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PURPOSE 
The Assessment Guide for LEAP Connect is designed to assist Louisiana educators in understanding the LEAP Connect assessments in English language 
arts (ELA), Mathematics for grades 3-5, and Science for grade 4. 
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Introduction  
Louisiana is building an educational system that ensures all students are ready for the next level of study by building knowledge of the world, accessing 
meaningful texts, expressing ideas, and solving complex problems. Through this, Louisiana is creating an equitable system for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities. Over the past few years, much progress has been made to deliver on this belief including:  

● the Louisiana Connectors (LCs) for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities in English language arts (ELA), mathematics, and science that 
establish high expectations for students with significant cognitive disabilities, with instructional resources for educators; 

● alternate assessments (LEAP Connect) in ELA, mathematics, and science aligned to the LCs to measure student progress; and 
● an established graduation pathway to a high school diploma for students assessed on the alternate assessments.  

Federal law requires states to administer annual assessments to all students, including students with significant cognitive disabilities, to measure 
progress towards challenging academic content standards. The LEAP 2025 assessments measure student proficiency in the content and skills detailed by 
the Louisiana Student Standards (LSS),  and the LEAP Connect assessments measure student proficiency in the content and skills detailed by the 
Louisiana Connectors (LCs) for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities.  The LCs represent the “big ideas” of the content and skills found in the 
LSS. The LEAP Connect format allows students to participate in academic assessments that are sensitive to measuring progress in their learning (see 
R.S.17:24.4(F)(3) and R.S.17:183.1-17:183.3). 

Participation Requirements 
To be eligible to participate in the LEAP Connect assessments, an IEP team must verify that the student has a disability which significantly impacts 
cognitive functioning and meets the criteria outlined in Bulletin 1530 §505. Additional information can be found in the “Alternate Assessment” section of 
the Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities Library. Eligible students will take the LEAP Connect assessments for ELA and mathematics each year 
in grades 3-5 and science in grade 4, as required by Sections 1111(b)(1)(E) and 8401 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.  

 
ASSESSMENT DESIGN 
Standards, Connectors, and Complexity Levels 
The LCs for ELA, mathematics, and science for kindergarten through high school focus on the “big ideas” found in the LSS for ELA, mathematics, and 
science. The LCs provide developmentally appropriate and challenging content to guide curriculum and assessment development for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities. The LEAP Connect assessments align to the ELA, mathematics, and science LCs, which identify the: 

● most salient grade-level academic content found in the LSS for ELA, mathematics, and science; and 
● core content knowledge and skills needed at each grade to provide success at the next. 

Instructional resources developed for the LCs include Essential Elements Cards, Science Component Cards, Trainings, and the Prioritized Connectors 
Guide each briefly described in the Resources section of this document.  

The assessments include items with multiple levels of complexity and varying degrees of scaffolds and supports to provide opportunities for students to 
show what they know and can do. The LEAP Connect assessment items each represent one of four levels of complexity (Tiers 1-4), designed to follow 
instructional practices. Tier 1 and Tier 2 questions reflect the higher level of support needed when students begin to learn a new skill or acquire new 
knowledge. Tier 3 and Tier 4 questions reflect the lower level of support needed as students learn and develop mastery of that skill or knowledge (see 
Table 1).  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/k-12-louisiana-connectors-for-students-with-significant-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=c678971f_20
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academics/special-education-guidance-for-high-school-students.pdf?sfvrsn=61e08d1f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/academic-standards
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/k-12-louisiana-connectors-for-students-with-significant-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=c678971f_18
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/academic-standards
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities
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Table 1. LEAP Connect Levels of Complexity 

Content Area Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 

English 

Language 

Arts 

● short text with repeated 

ideas 

● simple vocabulary words 

● provides a specific “listen 

for” statement related to 

the item 

● text with straightforward 

ideas 

● provides a brief description 

of the item topic and 

simple definitions of terms 

● provides a “listen for” 

statement related to the 

assessed skill 

● text with clear ideas 

● provides some detail about 

the item topic and 

definitions of terms 

● provides statement 

reminding students what 

the item is about 

● text with detailed and 

implied ideas 

● provides statement 

reminding students what 

the item is about 

Mathematics 

● supports use of hands-on 

concrete materials 

● successive model that 

guides one step at a time 

● simplified language and/or 

visual representations 

● few data points  

● increase magnitude of 

numbers 

● model that shows solution 

to a similar problem 

● simplified language  

● additional number of data 

points 

● further increase in 

magnitude of numbers 

● statement reminding 

student what the item is 

about 

Science 

● statement reminding 

students what the item is 

about 

● simplified language and/or 

visual representations 

● short answer options often 

supported with graphics 

● statement reminding 

students what the item is 

about 

● simplified language and/or 

visual representations (e.g., 

line drawings) 

● provides definitions of 

scientific terms 

● distinct answer options 

may contain graphics 

support in answer options 

● statement reminding 

students what the item is 

about 

● limited use of line 

drawings 

● may include charts, tables, 

maps, graphs, or other 

visual representations 

● may include models 

● do not contain graphics 

support unless necessary 

● statement reminding 

students what the item is 

about 

● may include charts, tables, 

maps, graphs, or other 

visual representations 

● may require inference or 

prediction 

● distractors may include 

misunderstandings of the 

concept or skill 



 

ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR LEAP CONNECT GRADES 3-5 OCTOBER 2022 4 

 

   
  

2022-2023 Assessment Guide for 

LEAP Connect Grades 3-5 

Description of Item Types 
The LEAP Connect assessments include several types of items.  

