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•
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COVID-19 Updates for Providers
Louisiana’s Federal Stimulus Funding to Support Early Childhood
Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) Updates
Licensing Updates
Teaching and Learning Updates
Upcoming Events
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Welcome!

COVID-19 Updates
for Providers

COVID-19 Resources
●
●
●
●

●

LDOE COVID-19 landing page and library
LDOE BELIEVE! landing page and library
COVID-19 FAQ for early childhood
Updated: Office of Public Health Guidelines for
Child Care
Questions regarding COVID-19, contact
LDOECOVID19Support@la.gov
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Face Coverings
Governor’s Proclamation 94 JBE 2021
The latest proclamation by Governor John Bel Edwards provides information on face coverings.

“For the few days remaining in the 2020-2021 academic year, all early childhood,
elementary, secondary, and postsecondary educational institutions in the State of
Louisiana shall continue to require all students, employees, and visitors to wear a
face covering over the nose and mouth. This requirement shall terminate for each
institution on the last day of the 2020-2021 academic year. Thereafter, all Local
Education Agencies (LEAs), early childhood centers, and higher education institutions
are hereby authorized to determine whether to require face coverings starting with
the 2021 summer programs.”
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Parent Drop-Off and Pick-Up Processes
Updates
The Office of Public Health Guidelines for Child Care have been updated regarding parents entering child care
centers. Child care centers can be more restrictive in their mitigation procedures if they choose.

Parents can enter the building to drop off and pick up their children if the following
occur:
• The amount of time each parent spends in the classroom during drop-off and
pick-up is minimized.
• Parents are screened prior to entering the building. Parents must wear a mask
and physically distance from staff, children that are not members of their
household, and other parents.
• Parents are informed that they will be required to notify the center if they test
positive for COVID-19.
• Drop-off and pick-up times are staggered when possible.
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Louisiana’s Federal Stimulus
Funding to Support Early Childhood

Louisiana’s Federal Stimulus Funding to Support
Education
LOUISIANA'S ALLOCATIONS
CARES Act
(April 2020)

CRRSA 2021
(Dec 2020)

ARPA
(March 2021)

TOTAL

ESSER

$ 286,980,175

$ 1,160,119,378

$ 2,605,462,325

$ 4,052,561,878

GEER

$ 50,276,799

$ 22,985,320

GEER non-public schools

$ 73,262,119

$ 55,566,230

$ 49,073,000

$ 104,639,230

$ 50,276,799

$ 78,551,550

$ 49,073,000

$ 177,901,349

CCDF

$ 67,581,166

$ 198,319,710

$ 773,153,348

$ 1,039,054,224

TOTAL

$ 404,838,140

$ 1,436,990,638

$ 3,427,688,673

$ 5,269,517,451

GEER Total
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Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act
Based on stakeholder feedback, the Department is focusing on the following when developing
its plan for administering CRRSA funding, and supporting communities and sites.

•
•

Child care is stabilized immediately, with a focus on providers and the early
childhood workforce.
Communities increase access to opportunities for high-quality early childhood care
and education this year.

•

Teachers are prepared to lead classrooms and provide
high-quality interactions for all children every day.

•

Young children who experienced disruptions in learning
this year are given opportunities to prepare for school.
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Projected CRRSA Budget
Child Care Stabilization
Direct financial supports to all child care provider types via LaCAP grants, etc.
Type III early childhood teacher support grant
Community Recovery Grants
Package of business training, consultation, and shared services, including a microloans pilot program
Misc. Additional Supports (e.g. licensing fees, CCCBC fees, data system supports, etc.)
Access Expansion
Launching LA B to 3 by funding all Ready Start Network funding requests for projects that expand access to B-3 seats in
high-quality diverse delivery settings
Providing supports to Ready Start Networks with B-3 seats to develop a funding sustainability plan for seats
As a result of insufficient funding in the ECE Fund, matching local investment to fund projects that expand access to B-3 seats
for the 2021-2022 year
Child Care Supply Building and Access Expansion Grant opportunity
Classroom Quality
Outdoor play enhancement opportunity for child care providers (via CCR&Rs)
Package of operational/quality supports for providers, including training, classroom supports, and technology
Family Engagement and Supports for All Children
Supporting the development of a family engagement website, advisory group, and outreach opportunities
Total Budgeted
Total Remaining (Unbudgeted)

