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The Department will present on two items from today’s agenda.

1. Update on Kindergarten Readiness and the Kindergarten Entry Assessment in Louisiana
2. Amendment to Louisiana’s Child Care and Development Fund State Plan
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Vision for Ensuring Kindergarten Readiness

Louisiana is unifying the early childhood system — birth to pre-K — so all children are ready
for kindergarten.

Shared high standards for
what children should learn
and what excellent teaching
looks like.

Teachers are excellent at
interacting with children and
guiding learning.

Expectations for health,

safety, and learning are Families can easily enroll and
consistent with adequate choose the best option for
funding levels for programs their children.

that serve children well.
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Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Disconnects in Early Childhood and Early Elementary

|

t

Currently, Louisiana lacks coherence as to what is expected for teachers and students in K-

2 settings, how to best measure success and how to seamlessly connect early childhood to
early elementary.

e Since 2012, districts have been required to use the Developing Skills Checklist (DSC) as the
kindergarten entry or readiness assessment with all entering kindergartners.

 Districts have also been required to use an early literacy screener in K-3" grade (typically
DIBELS) and the results are reported to the legislature.

e Up until recently, districts were using a wide range of curriculum and assessments, some
of which were not aligned with the standards or even with each other, within and across
grade bands.

» Similarly, there have been significant disconnects between pre-K and kindergarten — across
curriculum, assessment and observation practices — especially as the early childhood
expectations have shifted under Act 3.
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Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Connecting Early Childhood to Early Elementary

Louisiana needs to ensure all pre-K-2 children master age-appropriate language, literacy,

and numeracy skills and content knowledge to achieve reading and math proficiency in
third grade and beyond.

1. Every pre-K-2 student has access to rigorous curriculum that provides children with a
foundation of solid literacy and numeracy skills and access to a wide volume of reading
and math opportunities (e.g., Tier 1 and Guidebooks).

2. Schools use validated observational tools (e.g., CLASS™, Compass, TAP) to rate and
improve the quality of teaching in pre-K-2 classrooms to ensure: a) high-quality
interactions between teachers and students and b) engaging instruction that reflects
best practices and stimulates student interest.

3. Teachers use meaningful assessments to monitor student progress and identify
instructional needs.
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http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
http://teachstone.com/classroom-assessment-scoring-system/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/compass
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/tap

Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
| BESE-Approved Definition

The State Board established a definition of kindergarten readiness which was later

included in Bulletin 140 (§305).

Children who are ready for kindergarten are expected to demonstrate:
1. cognitive abilities, which include knowledge and skills in
a. early literacy, such as phonological awareness, print concepts, alphabetic understanding,
vocabulary, listening comprehension, and emergent writing;
b. basic numeracy concepts, such as rote counting and number awareness, sorting, classifying,
comparing, patterning, and spatial relationships;
2. basic science concepts, such as making observations, exploring the world using their senses, and
using appropriate scientific vocabulary related to topics;
3. basic social studies concepts, such as self-awareness and their relationship to family and community,
and an awareness of money and time;
4. response to and participation in music, movement, visual and dramatic arts;
5. abilities, either assisted or unassisted, that show an awareness of health, hygiene, and
environmental hazards, in addition to gross and fine motor skills;
6. social and emotional competencies, including self-regulation, self-identity, self-reliance, respect for
others, and interpersonal skills; and
7. approaches to learning, such as reasoning and problem-solving, engagement, persistence, and
eagerness to learn.
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Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Key Pre-K-2 Developmental Skills

Identifying the key expectations for what children/students should know or be able to do is

essential to aligning the birth to 2" grade experience.

