Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, if you need special
assistance at this meeting please contact
ldoecommunications@la.gov.
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Federal Support and
Grantee Relations
Monthly Call
March 18, 2021

Agenda
I.

II.

III.

Federal Programs
○ 2021-22 Super App Review Comments
○ Title IV Waiver
○ Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021 (ESSER II)
○ Accelerate
○ Real-Time Early Access to Literacy
Grants Management
○ 2021-22 Super App Reminders
○ 2020-21 Strong Start Reminders
○ Pre-Approval Process: Capital Expenditures
Important Reminders/Call Summary

Suggested participants for this
call:
●
●
●

Federal Program
Supervisors
IDEA Supervisors
Business Managers
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Believe to Achieve
The Department recently released Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities. This
priorities plan serves as the Department’s roadmap to improving outcomes for all
Louisiana children.
Believe to Achieve includes the Department’s new belief statements, state data to help
track progress toward Louisiana’s six critical goals, and the new priorities that will
direct the LDOE’s efforts as they work toward achieving the critical goals. Each priority
outlines focus areas for the key actions and initiatives.
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Federal Support
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Super App Review Comments
When the Super App is “accepted with comments” or “returned for changes,” school
systems should view the review summary to access reviewer’s comments.
First click on the review summary shown in the screenshot below.
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Super App Review Comments
School system then will need to look for the status of each Super App domain.
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Super App Review Comments
The last step to view comments is to select the radio button next to the appropriate
domain and click on “Review Checklist.”
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Title IV Waiver
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Title IV Waiver
The following requirements in Title IV, Part A of the ESEA are addressed in the extended waiver:
•
•

•

Needs assessment requirements in section 4106(d) for the 2020-2021 school year.
Content area spending requirements in section 4106(e)(2)(C), (D), and (E): the requirements
to use a minimum percentage of the Title IV, Part A funds for activities under sections 4107
for FY 2020 funds and any available FY 2019 carryover funds.
Spending limitation in section 4109(b): the 15 percent limit on the use of funds under
section 4109 to purchase technology infrastructure for FY 2020 funds and any available FY
2019 carryover funds.
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Title IV, Part A - Allowable Use of Funds Page
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Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2021 (CAA)
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ESSERF II Resources
LDOE created an ESSER II Funding Guidance FAQ that contains the most frequently asked
questions and answers related to ESSER II funds. This document will be updated based on
new information released from ED as well as questions received from our stakeholders.
School systems should continue to submit specific questions to
LDOE.grantshelpdesk@la.gov.
More information about these funds can be found in the Fact Sheet released by ED.
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ESSERF II Funding
School systems can use ESSER funds to provide stipends for faculty and staff, if those are related
“to preventing, preparing for, and responding to coronavirus.” Below are additional compensation
examples:
•
•
•

•
•

One-time stipends to address pandemic-related recruitment or retention challenges
Additional compensation to teachers and other staff that work in-person
Additional compensation to teachers and other staff that have assumed new duties because
of pandemic
One-time stipends to incentivize effective teachers to move to schools with vulnerable
student disproportionately impacted by the pandemic
Additional pay to substitute teachers where there are shortages

NOTE: the examples provided also apply to ESSER I funding.
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Achieve! Launch
Last year the Department released Strong Start 2020, which included planning guidance and
resources, along with a specific application in eGMS, for school systems to plan and budget CARES
Act funds.
This year, the Department will release Achieve! to support school systems with planning for and
budgeting new funds under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA).
Once the application and allocations become available in eGMS, the Department will host the
Achieve! Launch webinar on March 30 at 3:45 p.m., providing school systems with pertinent
information for creating their budgets in alignment with the priorities and focus areas outlined in
Believe to Achieve: Louisiana’s Educational Priorities.
School systems will also have access to an Achieve! resource library through
the Louisiana Believes website.
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ESSERF II Timeline and Support
Timeline
February 2021
March 2021

Action
Release ESSERF I balances and ESSERF II estimated allocations
Release 50% of ESSERF II formula allocations; host a launch and release guidance

April 2021
May 2021
June 2021

LEAs use the guidance and assess needs to build out ESSERF II budgets
LDOE reviews ESSER II budgets
All ESSER II budgets approved (LEAs may start drawing down funds)

LDOE will continue to provide updates to our school systems as new
information becomes available. Please look for this information in the
Federal Support and Grantee Relations Library, weekly newsletter, Monthly
System Leader Call, and Monthly Federal Support and Grantee Relations
Call.
Please contact LDOE.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.
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Accelerate
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Strong Start Tutoring
•
•

•

School systems received a Strong Start Tutoring allocation loaded in the current 2020-21
Strong Start application on February 1, 2021 to support the launch of Accelerate this spring.
School systems can also use funds from their General Fund, Title I, CARES, and Direct
Student Services allocations. For more details on funding sources, reference the Federal
Funding Guide.
School Systems will need to:
• Complete the Assurances for Strong Start Tutoring which will be located in the
application on the Strong Start Tutoring tab
• Budget additional awarded funds and submit to LDE for review.
• Designate other federal resources as needed to support Accelerate (i.e. Title I, DSS, and
Title V-REAP).
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Strong Start Tutoring
•

Allocations were loaded in eGMS as part of the ESSER Incentive funds.

