was meant to be read through 

the ages.
● Colons

○ A phrase or word that further describes the independent clause before 
the punctuation
■ Teach them colons MUST have a complete sentence before them.
■ Example: The best king vake is made by my favorite bakery: 

Antoine's.
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Let’s Apply It 
Most common punctuation on ACT:
● Dashes

○ Used in place of colons (so must have complete sentence before)
■ The best king cake is made by my favorite bakery- Antoine's.

○ Used in a pair like commas for non-essential clauses
■ The teacher- who was never late before- came into class 15 minutes 

after it started. 
● Apostrophes

○ Contractions
○ Possession

■ Singular = ‘s
■ Plural = s’ in words that are pluralized by adding an ‘s’
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Let’s Apply It 
Singular vs. Plural 
● Subject/Verb Agreement questions:

○ Students need to be able to identify the subject and verb of a 
sentence.

○ The verb needs to match the subject in terms of singular vs. plural.
■ We are going to the mall after school.

● Pronoun Agreement questions:
○ Students need to be able to identify pronouns and locate the noun the 

pronoun replaces.
■ Sally was always on time for school, so when she was late today I 

was worried.
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Other commonly confused words:
● Its vs. it’s
● Affect vs. effect
● Sight vs. cite vs. site

S/V Agreement:
● Teach students to find the subject, 

identify if it is plural or singular, then 
select appropriate verb 

Commas:
● Students need to be able to identify 

independent and dependent clauses
● Students need to be able to identify 

essential vs. nonessential information

Commonly confused words

Subject/Verb Agreement

Commas: Connecting dependent and 
independent clauses

Commas: Connecting essential vs. 
non-essential information

Commas: Subordinate clauses

Subject/Verb Agreement
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#39 is an example of a 
pronoun/noun agreement 
question– these questions 
will always ask about using 
the correct pronouns in 
terms of singular vs. plural.

All three of these questions are 
CSE:

● possession/apostrophes
● Selecting verbs 
● Using semicolons or 

commas



In Conjunction with HQIM
All of the punctuation listed is also needed in student writing. Syntax best represents 
these skills in both the reading and writing ropes. Students should understand that 
punctuation is essential to making meaning from sentences.

Ideas for incorporating these skills:
● Direct and explicit instruction where a skill is thoroughly taught, THEN: 

○ Mentor sentences to model good writing– many curricula have these already 
selected, but you can select your own to fit the skill being addressed.  

○ Focusing on 1-2 of the punctuation skills at a time, then expecting it to be 
used in student writing to demonstrate proficiency.

○ Having students revise writing to incorporate the specific punctuation skill.
● Avoid drill & kill– make it useful to them. 
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Mentor Sentences 
are great to use 
for CSE. In this one 
sentence, what do 
you notice as 
possible 
opportunities for 
direct instruction 
of a CSE skill that 
we have already 
discussed?



Let’s Reflect

In terms of CSE, what do you foresee being the 
biggest challenge for your students in being 

successful on these types of questions?

What are some strategies you could use to 
combat these possible challenges?
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Production of Writing
POW
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Let’s Apply It
Students who are good writers do well with these questions. This is why it is 
important to develop expectations around their writing to incorporate good use 
of:

● Appropriate use of transition words and phrases
● Coherent paragraph and essay structure
● Good organization of ideas
● Strong thesis statements, topic sentences, and conclusions
● Conciseness of ideas
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---creating-a-claim.pdf?sfvrsn=458b6318_2


Transitions Resource

20
Source: City College of New York

https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/sites/default/files/writing/upload/TransitionalWordsAndPhrases.pdf


Text Structures Resource

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Text Structure PDF 21

To help students identify text structures, 
use an annotation protocol or a graphic 
organizer similar to the ones in the chart 
to the left when reading any text. 

