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● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.” 

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity 
issues.

○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your 
screen. 

Zoom Meeting Preparation

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance at this meeting please contact 
ldoecommunications@la.gov. 

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
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I. Federal Programs

○ Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021 (ESSER II)

○ Accelerate

○ Emerging Strong Start Tutoring Initiative

II. Grants Management

○ Reminders

○ 2020-21 Strong Start 

○ GEER II - EANS 

III. Important Reminders/Call Summary

Agenda

Suggested participants for this 

call:

● Federal Program 

Supervisors 

● IDEA Supervisors

● Business Managers
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Believe to Achieve

The Department recently released Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities. This 
priorities plan serves as the Department’s roadmap to improving outcomes for all 
Louisiana children. 

Believe to Achieve includes the Department’s new belief statements, state data to help 
track progress toward Louisiana’s six critical goals, and the new priorities that will 
direct the LDOE’s efforts as they work toward achieving the critical goals. Each priority 
outlines focus areas for the key actions and initiatives.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-believes/believe-to-achieve-educational-priorities.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-believes/believe-to-achieve-educational-priorities.pdf
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Federal Support
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Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2021 (CAA)
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Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA)

On December 21, 2020, Congress released the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CCA). This legislation 

includes a COVID-19 relief package specifying appropriations provisions of $81.9* billion to Governors, State, 

and Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), and higher education institutions. Additionally, the legislation includes 

several other education-related provisions for childcare providers and internet connectivity. 

Education Stabilization Funds Summary

• Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund (GEERF 2) - $4.1 billion

• Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSERF 2 Fund)- $54.3 billion

• Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) $22.7 billion

In addition, the bill provides $10 billion in childcare funding for assistance to providers and families and $3.2 

billion for a new Federal Communications Commission (FCC) broadband fund providing monthly subsidies for 

internet service and subsidized Wi-Fi-connected devices during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Summary%20of%20H.R.%20133%20Appropriations%20Provisions.pdf
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Funding Amounts and Period of Availability

Below are the periods of availability by grant fund for ESSER and GEER.

Grant Fund LDOE Total Award Amount Period of Availability

ESSER I (March 2020) $286,980,175 5/1/20 - 9/30/22

ESSER II (Jan 2021) $1,160,119,378 1/05/21 - 9/30/2023

GEER I (March 2020) $32,328,003 4/24/20 - 5/24/21

GEER II (Jan 2021) $ 22,134,000 (BoR and LDOE) 1/05/21 - 9/30/2023
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Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Fund (ESSER)

ESSER II has new focus on addressing “learning loss” for students disproportionately affected by 

coronavirus and school closures, particularly high-need students. The Department is engaging 

with various stakeholders to gather input on how to best utilize the federal stimulus funds based 

on the needs of students, families, and educators. 

*Includes $25,000,000 of incentive allocations

**Minimum LEA Allocation 

ESSER (March 2020) ESSER II (January 2021)

Total Allocation  $ 13,229,265,000 $ 54,311,004,000

Louisiana’s Allocation $ 286,980,175 $ 1,160,119,378 

LEA Allocations $ 283,282,158* $ 1,044,107,100**

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-State-Allocations-Table.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/01/Final_ESSERII_Methodology_Table_1.5.21.pdf
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ESSER II: Funding Guidance

Funds can be used for previously allowed CARES Act expenses (preventing, preparing for, and 

responding to COVID-19) and for new uses, including:

● Addressing learning loss such as administering assessments to assess progress, 

implementing evidence-based activities

● Purchasing hardware and software needed to conduct remote and hybrid learning

● Providing services to support student mental health

● Tracking attendance and improving student engagement

● Supporting afterschool and summer learning programs

● Reducing spread of virus though school facility repairs and improvements

● Improving indoor air quality

● Purchasing PPE and supplies needed to clean and disinfect schools. The CDC has provided an 

analysis of the costs of such resources 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e1-H.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM44376&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2069%2C%20December%2011%2C%202020&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM44376
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Pandemic Fund Relief Funding Allocations: 
Amounts and Balances

