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Reading Sally Ride the Astronaut Grade Bands 3–5 

Task Short Informational  

Read 

 

 
 
Read the following story and answer the questions.  
  
Many people gaze at the night sky and dream of visiting the stars. Sally 
Ride did more than just dream. She became the first American woman to 
travel to space.   
  
When Sally Ride was growing up, she loved science and sports. She 
thought about becoming a tennis player but instead went to college to 
study Science and English. Sally worked hard at school and she excelled in 
both Science and English. After seeing an ad in the newspaper, Sally 
applied for a job as an astronaut. Thousands of people applied, but only a 
few were chosen. Sally was one of six women selected for the position.  
  
Sally trained for years at NASA, an agency which runs our country’s space 
program. She learned how to fly a jet, work with special machines, and live 
in a weightless environment. In 1983, she was chosen to go up in the space 
shuttle Challenger. It was an honor and a dream come true. After her trip, 
Sally said, “I’m sure it was the most fun that I’ll ever have in my life.”  
  
Sally Ride went on two space missions before she decided to leave NASA. 
After her successful career as an astronaut, Sally worked as a teacher and a 
writer. She always tried to help girls succeed in math and science. Her life 
showed that women could soar to new heights.   

Teach 
 

 

Students will read the nonfiction story about Sally Ride and answer 
questions related to the text. Teach students to interact with text by 
circling, underlining or highlighting clue words or phrases that will help 
them remember or clarify details. Have students look at the questions 
before reading to set a purpose for reading — “what information do I need 
to know?” 
Reading Scaffolds 
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Have students underline all the words they already know.  
  
Have students circle the cognates from their native language (ex: 
American/americano, helicopter/helicóptero).  
  
Have students use their bilingual word-to-word dictionary to identify 
unknown words.  
  
Reduce the multiple-choice questions from 4 to 2.   
  
Have students read the questions before reading the story.    
  
Have students underline important pieces of the story.   
  
Have students read one paragraph at time, re-reading the paragraph at 
least twice.   

Write 

 

When Sally Ride was growing up what did she love?   
      A)   to play with dolls 
      B)   hamburgers and hot dogs 
      C)   sports and science   
 
  In college Sally studied _____. 
     A)  math 
     B)  computer science 
     C)  science 
     D)  English  
 
  Sally felt it was an honor and a dream to __________. 
    A)  become a tennis player 
    B)  train at NASA 
    C)  be chosen to go up in the space shuttle Challenger  
 
What did Sally learn during her training at NASA? Select two correct 
answers.  

A) how to fly a jet 
B) how to write papers 
C) how to work with special machines 
D) how to build space shuttles 

 
What is special about Sally Ride? 
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A) She helped to build the first space shuttle. 
B) She was the only woman chosen to work for NASA. 
C) She was the first American woman to go to space. 
D) She was both a professional tennis player and a scientist.  

Try It If You Can 

 

Create a “Want Ad” for an astronaut. Think about the type of person who 
would be a good astronaut. 
 
Pretend you’re a teacher and you are making a test for your class. Write 6 
questions from the article below: Titanic 

 

Titanic    
 
The RMS Titanic was a cruise ship that sank in the North Atlantic Ocean on April 15, 1912. It is 
one of the deadliest ship disasters in history. 
  
The Titanic was built between 1909–1911 in Belfast, Ireland. At the time, it was the largest ship 
ever built. The ship also had watertight compartments for safety. Many people believed the 
Titanic was unsinkable. 
  
For its first trip, the Titanic was to sail from Southampton, England to New York City, USA. At 
the time of its sail, there were 2,435 people onboard, including some of the world’s wealthiest 
people. The ship left Southampton on April 10, 1912. 
  
On April 14, 375 miles south of Newfoundland, the Titanic hit an iceberg at 11:40 PM. Calls for 
help were sent, but none of the ships that responded were close enough. Over the next two-
and- a-half hours, the ship filled with water and sank. There were not enough lifeboats for 
everyone onboard. Some passengers and crew were able to get into lifeboats, but many were 
not. There was also a policy for women and children to board first, so many men were left 
behind. Those who were in the water died within minutes due to hypothermia as the water 
temperature that night was 28 degrees. There were 710 survivors, and over 1,500 who lost 
their lives. The loss of the Titanic and so many lives led to worldwide shock. It also led to major 
improvements in ship safety. 
  
Titanic wasn’t seen again until September 1985 when a team discovered its whereabouts. It 
remains over 2 ½ miles deep on the ocean floor. Perhaps the most famous ship in history, the 
Titanic’s legacy lives on through books, movies, memorials, and museums.  
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