● Open-response items are questions in which the student provides an oral response. These items are only used to assess Foundational Reading in 
grades 3 and 4 ELA. The TA will indicate in INSIGHTTM whether the student provided the correct response. The online assessment system then 
applies a score of 0 or 1 for the group of items based on the number of correct responses provided by the student. The student must 
demonstrate clear and consistent verbal speech to be administered open-response items; a student who is nonverbal will respond by selecting a 
response from multiple-choice options (see the third sub-bullet under the multiple-choice bullet below). 

● Multiple-choice (MC) items are questions in which the student selects one answer from two (Tier 1) or three (Tiers 2-4) options.  
o Multiple-part ELA Writing items are a group of MC questions that the student must respond to in sequential order; often there are directions 

indicating that a student cannot return to the previous item. The student earns points for the group as a whole, not for each item in the 
group. Each item is scored for accuracy and then a group score of up to two points is applied based on the number of correct items in the 
group. Partial credit of one point is available. 

o Multiple-part ELA Reading Set and Science Set items are a group of MC questions that the student must respond to in sequential order; 
often there are directions indicating that a student cannot return to the previous item. The student earns one point for each item within the 
set. These are not scored as groups. 

o Foundational Reading items for grades 3 and 4 ELA will be administered as multiple-choice items for a student who is nonverbal. The online 
assessment system checks each response for correctness and then applies a score of 0 or 1 for the whole group of foundational reading 
items. 

● Constructed response (CR) items differ in design and purpose according to the content or skill being assessed. The test administrator is required 
to administer these items directly to the student. 
o In ELA, the student will produce a response to a writing prompt. The ELA writing CR is scored by professionally trained scorers using a  

3-dimensional rubric. The ELA Writing CR rubrics for grades 3-5 are found in Appendix B. 
o In math and science, the student will complete tasks. The test administrator will score the student’s responses according to the provided 

rubrics and record the student’s scores in the online test platform.  

Reporting 
Student performance on the LEAP Connect assessments is reported by achievement level and overall score. Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) are 
also included in the student-level reports. The ALDs describe the knowledge and skills students generally demonstrate at each level. The  LEAP Connect 
Interpretive Guide and the Parent Guide to the LEAP Connect Student Reports describe the assessments so that school systems, school administrators, 
teachers, parents, and the general public will be able to use the results effectively.  

LEAP Connect ELA Assessment Design 
The LEAP Connect ELA assessments measure reading comprehension of grade-appropriate literary and informational texts, vocabulary, and writing. 
Reading items measure students’ reading comprehension, decoding skills, and vocabulary understanding, with both literary and informational texts in 
grade-appropriate contexts.  

● In grade 5, one of the LCs requires evaluation of comprehension across two passages. These skills are measured using “paired passage sets,” 
with informational texts.  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
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● Foundational Reading items at grades 3 and 4 include the assessment of early decoding skills (i.e., independently identifying grade-level, one-
syllable words). These questions allow for verbal or nonverbal responses.  

Writing items assess the student’s writing skills development. Grades 3-5 focus on explanatory writing in Session 3 and narrative writing in Sessions 3 
and 4. 

The LEAP Connect ELA assessments have four sessions.  

● Session 1 (Reading) contains 3 passage sets. 
o Grade 3 contains a total of 16 MC items and 5 foundational reading items. The foundational reading items are scored as a set. The student 

will earn a score of 1 point for the set if 4 or more of the 5 items are answered correctly.  
o Grade 4 contains a total of 17 MC items and 5 foundational reading items. The foundational reading items are scored as a set. The student 

will earn a score of 1 point for the set if 4 or more of the 5 items are answered correctly. 
o Grade 5 contains a total of 19 MC items. 

● Session 2 (Reading) contains 2 passage sets. 
o Grade 3 contains a total of 12 MC items and 5 foundational reading items. The foundational reading items are scored as a set. The student 

will earn a score of 1 point for the set if 4 or more of the 5 items are answered correctly. 
o Grade 4 contains a total of 10 MC items and 5 foundational reading items. The foundational reading items are scored as a set. The student 

will earn a score of 1 point for the set if 4 or more of the 5 items are answered correctly. 
o Grade 5 contains a total of 11 MC items. 

