Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other
accessibility needs for future LDOE
meetings, please contact
LDOEcommunications@la.gov.
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Enrollment of
Displaced Students

Displaced Students
Students displaced due to Hurricane Ida will enroll in schools across the state. Schools
must enroll these students immediately per the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act of 2021-2022, and should maintain the parent certification form as documentation.
It will be important for school systems to identify, document and report students
displaced who are entering their schools. School systems should report to EdLink 360
those students as soon as possible using the proper Entry Reason Codes. Once these
codes have been used for a student, it should be used every time the student enrolls
anywhere else for the remainder of the school year.
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Homeless Students
Students displaced by Hurricane Ida qualify for homeless status if they are sharing
housing with other persons, including those who are doubled-up with family members
or are living in shelters, motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to lack of
adequate accommodations. These students should be enrolled immediately and
provided uniform assistance.
Please ensure homeless status is also reported through your local SIS and to EdLink 360,
as relevant, using the appropriate Homeless Indicator Code with Homeless Reason
Code “03” (hurricane).
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Special Education Needs
To ensure LEAs can provide timely special education services to students,the Special Education
Reporting System (SER) has been modified to allow LEAs to pick up jurisdiction for students from
affected LEAs without contacting the losing/sending LEA or LDOE. Any students in affected LEAs not
moving will not be changed; jurisdiction and services will remain the same.
A new LEA must provide FAPE to a transfer student with disabilities, in consultation with the
parents, that includes "services comparable" to the prior Individualized Education Plan (IEP) services
until the new LEA completes an evaluation (if necessary) or drafts a new IEP. To ensure LEAs can
provide timely special education services to students, SER has been temporarily modified to allow
LEAs to add jurisdiction for students from only affected LEAs without contacting the previous LEA or
the LDOE. Otherwise, the jurisdiction for these students will remain unchanged and will require the
previous LEA to release jurisdiction. For more information on emergency LEA transfers, please refer
to Understanding an Emergency LEA Transfer.
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Waivers and Emergency Rules
Instructional Minutes Waiver Request
As set forth in law, (R.S. 17:154.1) the required minimum number of instructional minutes cannot be
waived by the state superintendent or BESE except in two specific circumstances:
1.

2.

A school system is not able to meet the required instructional minutes due to school closure
occurring within the last 30 days of school when the reason for such closure is a natural
catastrophe or disaster.
A school cannot meet such instructional minutes because the school temporarily shared facilities
with another school due to damages caused by a natural disaster or emergency that was declared
by the governor pursuant to Revised Statute 29:724, certified by the state superintendent of
education, and approved by BESE.

The first exception (disaster within the last 30 days of school) does not apply.
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Issues Related to the Start of
the School Year

Assessments/Screeners
LDOE will work with those districts that are severely impacted by
Hurricane Ida. LDOE will review BESE policy to ensure alignment with
state law and will consider flexibility in timelines for administration and
reporting results during times of crisis or natural disaster. For questions,
please contact assessment@la.gov.
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Damage to
Facilities and
Supply Needs

Applying for Federal Assistance
FEMA Public Assistance funding is available for LEAs within parishes included in the
Presidential disaster declaration. Please use LDOE’s Hurricane Ida Disaster Recovery
document to assist you in applying as well as submitting the Request for Public
Assistance (RPA), which officially starts the process.
Once the RPA has been submitted, GOHSEP and FEMA will be working through
developing a priority system with our stakeholders to identify and address the most
critical needs.
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Helpful Resources
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

FEMA Assistance for Governments and Private Non-Profits After a Disaster
FEMA Individual Assistance
FEMA Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide
Louisiana Public Assistance Resources
Louisiana Procurement Quick Reference
FEMA Assistance for Governments and Private Non-Profits After a Disaster
FEMA Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide
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Instructional Materials and Technology Needs
LDOE understands that instructional materials and technology may have been damaged as a result of Hurricane
Ida. When determining instructional material and technology needs, school systems should do the following:
1.

Begin by assessing what materials or technology were destroyed.

2.

Document lost materials and make a list of items that needed to be purchased. Remember to include an
itemized list of building contents with associated values, purchase receipts, appraisal of items or copies of
an itemized insurance policy that specifically cites the contents value, serial numbers, invoices and
receipts. Both pictures and video can be extremely helpful in the documentation process.

3.

Dispose of damaged materials properly, hiring companies to haul off equipment with batteries. (Note:
please check with your insurance company and/or FEMA before disposing of any materials to ensure you
are in compliance with program requirements.)

4.

Reach out to vendors and follow emergency procurement procedures to purchase lost materials.

School systems needing support working with technology or instructional materials vendors can email
classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov.
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Damage Assessment
LDOE has created a form for LEAs to complete that will capture initial
damage of the most recent hurricane event.
Impacted LEAs should complete the form by Friday, September 17.
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LEA Staff Support

Federal Assistance for Educators
How to Apply
To expedite help, applicants should apply online at DisasterAssistance.gov or by phone. To
apply by phone (7:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m. ET, 7 days a week):
●

Call (800) 621-FEMA (3362)

●

Call TTY (800) 462-7585 for people with speech or hearing disabilities.

●

If using 711 or Video Relay Service (VRS), call 1-800-621-3362.

If Internet access or phone service is not available and if DRCs have been established in the
area, go to a DRC for assistance with the registration process. Register online at
www.disasterassistance.gov or call 1-800-621-FEMA (1-800-621-3362).
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Charter School
Specific Guidance

Enrolling Students Outside of Application Period
In the event of a federally declared disaster, such as Hurricane Ida, a charter school
may accept applications outside of the designated student application period.
The charter school may enroll displaced students on a first-come, first-served basis
until the enrollment capacity is reached (120% of the enrollment authorized on
your most recent charter operating agreement).

18

Documentation for Charter School Enrollments
Charter schools that are supporting displaced students and need to enroll above their
allowed 120 percent, should contact danalyn.hypolite@la.gov to receive the necessary
documentation for charter school enrollments. It is important to note that the only students
that shall be enrolled as a result of the increased enrollment cap are students that have
been displaced by the natural disaster.
If a school notifies the LDOE that they are enrolling displaced students above the allowed 120
percent, students cannot be enrolled from an existing waitlist, unless they are affected by the
hurricane and families have completed the certification form, which is required of all families.
Students enrolled through this process shall be permitted to remain enrolled in the charter
school for the remainder of the school year. At the conclusion of the school year, the students
must return to their previously enrolled school.
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Questions?
2021 Disaster and Recovery Guidance
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