Monthly Call Norms
Replicate the appropriate slide with the correct icon in the upper left and group the slides in this order:
●
Do now, Do this month, In the future
Each slide should include the following:
●
A clearly delineated action step - what should school systems do with this information?
●
A point of contact for more information in the footer of the slide
●
Speaker notes in the form of a script
School System Planning Call reminders:
●
Check formatting: headers are 28pt and text 16-18pt Calibri, 1.15 line spacing
●
When referring to districts and charters collectively, use “school systems”, not districts or LEAs.
●
Dates are to be written as 2017-2018 not 2017-18.
●
Use “percent” rather than “%” when written in text.
●
Don’t use “systems must” and instead say “systems are required to….”
●
Please make sure that every slide you submit has notes for the moderator to read from. This should not be a bulleted list of incomplete
sentences, but rather a full and coherent script.
Additional information for newsletters, website, and webinars can be found in the LDOE Submission Guidelines document.

Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.
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Academic Content and Educator Development
Monthly Call
November 4, 2020

Agenda
I.

II.

Academic Content
A. ELA, Social Studies, Math, Science, STEM
B. EdTech, Virtual PD Opportunities
Educator Development
A. Recruitment and Retention Fellowship
B. SLT/Compass
C. Mentor Teachers
D. Teacher Leader Summit

Suggested participants for this call:
●
●
●
●

Early Childhood Supervisors
Chief Academic Officers/Curriculum
Supervisors
Content and Mentor Leader
Coordinators
Talent Supervisors
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Academic Content

CLSD -UIN
The Comprehensive Literacy State Development 2020 (CLSD -UIN) grant application will be
released with the Super App virtual launch on November 6.
CLSD -UIN grant represents an opportunity for local school systems – school districts and
charters – to address their needs to meet the challenge of improving student achievement in
literacy. For the proposed project, the State Implementation Plan targets
high-need UIN schools and ECE partners that demonstrate the promise to become models
for other high-need sites to replicate. This project focuses on a specific set of
evidence-based practices and evidence-informed innovations to strengthen
the literacy skills of children from birth to grade 12.

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.
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ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) Updates
Louisiana's ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) Pilot Overview
document has been updated to include the most recent
information about the 9-12 units on Louisiana
Curriculum Hub. The Life of Pi unit for grade 10 is now
available.
The Department is also soliciting teacher feedback
through Louisiana's ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) Pilot
Feedback Form for the units being implemented this
year. Educators implementing the new units should be
encouraged to bookmark this link for use throughout
the 2020-2021 school year.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.
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ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) Updates
The Curriculum Guide for the ELA Guidebooks 9-12
(2020) has been updated on Louisiana Curriculum
Hub to include new tools for teachers to utilize to
collect data and make instructional decisions based
on student responses to the section diagnostic tasks.
Educators supporting the implementation of this
curriculum should download the updated version.
Professional development related to using these
tools is available through approved vendors in the
Louisiana PD Vendor Guide.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.
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ELA Guidebooks: Content Analysis Project
This year, ELA Content Teacher Leader Advisors will be completing content analyses of many ELA
Guidebook unit texts. These findings will be released on a rolling basis as they are completed
throughout the 2021-2022 academic year.
These reviews will provide high-level guidance about text topics and themes that may be sensitive
for some students. A scaled score and brief rationale will identify the high-quality learning
opportunities in unit texts as well as provide guidance about some emotionally challenging content
in unit texts.
These reviews are being created as a resource for general content guidance. School Systems should
still complete an independent review of all content to ensure they are making the best choice for
their community populations.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.

9

Social Studies Distance Learning Updates
Social studies distance learning packets for grades 3-8 and US History have been updated to
include topics within units one, two, and three and are now posted on the K-12 Social Studies
Resources page. Packets will be updated to address topics from unit 4 by the end of January
2021.
•
•
•

The teacher materials, including answer keys, have been password protected.
View the social studies distance learning webinar for an overview of guidance on how to
use packets in a distance learning, hybrid, or in-class setting.
A second webinar addressing the distance learning packets will be released in
November. This webinar will be include more in-depth guidance on using the packets in
the classroom.
Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.
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LEAP 360 Math Diagnostic Mapping
Diagnostic Mapping Documents have been posted to the K-12 Math Planning page.
These resources are designed to connect specific LEAP 360 Diagnostic items to units of
instruction in Tier 1 math curricula. Performance on these items serves as a first glimpse of
students’ readiness to engage with grade-level content.
Performance on these items and the Eureka Remediation tools can be used to strategically
identify unfinished learning and plan to proactively address gaps.

