Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, if you need special
assistance at this meeting please contact
ldoecommunications@la.gov.
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Federal Support and
Grantee Relations
Monthly Call
July 15, 2021

Agenda
I.
II.

III.
IV.

V.

School System Planning Timelines
Federal Support
○ McKinney Vento
○ SchoolWide Plan Guidance
○ Children in Foster Care
○ Lau Plan Guidance Release
Statewide Monitoring
○ Monitoring Updates
Grants Management
○ Title I Waiver
○ Review Process

Suggested participants for this
call:
●
●
●

Federal Program
Supervisors
IDEA Supervisors
Business Managers

Important Reminders/Call Summary
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Believe to Achieve
The Department recently released Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities. This
priorities plan serves as the Department’s roadmap to improving outcomes for all
Louisiana children.
Believe to Achieve includes the Department’s new belief statements, state data to help
track progress toward Louisiana’s six critical goals, and the new priorities that will
direct the LDOE’s efforts as they work toward achieving the critical goals. Each priority
outlines focus areas for the key actions and initiatives.
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School System Planning Timelines

Stakeholder Workgroup
As we started mapping out the school system planning and
fiscal cycle for the upcoming year, we formed a workgroup
of school system fiscal leaders - Business Managers, Chief
Financial Officers, Federal Program Directors and Super App
Planning Leads - to provide input on the process.
The following timelines were determined from this
engagement.
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School System Planning
This year, the School System Planning Launch will take place on September 10.
During the launch, we will release the 2022-2023 School System Planning Guide.
To support school systems with strategic, cohesive, and priorities-based planning,
the 2022-2023 School System Planning Guide will encompass all birth - graduation
initiatives across four main applications:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Super App
Achieve!
EC Super App
Believe!
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Federal Timelines for ESSER Funds
•

SEAs must award ESSER II funds within one year of receiving them, which will be
January 2022.

•

SEAs must award ESSER III funds in an expedited and timely manner and, to the
extent practicable, not later than 60 days after the SEA receives those funds.

•

An SEA must award ARP ESSER (Formula and Incentive) funds not allocated to LEAs
within one year of the date the SEA receives those funds.
• ESSER II - January 2022
• ESSER III - March 2022
• Note any ESSER II and III incentive funding would need BESE approval to be in
a posture to be allocated.
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Priorities-Based Strategic Planning
It is important to remember that these are one-time funds that must be used to prepare for and
respond to impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
School systems should consider multi-year budgets in alignment with the priorities and focus
areas outlined in Believe to Achieve: Louisiana’s Educational Priorities, mapping out how they will
support their schools in meeting the social, emotional, and academic needs of their students
through the fall of 2024.
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Achieve! ESSER Formula Funds
ESSER II and III Formula funds Timelines
August 12

Release remaining formula funds

September 30

LEAs submit budgets

December 31

LDOE approves budgets
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Achieve! Incentive Funding
As a result of a global pandemic and a 2020-2021 school year unlike ever before, $4 billion
dollars are being infused into the state for PreK - 12 academic recovery efforts. These funds
are part of three stimulus recovery packages approved by Congress. Over 90% of these funds
flow directly to school systems. Of the remaining state set-aside portion, Louisiana State
Superintendent of Education, Dr. Cade Brumley, announced the state will invest an
additional $300 million to support students, educators, families and communities.
“This once-in-a-lifetime resource gives us a chance to make short and long term impact for
students across our state,” Brumley says. “We must overcome the very real
pandemic-related deficits, but also recognize this catalyst opportunity to be better for our
future.”
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Achieve! ESSER Incentive Funds
ESSER II Incentive Timelines
September 10, 2021

Release questions application

October 7, 2021

Submit questions application

December 1, 2021

LDOE approves application

January (BESE), 2022

LDOE loads incentive funds in Achieve!

ESSER III Incentive Timelines
November 1, 2021

Release questions application

December 16, 2021

Submit questions application

February 10, 2022

LDOE approves application

March (BESE), 2022

LDOE loads incentive funds in Achieve!
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Super App
ESSA Incentive Timelines
November 1, 2021

Release 2022-2023 application

February, 2022

Submit 2022-2023 application

March, 2022

LDOE approves 2022-2023 application

April (BESE), 2022

LDOE loads 2022-2023 incentive formula funds

ESSA Formula Timelines
December, 2021

LDOE loads final 2021-2022 ESSA formula funds

April (BESE), 2022

LDOE loads 2022-2023 estimated formula funds
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Helpful Resources
ED Resources Library
Maintenance of Equity
Maintenance of Effort
ARP Overview of Maintenance of Equity Provisions (presentation)
ARP ESSER Fact Sheet
ESSER and GEER FAQ from ED
LDOE Achieve! FAQ
Achieve! Priorities-Based Planning Guide
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Federal Programs

McKinney Vento Homeless Program

McKinneyVento.Org
Announcement: LDOE will assume all financial responsibilities for the online homeless
training program McKinneyVento.Org for the 2021-2022 School Year.
Those LEAs who have already purchased the training will receive reimbursements from
McKinneyVento.Org.
All Homeless Liaisons will be contacted and provided additional details about the
training in the upcoming weeks.
Please send any questions or concerns to State Homeless Coordinator
antiqua.hunter@la.gov
18