Domains Developmental Skills
Language and * Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary
Literacy e Uses conventional grammar

 Demonstrates phonological awareness, phonics skills, and word recognition
* Reads with fluency (emergent readers in pre-K/K; grade level texts in 15t-2nd)
* Expresses understanding/comprehension of topics, texts, and experiences

Math * Uses number concepts and operations
e Compares/understands measurement

Approaches to e Shows persistence
Learning e Shows curiosity and motivation
*  Shows flexibility

Social-Emotional * Followsrules
* Displays positive peer interactions
e Balances needs and rights of self and others

Physical  Demonstrates traveling and balancing skills
* Demonstrates gross-motor manipulative skills

* Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination
—_— . ...————-——————
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Vocabulary

Grammar

Phonics / Word
Recognition

Fluency

Comprehension
(Oral/Written)

Numbers/
Operations

Measurement

Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Progression of Developmental Skills Examples

Language and Literacy

Uses familiar words to
describe items

Uses four- to six-word
sentences

Knows the beginning
sounds of words

Pretend reads

Retells a familiar story

With support, adds and
subtracts objects

Uses objects (hands, feet,
cubes) to measure

¢ Uses new meanings for
familiar words

¢ Uses common verbs and
nouns

* Blends and segments
sounds

* Reads emergent texts

¢ |dentifies characters,
settings, and major events
in a story

Math

¢ Adds and subtracts
numbers within 10

e Uses standard
measurement tools

Uses new words in varied
contexts

Uses subject/verb
agreement

Reads words with short
and long vowels

Reads on-level texts

Paraphrases major points
in text

Adds and subtracts
numbers within 20

Measures length of an
object accurately

Uses academic words
and phrases

Uses compound
sentences

Reads irregularly spelled
words

Reads varied genre

Summarizes central
message of text

Solves two-step word
problems

Measures and compares
length of two objects
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Persistence
Curiosity

Flexibility

Rules

Interactions

Needs/Rights

Travel/Balance
Gross Motor

Fine Motor

Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana

Progression of Developmental Skills (Continued)

¢ Pursues hard tasks
* Shows eagerness

* Accepts better ideas
proposed

* Accepts redirection
from adults

* Plays with peers

e Takes turns

e Jumps small objects
* Catches ball
* Uses 3-point finger grip

but may hold tool too
close to one end
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Approaches to Learning

Plans/pursues goals
Explores

Thinks through possible
solutions

Social-Emotional

Follows rules and
routines

Invites peers to play

Shares materials
Physical
Hops across field

Kicks moving ball

Uses 3-point finger grip
and efficient hand
placement

* Acts methodically
* Asks open questions

* Exhibits creative ways to
complete tasks

e Applies rules in new but
similar situations

e Compromises

e Shares ideas

¢ Balances for three seconds
¢ Strikes a moving target

e Outlines/traces shapes

Completes assignments
Researches topics

Accepts last-minute
changes

Understands/explains
reasons for rules

Follows and leads

Completes group tasks

Walks across apparatus
Dribbles ball

Stays within the lines while
following a maze
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Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Proposal

After piloting options in the field, the Department will take a proposal to April BESE to

enable districts to choose between two quality kindergarten readiness assessments.

Districts will be able to choose between two kindergarten readiness assessments:

1. Teaching Strategies GOLD® Survey ©
2. Desired Results Developmental Profile®

Both options:

Are research-based and aligned with Louisiana’s standards;

Have been demonstrated to be valid and reliable;

Rely on teacher observations of children’s skills and abilities using an abbreviated set of
indicators during regular activities from school start through September 30;

Provide actionable information for teachers, administrators and families;

Produce comparable results to provide statewide kindergarten readiness indicator; and
Create a more coherent continuum between early childhood and early elementary.

There will be a transition year so districts can still use the DSC in 2017.
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Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
Implications

The kindergarten readiness assessment will continue to be used to support children’s

learning and development, help improve practice and provide aggregate information.

Both new options may be used to:

e Help teachers provide more individualized instruction.

» Align teaching practice and planning while reducing redundant testing.

e Foster teacher-family partnerships.

* Help identify children for evaluation of potential developmental delays or other special
needs.

* Provide a “snapshot” of kindergarten readiness as the community, regional or state
level.

As before, the kindergarten readiness assessment will not be used for:
e Child-level consequences
e Site-level accountability

I _—_—_—_—_—m——m———— = ———————————=~=
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| Kindergarten Readiness in Louisiana
| Next Steps

Provided BESE approves the proposal in April, the Department will support the field to

implement the new tools.

e After piloting in 15 school systems, the Department will shift focus to supporting
implementation in the field.

e 2017 will be a transitional year so districts will have three options, including the DSC, and

have adequate time to prepare teachers. By 2018, districts will have to use GOLD® or
DRDP.