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Important Prerequisite
Math Standards Guidance for 2020-2021
The Department, building on resources provided by the Achievement Network, has released
Important Prerequisite Math Standards Guidance for teachers for the 2020-2021 school year.
This new document identifies:
•
•
•

critical prerequisite math standards from previous grade levels needed to anticipate
potential unfinished learning,
suggestions for prioritizing content to save instructional time this year and;
aligned lessons for the most widely used Tier 1 curricula impacted by identified
standards.

The purpose of this document is to guide teachers’ strategic decision making to address
current and ongoing learning gaps through the 2020-2021 school year. A brief video overview
of the document is also available.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Important Prerequisite
Math Standards Guidance for 2020-2021

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Updates to Louisiana Student Standards for Science
Learning Progressions (Appendix A)
To support teachers and school systems in addressing unfinished learning in science, the
Department has updated Appendix A - Learning Progressions of the K-12 Louisiana Student
Standards for Science Folder. Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) are now designated by specific
grade within the K-2, 3-5, and 6-8 grade bands.
K-2
PS2.B: Types of Interactions

3-5

6-8

Kindergarten:

Grade 3:

Grade 6:

LE.PS2B.a When objects touch
or collide, they push on one
another and can change
motion.

UE.PS2B.a Objects in contact exert
forces on each other.

MS.PS2B.a Electric and magnetic
(electromagnetic) forces can be
attractive (opposite charges) or
UE. PS2B.b Electric and magnetic
repulsive (like charges), have polar
forces between a pair of objects do charges (north and south poles), and
not require that the objects be in
their sizes depend on the
contact. The sizes of the forces in
magnitudes of the charges, currents,
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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OpenSciEd Pilot Monthly Call
OpenSciEd is a middle school pilot program for freely available high-quality science
instructional materials. Field test units are revised based on the feedback and data, and the
Department provides monthly updates to participating school or district science leads via
conference call on the third Wednesday of each month at 10:00am.
These updates include information about
● changes to field test and public unit materials,
● release schedules for field tests, public units, and distance learning guidance,
● materials and purchasing, and
● professional development opportunities.
To receive the calendar invitation for the monthly call complete this google form.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Science Distance Learning Overview
To support school systems, schools, and teachers in ensuring continuous engagement
with high-quality science curriculum in remote and hybrid school settings, the
Department is releasing guidance for OpenSciEd Grade 6-8 and Inquiry Hub (Biology)
on a rolling schedule.
The following resources are available now on the K-12 Science Planning Page in the
Distance Learning Section:
●
●
●

Recorded webinars and slide decks for OpenSciEd and inquiry Hub
OpenSciEd - first three units Grades 6, 7, & 8
inquiryHub Biology - Units 1 & 2

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Science Distance Learning: Design Considerations
Premise

Application

All content is equally important,
design of high-quality curriculum is
strategic and should be altered only to
the extent required by the
circumstances

No lessons were omitted; pedagogical
recommendations are based on the original unit
design decisions and every effort has been made
to preserve opportunities for student discourse
and sense-making as well as three-dimensionality

School will look different in different
places and at different times of the
year

The guidance was written for the most extreme
case - virtual learning only for all students;
teachers can walk back and integrate in-person
learning in hybrid settings
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Science Distance Learning: Design Considerations

Premise

Application

Synchronous learning is required
for students to appropriate
engage in high-quality science
curriculum, but daily virtual
classes may not be feasible.

Students will be expected to have
computers/internet access and schools must be
creative to accommodate; ideal number of virtual
classes is three per week, planning documents for
advanced notice of scheduled classes and
suggestions for those without internet access is
included.