Estimated Budget
$105 Million
$27 Million
$7 Million
$2.4 Million
$2 Million
Estimated Budget
$26 Million
$2 Million
$4.25 Million
$5.35 Million
Estimated Budget
$3 Million
$1.5 Million
Estimated Budget
$175,000
$185 Million
$13 Million
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American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
The American Rescue Plan Act, or ARPA, is a $1.9 trillion economic stimulus bill
passed by the 117th United States Congress and signed into law by President Biden
on March 11, 2021. It includes nearly $15 billion in flexible Child Care and
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) dollars and a child care stabilization grant fund of
nearly $24 billion.
Louisiana will receive nearly $297 million in CCDBG and approximately $475 million
for child care stabilization, totaling more than $770 million of further support for
Louisiana child care providers and families. Combined with previous stimulus
awards, Louisiana will receive more than $1 billion to support child care and
families.
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ARPA Funding for Child Care
Louisiana will receive approximately $297 million in Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) funds
and approximately $475 million for the Child Care Stabilization fund.
CCDBG Funds
• Can be used to carry out the programs within the Child Care and Development Fund grant (CCDF)
Child Care Stabilization Funds
Strictly for child care providers (all types of providers) to remain open--may be used for
• Personnel costs, including payroll and salaries for an employee, employee benefits, premium pay, or costs
for employee recruitment and retention
• Rent or payment on any mortgage obligation, utilities, facility maintenance or improvements, or insurance
• Personal protective equipment, cleaning and sanitization supplies and services, or training and
professional development related to health and safety practices
• Purchases of or updates to equipment and supplies to respond to the COVID–19 public health emergency
• Mental health supports for children and employees
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ARPA Listening Sessions
The LDOE hosted a series of stakeholder listening sessions to hear feedback on how funds from
ARPA might be used to support early childhood programs and families.
Stakeholders participating in these listening sessions include:
• child care providers
• lead agencies
• families
• Child Care Resource & Referral agencies
• the Mental Health Consultation program
• Early Childhood Care and Education Commission and Advisory Council members
• other early childhood advocates and policymakers, including DCFS and LDH
Common themes heard during the listening sessions include the need for additional workforce
incentives for recruitment and retention, incentives for expanding infant and toddler care,
additional business supports for child care expansion and more.
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ARPA Survey: Responses
The Department conducted a survey between May 6-28, 2021 in order to receive feedback and
input on the state’s ARPA plan, and more than 470 early childhood stakeholders responded.

*The other category includes a variety of stakeholders including school & Head Start administrators as well as individuals who support children not otherwise noted.
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ARPA Survey: Overview
The Department has begun a preliminary analysis of the survey responses, which collected
feedback on both priorities and specific funding areas.
●

●

The Department collected stakeholder feedback on 20 potential priorities within four
broad categories for ARPA spending:
○

Child Care Stabilization

○

Expanding Access to Child Care

○

Improving Quality in Child Care and

○

Family Engagement and Support

The percentage of respondents identifying “high priority” items will guide further
analysis.
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ARPA Survey: Preliminary Priorities
Potential Priority

Ranked as “High
Priority”

Providing stipends to supplement child care teacher wages, for workforce recruitment and retention

93%

Offering direct financial support to child care providers (e.g., LaCAP grants, etc.)

87%

Expanding CCAP eligibility

72%

Supporting efforts to recruit a qualified early childhood workforce

76%

Providing funding for learning supports

74%

Providing additional assistance to families in accessing CCAP and other child care options

62%

Providing more supports for families such as mental health support, parenting classes, a resource website, etc.

58%
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Developing Louisiana’s ARPA Plan
The Department will continue to synthesize feedback from stakeholders provided
through both the ARPA Survey and ARPA Listening Sessions and begin developing its
plan for how to utilize the ARPA funding to support children, families, child care
providers, and the early childhood workforce.
The Department hopes to release a summary of stakeholder feedback and a public
document detailing the ARPA spending plan no later than August of this year.
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Child Care Assistance Program
Updates

Grants On the Horizon
The Department anticipates making two additional grant opportunities available to
licensed Type III centers. More information will be provided soon regarding the grant
amounts, the grant application deadlines and payment dates.

Anticipated
Application Date

Grant

June 2021

Accountability Grant - Type III centers that participate in CLASS observations this
year (local and Picard) will be eligible to apply for a grant to offset additional
costs and administrative burdens of participating in the accountability system this
year.

July 2021

Teacher Stipend Grant - Type III centers will be eligible to apply for a grant to
provide teacher stipends as supplement pay during the pandemic.
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LaCAP Relief Grant
CCAP Certified Type III and Family Homes
The Louisiana Child Care Assistance Provider (LaCAP) Relief Grant for CCAP Certified Providers is
designed to help child care providers offset the financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. This
round of LaCAP grants will support Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) providers with costs
incurred from the pandemic, as well as centers providing care for infants and toddlers.
This grant is for Type III centers and certified home-based providers that are operational and
serving children by July 1, 2021.
•
•
•

The grant amount is $900 per child in licensed capacity and $150 supplement per CCAP
authorization.
The deadline to apply is June 10, 2021.
Payments are anticipated to begin the week of July 19 with the supplemental CCAP portion
of the grant being issued the week of July 26.

