Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.
If you require an interpreter or have other
accessibility needs for future LDOE
meetings, please contact
LDOEcommunications@la.gov.
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Nutrition Support Monthly
Call
March 8, 2022

Agenda
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State Oversight Plan
Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer (P-EBT)
Medicaid Demonstration Project
Supply Chain Assistance Funds
School Year 2021-2022 Food Service Flexibilities Reminders
Transitional Standards on Milk, Whole Grains and Sodium
eScholar Updates and CEP Manager
Training Updates
Other Program Reminders
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State Oversight Plan

Administrative Reviews
Review dates and document due dates can be found on CNR Support. As a reminder,
the review date is listed as the Monday of the review week.
The review schedule on the CNP website has been updated to reflect the review dates.
Reviews will be completed through the April 2022. As reviews are completed by CN
Resource, the State Agency will review and approve the final report before providing to
the SFA.
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Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer
(P-EBT)

P-EBT 2020-2021: Letters About Unused Funds
Letter have gone out to families who still have unused balances which may be expiring soon on their
current P-EBT benefit cards. In many cases, the amount may be less than $1.
STEPS:
1. If the parent has their P-EBT card, direct them to call the number listed on the card to check their
balance.
2. If the parent has lost their card, the parent can still check their balance on the PEBT Parent Portal
and then request a new card to be automatically sent (no action by Data Manager required). The
parent should verify their address is correct before requesting a new card.
a. If the parent’s address is wrong, the parent needs to verify/update their address with their
school, then submit an address update & new card request via the PEBT Parent Portal. Data
Managers will be required to approve this request.
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P-EBT 2021-2022: Communications
• Announcement flyers have been uploaded to the PEBT Data Manager’s Toolbox and
on DCFS’s P-EBT Website at www.PEBT-la.org. The website contains FAQs and other
information. DCFS will continue to update information as needed.
• Black and White Announcement
• Color Announcement
• Announcement - Spanish Version
• Announcement Vietnamese Version
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P-EBT 2021-2022: Benefit Amounts
Louisiana received federal approval to issue Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) benefits for the
2021-22 school year.
Eligible students are those who normally receive free or reduced-price school meals
but haven’t received those meals because of school-approved virtual learning
schedules or quarantine caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
• Eligible students in approved FULLY VIRTUAL learning situations: $127.80 per
month
• Eligible students in APPROVED QUARANTINE DUE TO COVID-19 for:
• 1-5 school days in a month: $21.30 per month
• 6-15 school days in a month: $71 per month
• 16 school days or more in a month: $127.80
P-EBT benefits will be retroactive to cover the whole 2021-22 school year.
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PEBT 2021-2022: Student Eligibility
A student is eligible for P-EBT if:
• Has an approved application for free- or reduced-price meals under the National
School Lunch Program.
• This includes all students in a Community Eligibility Provision school
AND
• The student was on a school-approved fully virtual schedule or was out of school
under a school-approved quarantine due to the COVID-19 pandemic
Each school and district sets its own COVID-19 protocols and attendance requirements.
Non-compliance with school policies could affect a child’s eligibility
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PEBT: 2021-2022 Student Eligibility
SFAs must make applications available as needed to certify children for free and
reduced-priced meals and may be used to qualify newly eligible children for SY
2021-2022 and summer 2022 P-EBT benefits.
Status changes are NOT retroactive.
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P-EBT 2021-2022: Data Submission Timeline
• March 22: Data Managers can begin uploading spreadsheets or entering students in
the Administration Portal for SY21-22 P-EBT Benefits. Initial sheets should include
all data for August 2021 through February 2022.
• On Tuesday nights, Starting in April 2022 – P-EBT benefits will be loaded to existing
cards and new cards will be sent for processing. New cards will still require
processing and mailing time. Parents should allow 3-4 weeks to arrive.
• Starting in April – Data managers will begin submitting benefits on a monthly basis
for the previous month (ie. Submit March in April, April in May, etc…)
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P-EBT Office Hours
All school staff involved with the P-EBT process should plan to attend the weekly
Zoom DCFS: P-EBT office hours
Tuesdays at 10:00am
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SY 2022-2023 Medicaid Demonstration
Project