● Session 3 (Writing)  
o Grade 3 contains a total of 10 MC items. The first 4 MC items are each worth 1 point. The remaining 5 MC items are scored as a set. The 

student will earn a score of 2 points for the set if 3 or more of the 5 MC items are answered correctly. Partial credit of 1 point is earned if at 
least 1 or 2 of the 5 MC items are answered correctly. 

o Grades 4 and 5 contain a total of 8 MC items. The first 4 MC items are each worth 1 point. The remaining 4 MC items are scored as a set. The 
student will earn a score of 2 points for the set if 3 or more of the 4 MC items are answered correctly. Partial credit of 1 point is earned if 1 
or 2 of the 4 MC items are answered correctly. 

● Session 4 (Writing) contains 1 CR item worth 9 points, 3 points for each dimension of the three-dimensional rubric. 
● A field-test passage set with 6 MC items is embedded in one of the reading sessions for each grade. The student’s responses to the field-test 

passage set questions are not part of the student’s test score. Information from the field-test passage set may be used by the LDOE to inform 
future test development. 

Table 2. Percent Representation Per ELA Domain 

Domain Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Reading Literature 29% 26% 28% 

Reading Informational 21% 23% 26% 

Reading Vocabulary 8% 8% 8% 

Reading Foundational 5% 5%  

Writing 37% 38% 38% 
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LEAP Connect Mathematics Assessment Design 
The LEAP Connect mathematics assessments in the elementary grades focus on whole number operations and relations, spatial relations, and 
measurement. The tests are divided into two sessions. Table 3 shows the number of items by session and type for each grade. 

Table 3. LEAP Connect Mathematics Design 

Session 
Item 

Type 
Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

1 

MC 20 16 18 

CR 0 3 1 

Field test 0 1 2 

2 

MC 14 14 15 

CR 1 2 1 

Field test 5 4 3 

Table 4. Percent Representation Per Mathematics Domain 

Domain Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Operations and Algebraic 

Thinking 
29% 31% 9% 

Number and Operations in Base 

Ten 
17% 11% 43% 

Number and Operations Fractions 23% 29% 17% 

Measurement and Data 20% 20% 20% 

Geometry 11% 9% 11% 

LEAP Connect Science Assessment Design  
The LEAP Connect science assessment in grade 4 focuses on principles 
of motion and energy in physical science, characteristics for survival in 
life science, and changes in Earth’s surface and rock layers over time in 
Earth and space science. The tests are divided into two sessions. 

● Session 1 contains 14 MC items, 1 CR item, and 1 field-test item. 
● Session 2 contains 14 MC items, 1 CR item, and 5 field-test 

items. 
The student’s responses to the field-test items are not part of the 
student’s test score. Information from the field-test items may be used 
by the LDOE to inform future test development. 

Table 5. Percent Representation Per Science Domain 

Domain 
Percent 

Representation 

Earth and Space 

Science 
37% 

Life Science 20% 

Physical Science 43% 

 

TEST ADMINISTRATION 
The LEAP Connect ELA, mathematics, and science assessments are administered as computer-based tests (CBT) in a one-to-one setting. The test 
administrator will use the online test platform, the Test Administrator Manual, Directions for Test Administration, and reference materials for grade-
specific item presentation and response collection to prepare for and administer the test. All passages, items, and response options are designed to be 
read to the students by the testing platform or the test administrator. Tests are untimed and allow for breaks between questions or sessions. The test 
administrator may pause the test as needed to best accommodate the student. 

The LEAP Connect testing window is February 13 - March 24, 2023.  

The student or the test administrator will record the student’s answers to all questions into the online testing system. Answering the ELA writing CR 
requires entering text into the response boxes; all other items require the selection of an option with the pointer tool. 
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The LEAP Connect assessments include accessibility features for all students who take the test.  
● Students should respond to MC and CR items based on their preferred mode of communication (e.g., eye gaze, assistive technology, point to a 

picture, etc.). 
● Nearly all the mathematics and science items on the LEAP Connect assessments contain visual stimuli to assist students with determining an 

answer. 
● The assessment items indicate when students may use calculators. Any student with an IEP accommodation for calculator use may use a 

calculator for every assessment item. While an online calculator is provided, students may use the handheld calculator they typically use during 
instruction on the mathematics test. 

Online tools provide additional accessibility for all students. The tools allow a student to select answer choices, “mark” items, eliminate answer options, 
take notes, enlarge the item, guide the reading of a text or an item line by line, and use a calculator. A help tool is also featured to assist students as they 
use the online system. 