Note: Grant payments for providers that have not signed their 2021 Provider Agreement will be
delayed.
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LaCAP Relief Grant
Non-CCAP Certified Providers
The Department is also funding a LaCAP Relief Grant for Non-CCAP Certified Providers for open
Type I, Type II, and registered home-based providers presently not certified for CCAP children.
This grant is for non-CCAP certified providers who are operational and serving children by July 1,
2021.
• The grant amount is $450 per child in licensed capacity.
• The deadline to apply is June 20, 2021.
• Grant applicants must register as a vendor with the LA Division of Administration by June 20.
• Payments are anticipated to begin the week of July 31.
Type I and Type II centers are encouraged to apply for Type III licensure and become CCAP
certified in order to 1) be eligible for larger grant award amounts and 2) take advantage of the
recent increase of CCAP reimbursement rates and income eligibility limits. Non-CCAP certified
home-based providers are also encouraged to become certified in order to take advantage of this
incentive.
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Underutilized Authorizations
●

On June 1, CCAP began conducting an underutilization review of children who have
not attended child care for the months of March, April, and May 2021.

●

The Tracking of Time Services (TOTS) Point of Service (POS) and Interactive Voice
Response (IVR) attendance for March, April, and May are examined as part of the
underutilization review.

●

If CCAP children are not attending, the Department will contact families to assess the
need for continued child care services. If families are not reached during this period,
their CCAP authorizations will be discontinued June 30, 2021; they will need to
re-apply for CCAP.
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2021 CCAP On The Road
CCAP began a series of forums
designed to aid families in reaching
their goals and support providers as
they strengthen quality services to
families.
CCAP proudly serves as a bridge
connecting families to quality services
and providers within the community.
This month, CCAP will host and attend
several forum events.

Families First Engagement Forums
Tangipahoa Parish School System
Professional Development Center
711 West Coleman Avenue
Hammond, La 70403

June 12

Vermilion Conference Center
326 Gauthier Road
Lafayette, La 70501

June 18

Mahalia Jackson Family Resource Ctr
2405 Jackson Avenue
New Orleans, La 70113

June 25

Louisiana Department of Education
Claiborne Building-Thomas Jefferson
1201 North 3rd Street
Baton Rouge, La 70801

June 25

Professional Collaborations Forums

July - September
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Licensing Updates

Child to Staff Ratios
Effective July 1, 2021, the minimum
child-to-staff ratios for children age 2 and under
in Type I centers shall be the same as the ratios
in Type II and Type III centers.

Minimum Child to Staff Ratio Requirements
Ages of Children

Ratio

Infants under 1 year

5:1

1 year

7:1

2 years

11:1

3 years

13:1

4 years

15:1

5 years

19:1

6 years and up

23:1
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Motor Vehicle Passenger Checks
A visual passenger check of a vehicle is required to ensure that no child is left in a vehicle.

It is imperative that vehicles are adequately inspected for children before staff exit
the vehicle; especially as temperatures rise outside.
A staff person shall physically walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat
surfaces, under all seats, and in all enclosed spaces and recesses of the vehicle
interior.
The staff member shall record the time of the visual passenger check and sign the
log indicating that no child was left in the vehicle.
Please ensure staff have received proper training and repeated training if
needed.
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Teaching and Learning Updates

2021 Teacher Leader Summit
Last week, the Louisiana Department of Education hosted thousands of educators for the
annual Teacher Leader Summit.
•
•
•
•

If you were unable to join the opening session, you can watch it on the LDOE YouTube
channel.
Session materials will soon be available in the 2021 Teacher Leader Summit library.
The Virtual Teacher Leader Summit Series began earlier this week and will be running
until June 11.
For more information contact LDOEEvents@la.gov.
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The State of Early Childhood in Louisiana
During last week’s Teacher Leader Summit, the Department delivered an annual assessment of
Louisiana’s progress toward improving learning opportunities for young children.

This session included:
•
•
•

An overview of the current landscape of early childhood in Louisiana;
Louisiana’s Key Early Childhood Priorities; and
An update on COVID-19 Impacts on Early Childhood.

Presentation slides from this session are available on the Louisiana Believes website.
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Upcoming Events

Upcoming Webinar
The Department will be hosting monthly webinars for early childhood providers. These
webinars will include important updates relating to COVID-19 and reminders for all provider
types.

Providers can access the next provider webinar using the information below:
•
•
•
•

Webinar Date/Time: Thursday, July 1 at 1 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93597745872
Phone Number: 1-312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 935 9774 5872
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Contact Info
Child Care Licensing
• Call 225-342-9905
• Email ldelicensing@la.gov or email licensing consultants directly
Child Care Assistance Program
• Call 225-250-7635 or 225-252-9543
• Email ldeccap@la.gov or enter a ticket at the Provider Help Desk
• TOTS Assistance: Jackie.Droddy2@la.gov
Child Care Provider Certification
• Email providercertification@la.gov
Child Care Criminal Background Checks
• Call 225-342-2716 or 225-342-5311 or email
LDEchildcareCBC@la.gov
General Early Childhood Support
• Email earlychildhood@la.gov
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