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Science Distance Learning: Model for Design
Pre-Work: Asynchronous and Independent
● Students may be asked to notice and wonder, generate initial models, brainstorming
about investigations.
Virtual Class: Synchronous and Collaborative
● Teacher and students will create the DQB, design consensus models, share findings and
make sense of data through discussion.
Post-Work: Asynchronous and Independent
● Students may be asked to revise models, use a close-reading strategy to annotate text,
draw conclusions and formulate claims.
Discussion Boards and Home Investigations are built in to provide additional opportunities for
asynchronous discourse and engagement with science practices.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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LSTA Professional Development Discount
and Grant Opportunity
The Louisiana Science Teachers’ Association (LSTA) has partnered with NSTA to offer
members a registration rate of $97 for the NSTA Enage: Fall 2020 Virtual Conference
November 13-15. LSTA members can take advantage of this opportunity by signing up
for a free NSTA membership and then entering LSTA_ENGAGE into the promo code
during checkout.
LSTA is also offering a grant opportunity for reimbursement of the conference
registration cost for up to 40 members. The deadline for application is 11:59 p.m. on
November 1.

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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BESE Tuition Program for Teachers:
Applications for Spring 2021
BESE Tuition Program for Teachers provides
tuition for certified and currently employed
classroom teachers. Selected teachers are
eligible to enroll in courses at regionally
accredited colleges or universities in Louisiana.
Key Dates for Spring 2021 Semester
Applications
Application Opens

October 30

Application Closes

November 20

Priority will be given to applicants who:
● apply to enroll in a course related to the
implementation of a high school STEM Pathway;
● apply to enroll in a STEM course;
● teach one or more STEM classes;
● seek teacher certification in a STEM-related
field;
● teach in a rural school system;
● teach at a school labeled Comprehensive
Intervention Required and/or Urgent
Intervention Required; and/or
● apply to enroll in a course that fits into a
broader certification, higher degree, or other
professional development program.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.
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Digital Learning
Professional Development Opportunities
Louisiana Association of Computer Using Educators (LaCUE) offer the following opportunities:
• November 13-14: Weston Kieschnick: Focused on Blended Learning
• December 4-5: Eric Sheninger: “Celebrating Teachers and Technology”
• Registration is open for all two LaCUE events.

Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions.
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Academic Content Contacts
For questions about…

Contact...

ELA Guidebooks

elaguidebooks@la.gov

Math, science, and STEM pathways

STEM@la.gov

Environmental education

environmentaleducation@la.gov

All other curriculum and instruction

classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov

Textbooks and instructional materials review, tiered reviews,vendors, and PD vendor guide

louisianacurriculumreview@la.gov

Teacher Leader professional development and events (Teacher Leader Collaboration Events, TL Summit,
Summer Content Institutes), Teacher Leader Advisors, and Content and Mentor Teachers

louisianateacherleaders@la.gov

World language/immersion

language.acquisition@la.gov

Educational technology

edtech@la.gov

Teacher Leader Summit

ldoeevents@la.gov
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Educator Development

PD Opportunity:
Virtual Training for Teachers and Leaders
The LDOE is partnering with NIET to help equip teachers and school leaders to plan for and
strengthen virtual instruction.
Starting this month, Louisiana educators will receive free access to three, 90-minute
professional learning sessions that model effective virtual teaching and provide educators
with tips, templates, and strategies to use immediately in their virtual classrooms.
These sessions will be taught live (synchronously) and offered several times a week over the
course of 2020-2021. Asynchronous trainings will be available later this year.

Please contact systemrelations@la.gov with questions.
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PD Opportunity:
Virtual Training for Teachers and Leaders
Educators will leave these sessions with an understanding of what effective teaching practices look
like in an online classroom; ideas for how to plan, transform, and strengthen virtual lessons; and
strategies to improve student engagement and increase student growth in a virtual learning
environment.
There will also be different options for teachers and principals to receive more tailored support
based on their role. Sessions for principals and administrators will focus on remote observation
and coaching practices, while teacher sessions will provide more content teachers can directly use
in their virtual instruction.
Registration is now open, but seats are limited for each district or school system. Supervisors
should check with teachers to ensure seats go to all who are interested based on availability.
Please contact systemrelations@la.gov with questions.
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Recruitment and Retention Fellowship
We are excited to announce the following sixteen school systems have been selected to participate in the Recruitment
and Retention Fellowship, organized by USHCA!
Avoyelles Parish

