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Objectives
● Introduce the basics of the ACT English Test
● Draw correlations between the ACT English Test and the reading and 

writing ropes
● Connect the skills for the ACT English test to HQIM
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English ACT Test Basics
➔ 75 questions; 5 passages; 45 minutes

◆ Passages are not set in certain genres or orders like the reading test

◆ Focus is on the use of English conventions and use of language

◆ Always the first subtest 

➔ There are 3 reporting categories of questions types:

◆ CSE: Conventions of standard English (roughly 40 questions)

◆ POW: Production of writing (roughly 20 questions)

◆ KLA: Knowledge of Language (roughly 10-12 questions)

➔ Benchmark Score: 18
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Research from ACT

“What are the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks”
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Table 1. ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

ACT Test Score College Courses Benchmark

English English Composition I 18

Mathematics College Algebra 22

Reading American History, Other History, Psychology, Sociology, Political Science, Economics 22

Science Biology 23

STEM Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Engineering 26

ELA English Composition I, American History, Other History, Psychology, Sociology, Political 
Science, Economics
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Language structures and 
vocabulary will play huge 
roles in the students’ 
success on the English 
portion of the ACT. 

We need to always 
remember literacy 
components are deeply 
interconnected to each 
other. 
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Writing Rope 
In addition to the 
Scarborough's 
Reading Rope, Joan 
Sedita has 
developed a related 
Writing Rope that 
showcases all the 
strands of writing 
essential for a 
skilled writer.
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Question Category: Conventions of Standard English (CSE)

➔ The bulk of the test questions
➔ Punctuation and grammar is the focus

◆ Commas
◆ Semicolons
◆ Colons
◆ Dashes 
◆ Apostrophes 
◆ Subject/Verb Agreement
◆ Commonly confused words
◆ Pronoun/Noun agreement (singular vs. plural)

➔ Writing Rope Strand: Syntax
➔ Reading Rope Strand: Language Structure
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Commonly confused words

Subject/Verb Agreement

Commas: Connecting dependent and 
independent clauses

Commas: Connecting essential vs. 
non-essential information

Commas: Subordinate clauses

Subject/Verb Agreement
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#39 is an example of a 
pronoun/noun agreement 
question– these questions 
will always ask about using 
the correct pronouns in 
terms of singular vs. plural

All three of these questions are 
CSE:

● possession/apostrophes
● Selecting verbs 
● Using semicolons or 

commas



Question Category: Production of Writing (POW)
➔ There are roughly 20-23 of these on every test.
➔ Think proofreading and editing

◆ Sentence placement
◆ Organization
◆ Adding or deleting information
◆ Relevant information
◆ Transitions 

➔ Writing Rope Strand: Text Structure  & Critical Thinking
➔ Reading Rope Strand: Language structure & literacy knowledge
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POW: Having to determine if 
information is relevant and 
whether something should be 
added are skills students 
should focus on in their writing.
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Instruction on paragraph 
structure will help with 
these types of questions– 
think about how we always 
want students to refer back 
to their thesis to conclude.

#37 & 38 are good 
examples of the 
importance of teaching 
about author’s purpose 
and only including 
relevant information in 
writing.
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#7-9 are all POW questions.

Students are having to demonstrate how to effectively and 
CONCISELY write (or in this case edit). 

Note: #8 is an example of using transitions correctly



Question Category: Knowledge of Language (KLA)

➔ Roughly 10-12 questions per test
➔ Typically focuses on word choice and 

conciseness
➔ Writing Rope Strand: Critical Thinking & 

Writing craft
➔ Reading Rope Strand: Language 

Structures & vocabulary
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Questions #5, #40-41 are all 
KLA– they’re specifically 
asking for word choice and 
conciseness 
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Let’s Apply it!
➔ Encourage students while writing to be mindful of the following 

fundamental aspects of language. As well, it is important to explicitly 
teach these concepts:

◆ Subject/verb agreement
◆ Identifying dependent vs independent clauses
◆ Various functions of commas
◆ Proper usage of semicolons, colons, dashes, and apostrophes
◆ Effective use of transitional words and phrases
◆ pronoun/noun agreement
◆ Paragraph structure

18



Let’s apply it
The HQIM being used in your classrooms via Tier 1 curriculums have many 
opportunities to practice a variety of the skills mentioned in this presentation. 
There are also many, many approaches to implement said strategies. 

At the next session, I will provide specific examples of approaches to address 
this. In the meantime, I encourage you to attempt incorporating one or two of 
these skills into your instruction.

Remember, students need to be told that these are ACT Skills AND skills to
 ACT skill AND skills that improve their writing. They should always know their 
purpose for learning. 
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Thank you!
I appreciate your attention today as we reviewed the basics of the ACT English 
test. 

Please feel free to reach out for further support to louisianaliteracy@la.gov. 
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