•

To budget your allocation:
• If your application is currently in an Approved posture, you will need to create an
Amendment prior to budgeting the funding.
• If your application is currently in the Review Process, you will need to wait until
the review process is complete.
• If approved - you will create an amendment to budget the funding.
• If returned for change - you will be able to budget the funding prior to
re-submitting the application
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Real-Time Early Access to
Literacy
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Real-time Early Access to Literacy (REAL)
•

The Department allocated $1.6 million to school systems in December 2020 towards student
micro-grants for tutoring services with LDOE approved Tutoring Services Providers.

•

REAL funding is limited to pre-K through third grade students enrolled in CIR and UIR-A
schools.

•

School Systems will need to:
•
•
•
•

Complete the Contact Information and Assurances for REAL, which are located in the
application on the Real-time Early Access to Literacy tab.
The deadline for grant application submission has been extended to April 1.
For more information about REAL, visit the REAL landing page or view previous school
systems webinars from 1/28 or 2/11.
Please contact catasha.edwards@la.gov with questions.
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Grants Management
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Super App Reminders
•

2021-22 Super App: March 12, 2021
•

•
•
•

If warranted, LDOE has returned the Super App applications for revisions. The
revisions may be relative to:
•

the CIR/UIR plan or

•

Admin/Formula budget reviews

Application should be re-submitted within 7 days of receipt of the application.
Deadline to re-submit applications is March 19, 2021.

Federal Support and Grantee Relations Library (FSGR): the FSGR library has been
created and is located on the Louisiana Believes website.
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Super App Reminders
2021-22 Super App Timeline
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2020-2021 Strong Start
Reminders
Funding Availability:
•

ESSER Formula: 5/1/2020 - 9/30/2022
• Pre-award costs are allowable for expenses incurred from March 13 to April 30.

•

ESSER Incentive: 6/17/2020 - 9/30/2022 (the availability has been extended)

•

GEER: 4/24/2020 - 5/24/2021 (reimbursement claims deadline: close of business on
5/24/2021)
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2020-2021 Strong Start
GEER I Funding Required Reimbursement Documentation
●

●

●
●

Staff Training and Development: (Required documentation)
○ List of employees that attended the training
○ Sign-in sheet
○ Training agenda and/or program
○ Copies of paid invoices for training and course materials, building rentals, etc., along with proof of
payment
Computer Equipment and Software: (Required documentation)
○ Purchase order or agreement
○ Copies of paid invoices, along with proof of payment
○ Signed Delivery and Acceptance Certificate
Note: If a single invoice is submitted that needs to be divided among multiple funding sources (ie ESSER I
Formula, GEER I, Title I, etc.), please provide a break-down of the line items on the invoice by fund source.
The GEER I funding is subject to Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) Reporting.
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Pre-Approval Process: Capital Expenditures
UGG Requirement (Edgar: 200.439): Pre-Approval Process for Equipment and other capital

expenditures
•

Typically, inclusion of a cost in the eGMS budget is considered a request for prior approval. This
specifically applies to equipment/capital expenditures.

•

Expenditure requests that require the use of the “Pre-Approval Process.”

•

•

General equipment purchases (vans, buses, portable buildings, etc.)

•

Land purchases

•

Building purchases

•

Improvements to general equipment, land, and/or buildings that increase the value or
use life

A link to the Pre-Approval Form will be shared in March 23, 2021 LDOE Newsletter and will be
located in the FSGR Library.
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Important Reminders/Call
Summary
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Call Summary
Month
March

Key Deadlines
●

March 19, 2021: Submit for review
2021-22 Super App corrections

Support and Resources
●
●
●
●

April

●

April 15, 2021 - Competitive Funding
Webinar

●

●

2020-2021 School System Support
Calendar
Educator Resource Guide
School System Planning Resources
Family Support Toolbox Library
Federal Programs and Grants
Management Monthly Call: April 15,
2021
PER Instructions
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Contact Information
For more information or questions contact:
LDOE Grants Management Helpdesk
ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov
Federal Support and Grantee Relations
Bernell Cook
bernell.cook@la.gov
Federal Support
Kenya Jenkins
kenya.Jenkins@la.gov

Statewide Monitoring
Angela Randall
angela.randall@la.gov

Grants Management
Susan Andre
susan.andre@la.gov
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