Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, if you need special
assistance at this meeting please contact
ldoecommunications@la.gov.
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Career & College Readiness
September 16, 2021

Pathway Initiatives and Readiness Support

Ready to Achieve!
School System Plan Submission Deadline
A school system that receives ARP ESSER funds must, within 30 days of receiving the funds,
make publicly available on its website a Ready to Achieve! plan for safe return to in-person
instruction and continuity of services.
School systems can also meet the 30 day requirement by seeking public comment and
updating their Strong Start 2020 plans to reflect the Ready to Achieve 2021-2022 guidance.
School systems should be updating their Ready to Achieve! Plan with the latest LDH and CDC
guidance as outlined in Louisiana’s Ready to Achieve! Guidance. All updates within
Louisiana’s Ready to Achieve! 2021-2022 Guidance are highlighted in yellow.
The deadline for school systems to submit a link to their plan to LDOE has been extended
to Friday, September 17.
Please contact LDOECOVID19support@la.gov with questions.
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ACT® Now
The Louisiana ACT® Now initiative program provides funding to purchase prebilled registration
ACT® test vouchers for eligible students in grades 12 and 10 as described in this application. This
will expand opportunities for students to take the exam to assist them with reaching their
educational goals.
●

●
●

●

To receive funding for vouchers, school systems shall submit a planning template, provided
by LDOE, that includes specific programmatic, physical and accountability assurances no
later than March 1, 2022.
Vouchers should be used for any national test date for the Spring or Summer of 2022.
The cost of vouchers for ACT® without writing is $60.00 per student. Students who are using
a voucher to test must meet the registration deadline. Any late registration fees imposed on
a student will be the responsibility of the student’s family.
School systems should order the ACT vouchers utilizing the ACT website and following the
directions as laid out in the ACT Now Information Packet.

Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with any questions.
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Pre-ACT® Now
The Louisiana Pre-ACT® Now program provides funding to school systems to administer an
optional Pre-ACT® exam to 9th grade students. The Pre-ACT® is a short, multiple choice test
that mimics the ACT assessment in subject matter and in timing structure. The Pre-ACT®
provides students, school systems and parents with academic and career indicators, along
with an ACT score prediction that can assist in helping students make academic decisions
and gain admittance into Dual Enrollment programs. The cost of administering the Pre-ACT
exam is $16.00 per student. All exams must be administered at the school site between the
dates of June 1, 2021- September 1, 2022.
More information, including an application will be available next month.
Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with any questions.
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Pre-AP Framework Webinar
The Department and College Board will hold a Pre-AP Framework webinar for school
systems interested in implementing the Pre-AP Framework in their school system next
year. The webinar will be held on Tuesday, September 29 at 1 p.m. The webinar will
include information on benefits, costs and a panel discussion with Bossier Parish School
system to discuss their experience with piloting the Pre-AP Framework.
• Webinar Date and Time: Tuesday, September 29 at 1 p.m.
• Webinar link: https://collegeboard.zoom.us/j/95895951174
• Webinar Phone number: 1 312 626 6799
• Meeting ID: 958 9595 1174
• Passcode: 5a6SsJbRL9
Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov for more information.
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AP Exam Ordering Deadlines
AP Coordinators should prepare AP Exam orders to submit through AP Registration and
Ordering by these deadlines:
• October 4: Preferred ordering deadline.
• November 15 (by 11:59 p.m. ET): Final ordering deadline. This is the deadline to
submit exam orders for all full-year and first-semester AP courses, and exam only
sections. The late order fee applies for exams ordered after this date.
• Please consult the AP Coordinator Manual (Part 1) for details on submitting
registration.

Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov for more information.
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AP Louisiana Counselor Workshop
Join College Board staff from around the country on October, 1, at 9 a.m. for this free,
state-focused, 90-minute workshop. The presentation will provide helpful updates on
College Board programs and higher education trends, so counselors will be ready to
support students and their families for the 2021-22 school year.
Registration information is found on the AP Professional Learning Page.
Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with any questions or for more information.
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Foundational Skills

Pupil Progression Plan Reminder
School systems shall establish a comprehensive Pupil Progression Plan (PPP) which
addresses student placement, promotion and other considerations.
The PPP template for 2021-2022, election form and guidance is available in the School
Policy library.
A board approved plan should be submitted to PPP@la.gov by October 1.