Medicaid Demonstration Project
On December 14, the USDA announced that Louisiana is one of eight states selected to
participate in the expansion of a demonstration project to evaluate the impact of using
Medicaid eligibility data to directly certify students for free and reduced-price school
meals, beginning in school year 2022-2023.
Adding Medicaid to the list of benefit programs that can directly certify a student to
receive free or reduced-price meals is a win-win for students, families, and school
officials.
Additional information will be forthcoming. See Memo SFS-22-52.
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Supply Chain Assistance Funds (SCA)

Supply Chain Assistance (SCA) Funds
On December 17, USDA announced that $1 billion will be provided to states for cash
payments – known as Supply Chain Assistance funds – that school districts can use to
purchase foods for their school meal programs.
These funds deliver direct relief from ongoing supply chain issues and improve the
quality and consistency of school meals for children in communities experiencing
disruptions, making it easier for schools to operate successful meal programs.
Louisiana will receive $16,965,978 in Supply Chain Assistance Funds to distribute to
NSLP participating schools, including public, tribal, charter schools, and nonprofit
private schools as well as residential child care institutions.
Memo SFS-22-57
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Examples of Allowable Products
Must be used exclusively for the purchase of domestic food products that are
unprocessed or minimally processed.
Examples of some allowable food products include fluid milk and other dairy foods
such as cheese and yogurt; fruits and vegetables (including 100% juices); grain products
such as pastas and rice; meats (whole, pieces, or food items such as ground meats);
and meat alternates such as beans or legumes.
Foods in a wide variety of minimal processing states (e.g., whole, cut, pureed, etc.)
and/or forms (e.g., fresh, frozen, canned, dried, etc.) are allowable.
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Buy American Requirements
The steps SFAs must take to ensure the domesticity of food products purchased with
SCA funds is consistent with the measures taken for all other purchases in the school
meal programs (per existing Buy American requirements).
The difference is that the limited exceptions provided under the NSLP Buy American
provision may not be used since all products must be domestic.
In addition, as with all Federal funds, SFAs are required to follow Federal procurement
regulations found in 2 CFR 200, which includes the option to utilize emergency
non-competitive procurements.
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Examples of Foods Not Permitted
Foods that are generally understood to be significantly processed or prepared may not
be purchased
For example, crushed tomatoes, shredded cheese, whole wheat flour, and sliced
vegetables are all food items that are individually allowable, but a pre-made pizza
comprised of those ingredients would not be allowable.
Other examples of unallowable products include baked goods such as breads, muffins,
or crackers; prepackaged sandwiches or meals; or other prepared and/or pre-cooked
items such as chicken nuggets, that come ready-to-eat or that require no further
preparation beyond heating.
Non-domestic food products cannot be purchased with SCA funds.
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What CNP Programs Can The Funds Support?
Funds are available only to SFAs operating the NSLP and/or SBP and may only be used
by SFAs to purchase unprocessed or minimally processed domestic food products for
those programs.
This includes the NSLP Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and NSLP Afterschool Snacks,
as these are components of the NSLP.
As such, if an SFA operating NSLP and/or SBP operates other Child Nutrition Programs
(i.e. the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, the Summer Food Service Program, and/or
the Child and Adult Care Food Program), SCA funds may not be used in conjunction
with those programs (i.e. the SFA must limit the purchase and use of domestic food
products to support only the NSLP/SBP meal service).
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Documenting Requirements
SFAs are required to maintain documentation supporting food purchases that are
allowable for SCA purposes (i.e. unprocessed or minimally processed domestic food
products) and equal in amount received, consistent with the regular program
recordkeeping requirements.
However, SCA funds deposited to the NPFSA do not need to be separated from other
monies within the account and are not tracked separately from an accounting
standpoint.
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Supply Chain Assistance Funds
Please see Memo SFS-22-54 and Memo SFS-22-83 for more information related to the
Supply Chain Assistance Funds
Training on Supply Chain Assistance Funds was held Wednesday, January 26th at 1:00
p.m. Recording and slides are posted to Louisiana Fit Kids.
All attestation/declination statements have been received. Payments should be made
to SFAs very soon.
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School Year 2021-2022 Food Service
Flexibilities