SchoolWide Plan Guidance

SchoolWide Plan Guidance
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that schools implementing a schoolwide program
develop a Title I Schoolwide Plan. The plan is designed to raise the academic achievement of all
students with a particular focus on high need students at-risk for not meeting state standards.
The LDOE has created A Schoolwide Planning Guidance document that includes a template to help
to establish compliance with ESSA schoolwide planning requirements. Each Title I school operating
a schoolwide program must complete this template or use it as a tool to verify that an existing
plan meets federal requirements.
The Guidance document and “Driving School Improvement Through Schoolwide Planning”
webinar deck can be found at:
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-redesign/schoolwide-guidance-2
021.pdf?sfvrsn=2c576718_2
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Children in Foster Care

Foster Care Transportation Plans
A district receiving Title I funds must collaborate with the State or local child welfare agency to
develop and implement clear written procedures governing how transportation to maintain
children in foster care in their schools of origin, when in their best interest, will be provided,
arranged, and funded for the duration of the child’s time in foster care (the transportation
procedures) (ESEA section 1112(c)(5)(B)).
Transportation Guidelines and template
Reminder: A Title I, Part A foster care transportation set-aside is allowable.
Fully executed District 2021-2022 Transportation Plans should emailed to
melanie.mayeux@la.gov no later than COB August 31, 2021.
Please reach out to Melanie if you have any questions or if you need assistance developing the
plans.
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Lau Plan Guidance Release
Title III

Lau Plan Guidance Release
Lau Plans will be required from every school system even if they do not have ELs presently
enrolled. These plans outline how school systems are identifying and supporting ELs, and how
they are maintaining contact with parents throughout the process.
Lau Plans are a federal and civil right requirement and will enable LDOE to target support and
identify best practices for ELs statewide.
For more information, contact alice.garcia@la.gov.
Timeline:
Friday, July 23

Lau Plan Guidance released EL Library and Federal Programs & Grantee Relations Library

Thursday, August 19 Lau Plan Form opens
More information on the Lau Plan will be available on the August 19 Federal Support & Grantee
Relations monthly office hours.
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Statewide Monitoring

Statewide Monitoring Updates
2020-2021:
● 3rd Quarter reviews are being finalized
● 4th Quarter documentation deadlines
○ July 23, 2021 (ESSA reviews, IDEA desk reviews)
○ September 3, 2021 (Any reviews that include an IDEA self-assessment)
2021-2022:
● New Schedule to be released by September 2021
● 1st Quarter begins with the regular monitoring year (October 1st)
● New Programs to be Monitored:
○ ESSER Formula
○ GEER
○ ESSER Incentive
○ CLSD (Comprehensive Literacy State Development) grant
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Grants Management

ESSA Fiscal Waivers
●

ED created an opportunity for states to request blanket Fiscal Waivers on behalf of local school
systems in response to the continued circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic.

●

LDOE will be submitting the waiver request to ED on behalf of the school systems which will
include the following:
○

Ability for LEAs to carry over more than 15 percent of its fiscal year (FY) 2020 Title I, Part
A funds (i.e., the Title I, Part A funds that will become carryover funds on October 1,
2021), even if the LEA has received a waiver from its SEA to exceed this limitation for its
FY 2018 or FY 2019 Title I, Part A funds.

○

Extending the availability of FY 2019 ESSA funds (i.e., all Title funding) for programs
included in the State’s consolidated State plan to allow additional time to obligate those
funds.

Note: Additional information will be shared in next week’s Newsletter regarding the public comment
period. An update will be provided once the waiver request is approved by ED.
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Fiscal Review Process Change: Central Data
Strong Start and Achieve! Apps
●
●
●
●
●

ED reporting requirements for ESSER I - II - III requires that every LEA’s grant awards and
expenditures are reported by a unique identifier: DUNS number
The LDOE must ensure that every traditional and charter school LEA has a unique DUNS
reported in its Central Data for FY 22.
As part of the fiscal review process for Strong Start and Achieve!, the Central Data information
for the DUNS number and the expiration date will be checked.
Strong Start and Achieve! applications with incorrect, expired, or duplicated DUNs numbers in
Central Data will be rejected until the LEA has made the necessary changes.
Central Data is rolled forward each year. Please open the Central Data to be certain the most
recent information is reflected prior to your next amendment.
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Question & Answer

Important Reminder/Call Summary

Call Summary
Month
July

Key Deadlines
●

July 15 - All other state and federal awards
ending June 30, 2021 (excluding 8g and Carl
Perkins)

Support and Resources
●
●

PER Instructions
FSGR Library

●

Federal Support & Grantee Relations Monthly
Call - August 19 at 10am

●

August
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Contact Information
For more information or questions contact:
LDOE Grants Management Helpdesk
ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov
Federal Support and Grantee Relations
Bernell Cook
bernell.cook@la.gov
Randy Littleton
randy.littleton@la.gov
Federal Support
Kenya Jenkins
kenya.Jenkins@la.gov

Statewide Monitoring
Angela Randall
angela.randall@la.gov

Grants Management
Susan Andre
susan.andre@la.gov
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