 The Department will support the transition by:

1. Providing guidance and webinars to support districts to choose the best option for
their community.

2. Offering training to school districts
3. Providing ongoing technical assistance and support as needed.

Some of these school systems also piloted using CLASS™ in K-2"? grade and the

Department will continue exploring the use of CLASS™ in early elementary.
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Appendix: GOLD Survey and DRDP-K Correlations

_ K Academic and Non-Academic Key Skills and Examples GOLD Survey DRDP-K

Language and Literacy

Vocabulary Uses new words v v
Grammar Uses verbs and nouns v v
PA/Phonics Blends/segments sounds v v
Fluency Reads emergent texts j Ve
Comprehension Recounts/analyzes characters, events, ideas in text v
Math
Numbers/Operations Adds and subtracts numbers within 10 Ve Ve
Measurement Uses standard measurement tools v v
Approaches to Learning
Persistence Plans/pursues goals v v
Curiosity Explores v v
Flexibility Thinks through possible solutions v v
Social-Emotional
Rules Follows rules and routines Ve Ve
Interactions Invites peers to play v v
Needs/Rights Shares materials v v
Physical
Traveling/Balancing Hops across field Ve Ve
Gross Motor Kicks moving ball Ve Ve
Fine Motor Uses 3-point finger grip and efficient hand placement Ve Ve
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Amendment to CCDF State Plan




| ' Amendment to CCDF State Plan
| Overview

There are two types of amendments in this State Plan — implementation plan updates and

a policy update that is substantial enough to require an amendment.

Implementation Plan Updates

* The original State Plan allowed for implementation plans for several items due to the
timing of the reauthorization of the Child Care and Development Block Grant.

* The Lead Agency is required to update the State Plan once items are fully implemented.

Substantial Changes
e Substantial changes to the State Plan generally include any of the following:
* Adds a significant additional program activity;
* Eliminates a significant program activity;
* Changes its basic plan for the use of funds; or
* Changes the Lead Agency responsible for administering the program.

The Advisory Council has made changes that improve health and safety of our children,

improved access to child care and increased family support and engagement.

_—_— —— ... .  -—»¥——— > = — - ——————- ==
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Amendment to CCDF State Plan
Health and Safety

The recent work by the Advisory Council has improved the health and safety of children in

a couple of ways.

1.8.1 — Emergency Disaster Plan
e The changes will keep children safe in the even of a disaster.
* Adds emergency preparedness disaster plan details for family child care, in-home,
school and military providers.
* Adds practice drills.
* Both items above were previously discussed at the July 2016 Advisory Council.

5.1.3 and 5.1.4 — Group size
e Adds group sizes to the Licensing regulations (Bulletin 137)
e This item was discussed at the November 2016 Advisory Council.
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Amendment to CCDF State Plan
Access and Enrollment

The Advisory Council has increased access for at-risk children under age five.

3.1.3,4.5.2,4.3.1, 8.1.1 — Changes Eligibility

Decreases the work/school requirement from 30 hours per week to 20 hours per week
Allows for the 20 hour requirement to be reduced to 15 hours per week for households
that qualify for special needs care

Redefines “attending education” to allow full-time status as determined by the
educational institution

This item was discussed at the July 2016 Advisory Council meeting.

Note that this change qualifies as a substantial amendment.

3.1.5 — Graduated Phase Out

Provides 2 additional months of assistance at the time of redetermination as long as
income falls below 85% of the state median income
This item was discussed at the July 2016 Advisory Council meeting.

_—_— —— ... .  -—»¥——— > = — - ——————- ==
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: w Amendment to CCDF State Plan
Family Support and Engagement

The changes allow for more information to families and providers to better provide for

their children.

2.2.1 and 2.2.2 - Information on additional programs
* Adds information on additional programs like SNAP, WIC, etc. for parents, providers and
the general public

2.2.8 — Developmental Screening Guidebook for families and providers
* Provides information on the Developmental Screening Guidebook as a vehicle to
families and providers on developmental screening

2.3.1 — Consumer Education Website
* The updates give the families and providers more information which may affect their
choices.
» Updates provider search functionality, adds policy links, adds the list of prohibited
crimes that prevent individuals from working, etc.
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