At this time, all Nationwide waivers expire June 30, 2022.
25

At this time, all Nationwide waivers expire June 30, 2022.
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Delivery of Meals to Homes
The non-congregate and meal time flexibility waivers allow the option to provide meals
through delivery.
Note: the sponsor must obtain written consent from households of eligible children
that the household wants to receive delivered meals.
Delivery plans must be approved by the State Agency prior to providing meals to
homes.
If the plan is changed after approval, the new plan MUST be approved by the State
Agency.
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Specific School Meal Pattern Flexibilities
The following specific requirements are waived through June 30, 2022 for NSLP/SBP:
• That menus meet the dietary specification for sodium
• That all grains offered be whole grain-rich
• That, for pre-schoolers, at least one serving per day, across all eating occasions,
must be whole grain-rich
• To offer a variety of vegetables from the vegetable subgroups
• To offer a variety (at least two different options) of fluid milk
• That low-fat milk must be unflavored
• To plan menus and offer food components for specified age/grade groups in the
stated combinations
States must consider approval on a case-by-case basis (with the exception of sodium)
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Congressional Flexibility Extended through March 11,
2022

Division A of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260), which:
•

•
•

•

Allows the substitution of vegetables for fruits under the School Breakfast Program
through the entire school year 2021-2022
Prohibits funds from being used to procure raw or processed poultry products from the
People’s Republic of China in Child Nutrition Programs (extended to March 11,, 2022)
Provides guidance related to pricing of paid lunches for the NSLP, during school year
2021-2022
Allows the offering of low-fat (1% fat) flavored milk in the NSLP and SBP (extended to
March 11, 2022)

Please see policy memo: Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021: Effect on Child Nutrition Programs –
REVISED. Please note, while the expiration date for these provisions is listed as September 30, 2021 in
the memo, they have been extended to February 11, 2022
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Waiver to Allow Fiscal Action Flexibility for Meal
Pattern Violations
Waiver for the following regulations when there is a supply chain disruption with
respect to foods served under the NSLP, SBP, or SSO and such disruption is due to
COVID–19:
• The requirement to apply fiscal action for missing food components or missing
production records as detailed in 7 CFR 210.18(l)(2)(i); and
• The requirement to apply fiscal action for repeated violations involving milk type
and vegetable subgroups as detailed in 7 CFR 210.18(l)(2)(ii).
When determining whether this waiver is applicable during an administrative review,
State agencies should consider all of the information SFAs have available that illustrates
that a COVID-19 supply chain disruption occurred.
This waiver is available through June 30, 2022.
Memo SFS21-x243
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Specific CACFP Meal Pattern Flexibilities
The following specific requirements are waived through June 30, 2022
for CACFP:
• That at least one serving per day of grain must be whole grain
rich
• That crediting of grains by ounce equivalents must be fully
implemented by October 1, 2021
• That low-fat milk must be unflavored
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CACFP Flexibilities During COVID-19 Supply Chain
Disruptions
To the extent practicable, SA and sponsoring organizations should use discretion to
provide technical assistance in lieu of fiscal action when they observe noncompliance
related to meal pattern requirements due to COVID-19-related supply chain disruptions
during Federal fiscal year 2022.
If CACFP operators are making a good faith effort to comply with meal pattern
requirements but cannot, should prioritize training and technical assistance to identify
solutions that are specific to CACFP operators’ local circumstances.
If substitutions in planned menus are necessitated the reasons for substitutions must
be documented and menu records must be updated to reflect changes. Menus must
document the actual meal components served to participants.
Memo SFS-22-23
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Waiver Expirations
•