● Pointer tool                   ● Sticky Note tool           ● Calculator                 

● Highlighter tool            ● Magnifying tool           ● Help Tool                 

● Cross-Off tool               ● Line Guide                     

All students who will enter their own responses and test administrators who will enter responses should work through the Online Tools Training 
(OTT) to practice using the online tools so they are well prepared to navigate the online testing system. Directions for Administration and Reference 
Materials for the OTT are available in the DRC INSIGHT Portal (eDirect) and in the LDOE Assessment Guidance library. 

Student Response Check 
Administering the Student Response Check (SRC) provides an opportunity for a test administrator who is not a student’s classroom teacher to observe 
the student’s preferred mode of response and practice entering the response into the system. The student need not respond correctly to any of the 
items; rather, the purpose is to determine whether the student can indicate a response using their preferred mode of communication and the test 
administrator can clearly identify the student’s response to each item. If the student’s response is not observable by the test administrator, the test 
administrator cannot enter the student’s response into DRC INSIGHT. Teachers and test administrators may access the SRC through INSIGHT or through 
the LEAP Connect Online Tools Training by selecting ‘Student Response Check.’ 

Vocabulary List 
Appendix C includes a list of vocabulary that students may encounter while taking the LEAP Connect assessments. This vocabulary list may be used for 
ASL translation, object replacement, tactile graphics, word boards or word banks, and AT/AAC devices. It should be reviewed prior to testing and 
incorporated into instruction. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
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Permitted Testing Materials 
Each test comes with reference materials that contain visual stimuli, formulas, a list of manipulatives, and the answer options for each test question. 
Some of the reference materials will need to be copied and cut out for student use. Some of the materials will be used as stimuli for CR items or to assist 
with answering SR items. The Directions for Test Administration (DTA) contains scripted instructions for the test administrator to provide specific 
materials to the student. The answer options may be copied and used with eye gaze boards as needed. All reference materials must be securely 
destroyed after testing has completed, including used scratch paper.  Additional graphic files are available upon request through the District Test 
Coordinators (DTCs.) 

RESOURCES
Assessment Guidance Library 
● Prioritized Connectors for LEAP Connect Assessments: prioritized 

connectors for assessment with instructional planning resources 
● Sample CRs: items, directions, and materials for ELA and math 

o ELA: Directions, Reference Materials, Webinar 
o Math: Directions, Reference Materials 

● Assessment Development Educator Review Committees: describes 
development process and includes information about participation 

● OTT Directions for Administration and OTT Reference Materials: 
provides directions and materials for the OTTs  

Practice Test Library 
● LEAP Connect Practice Tests 

o ELA grade 4: Directions, Reference Materials, Key, Graphics 
o Math grade 3: Directions, Reference Materials, Key, Graphics 
o Math grade 4: Directions, Reference Materials, Key, Graphics 
o Math grade 5: Directions, Reference Materials, Key, Graphics 
o Science grade 4: Directions, Reference Materials, Key, Graphics  

● LEAP Connect Practice Test Quick Start Guide: provides information 
regarding administration and scoring of the online practice tests 

● Procedures for Administering the Practice Tests to Students who are 
Visually Impaired, Deaf, or Deaf-Blind: provides guidance about 
administration for visually impaired, deaf, or deaf-blind 

Assessment Library 
● Achievement Level Descriptors: knowledge, skills, and processes 

students may be able to demonstrate at each level of achievement  
DRC INSIGHT Portal (eDIRECT): access to tutorials, manuals, and guides 
INSIGHTTM 
● Online Tools Training: allows students to become familiar with the 

online tools; also available here using the Google Chrome browser 
● LEAP Connect Practice Tests for ELA, Math, and Science: helps 

prepare students and teachers for the LEAP Connect assessments 
Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities Library 
● K-12 Louisiana Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities: 