• On February 5, 2021, an email was sent to the school systems with the following information to assist our 

school systems with planning and preparing for the new  Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 

Relief Funds :

Pandemic Relief Funding Summary, Allocations, and Balances (2/9/21)

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/operations/pandemic-relief-funding-allocation-summary-and-balances-02-09-21.pdf?sfvrsn=e2786618_6
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Accelerate
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Accelerate, Louisiana’s Pre-K-12 Tutoring Strategy, is designed for school systems to 
implement equal-access tutoring at scale in order to achieve significant results for all 
students. 

Grounded in the most impactful research-based practices, Accelerate is a just-in-time, 
pre-teaching model that addresses unfinished learning by building knowledge and 
connecting it to skills in current lessons. 

In addition to guidance on implementation, LDOE will release Pre-K-12 ELA and math 
tutoring materials in phases during 2021.

Please contact em.cooper@la.gov with questions.

Accelerate: Louisiana’s Tutoring Strategy

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate---louisiana's-pre-k-12-tutoring-strategy.pdf
mailto:em.cooper@la.gov
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Strong Start Tutoring

• School systems received a Strong Start Tutoring allocation loaded in the current 
2020-21 Strong Start application on February 1, 2021 to support the launch of 
Accelerate this spring. 

• School systems can also use funds from their General Fund, Title I, CARES, and 
Direct Student Services allocations. For more details on funding sources, reference 
the Federal Funding Guide.

• School Systems will need to:
• Complete the Assurances for Strong Start Tutoring which will be located in the 

application on the Strong Start Tutoring tab
• Budget additional awarded funds and submit to LDE for review.
• Designate other federal resources as needed to support Accelerate (i.e. Title I, 

DSS, and Title V-REAP).

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/federal-funding-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=d22991f_2
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Grants Management
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Reminders

• 2021-22 Super App:  Mid-March 

• LDOE will return the Super App applications for revisions if warranted.  The 

revisions will be relative to the CIR/UIR plan or your formula budget reviews.  

• Application should be re-submitted within 7 days of receipt of the application.

• Central Data Contact:  please keep the Central Data Contact information in eGMS 

up-to-date.  This information is vital when staff need to reach out concerning an 

application and/or funding.

• Federal Support and Grantee Relations Library (FSGR):  the FSGR library has been 

created and is located on the Louisiana Believes website.

https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/federal-support-and-grantee-relations-library
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2021-22 Super App Timeline

Reminders
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2020-2021 Strong Start
Reminders

Availability of Funding:

• ESSER Formula:  5/1/2020 - 9/30/2022

• Pre-award costs are allowable for expenses incurred from March 13 to April 30.

• ESSER Incentive: 6/17/2020 - 9/30/2022 (the availability has been extended)

• GEER: 4/24/2020 - 5/24/2021

Drawdown of funds:

• Reimbursement requests should be submitted on a monthly basis.

• With additional ESSER and GEER funding forthcoming, drawdown all existing 

ESSER/GEER funding ASAP.

• Drawdown amounts for each LEA are part of the FFATA reporting for these funds.
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GEER I Funding Required Reimbursement Documentation

● Staff Training and Development: (Required documentation)

○ List of employees that attended the training

○ Sign-in sheet

○ Training agenda and/or program

○ Copies of paid invoices for training and course materials, building rentals, etc., along with proof of 

payment

● Computer Equipment and Software: (Required documentation)

○ Purchase order or agreement

○ Copies of paid invoices, along with proof of payment

○ Signed Delivery and Acceptance Certificate

● Note: If a single invoice is submitted that needs to be divided among multiple funds sources (ie ESSER I 

Formula, GEER I, Title I, etc.), please provide a break-down of the line items on the invoice by fund source.