As a reminder, USDA currently does not have waiver authority past June 30, 2022.
• At this time all USDA waivers end June 30, 2022

•

At this time, there are currently no Nationwide waivers for SFSP 2022. USDA will
still allow States to request the following waivers for SFSP sponsors.
• 1st Week Site Review Waiver
• Area Eligibility for Closed Enrolled Sites Waiver
• Meal Service Time Restrictions Waiver
• Offer vs Serve Waiver
More information regarding SFSP waivers will be discussed during the SFSP trainings.
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Transitional Standards on Milk, Whole
Grains and Sodium Final Rule

Transitional Standards
On February 7, 2022, USDA published the Transitional Standards Final Rule.
This rule provides certainty for the next two school years, while USDA work
collaboratively on permanent standards
See Memo SFS-22-90 and Memo SFS-22-91 for more information on the Transitional
Rule.
LDOE will host a training on Thursday, March 17 at 1 p.m. on the Transitional Standards.
Registration will be posted soon to Louisiana
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Key Provisions: Flavored Milk
•
•
•
•

Allows SFAs to offer flavored, low-fat (1 percent) milk at lunch and breakfast and
as a beverage for sale a la carte
Requires that unflavored milk (fat-free or low-fat) be available at each school meal
service.
Extends the transitional milk requirements to the Special Milk Program for
Children and to the Child and Adult Care Food Program for children ages six
and older and adult participants.
This rule also clarifies that lactose free and reduced-lactose fluid milk meet
the Special Milk Program for Children and the Child and Adult Care Food
Program requirements for fluid milk to provide consistency across all Child
Nutrition Programs.
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Key Provisions: Whole Grains
•
•

Requires that at least 80 percent of the weekly grains in the NSLP and SBP
be whole grain rich
The remaining 20 percent weekly grains offered must be enriched

*Whole grain-rich products are those grain products with at least 50 percent whole
grains and the remaining grains, if any, are enriched.
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Key Provisions: Sodium
•
•
•

Retains Sodium Target 1 for NSLP and SBP through SY 2022-2023.
Retains Sodium Target 1 for SBP in SY 2023-2024
Institutes a Sodium Interim Target 1A for NSLP for SY 2023-2024
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Comments Needed
USDA is inviting comments on this final rule to provide insight as we work towards
developing permanent meal standards for the long-term.
Comments can be submitted in writing by one of the following methods:
1. Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FNS-2020-0038-2936 follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments must be submitted by March 24, 2022.

Memo SFS-22-86
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eScholar Updates and CEP Manager

eScholar Updates
The LDOE has worked closely with eScholar on a project that will improve the matching
system.
The improved system allows schools to match student enrollment data against program
records to determine eligibility.

The updated system supports multiple agency programs such as Supplemental
Nutrition Assessment Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), Foster Care, and Migrant students, DC extended, and Manual matching.
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eScholar CEP Manager
CEP Manager will be released in time for the April 2022 CEP Population Data and CEP
Elections
In anticipation, SFAs should ensure all student matches, including manual matches and
address matches, should be completed in eScholar to ensure correct Population Data
will be in the system
The CEP Training on March 22 will focus on the new CEP Manager system.
The recording and slides from the February 22 training in posted on Louisiana Fit Kids
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What’s New for 2022?
•

See eScholar conducted DirectMatch training for End Users for an overview of the
DirectMatch system

•

All Identified Students must be reported in eScholar DirectMatch to automatically
feed into the new CEP Manager system

•

Enrollment and Identified students should be up-to-date for April 1 in eScholar
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How to Ensure All Identified Students
are Captured
•
•
•

Match Options: Person
D-SNAP
Match Options: Address
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eScholar Direct Match Counts
•
•