describes academic content to be taught at each grade  
● ELA Guidebook Companion Resources: adapted ELA resources 
● Essential Elements Cards: guidance for teaching ELA and math  
● Science Component Cards: guidance for teaching science  
● Alternate Assessment Information, Policy, Guidance, and FAQ  
assessment@la.gov: email regarding statewide assessments  
specialeducation@la.gov: email regarding policy and services 
diverselearnersupport@la.gov: email regarding academic supports  
  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/prioritized-connectors-for-leap-connect-assessments.pdf?sfvrsn=df756518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-ela-sample-cr-grades-3-5.pdf?sfvrsn=f53b911f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-ela-sample-cr-stimuli-grades-3-5.pdf?sfvrsn=f43b911f_14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxmLLJ9LRbM
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-sample-math-cr-directions-for-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=a0e89c1f_5
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-sample-math-cr-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=a7e89c1f_5
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/assessment-development-educator-review-committees.pdf?sfvrsn=16
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/ott-directions-for-administration-(3-5).pdf?sfvrsn=52179d1f_6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/ott-reference-materials-(3-5).pdf?sfvrsn=50179d1f_6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-ela-directions-for-practice-test-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=ba33991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-ela-practice-test-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=b833991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-ela-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=b933991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-ela-graphics-files.zip?sfvrsn=4176991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-3-math-directions-for-practice-test-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=32516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-3-math-practice-test-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=31516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-3-math-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=37516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-3-math-graphics-files.zip?sfvrsn=5e9e6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-math-directions-for-practice-test-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=f432991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-math-practice-test-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=fb32991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-math-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=f532991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-math-graphics-files.zip?sfvrsn=4871991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-5-math-directions-for-practice-test-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=36516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-5-math-practice-test-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=35516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-5-math-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=30516218_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-5-math-graphics-files.zip?sfvrsn=319e6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-science-directions-fo-practice-test-administration.pdf?sfvrsn=3031991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-science-practice-test-reference-materials.pdf?sfvrsn=3631991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-science-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=3731991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-grade-4-science-graphics-files.zip?sfvrsn=e672991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-practice-test-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=922b991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/procedures-for-administering-the-practice-tests-to-students-who-are-visually-impaired-deaf-or-deaf-blind.pdf?sfvrsn=167c991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/procedures-for-administering-the-practice-tests-to-students-who-are-visually-impaired-deaf-or-deaf-blind.pdf?sfvrsn=167c991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/LA
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/k-12-louisiana-connectors-for-students-with-significant-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=c678971f_20
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEFOXrU24XJJvlFSwULtqLPz0ipuZofbsPvpzbU4pCy6OxuQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/science-connectors-component-cards-all-grades.pdf?sfvrsn=e225931f_3
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APPENDIX A: SAMPLE TEST ITEMS 

Reading Sample Test Items 

 

If the student uses clear and consistent oral speech, the student may respond to open-response items, as shown on the left. If the student does not use 
oral speech to communicate (e.g., Augmentative and Alternative Communication devices, American Sign Language, eye gaze), the student will respond 
to multiple-choice items, as shown on the left.

Sample for Student with Verbal Speech 

You are going to read some words. Read each word aloud. 

Here is the first word. 

Read this word aloud. 

 

(The TA enters option A into the online system if the student read the 
word correctly or option B if not.) 

a) The student provided the correct response. 

b) The student did not provide the correct response. 

 

Sample for Student with Nonverbal Communication 

You are going to read some words. 

Show me the word. 

(The TA reads a word aloud and the student selects the word that the TA 
read from a list of options.) 

a)  

b)  

c) 

 

 

Content: Foundational Reading 

Grade: 3   Standard: LC.RF.3.4b  

Complexity: Tier 3  Key: Verbal – A; Nonverbal – B  
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We are going to read an informational text about green tree frogs. After 
we read, you will be asked some questions about the main idea. Listen 
for an important idea of the text. 

Green Tree Frogs 

 
Green tree frogs live in Louisiana. They live by ponds. Green tree frogs 
use different body parts to live. 

Green tree frogs sleep in the day. They hunt food at night. 

 
Green tree frogs have big eyes on their heads. Big eyes help them find 
food. 

 
Green tree frogs have strong legs. They use their legs to jump. Some 
frogs can jump 7 feet. 

Green tree frogs eat insects. They eat small insects. They jump to catch 
insects. 

 

A long tongue helps the frog catch insects. The frog pulls the insect into 
its mouth with its tongue. Then, the frog eats the insect. 

The body parts of green tree frogs help them live. 

Remember, the main idea is an important idea of the text. 

What is the main idea of this text? 

 
a) Green tree frogs rest by ponds. 

 
 

 
b) Green tree frogs can be kept inside as pets. 

 
 

 
c) Green tree frogs use their body parts to live.

  

Content: Reading, Informational 

Grade: 3    Standard: LC.RI.3.2b 

Complexity: Tier 2   Key: C 
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We read about a boy named Ben. We are going to read part of the story 
again. Then you will answer a question. Listen for the present Ben gets. 

 
He runs down the stairs. He sees his gift. It is a cute, brown dog. Ben 
hugs the dog. The dog wags his tail. A smile comes across Ben’s face. 
Ben got a dog! 

What did Ben get? 

      

a) a bike 

   
b) a dog              

       
c) a video game 

  
 

Content: Reading, Literature 

Grade: 4    Standard: LC.RL.4.1a 

Complexity: Tier 2   Key: A 
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We are going to read a story about a girl named Hazel. After we read, 
you will be asked questions to make a summary of the story. 

A Happy Day for Hazel 

Hazel grabbed her backpack and ran out the door. 
She was on her way to school. When she reached the 
sidewalk, she heard her mother call, “Have a good 
day.” 

Hazel turned and waved goodbye. She thought to herself, “I think today 
will be a good day.” All too soon, things started to happen. 

Hazel heard a familiar bark. She looked behind her, and saw her dog, 
Daisy, following her. After running with Daisy back to her house, Hazel 
worried that she would be late to school. 

When she was almost to school, she realized that she had left her 
homework on the kitchen table. “Oh no,” she said to herself. She 
wondered if her teacher would be upset. 