● The GEER I funding is subject to Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) Reporting.

2020-2021 Strong Start
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ESSER I Data - APR

● The annual report is available for completion within the Strong Start 2020 application.

● Required submission for all grant recipients. Due date:  February 26, 2021.

● Enter only information as it applies to actual expenditures included on the 9/30/2020 

PER.  Do not include information for  any expenditures after 9/30/2020.

● Important:  FTE data includes all staff (support, instructional, administrative), both 

full-time and part-time, from any funding source.  Include all personnel funded through 

local, state, and federal funds.

● If the eGMS Strong Start application is in an approved state, you will need to first 

create an amendment before you can complete the report.

● Additional information is available by accessing the ESSER Reporting Guidance 

document in the Strong Start library.

2020-2021 Strong Start

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/esser-annual-report-egms-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=4b486618_6
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GEER II - EANS Funds
• GEER II Funds includes a separate program of Emergency Assistance for Non-Public Schools (EANS) 

for which eligible non-public schools may apply to an SEA to receive services or assistance.  The 

purpose of the EANS program is to provide services or assistance to eligible non-public schools to 

address educational disruptions caused by COVID-19.

• ED will award EANS to each Governor with an approved Certification and Agreement based on the 

State’s relative share of low-income children. In collaboration with the Governor’s Office, the LDOE 

is working on the design and implementation for the EANS programs to provide non-public school 

services in accordance with the updated FAQ from ED. 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/01/FINAL_GEERII_EANS-Methodology_Table_1.8.21.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/01/Final_EANS_FAQs_1.14.21.pdf


22

GEER II - EANS Funds
Generally, allowable activities under EANS relate to:

• safely reopening schools,

• continuing instruction, 

• addressing learning loss, 

• supporting educational technology, and

• reimbursing for certain coronavirus related costs. 
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GEER II EANS Funds

The CRRSA Act establishes this EANS program.

Equitable Services for GEER II Funding :

• LEAs are not required to provide equitable services under GEER II. 

• However, equitable services requirements continue to apply under the CARES Act’s 

ESSER I and GEER I appropriations provisions.
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Important Reminders/Call 
Summary
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Teacher Leader Summit T-Shirt Contest

The Department is seeking inspiration for the 2021 

Teacher Leader Summit t-shirt design! Educators and 

students with an artistic flair are encouraged to 

submit their design for consideration by February 5 to 

ldoecommunications@la.gov. The winning school will 

receive $1 per shirt sold.

The winning design will be announced in the March 

edition of the Teacher Leader newsletter. Reference 

the contest rules for details.

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2019-tl-summit-t-shirt-design-contest.pdf?sfvrsn=8d66911f_2
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Call Summary

Month Key Deadlines Support and Resources

February ● ESSER Annual Reporting, February  26, 

2021

● 2020-2021 School System Support 

Calendar

● Educator Resource Guide

● School System Planning Resources

● Family Support Toolbox Library

March ● ● Federal Programs and Grants 

Management Monthly Call: March 18, 

2021

● PER Instructions 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/school-system-support-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=3b1d8d1f_185
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/school-system-support-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=3b1d8d1f_185
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/educator-resource-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=b733941f_30
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-improvement
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/family-support-toolbox-library
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/periodic-expense-report_instructions_04-17-17.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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Contact Information

For more information or questions contact:

LDOE Grants Management Helpdesk
ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov

Federal Support and Grantee Relations
Bernell Cook

bernell.cook@la.gov 

Federal Support
Kenya Jenkins

 kenya.Jenkins@la.gov

Statewide Monitoring
Angela Randall

 angela.randall@la.gov 

Grants Management
Susan Andre

 susan.andre@la.gov  

mailto:ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov
mailto:bernell.cook@la.gov
mailto:kenya.jenkins@la.gov
mailto:Angela.Randall@LA.GOV
mailto:susan.andre@la.gov
mailto:randy.littleton@LA.GOV

