Zoom Meeting Preparation
• Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
• To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
• Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
• To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

• Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.
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Office of Career and College Readiness Monthly Call
December 17, 2020

Agenda
I. Pathway Initiatives and Readiness Support

Suggested participants for this call:
●

II. Postsecondary Readiness
III. Foundational Skills

●
●

High School and Career and Technical
Supervisors
Professional School Counselors
School system leaders coordinating
reopening and COVID planning

IV. Quality Diplomas
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Pathway Initiatives and Readiness Support

LDH Updated Quarantine Guidance for Athletics & K-2
LDH has received many requests for clarification regarding use of the recently released
options for shortening the quarantine period in situations where exemptions to
Louisiana’s mask mandate are allowed. Because there is an increased risk of
post-quarantine transmission associated with options to shorten quarantine, LDH
recommends the following:
• The 14 day quarantine period should be used in daycare and other school settings
where masking among children is not maintained.
• Due to the high rates of transmission that have been observed among K-12 sports
teams, exposed individuals should not participate in athletic events where
distancing and/or masking is not maintained until the full 14 day quarantine period
has been completed.

Please contact LDOECOVID19support@la.gov with questions.
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Spring Semester 2021 PPE Requests
The LDOE, in collaboration with the Special School District, will be making PPE supplies available for all
public, private, and charter school systems that need to replenish their supply for the second semester.
Each school system may request an appropriate number of masks equivalent to their student and
faculty census. Available supplies include:
● Reusable cloth facial coverings
● Hand sanitizer
School systems will be responsible for coordinating the pick-up of PPE supplies between 7 a.m. through
3 p.m. at the Special School District Warehouse located at 2888 Brightside Dr. Baton Rouge, LA 70802.
Requests for face coverings and hand sanitizer should be made directly to:
Joel A. Snider, Director of Operations, SSD
Email: jsnider@lsdvi.org
Please contact LDOECOVID19support@la.gov with questions.
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BinaxNOW Rapid COVID Testing Kits
The Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) has BinaxNOW Rapid Testing kits available upon request for school
systems to access through the month of December.
• If you are in need of a CLIA Waived Certificate Number or a community provider, please email
Arundhati.Bakshi@la.gov
Please note that the survey completion date has been extended through the month of December. School
systems that would like to request BinaxNOW Rapid Testing kits are encouraged to complete this survey by
December 10 to have them delivered by the National Guard. Any requests processed after December 10 will be
sent via mail to the address provided.
Additional information can be found in the LDOE BinaxNOW FAQ Document.

Please contact LDOECOVID19support@la.gov with questions.
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CHNOLA Town Hall Updates
Date

Time

January 13, 2021

1-2 PM

Link
Registration link:
https://chnola.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V8WEMQdoR5yoMFVEhNVsUw

January 27, 2021

1-2 PM

Registration link:
https://chnola.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V8WEMQdoR5yoMFVEhNVsUw

February 10, 2021

1-2 PM

Registration link:
https://chnola.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V8WEMQdoR5yoMFVEhNVsUw

February 24, 2021

1-2 PM

Registration link:
https://chnola.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V8WEMQdoR5yoMFVEhNVsUw

For more information email LDOECOVID19support@la.gov.
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TOPS Dual Enrollment Weighted GPA Additions
At the Joint BESE/Board of Regents meeting this week the following course titles were
approved for inclusion Board of Regents Core and on the TOPS 5 point scale.

Course Code

TOPS 4 Point
Scale

TOPS 5 Point
Scale

Course Title

160498

Calculus DE: CMAT 2113 Differential Calculus I

160499

Calculus DE: CMAT 2116 Integrated Calculus I

For more information email meredith.mcgovern@la.gov.
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Postsecondary Readiness

Financial Aid Planning
2021-2022 Louisiana FAFSA Submission Rates as of November 27, 2020

The FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It is used to assess all forms of postsecondary aid including TOPS, work study, Pell,
etc. All students should be encouraged to complete the form.

Below are the top 5 parishes for FAFSA submission. The goal is to reach 90 percent.
•
•
•
•
•

Sabine Parish
West Feliciana Parish
Jefferson Davis Parish
Caldwell Parish
Iberville Parish

47%
38%
36%
32%
29%

There are no waivers for the Financial Aid Planning graduation requirement for 2021 graduates. The graduation exit review process will
include verification of parental-opt and hardship waivers. Students who cannot be verified will not count in graduation cohort.

If you need assistance, please email ldefinancial@la.gov.
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2020-2021 High School Diploma and Seal Orders
Please complete the Diploma and Seal Order Form to request diplomas for 2021 high school
graduates. The electronic form should be submitted by Friday, February 5. Only one form
should be completed for each school system. The Department will cover the costs of the
initial order and distribution.