The bell was ringing as she entered the school. 
School was starting. Hazel dashed down the hall 
and ran straight into the principal. “I am sorry Mr. 
Sandburg! I didn’t see you,” Hazel apologized. 

After Mr. Sandburg saw that Hazel was okay, he 
suggested that she slow down and be more careful. That was good 
advice for sure, but Hazel was still worried about being late. The day 
was off to a terrible start. 

Rushing to her seat, Hazel dropped her backpack. Before she knew it, 
Ethan had picked up the backpack. Then, Ethan hung the backpack on 
her chair. “Hey thanks,” Hazel said. “No problem, glad I could help,” he 
answered. 

Hazel was surprised because Ethan had never even spoken to her 
before. “Hmm,” Hazel thought, “Maybe Ethan would be a new friend.” 

Later that day at recess. Hazel was sitting alone on a 
bench. Adelle walked over and asked her if she would 
like to play. 

Hazel was surprised because Adelle had never spoken 
to her before. “Hmm,” Hazel thought. “Maybe Adelle 

would be a new friend.” 

Walking home from school, Hazel realized she made new friends today. 
Her mother had wished her a good day and a good day Hazel had. 

Hazel looked forward to seeing Ethan and Adelle tomorrow at school. 

You will choose sentences to make a summary of this story. 
Which sentence tells what happens at the beginning of this story? 

 
a) Hazel runs into the principal. 

 
b) Hazel makes new friends. 

 
c) Hazel leaves for school

Content: Reading, Literature 

Grade: 5    Standard: LC.RL.5.3a 

Complexity: Tier 3   Key: A 
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Writing Sample Test Items  

 

You are going to write a story about someone who was kind to someone else. An example of someone who is kind is someone who helps a neighbor 
plant flowers. You can either write about a time you were kind to someone or make up a story about someone else who was kind to someone. 

 
  

  

Content: Narrative Writing 

Grade: 4    Standard: LC.W.4.4a 
Complexity: Tier 2   Key: Rubric 
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Mathematics Sample Test Items

 

This item is about multiplying numbers. 

An array is a set of objects arranged in rows and columns. 

This is an array that shows 3 × 3. 

 
There are 3 rows. There are 3 columns. 

 

The answer to 3 × 3 = 9. 

This is another multiplication problem. 

 
What does 3 × 5 equal? 

a) 10 

b) 15 

c) 12 

 

 
This item is about rounding numbers 

This model shows the number 12.  

 
Which picture shows the model of a number that is closest to 12? 

a)  

b)  
 

 

Content: Operations & Algebraic Thinking  

Grade: 3    Standard: LC.3.OA.C.7c  

Complexity: Tier 3   Key: B 

Content: Number & Operations in Base Ten 

Grade: 3    Standard: LC.3.NBT.A.1  

Complexity: Tier 1   Key: A 
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This item is about fractions. 

This fraction bar is divided into 4 equal parts. 

 
There is 1 part that is shaded. This fraction bar shows one out of four 
parts. 

This fraction circle is divided into 8 equal parts. 

 
What part of the fraction circle is shaded?  

a) 
1

2
  

b) 
1

4
 

c) 
1

8
 

 

This is about classifying shapes. 

Shapes can be sorted into groups based on the number of sides of each 
shape. 

This is a pentagon. It has 5 sides. 

 
These are some shapes. Not all of the shapes have 5 sides. 

 
This is a chart. 

 
Look at the number of sides each shape has. Select the shapes that have 
5 sides and place them onto the chart. 

a) The student provided the correct answer. 

b) The student did not provide the correct answer. 

Content Assessed: Number and Operations—Fractions  

Grade: 3    Standard: LC.3.NF.A.1  

Complexity: Tier 2   Key: C 

Content: Geometry 

Grade: 4    Standard: LC.4.G.A.2a  

Complexity: Tier 3   Key: Rubric 
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This item is about units of measurement in yards and in feet. 

There are 3 feet in 1 yard. 

3 feet = 1 yard 

This picture shows 3 feet in 1 yard. 

 

This rope is 4 yards long. 

 

How long, in feet, is the rope? 

a) 8 feet 

b) 12 feet 

c) 16 feet 

 

Science Sample Test Items: Grade 4 

 

This item is about energy. 

Speed affects what happens when an object crashes into another 
object. A student in a science class filled a balloon with water. 

Which will cause a change to the balloon? 

a) A gentle toss to another student 

b) A hard throw against the wall 

c) A slow roll across the floor 

 

This item is about how animals use 
their body parts for different purposes. 

This is a bird. 