•
•

Re-submit current students to Uniq-ID for ID assignment and claim the Master
record
Run DirectMatch for SNAP and TANF.
• DirectMatch uses the Master records in Uniq-ID to match against SNAP/TANF
• The History records in Uniq-ID are not used in DirectMatch
Resolve all your near matches.
Download from the Search function – you will have a complete list of all the
students who matched to the SNAP file from
the
start of the school year till the last time
DirectMatch was run
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Direct Certification Requirements
All SFAs operating SSO (even those not planning to process applications) are still
required to use eScholar to directly certify students. Updates are still available monthly.
The requirement to notify households of Direct Certification eligibility has not been
waived.
The January files for both SNAP and TANF are now available in eScholar.
There are still some school systems that have not run Direct Match this SY. Direct
Certification is still a federal requirement of the School Meals Programs.
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Manual Authorization

111111111

Click Match

Manual authorization allows the SFA to add a Direct Certification flag to a particular
child. The user enters the student Secure ID and clicks Match.
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DSNAP
•
•

D-SNAP (Disaster SNAP) eligible households are directly certified just as any other
SNAP eligible child
To qualify children via D-SNAP in SY 21-22, each district was provided a file of the
D-SNAP eligible children.
• The file was dropped though the district’s FTP
• For most non-public districts, the file will be located in the LEA001 folder
Students qualified for D-SNAP will need to be manually added to eScholar using
the manual authorization.

48

Courtney Neubauer (111111111)

53 Pike Street
Youngsville, LA
70468

DSNAP

Add the match reason
Click Update

The user must enter the start date and match reason. Click Update.
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Address Matching
Purpose: Identify DC extended children (siblings or other children living in the same
household)
• Address matching compares addresses of student in Uniq- ID to the addresses of
students in the SNAP file.
Use: Matched records will be included in CEP calculations
•
•

LDOE will be running the address match monthly
Districts may resolve the near matches
• Be cautious when resolving the near matches
• Some addresses are apartment buildings with no unit number
• Multiple students at the same address - either same/different last names
50
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Address Matching
Click Down Arrow to Drill Down
to Student Information
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Training Updates

Training Updates
Registration Process Changed slightly in March
Agenda and Zoom registration link will still be posted on Louisiana Fit Kids, but the
registration has been removed
•
•

You will receive a follow up with an email confirming attendance, training hours
received, and USDA training code(s).
After the training, each registered participant should complete a
questionnaire/evaluation

Registration for the March trainings are now open
Training slides and recorded videos (when available) are also posted to Louisiana Fit
Kids
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Upcoming Virtual Trainings
Registration is open for the March trainings (register at Louisiana Fit Kids)
• Thursday, March 10: Supply Chain Assistance Funds at 1 p.m
• Thursday, March 17: Transitional Standards on Milk, Whole Grains and Sodium at 1
p.m.
• Tuesday, March 22: Community Eligibility Provision with focus on new CEP
Manager Portal at 1 p.m.
• Tuesday, March 29: Summer Food Service Program – Returning Sponsors at 1
p.m.
• Wednesday, March 30: Summer Food Service Program – Prospective New
Sponsors at 1 p.m.
Next Monthly Call: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 1 p.m.
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Other Program Reminders

Reimbursement Rates
For SFAs operating under the SSO in SY 2021-22, the combined (operating + high
administrative) rates of reimbursement per meal type, effective from January 1, 2022,
through the end of the SY, are as follows:
Meal Reimbursement Rate
Meal Type
(SFSP Rates applied under SSO, effective January 1, 2022)
Breakfast

