Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, if you need special
assistance at this meeting please contact
ldoecommunications@la.gov.
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Career & College Readiness
March 18, 2021

Believe to Achieve
The Department recently released Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities. This
priorities plan serves as the Department’s roadmap to improving outcomes for all
Louisiana children.
Believe to Achieve includes the Department’s new belief statements, state data to help
track progress toward Louisiana’s six critical goals, and the new priorities that will
direct the LDOE’s efforts as they work toward achieving the critical goals. Each priority
outlines focus areas for the key actions and initiatives.
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Pathway Initiatives and Readiness Support

Graduation Ceremony Guidance
The Office of State Fire Marshal released guidance for graduation ceremonies on March
7. This guidance includes the following general revisions:
•
•

Graduation events must be controlled by invitations, ticket sales, or by
reservations.
Seating areas shall be provided for all proposed attendees in an arrangement that
provides for social distancing as outlined on the following slides. Patrons shall
remain masked, seated and socially distanced and shall not congregate in groups
outside of immediate household members.
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Graduation Ceremony Guidance
Where graduation ceremonies are to be held in indoor sporting and/or entertainment
venues, including but not limited to gymnasiums, arenas, coliseums and enclosed stadiums,
the following occupancy limitations and management guidelines shall apply:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

33% capacity of the fixed spectator seating as well as 33% of the net occupiable floor
areas of the venue, or 1 person per every 45 square feet, whichever is less
Graduate processional-style entrances should be avoided
Attendee entrance should be escorted either via ushers or assigned seating via
ticketing or marked/reserved seats
Ceremonies shall be limited to no more than 90 minutes
Graduate exit, along with graduate guest exit, upon diploma receipt is encouraged to
achieve an orderly egress of the crowd
Restroom attendants are required
Live indoor music is to follow current Phase 3 guidelines
All graduates, staff and attendees shall remain seated and masked at all times
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Graduation Ceremony Guidance
Where graduation ceremonies are to be held at indoor multi-purpose/multi-use centers,
including but not limited to civic centers, convention centers and conference centers without
permanent, fixed seating,the following occupancy limitations and management guidelines
shall apply:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

33% capacity of the fixed spectator seating as well as 33% of the net occupiable floor
areas of the venue, or 1 person per every 45 square feet, whichever is less
Graduate processional-style entrances should be avoided
Attendee entrance should be escorted either via ushers or assigned seating via
ticketing or marked/reserved seats
Ceremonies shall be limited to no more than 90 minutes
Graduate exit, along with graduate guest exit, upon diploma receipt is encouraged to
achieve an orderly egress of the crowd
Restroom attendants are required
Live indoor music is to follow current Phase 3 guidelines
All graduates, staff and attendees shall remain seated and masked at all times
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Graduation Ceremony Guidance
Where graduation ceremonies are to be held at outdoor sporting/entertainment
venues,the following occupancy limitations and management guidelines shall apply:
•
•
•
•
•
•

50% capacity of the fixed spectator seating and 25% of the net occupiable field areas of
the venue, or 1 person per every 45 square feet, whichever is less
Graduate processional-style entrances should be avoided
Concession sales should be avoided
Ceremonies shall be limited to no more than 90 minutes
Graduate exit, along with graduate guest exit, upon diploma receipt is encouraged to
achieve an orderly egress of the crowd
All graduates, staff and attendees shall remain seated and masked at all times

Where graduation ceremonies are to be held in theaters and/or auditoriums, existing
Theater guidelines, found on OpenSafely.la.gov, should be applied.
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BinaxNOW Rapid Test Update
•

Abbott has extended the shelf life on select BinaxNOW COVID-19 Antigen Test lots
that were originally marked with 6-month expiration.

•

The expiration dates of the these lot numbers been extended by 3 months. Facilities
should keep a copy of the referenced document for any future CLIA inspections.

