
Tara High School’s PTECH Program
“CY-TECH Magnet Academy”

Karen Triche, Principal
Latasha Levatino, Asst Principal

Sarah Walsh, IBM Liaison



2

PTECH Origins

P-TECH: Check out the video from the founding PTECH school in Brooklyn, NY. 

The PTECH Program began in Brooklyn, New York in 2011. The 9-14 grade 
model means that two years of Associates Degree study (in Computer Science) 
is embedded in the high school experience. Students meet with industry 
mentors and train for "new collar" jobs fit for the 21st Century workforce. The 
above link leads to the PTECH website where details regarding how the model 
works and what students can expect to experience in the program can be 
found.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QVE19b0ek8
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Our Approach

• The Planting Committee Traveled 
to Brooklyn, NY in February 2018.  
Upon return, the committee met 
over the course of three months to 
plan out course sequences and 
finalize an MOU.  

• We began recruitment for students 
in May 2018 and hosted our Pre-
Summer Bridge Program in June 
2018.
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More on Approach

• The PTECH program was 
approved by and introduced by 
the Governor on May 2, 2018.

• Tara High School went on to 
personalize the program and 
accept the Founding Members of 
the CY-TECH Academy in the 
Summer of 2018.    
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Origin of CY-TECH 

CY-TECH is the result of a combination of the PTECH model and Tara’s Cyber Engineering 
Program, enhanced by IBM and BRCC’s partnership. 

CYBER + PTECH = 

________________

CY-TECH Academy 
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Why CY-TECH?

• Students who graduate from Tara High School's CY-TECH Program will earn 
both a high school diploma and an Associates Degree in a Computer 
Science. CY-TECH is part of the East Baton Rouge Parish School System and is 
open to all EBR students, at no cost to students and their families. 
Additionally, admission criteria for students include: that the student be on-
grade level, complete an interest survey, participate in a parent/guardian 
interview, agree to be mentored by a pre-selected advisor, and commit to the 
summer bridge programs and college coursework. 
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What is CY-TECH Magnet Academy

The Cy-TECH Magnet Academy is a school-based program designed after 
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) model, which 
combines high school, college and the professional world. This school-within-a-
school encompasses grades 9 to 14. With the promise that students in this six-
year time frame, students earn not only a high school diploma, but also an 
Associate in Computer Science degree in Software Development from Baton 
Rouge Community College. Graduates will have the skills and experience to 
step into well-paying jobs in Information Technology (IT) and earn an 
opportunity to interview with IBM.
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Our Post-Secondary Partner

• Baton Rouge Community College offers an Associate of Science degree in 
Computer Science that will provide students with the core computer science 
knowledge and skills that will prepare them to enter the workforce or transfer 
to a four-year academic institution.
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Our Industry Partner

• At IBM, work is more than a job - it's a calling: To build. To design. To code. To 
consult. To think along with clients and sell. To make markets. To invent. To 
collaborate. Not just to do something better, but to attempt things you've 
never thought possible. To lead in this new era of technology and solve some 
of the world's most challenging problems.

• Assigned an IBM Liaison to the site and a mentor to each student. 
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Mentoring Events
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Course Sequence for a Five Year Matriculation
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Our Areas of Focus

1. ACT Achievement

2. Workplace Skills

3. Mentorship

4. Internship