Grant Parish

Ouachita Parish

St. Landry Parish

Caddo Parish

Iberville Parish

Pointe Coupee Parish

St. Tammany Parish

Catahoula Parish

Livingston Parish

Rapides Parish

Tangipahoa Parish

City of Baker School System

Morehouse Parish

St. Charles Parish

West Baton Rouge Parish

Human capital leaders from these school systems will engage in a fellowship that will allow them to:
●
●

Network with other human capital leaders throughout the nation, learn from one another, and discuss best
practices with regard to recruiting and retaining teachers, and
Work together to develop strategies to recruit and retain teachers, including for teachers in Louisiana’s
highest-need certification areas (middle and secondary Math and Science, and Special Education).

The fellowship will start in late October and will conclude in spring 2021.
Please contact sara.delano@la.gov with questions.

27

Rater Reliability Compass Evaluator Training
The 2020-2021 Rater Reliability Compass Evaluator Training recording is now available for
viewing in the Compass Library under the Observation and Feedback section. The video is
also posted to the Department’s YouTube channel.
All evaluators of professional staff must complete the training prior to conducting formal
observations for evaluations. A companion PDF file is also published allowing evaluators to
have access to the many links shared throughout the presentation.
Policy updates as a result of the October 14 BESE meeting are outlined in the BESE Updates
document. This document serves as a companion to the 2020 Rater Reliability Compass
Evaluator Training and recording and should be used in tandem when planning your
evaluation components for the 2020-2021 school year.
Please contact compass@la.gov with questions.
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Rater Reliability Compass Evaluator Training
The training covers:
● Evaluation Rationale and Policy/Continuum of Evaluation and Certification
● Elements of Evaluation: Professional Practice Scores and Student Performance Scores
● Considerations for Rater Reliability in the Virtual/Blended Learning Environment
● Rater Reliability Norming
● System of Record (Compass Information System)
● Grievance Policies
● Resources and Survey/ Confirmation of Attendance
Please note, in lieu of certificates, a timestamped list of attendees from the survey linked at the end of
the training will be posted to the Compass Library monthly beginning November 1, 2020 to certify the
completion of the Rater Reliability Training. School Systems leaders seeking to verify rater reliability
training completion should source this document.
Please contact compass@la.gov with questions.

29

ELA Collaborative
The Department is launching a new opportunity for higher education faculty and K-12 educators to
change the way aspiring teachers are taught ELA instruction in Louisiana. The Believe and Prepare ELA
Collaborative will bring together leading ELA experts from across the state to create a model methods
course that aligns K-12, higher education, and research-based best practices.
The application for this opportunity now available. It is also posted in the Believe and Prepare library. The
application is due November 6. Seats are limited, so please encourage your most outstanding ELA
faculty to apply before the deadline. The collaborative will begin meeting in November 2020.
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Math Collaborative
The Department launched the Believe and Prepare Math Collaborative on February 19, 2020.
This network brought together the best minds from both higher education and K-12. The
collaborative:
● Designed teaching methods syllabi for elementary and secondary math methods
courses that are available for public use.
● Examined and strengthened the way aspiring teachers are taught mathematics
instruction in Louisiana.
The collaborative wrapped up this work in October. The LDOE is excited to share the finalized
secondary and elementary math course outlines. We encourage all school systems to share
the syllabi with your teacher preparation partners.
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Mentor Teacher Stipends
On October 8 and 19, the LDOE hosted webinars for school systems regarding the mentor
and resident stipend data collection process. A link to the deck for this webinar is now
available.
School systems should Report Resident Teachers and Mentor Teachers
•
•

Excel file submission using sFTP.
School systems will use the 2020-2021 Resident and Mentor Teacher Submission
Template to report resident teachers serving within their school system taking place
between August 2020 through May 2021 or January 2020 through December 2021 and
the mentor teacher that is providing support.

