
WHAT IS BAYOU BRIDGES?
Bayou Bridges is a K-8 Louisiana Social Studies Curriculum for whole-class instruction 
designed to align with the student expectations of the 2022 K-8 Louisiana Student 
Standards for Social Studies.

Bayou Bridges units are a coherent set of plans which ensure students have broad 
and deep knowledge about the world, are able to express reasoned and nuanced 
arguments, and are prepared to participate in civic life. Each unit topic is organized 
around a framing question, such as “To what degree were efforts to address the 
Great Depression and Dust Bowl effective?”, and contains engagingly written texts 
along with color illustrations, photographs, maps, and primary source documents. 
Lessons follow an instructional process in which teachers set the context, explore 
real and engaging primary sources with students, develop and argue claims, and 
ultimately express those claims in writing. For additional information about Bayou 
Bridges, access the Louisiana Department of Education’s Bayou Bridges webpage.
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