Please contact PPP@la.gov with any questions.
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Child Welfare and Attendance
The Child Welfare and Attendance (CWA) Webinar for Directors and Supervisors has
been rescheduled to September 22 at 8:30 a.m.
The webinar will be held in collaboration with LSU’s Social Research and Evaluation
Center (SREC). It will focus on attendance themes for the year (enrollment,
engagement, and encouragement), the Louisiana Attendance Alliance, and next steps.
This webinar is open to all CWA directors, supervisors, and attendance stakeholders.
●
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: Wednesday, September 22 at 8:30 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95389034931
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 953 8903 4931
Passcode: 466001

Please contact shelneka.adams@la.gov with questions.
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Counselor Institute Updates
The LDOE Fall 2021 Counselor Institutes that were planned for New Orleans and
Livingston on October 21 have been canceled. Instead, the Department is offering
Zoom meetings at the times those meetings were scheduled to take place.
8 - 11 a.m.

1 - 4 p.m.

October 19

Bossier City

West Monroe

October 20

Alexandria FULL

Youngsville FULL

October 21

Virtual a.m.

Virtual p.m.

Please email questions to leslie.gilliland@la.gov.
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Individual Student Planning: Funding Opportunity
As part of their annual planning process, school systems may partner with a vendor
from the LDOE Student Planning Partners list to provide individual graduation planning
(IGP) support, post-secondary planning, and/or career transitional support.
This support is required at CIR and UIR-Academics high schools and an option for all
others.
Select Yes on the Achieve! application process to apply for this optional funding
opportunity.

Please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov with questions about this opportunity.
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IGP Hosting: Funding Opportunity
As part of their annual planning process, school systems may select a vendor from the
LDOE Individual Graduation Planning (IGP) Virtual Hosting Platform list.
This optional funding opportunity will allow school systems to contract with a vendor
to host IGPs online.
Select Yes on the Achieve! application process to apply for this optional funding
opportunity.

Please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov with questions about this opportunity.
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Ninth Grade Academy Funding Opportunity
School systems have the opportunity to access funding to launch a Ninth Grade
Academy (NGA).
This opportunity will allow school systems to plan and implement a comprehensive
program in alignment with LDOE’s 5 academy pillars.
Select Yes on the Achieve! application process to apply for this optional funding
opportunity.

Please email questions to jerrick.hornbeak@la.gov.
16

Dropout Early Warning System Funding Opportunity
School systems have the opportunity to access funding to engage with a vendor to
implement an Dropout Early Warning Systems (DEWS).
The adoption of a DEWS system will help school systems identify struggling students
and plan proper supports to ensure all students are on-track to graduate on time.
Select Yes on the Achieve! application process to apply for this optional funding
opportunity.

Please email questions to jerrick.hornbeak@la.gov.
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Postsecondary Readiness

U.S. Senate Youth Scholarship Opportunity
In partnership with the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, the LDOE will select two juniors or
seniors who will represent Louisiana at the 60th Annual Washington Week, March 5-12, 2022.
Please assist any displaced student with the completion of this application.
•
•
•
•

The application and national brochure provide details about the program
Only juniors or seniors holding a qualifying office should apply
The deadline for submission is October 5
The final day of state competition is November 9

All in-person events are dependent on the status of COVID at that time.
Please contact marian.johnson@la.gov for more information.
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2022 Student of the Year Guidelines Webinar
This webinar has been rescheduled for:
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: Tuesday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92786427342
Webinar Phone Number: 1-312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 927 8642 7342

Please contact marian.johnson@la.gov for more information.
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Gifted and Talented Coordinators Webinar
This webinar has been rescheduled for:
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: Wednesday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/99502136906
Webinar Phone Number: 1-312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 995 0213 6906

Please contact marian.johnson@la.gov with any questions.
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Community Service Tracking App Funding Opportunity
School systems have the opportunity to access funding to engage with a vendor to collect and
manage community service hours earned by students.
A list of Community Service Volunteer Management Systems has been identified. These systems
offer a paperless tracking system for students to log community service hours, school personnel
the ability to view and validate service hours, service hour reporting, service hour transcripts, and
are in compliance with all Louisiana privacy laws.