For more information contact megan.thompson2@la.gov.
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Student of the Year
Deadlines to remember:
December 18: Charter School Zone nomination forms due to marian.johnson@la.gov
January 8-15: Charter School Zone virtual competitions held
January 21: School System nomination forms due to regional coordinators
January 22: Writing prompts sent to school systems
January 25-February 26: Regional virtual competitions held
March 2: Regional nomination forms due to marian.johnson@la.gov
March 3-5: State releases names of the Regional Finalists
April 21: Student of the Year Winners announced
If you need assistance, please email marian.johnson@la.gov.
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Talented Evaluations
Talented evaluations should continue to be conducted following the current COVID
guidance.

•
•
•

Music: Masks must be worn by all participants and social distancing practiced. No
singing or instrumental performances may be conducted indoors.
Theatre: Masks must be worn by all participants and social distancing practiced. No
indoor orations (monologues) may be done indoors unless everyone is wearing a mask.
Visual Arts: Masks must be worn by all participants and social distancing practiced.

Testing spaces should be sanitized between sessions.
If you have additional questions, please email marian.johnson@la.gov.
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Fast Forward
The Louisiana Department of Education will release an RFA on January 6 for the Fast Forward Planning
Grant. The purpose of this grant is to expand student access to meaningful dual enrollment
opportunities, enable students to leave high school prepared for career or continue advanced
postsecondary pursuits and allow students to receive funded college experiences or employment in high
wage/high demand occupations. Planning grants up to $50,000 will be awarded to a lead regional
secondary school system and its higher education partner in each Regional Labor Market Area to
develop Fast Forward Pathways that allow students to attend high school on campus in grades 9 and 10
and transition to a postsecondary institution, Board of Regents recognized satellite campus or a state
approved pre-apprenticeship or apprenticeship program for the majority of grades 11 and 12. Students
will dually earn a high school diploma (Jump Start or TOPS University) and an associate degree.

If you have additional questions, please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov.
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Fast Forward
There will be an informational webinar on the Fast Forward program.
Webinar Date and Time: January 11 at 2:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93645380002
Webinar Phone Number: 1-470-381-2552
Meeting ID: 936 4538 0002

Following the webinar the deck will be made available at the Louisiana Believes website.

If you have additional questions, please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov.
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Foundational Skills

2021 Spring Counselor Institute
On October 28 and 29, the Department hosted the first-ever LDOE Virtual Fall Counselor
Institute. The 2021 Spring Virtual Counselor Institutes, which are scheduled to take place
during National School Counseling Week, February 1 through 5, 2021. Registration details
and a tentative agenda are coming soon.

If you have additional questions, please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov.
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School Counseling Week
School Counseling Week Is February 1-5, 2021.

Sponsored by American School Counselor Association (ASCA), National School Counseling
Week (NSCW) is an annual event that focuses public attention on the unique contributions of
school counselors across the United States. The Department will be sharing activities and
resources in the coming weeks.

If you have additional questions, please email leslie.gilliland@la.gov.
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Quality Diplomas

SCA Fall Semester Reporting
The deadline for reporting fall SCA grades to LDOE on December 16 has been extended due
to COVID and natural disasters. The reporting flexibility will allow SCA course completions for
the 2020-2021 school year to be consistent with the local school system’s calendar.
Fall 2020 grades will be due to LDOE based on the local school system calendar.

If you have additional questions, please email sca@la.gov.
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SCA/Course Choice - Spring Registration
SCA/Course Choice registration for the spring 2021 semester is open and closes on January
15, 2021. The dual enrollment deadline for reporting is March 2, 2021.
Please refer to the registration procedures document on how to register directly with
providers then document your enrollments in the SCA portal: https://lacourses.net/

If you have additional questions, please email sca@la.gov.
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2021 Jump Start Virtual Convention
The 2021 Jump Start Virtual Convention will be held in the afternoons of January 26
and 27 from 1:00 to 3:30.
Reminders:
1.
2.
3.
4.

There is no group registration. Each attendee must have their own email.
Registration closes January 4, 2021
Once Registration closes, attendees will be sent information on choosing specific
breakout sessions.
There are less than 100 tickets left to order.

If you have additional questions, please email jumpstart@la.gov.
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Quest for Success
Quest for Success is a career exploration course designed to prepare graduates for
career and life success. Training opportunities for educators to teach this course
will be available throughout the school year. Registration costs for training sessions
are paid directly to the provider. Carl Perkins and Career Development Funds are
eligible funding sources for registration.
Registration is now open for two training sessions in early 2021.
January 11-14, 2021, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
February 8 -11, 2021, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Additional training sessions will be held as the need arises.
If you have additional questions, please email jumpstart@la.gov.
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Important Reminders/Call Summary

Call Summary
Month
January

Key Dates
●
●
●
●
●

Fast Forward Webinar: January 11
SCA Reporting Deadline: January 15
College and Career Readiness Monthly Call: January 21
Jump Start Virtual Convention: January 26
Jump Start Virtual Convention: January 27

Support and Resources
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2020-2021 School System Support Calendar
Educator Resource Guide
School System Planning Resources
Family Support Toolbox Library
LDOE Newsletter Archive
All Things Jumpstart
High School Planning Guide
Credit Recovery Overage Form
Awards Programs
2020 Virtual LDOE Counselor Institutes
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Moderated
Q&A