What is the purpose of the bird’s wing? 

a) to sing 

b) to fly 

Content: Measurement & Data 

Grade: 5   Standard: LC.5.MD.A.1b  

Complexity: Tier 2  Key: B 

Content: Physical Science Standard: LC.4.PS3.3a 

Complexity: Tier 3  Key: B 

 

Content: Life Science  Standard: LC.4.LS1.1a 
Complexity: Tier 1  Key: B 
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This is a two-part item. Be sure the student responds to this item before 
presenting the second item of this two-part set. 

This item is about changes to the Earth’s surface. 

Plants and animals can change Earth’s surface. 

Which way can animals change Earth’s surface? 

 
a) Beavers build dams. 

 

 
b) Pigs sleep a lot. 

 

 
c) Horses have hooves. 

 

This is the second item of a two-part item. Students may not return to 
the previous item. 
This item is about how people 
protect themselves from 
dangerous conditions. 

Flooding may occur when a river 
flows over its banks. People build 
permanent structures in rivers to 
control the flow of water. People 
also build temporary structures to 
prevent the effects of a flood. This 
is a table. 

People build levees to hold back 
water. A levee is a permanent 
structure. These are human 
solutions to flooding. 

The left side of the chart is 
labeled “Permanent.” Place the 
permanent structure people build to protect from flooding onto this 
side of the chart. The right side of the chart is labeled “Temporary.” 
Place the temporary structure people build to protect from flooding 
onto this side of the chart. 

 
 

Content: Earth and Space Science Standard: LC.4.ESS3.2a 

Complexity: Tier 3   Key: Rubric 

Content: Earth and Space Science  Standard: LC.4.ESS2.1b 

Complexity: Tier 2   Key: A 
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This item is about energy. 

Energy is stored in fuels. For example, 
gasoline is used in a school bus. The energy 
stored in gasoline makes the bus move.  

The stored energy is converted into the energy of motion. Here are 
examples of electric energy being converted to other energy types. 

 
This is a table.  

 

Place the example that shows electric energy being converted into light 
energy on the chart. 

a) The student provided the correct answer. 

b) The student did not provide the correct answer. 

 
 

 
 
This item is about changes to Earth’s surface. 

People can cause changes to the shape of the land. 

Which is an example of people changing the shape of the land? 

 
a) building a lake 

 
 

 
b) reading a map

 
 

Content Assessed: Physical Science Standard: LC.4.PS3.4a 

Complexity Level: Tier 2  Key: Rubric 

Content: Earth and Space Science Standard: LC.4.ESS.1.1a 

Complexity: Tier 3   Key: Rubric 
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This item is about changes to Earth’s surface. 

Water and wind can cause the breakdown of rocks. This is called 
weathering. Heat, cold, water, and ice cause weathering. 

Repeated freezing and thawing can crack a rock apart into smaller 
pieces. When water freezes in a crack in a rock, the water expands as it 
freezes. This makes the crack bigger. This is a chart. 

 
Here are stages of freezing and thawing. 

 
Place the stages of freezing and thawing in the correct order on the 
chart. 

 
 

 

This item is about how animals survive. 

Animals have body parts that provide information about their 
surroundings. This is a diagram showing an antelope.  

 
These cards show ways an antelope can sense danger. 

 
Match the body part the antelope uses when it senses the danger 
described on each card. 

 
 

Content: Earth and Space Science Standard: LC.4.ESS2.1b  
Complexity: Tier 1   Key: A 

Content: Life Science  Standard: LC.4.LS1.2b  

Complexity: Tier 2  Key: Rubric 
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APPENDIX B: RUBRICS 

Table 6. Writing Narrative Rubric Grade 3 

Rubric Elements Full Evidence Partial Evidence Limited Evidence No/Unrelated Evidence 

Organization  

The narrative establishes a 

situation (i.e., activity and 

settings) and includes a 

character with relevant 

descriptive statements. The 

response provides a 

conclusion. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● character and situation 

(activity and setting) 

● a concluding statement 

that connects to the 

situation 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● character and situation 

(activity or setting) 

● a concluding statement 

that may not connect to 

the situation 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum some evidence 

related to a character, 

situation or conclusion. 

There is no evidence of 

organization or the evidence 

is off topic. 

Idea Development  

The narrative includes a 

sequence of events that 

unfold naturally and 

develops the story using 

temporal words. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● a sequence of two 

events related to the 

situation 

● both events include a 

detail about the 

character’s actions, 

thoughts, or feelings 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● one event that is related 

to the situation 

● an event that includes a 

detail about the 

character’s actions, 

thoughts, or feelings 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum an event related 

to the situation or a detail 

about the character. 

There is no evidence of idea 

development or the 

evidence is off topic. 

Conventions  

The student uses standard 

English conventions 

(subject-verb agreement). 

The essay includes more 

than one sentence and a 

minimum: 

● end punctuation for 

more than one thought 

unit 

● one simple sentence 

with subject-verb 

agreement 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● end punctuation for one 

thought unit 

● one simple sentence 

with or without subject-

verb agreement 

The narrative includes at 

minimum one use of 

Standard English 

conventions. 