NOTE: BinaxNow is still available from LDH at no charge. Additional kits are available,
please contact Runa.Bakshi@LA.gov.
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Believe to Achieve: Louisiana ACT®NOW
The Louisiana ACT® NOW program provides funding to purchase pre-billed ACT test vouchers for eligible
students in grades 12 and 10. To receive reimbursement for vouchers, school systems shall submit a completed
application that includes specific programmatic, physical and accountability assurances no later than April 17.
Vouchers purchased from ACT must be used for one of three administrations as outlined below.
Test Date

Registration Deadline

April 17

March 12

June 12

May 7

July 17

June 18

The cost of vouchers for ACT without writing is $55 per student, and there will be no refund for unused
vouchers. Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with questions.
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Believe to Achieve: Louisiana ACT® NOW
Students in grade 12 are eligible for an ACT® voucher if all of these apply:
The student has not earned an ACT® score that qualifies them for college admissions or
TOPS, or who are seeking an opportunity to enhance their current level of TOPS Tech,
TOPS Opportunity, TOPS Performance, TOPS Honors, or to seek other merit-based
scholarship opportunities.
• The student is on target to complete all coursework necessary to graduate no later
than August 31, 2021.
• The student is on target to meet all state assessment graduation requirements no later
than August 31, 2021.
Students in grade 10 are eligible for an ACT® voucher if:
•

•

The student requires an ACT® score to qualify for enrollment in a Dual Enrollment
program or other academic program(s) that require an ACT® score.
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Regulatory Flexibility Guidance: Graduating Seniors
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education (BESE) has granted LEAP 2025 graduation regulatory flexibility guidance.
The aforementioned opportunities are available to high school seniors who meet the
following qualifications:
1. Met all other graduation requirements
2. Attempted all required LEAP 2025 assessments at least one time
3. Were enrolled during the spring 2021 semester and are graduating by August 31,
2021
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Regulatory Flexibility Guidance: Graduating Seniors
All high school seniors who meet the qualifications have the option to substitute the following in lieu of the
LEAP 2025 high school assessment requirement and/or Career Diploma credential requirement:
LEAP 2025 Substitution Opportunities
1.
2.
3.
4.

An ACT composite score of 17 or higher for all students; or
An ACT subject score of 17 or higher in the corresponding LEAP 2025 high school assessment; or
A score of Silver or better on ACT WorkKeys for students pursuing a Career Diploma; or
The student participates in 20 or more extended learning hours per LEAP 2025 high school assessment
subject pair for which the student has yet to achieve level 2 (approaching basic/fair) or above, with such
instruction provided by a qualified teacher. A template has been created to document the extended
learning hours and the level of achievement.
a. School systems will determine the number of extended learning hours needed (minimum 20) and
the assessment method used to determine whether or not the student is performing at the
equivalent of Approaching Basic.
b. Qualified teacher is defined as holding a valid and current teaching certification or a final COMPASS
evaluation of Effective:Emerging or better.
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Regulatory Flexibility Guidance: Graduating Seniors
Career Diploma IBC Credentialing Requirement Substitution
WorkKeys Silver and above can substitute for the IBC credentialing requirement for the purpose of meeting
graduation requirements.
A dynamic FAQ document has been provided with more details on inputting the updated waiver into STS and
answers additional questions surrounding the policy.
Please reach out to highschoolacademics@la.gov with questions
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Regulatory Flexibility Guidance: Graduating Seniors
Students that choose to use
the 20 hours of extended
learning time must submit a
verification form through
their school system for each
test they are replacing.
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Student Transcript System (STS)
Q: How do I designate graduating seniors who are eligible for one of the assessment substitution
options?
A: New code values have been added to the Met Assessment Requirements for Graduation (Met
GEE/EOC) Flag of the Demographic (020) record. These codes and options are outlined here:
●
●
●

1= Graduate on TOPS University or Jump Start diploma pathway who uses one of the two available
ACT options (>=17 Composite or >=17 subject for needed assessment pair)
2= Graduate on Jump Start diploma pathway who uses WorkKeys Silver or higher certificate
3= Graduate on either TOPS University or Jump Start diploma pathway who participates in 20+
hours of extended learning

All other coding options in STS for the Met Assessment Requirements for Graduation field are still
available for use on graduating seniors.
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Student Transcript System (STS)
Q: What code should LEAs use for Jump Start students who are applying the IBC credential
requirement substitution for graduation?
A: Jump Start graduates substituting the WorkKeys Silver or higher certificate for the IBC
requirement should use the following IBC code:
921 - 2021 graduate IBC substitution (WorkKeys Silver or higher)” in STS.