Due October 30
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Post- Bac Mentoring
Beginning with this academic year, alternate certification candidates in their first year on a
Practitioner’s License (PL) need to be mentored for five hours per week. School systems will
verify this mentoring through an attestation form that is part of a candidate’s application for
a Level 1 certificate or renewal of a Practitioner License.
The LDOE will provide you with an updated list of alternate certification candidates in their
first year on a Practitioner's License (PL) throughout the school year, below is the latest list.
First Year Practitioner’s License Candidates as of 10/13/2020
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Save-the-Date: Teacher Leader Summit 2021
The 2021 Teacher Leader Summit will take place May 25–27 at the Morial Convention Center
in New Orleans. Both the Department and the Convention Center are taking measures to
promote the health and safety of all participants and will have a reduced overall capacity.
Registration for the Summit will occur in three phases:
● Early bird registration (January 8 through March 1)
● Regular registration (March 2 through May 10)
● On-site registration for those who do not register by May 10

Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.
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Save-the-Date: Teacher Leader Summit 2021
Registration Fees
To help offset the cost of running a high-quality, multi-day event for thousands of Louisiana educators,
the Department will charge a registration fee for the 2021 Teacher Leader Summit.
This fee will cover:
●
●
●

admission to conference,
conference sessions, and
lunch May 25 and May 26.

Educators can receive a discount by registering early
and registering for all three days at once. Educators can
choose to not eat the lunch provided, but may not
opt-out of the registration fee.

Description

1-Day Ticket

3-Day Ticket

Early Bird
Registration
(January 10—March 1)

$55

$108

Regular Registration
(March 2—May 11)

$71

$140

On-site Registration*
(May 27—29)

$87

N/A

*only if open seats remain unused from allocations after May 11

Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.
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Save-the-Date: Teacher Leader Summit 2021
Prior to registration opening, the Department will provide more information on:
● Education tracks being offered
● Ed Talk speakers and topics
● Virtual learning opportunities
Due to social distancing parameters, school systems will receive a specific allotment of seats.
The Department will notify each school system of their total number of seats in early
December.
Hotel room block information will be released in December in an Overview Document
posted to the Teacher Leader Library.
Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.
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Teacher Leader Session Applications
Louisiana teachers and leaders are invited to share their expertise with educators statewide
by applying to facilitate a session at Teacher Leader Summit 2021.
Applications Open:
Applications Due:

Monday, November 16, 2020
Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Look out for more information & the application link in upcoming:
• Teaching and Learning webinars
• Teacher Leader newsletters
• School System newsletters
• Teacher Leader Library
Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.
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Educator Development Office Hours
In addition to the monthly Academic Content/Educator Development Call, the division of
Educator Development will be offering monthly office hours. The next office hours will be
held on November 17. Please complete a survey to submit additional topic preferences for
future office hours.
Office hour details:
•
•
•
•
•

Webinar Date and Time: November 17 at 12 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93833176635
Webinar Phone Number: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID#: 938 3317 6635
Passcode: 724Rfq
Please contact kimberly.eckart@la.gov with questions.
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Important Reminders/Call Summary

Super App Launch
This year’s Super App Launch is scheduled for November 6 and will be all virtual. Sessions will be pre-recorded,
shared in the weekly newsletter and posted to the Department’s School Improvement Library on November 6.
During November, December and January, team monthly calls and office hours will provide opportunities for school
system leaders to learn more about specific sections, ask questions and receive guidance.
Additionally, the Department will offer School System Planning Super App Office Hours beginning in November
where teams can request specific guidance and support with planning, completing the workbook and aligning
funding to priorities.
More information will be provided in coming weeks.
Questions should be emailed to LDOE.grantshelpdesk@la.gov. Please include "Super App" in the email subject line.

Please contact LDOE.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.
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Call Summary
Month
October

Key Deadlines
●
●

Mentor and Resident data collection template due:
October 30
Applications for BESE Tuition Program for Teachers open
October 30

Support and Resources
●
●
●

November

●
●
●

December

Applications for the ELA collaborative due: November 6
Applications for Teacher Leader Summit session
facilitation opens: November 16
Applications for BESE Tuition Program for Teachers close
November 20

All social studies distance learning packets updated
with topics from unit 3.
Science Distance Learning resources are being
released on an ongoing basis.
LSSS Appendix A updated to include grade level
notation

●
●
●

Super App Launch: November 6
Social studies distance learning webinar posted
Educator Development Office Hours: November 17

●

Academic Content and Educator Development
Monthly Call: December 9
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