There is no evidence of 

Standard English 

conventions. 
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Table 7. Writing Narrative Rubric Grade 4 

Rubric Elements Full Evidence Partial Evidence Limited Evidence No/Unrelated Evidence 

Organization  

The narrative establishes a 

situation and includes a 

character with relevant 

descriptive statements. The 

response provides a 

conclusion. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● character and situation 

● a concluding statement 

that connects to the 

situation 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● character and situation 

● a concluding statement 

that may not connect to 

the situation 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum some evidence 

related to a character, 

situation, or conclusion. 

There is no evidence of 

organization or response is 

off topic. 

Idea Development  

The narrative includes a 

sequence of events that 

unfold naturally and 

develops the story using 

temporal words. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● a sequence of two 

events related to the 

situation 

● both events include a 

detail about the 

characters actions, 

thoughts, or feelings 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● one event that related to 

the situation 

● an event that includes a 

detail about the 

character’s actions, 

thoughts, or feelings 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum an event related 

to the situation or a detail 

about the character. 

There is no evidence of idea 

development or the 

evidence is off topic. 

Conventions  
The student uses standard 

English conventions 

(subject-verb agreement) 

The essay includes more 

than one sentence and at a 

minimum: 

● end punctuation for 

more than one thought 

unit 

● one simple sentence 

with subject-verb 

agreement 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● end punctuation for one 

thought unit 

● one simple sentence 

with or without subject-

verb agreement 

The narrative includes at 

minimum one use of 

Standard English 

Conventions. 

There is no evidence of 

Standard English 

conventions. 
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Table 8. Writing Narrative Rubric Grade 5 

Rubric Elements Full Evidence Partial Evidence Limited Evidence 
No/Unrelated 

Evidence 

Organization  
The narrative establishes a 

situation (i.e., activity and 

setting) for the story and 

includes characters. The 

response provides a 

conclusion. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● two characters unchanged 

through narrative 

● an established situation (i.e., 

activity and setting) 

● a concluding statement that 

connects to the situation 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● two characters 

● a setting or activity 

● a concluding statement that may 

not connect to the situation 

The narrative 

includes at a 

minimum some 

evidence related to a 

character, situation, 

or conclusion. 

There is no evidence 

of organization or the 

evidence is off topic. 

Idea Development  
The narrative includes 

dialogue, and events 

supported with relevant 

details and descriptive 

statements. 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● two events that connect to the 

narrative 

● both events include a detail 

related to the character’s 

action or response to a 

situation 

● one dialogue statement from 

one character relevant to the 

narrative 

The narrative includes at a 

minimum: 

● one event related to characters’ 

action/response to a situation 

● one event that includes a detail 

related to the character’s action 

or response to a situation 

● one dialogue statement from one 

character to the other character 

which may not be relevant to the 

narrative 

The narrative 

includes at a 

minimum an event 

related to the 

situation. 

There is no evidence 

of idea development 

or the evidence is off 

topic. 

Conventions  
The student uses standard 

English conventions 

(subject-verb agreement) 

The essay includes more than one 

sentence and at a minimum: 

● end punctuation for more 

than one thought unit 

● one complete sentence with 

subject/verb agreement 

The essay includes at a minimum: 

● end punctuation for one thought 

unit 

● one complete sentence with or 

without subject/verb agreement 

The narrative 

includes at minimum 

one use of Standard 

English conventions. 

There is no evidence 

of Standard English 

conventions. 
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APPENDIX C: VOCABULARY LIST 
Table 9. Elementary Vocabulary List 

English Language Arts Grades 3-5 

captions diagram heading period sentence 

central idea edit introduction phrase setting 

character essays key details problem/solution summary 

compare events main idea punctuation text 

conclusion exclamation point organize question mark topic 

describes form paragraph revise  

details format passage revision  

Mathematics Grades 3-5 

addition divided height parallel subtraction 

area division identify pattern symbol 

array equal increase perimeter tally chart 

bar graph equation length place value thermometer 

centimeters expression less than problem triangle 

data figure line plot rectangle unit 

data table formula measurement round value 

decimal fraction model shape x-axis 

decrease graph multiplication solve y-axis 

dimensions grid number square  

Science Grade 4 

amplitude diagram expand mountain sound energy 

average earthquake force natural hazard struck 

beak electricity  fossil  odor structures 

blizzard energy heat energy permanent survive/survival 

bounce energy conversion image protection temporary 

breakdown energy of motion kilometer provide topsoil 

concrete energy transfer landform reflect tornado 

conversion environment light energy  relative speed valley 

convert erode/erosion mineral soil wave 

dam evidence  motion sound  
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APPENDIX D: CHANGE LOG 

Date Changed Page Number Summary of Change 
10/12/2022 8 Added links to the practice test materials for math grades 3 and 5 

 