Please contact megan.thompson2@la.gov with questions.
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Quality Diplomas

Jump Start Updates
Several items have been updated on the All Things Jump Start website including:
• Jump Start 1.0 pathway updates
• Jump Start 2.0 pathway updates
• Jump Start Enhancement Form is open for submissions

Please contact jumpstart@la.gov for more information.
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Jump Start Training Catalogue
The new 2021-2022 Jump Start School Year Training Opportunities Catalogue provides
a list of professional development and training opportunities available throughout the
school year. This list is not comprehensive and will continue to be updated as additional
training options are confirmed or trainings in which registration has closed. All trainings
have unique registration deadlines, so please check the document for the most
up-to-date information.
School systems can submit training opportunities and/or training requests to
jumpstart@la.gov for review. Registration costs are paid directly to the provider. Carl
Perkins and Career Development Funds are eligible funding sources for registration.
Please contact erica.spencer@la.gov for more information.
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SCA/Course Choice Reporting Portal
●
●
●
●
●

The SCA Portal is open for reporting for the 2021-2022 school year
The deadline to report enrollments has been extended to October 1st at 5 pm for
private providers and October 8th at 5 pm for higher education enrollments.
The 2021-2022 SCA Provider Directory is available.
Schools register students directly with the course provider.
Refer to the SCA Registration Procedures for details.

For more information contact sca@la.gov.
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NCCER Craft Instructors Webinar Rescheduled
A back to school webinar has been scheduled to discuss information relevant to NCCER updates for craft
instructors for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year. This webinar will include information on Accredited
Training and Education Facility Management, requirements for credentialing trainees, craft instructor
training and NCCER reminders.
●
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: Thursday, Sept. 23 at 3 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/94042983500
Webinar Phone Number: 1-312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 940 4298 3500
Passcode: 493284

Please contact troy.borne@la.gov with questions.
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NCCER Submission Extension
Due to outstanding submissions from craft instructors, NCCER has granted a second extension to LDOE
to process and approve submissions. Submissions will only be accepted on September 29-30 and will be
processed on October 1. Late submissions after the deadline will not be accepted or approved.
Please make every attempt not to autofill dates. Modules should only be submitted for training that took
place before 8/1/2021. Notify the sponsor representative after a submission to the registry has been
made. After sponsor representative approval, the forms will go to the Registry for final approval.

If you have questions or a school that needs to be added to the submission extension list, please contact
troy.borne@la.gov.
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Quality Science and Math (QSM) Grants
The QSM Grant Program was established for the purpose of providing Louisiana public
school teachers with non-consumable instructional materials and equipment in math,
science, and STEM.
●
●
●

Full-time classroom teachers assigned to teacher math, science, or STEM courses in a PreK-12
public regular education program including public charter schools are invited to apply.
The grant portal is now open.
The application deadline is Friday, October 1 at 11:59 p.m.

Workshops will be held in September to guide teachers through the grant writing process
and the QSM application.
Contact Spencer Roby at qsminfor@lsu.edu with questions.
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Helpful Information
Schedules, access links and information for the Department’s webinars can be found
in the LDOE Weekly Newsletter and School System Support Calendar.
Please reach out to the following contacts with questions:
highschoolacademics@la.gov

General questions about the office and about graduation requirements

ldefinancialaid@la.gov

Questions related to the financial aid policy or for assistance with
FAFSA completion

SCA@la.gov

Questions related to Supplemental Course Academy/Course Choice

jumpstart@la.gov

Questions related to Jump Start

PPP@la.gov

Questions related to pupil progression

collegereadiness@la.gov

Questions related to dual enrollment or Advanced Placement
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