$2.6050

Lunch

$4.5625

Snack/Supplement

$1.0775

Memo SFS-22-67
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School Year 2021-2022 Claiming
If operating regular NSLP/SBP for breakfast, lunch and snack, the SFA will claim usual the NSLP/SBP
claim.
If operating SSO for breakfast and lunch AND afterschool snack, the SFA will claim breakfast and
lunch under the seamless section of the claim (green section) and will claim the snack under the
regular NSLP section of the claim
The slides and video from the Claim training on October 13 can be found on Louisiana Fit Kids.
There should be no double entry of breakfast or lunch meals under both areas of the claim
(NSLP/SBP and SSO). Breakfast and lunch meal data should only be input once, under the
appropriate section (NSLP/SBP or SSO). There should also not be double entry of snacks under
NSLP ASP and CACFP At-Risk afterschool snacks.
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Q&As for CNP Operations in SY 2021-2022
To date, USDA has released 4 Q&A memos regarding CNP Operations in school year
2021-2022
Provide clarifications on questions related to CNP operations during SY 2021-2022
•
•
•
•

Memo SFS-21-x184 for Q&As for CNP Operations is SY 2021-2022
Memo SFS-21-x197 for Previously Issued Q&As Relating to Operation of the
CNPs: Updated for SY 2021-2022
Memo SFS-21-x205 for CEP Operations during SY 2021-2022: Q&As
Memo SFS-21-x255 for Q&As for CNP Operations is SY 2021-2022
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Procurement Update
On February 15, 2022, Governor John Bel Edwards extended Emergency Provisions due
to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency in Proclamation 18 JBE 2022.
• Includes the suspension of Louisiana Public Bid Law and allows emergency
procurement of goods and services necessary to respond to the COVID-19
emergency.
The proclamation extends the provisions through March 16, 2022 or as extended by
any subsequent Proclamation, unless terminated sooner.
As a reminder, the regulatory authority found in Federal procurement regulations
formerly at 2 CFR 200.320(f)(2), now at 2 CFR 200.320(c)(3), allows operators to use the
emergency noncompetitive proposal procurement method to negotiate a new
one-year contract for school year 2021-2022.
Memo SFS 22-85
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Health Inspection Requirements
By regulation, schools shall obtain a minimum of two food safety inspections during
each school year.
NSLP sponsors are required to request in writing two-health inspection per year at the
beginning of the school year, with a follow-up request documented by April 15, if both
inspections have not been received.
Delay in submitting this information could jeopardize your claim for
reimbursement.
•
•

March Claim- a reminder will appear prior to submitting the claim. A
response must be provided.
April Claim- SFAs will not be allowed to submit claims beginning in April
until health inspection reporting has been done for each NSLP-approved
site.
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National Nutrition Month and School
Breakfast Week
March is National Nutrition Month and this week is School Breakfast Week!
•
•

Send Cathy Carmichael your photos, stories, pics from your phone, pics of
food--anything you would like to share!
We will highlight these pics and stories on the
Louisiana
Fit Kids website and share on social media.
Cathy Carmichael cathy.carmichael@pbrc.edu
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Income Eligibility Guidelines for School Year 2022-2023
The Income Eligibility Guidelines to be used in determining eligibility for free and
reduced-price meals and free milk for the period from July 1, 2022 through June 30,
2023 have been released
These guidelines are used by schools, institutions, and facilities participating in the
National School Lunch Program (and Commodity School Program), School Breakfast
Program, Special Milk Program for Children, Child and Adult Care Food Program and
Summer Food Service Program.

Memo SFS-22-82
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Contract Requirements: SAM
2 CFR 180.220 states contracts awarded that are expected to equal or exceed $25,000
would require the contractor to be active in the System for Award Management (SAM).
That might include small procurements in addition to formal procurements if the
contract exceeds $25,000.
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UEI Requirement
SAM.gov is transitioning from the use of the DUNS number to the Unique Entity ID
(UEI)
The UEI is a 12 digit number that is replacing the 9 digit DUNS identification
UEI is provided as part of registering with SAM
All organizations receiving federal funds are still required to register with SAM.gov
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Questions
Contact the
LDOE Division of Nutrition Support at
childnutritionprograms@la.gov or
225-342-9661
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