LEAs should only use this IBC substitution for graduating seniors on a Jump Start pathway. This IBC
should not be applied if the student has previously met IBC graduation requirements.
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Postsecondary Readiness

Financial Aid Planning
The FAFSA is the form for state and federal financial aid for postsecondary endeavors.
As a requirement of the IGP planning process throughout high school, every senior, as a
requirement for graduation, must complete a FAFSA or have a waiver in place. If you
would like your school’s rate you can visit the LOSFA Compete to Complete site, contact
us or ask your System Relations staff.
Any waivers issued for the Financial Aid Planning graduation requirement will be
reviewed during the graduation cohort verification process and must be present for
students to count in the cohort graduation rate.
For assistance with financial aid planning, please contact ldefinanicalaid@la.gov.
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FAFSA Assistance
Federal Student Aid is offering a FAFSA Line by Line Workshop for Counselors on March
24 at 4:00 p.m. to assist with tips on how to assist students with completing the FAFSA.
The Louisiana Association of Financial Aid Administrators (LASFAA) is offering a college
admissions and financial aid webinar on March 17 and 18 at 6 p.m. where students and
parents can receive financial aid information and FAFSA assistance.
Interested counselors, students or parents can register at the above links for FAFSA
assistance.
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Community Service Diploma Endorsement
There is still time for graduating seniors to earn the required 80 service hours to
receive the Community Service Endorsement.
Volunteering may look different to Louisiana’s students due to the CoronaVirus, as
students are having to seek out opportunities to volunteer online or from their homes.
There are Community Service Opportunities where students can volunteer safely and
still assist their community during the global pandemic.

For more information, please contact megan.thompson2@la.gov.
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Jump Start Construction Scholars Program
The Louisiana Construction Education Foundation, Louisiana’s Community and
Technical College System (LCTCS) and the Louisiana Department of Education are
collecting 2020-2021 Jump Start Construction Connect Scholars Program Applications.
Scholarship Award
The Jump Start Construction Scholars program will provide up to 40 one-time
scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each to students graduating from high school
with a Jump Start Diploma and NCCER Credential planning to enroll in an LCTCS
program or an Associated Builders and Contractors training program. The application
deadline has been extended to April 12.
For more information, please contact megan.thompson2@la.gov.
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Foundational Skills

Pupil Progression Plan Webinar
The 2021-2022 Pupil Progression Plan Webinar will address student placement,
promotion, retention and specific policy decisions of the school system.
Webinar Date and Time

April 6 at 9 a.m.

April 13 at 9 a.m.

Webinar Link

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93454423348

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97684188992

Webinar Phone Number

470-381-2552

470-250-9358

Meeting ID

934 5442 3348

976 8418 8992

For more information, please contact ppp@la.gov.
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Individual Graduation Planning (IGP) Webinar
The 2021 IGP Webinar will provide school counselors with an overview of recent
legislative updates and Louisiana Workforce Commission (LWC) resources.
Webinar Date and Time

March 31 at 9 a.m.

April 7 at 9 a.m.

Webinar Link

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95873761113

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98761399712

Webinar Phone Number

312-626-6799

312-626-6799

Meeting ID#

958 7376 1113

987 6139 9712

Please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov for support.
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Quality Diplomas

2021 Super Summer Institute Catalogue
The dynamic 2021 Jump Start Super Summer Institute Catalogue provides a list of
professional development and training opportunities available this summer. This list is
not comprehensive and will continue to be updated as additional training options are
confirmed.
School systems can submit training opportunities and/or training requests to
jumpstart@la.gov for review. Registration costs for the summer sessions are paid
directly to the provider. Carl Perkins and Career Development Funds are eligible
funding sources for registration.
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with questions.
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Helpful Information
Schedules, access links and information for the Department’s webinars can be found
in the LDOE Weekly Newsletter and 2020-2021 School System Support Calendar.
Please reach out to the following contacts with questions:
highschoolacademics@la.gov

General questions about the office and about graduation requirements

ldefinancialaid@la.gov

Questions related to the financial aid policy or for assistance with
FAFSA completion

SCA@la.gov

Questions related to Supplemental Course Academy/Course Choice

jumpstart@la.gov

Questions related to Jump Start

PPP@la.gov

Questions related to pupil progression

collegereadiness@la.gov

Questions related to dual enrollment or Advanced Placement
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