Tie in how transitions work in the various 
types of structures as well– refer to the 
second column on the chart.
 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/ela/images/Text%20Structures.pdf
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POW: Having to determine if 
information is relevant and 
whether something should be 
added are skills students 
should focus on in their writing.
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Paragraph structure 
instruction will help with 
these types of questions– 
think about how we always 
want students to refer back 
to their thesis to conclude.

#37 & #38 are good 
examples of the 
importance of teaching 
about author’s purpose 
and only including 
relevant information in 
writing.
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#7-9 are all POW questions.

Students are having to demonstrate how to effectively and 
CONCISELY write (or in this case edit). 

Note: #8 is an example of using transitions correctly.



In Conjunction with HQIM
Students should write regularly in their ELA classes. This means students have 
many, many opportunities to work on these POW skills and get targeted feedback 
on their writing.

While rubrics from tier 1 curriculum may not explicitly include the components 
listed earlier, you can still choose to assess students on these skills and add them 
to your rubrics.

● Explicitly and directly teach what good examples of the POW components 
looks like in exemplar writing. 

● Use TARGETED feedback on just one or two of the skills per writing– 
consider allowing student to correct for a re-grade.

● Incorporate POW skills into your peer editing protocols.
● Use informational texts to discuss structure, organization, flow of ideas, etc.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-rubrics.pdf?sfvrsn=44426518_5
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Most units have a 
designated place 
for peer review– 
after some 
explicit 
instruction on a 
specific skill. 
Also, you could 
have students 
also looking for 
this in their peer’s 
writing and 
correcting if 
necessary.
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Calling attention 
to details, 
purpose, and 
structure in 
informational 
texts and having 
students use 
these as models 
for good writing 
will further 
reinforce the 
skills.
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Knowledge of Language
KLA
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Let’s Apply It
For KLA questions you need to reinforce conciseness of writing with your students.

For ACT, conciseness is king!

Work with them to avoid excessively long sentences with a lot of filler through their 
own writing.

Discuss how word choice impacts the meaning of a sentence via mentor sentences 
or in the texts they are reading in class. As well as, discuss why some words are 
better than others for various purposes.

Review Writing Concisely to help you determine what skills your students need 
more support with.
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https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/conciseness-handout/


KLA on the test:

➔ Roughly 10-12 questions per 
test

➔ Typically focuses on word 
choice and conciseness
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Questions 5, 40-41 are all 
KLA– they’re specifically 
asking for word choice and 
conciseness.
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These mentor 
sentences are good 
for discussing word 
choice and the impact 
of using those words. 

Students could 
attempt to rewrite 
these sentences more 
concisely without 
retracting from the 
meaning. 



Consider this 
High school students may have very little foundational knowledge of parts of 
speech, sentence types, or strong writing skills, etc.

We have to meet them where they are at first– this is where the direct and 
explicit instruction is important. 
● Use student friendly language when needed. 

○ For example: independent clause = sentence/dependent clause = not 
a sentence

● After you have met them where they are, and have some initial instruction, 
then you can appropriately increase expectations.

● These skills need to be regularly reinforced in as many ways as possible– 
not just taught one time. 
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Closing & Reflection
It is imperative that you remind students when learning these skills that while 
they do tie directly to the lesson at hand, and they are part of being a good 
writer, they are also an ACT skill. By constantly reminding the students how 
the ACT can impact college acceptance and scholarships will help create 
buy-in.

Thank you for all your time and attention!

For further support or questions, please contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov
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Other Helpful Resources 
Here are some resources that provide more in depth information regarding the 
instructions topics covered in this slide relating to grammar and punctuation:

● OWL Purdue
● Khan Academy Grammar 
● Khan Academy- Commas and Apostrophes
● Khan Academy - Colon, Semicolon, and More 
● Transition Words and Phrases 
● Text Structures 
● Writing Concisely
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/index.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/punctuation-the-comma-and-the-apostrophe
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/punctuation-the-colon-semicolon-and-more
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/sites/default/files/writing/upload/TransitionalWordsAndPhrases.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/ela/images/Text%20Structures.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/conciseness-handout/
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