
Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call
October 20, 2020



2

Agenda

I. KEA and K-3 Assessments

II. ACT and WorkKeys

III. ELPS and ELPT

IV. LEAP 360 

V. LEAP Connect

VI. LEAP 2025 

VII. SIS Dropout Corrections

VIII. Accountability

IX. NAEP



KEA and K-3 Screeners
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KEA and K-3 Screeners

For school systems who have been affected by the hurricane, please reach out to the department if 
there will be delays for reporting due on November 7.  The Birth-Grade 3 Assessments has a suite of 

resources available to help school systems (and early learning centers) with assessment administration for the 

2020-2021 school year.

NEW DATE Due November 16:

• Deadline for data managers to submit the KEA and K-3 literacy screener data with the SIS K-3 

Assessment Collection. 

• Fall Checkpoint Early Childhood TS GOLD. Visit the Early Childhood (pre-K) Assessment Guidance for 

Various Learning Environments for additional information.

• The SIS K-3 Assessment Collection window will open October 26 for data submission. 

Due November 20:

Act 688 Survey- districts are required to report the number of students referred for gifted screening based on 

their performance of the literacy screener, with the literacy screener being at least one indicator used in 

consideration for gifted screening. DTCs and Special Education Coordinators should work together to submit 

only one form per district. This data will be reported to BESE. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/sis-quick-access.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/early-childhood-(pre-k)-assessment-guidance-for-various-learning-environments-2020-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=7255981f_6
https://form.jotform.com/LDOE/k-3-literacy-screening-act-688


ACT and WorkKeys
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ACT: Upcoming Key Dates

Please check the ACT State Testing site for an updated Schedule of Events.

• October 20 - Administer the makeup ACT for standard time testing

• October 20-26 – Administer the makeup ACT for accommodations and/or supports.

• October 22 - Pre-scheduled FedEx pickup for standard time ACT materials at the district 
office.

• Note: Receipt deadline at ACT is October 27. Late arriving answer documents will 
not be scored.

• October 28 - Pre-scheduled FedEx pickup for ACT materials from accommodations 
and/or supports at the district office.

• Note: Receipt deadline at ACT is November 2. Late arriving answer documents will 
not be scored.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/louisiana.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ScheduleofEventsACT-Fall-LA.pdf
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ACT: Reporting

ACT Class of 2020 and LDOE Summary

On October 14, ACT released their Class of 2020 report, and at the same time the 
department released ACT summaries.

• The department methodology for calculating averages is not the same as the one used by ACT.

• The department uses the highest score earned by a student instead of most recent score to 
align with the state’s accountability model.  

• The department uses actual grade 12 enrollment as recorded in SIS, rather than self-reported 
information.

• A student-level roster is now available on the secure ftp.

Score Reports

Score reports will be available 3-8 weeks after ACT administration.  All reports available in 
PANext should be downloaded and saved. PANext will open on November 2 for spring 
testing, and prior administration reports will no longer be available.

For additional ACT information, contact assessment@la.gov or patricia.newman@la.gov

mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:patricia.newman@la.gov
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ACT: What’s Next?

What’s Next?

The scores earned in October will be added to all available scores for the students in grade 
12.  In January, schools and systems will receive the first of two ACT Match/No Match file 
releases.

• The ACT Match list will include all students in grade 12 in 2020-2021 who have a score on 
file with the department, including scores from national test site administrations.

• The ACT No Match list will include all students in grade 12 in 2022-2021, for whom the 
department has no score.

• All students, except students who have taken LEAP Connect assessments, will be required 
to have an ACT score by May 2021 for use in the SPS



ELPS and ELPT
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ELPS and ELPT

Federal law continues to require that all students who may need additional supports as English learners be 
screened within the first 30 days of a student’s initial enrollment.  Currently, there is no remote option for 
the ELPS.  In circumstances where an in-person screening is not possible, the department has issued 
Guidance for Provisional Identification of ELs.

To access score reports for incoming students who are transferring from a Louisiana public school:
• Enter the student into TIDE
• View ELPS/ELPT scores using CAI reporting
• Transfers across school systems are managed by the department. To access records for students who 

are transferring to your school system from another school system, please contact 
bryan.gendron@la.gov or assessment@la.gov.

Schools should not delete EL students from TIDE who are no longer enrolled. Deleting a student prohibits 
the receiving school’s ability to access the student’s record.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/guidance-for-provisional-identification-of-els.pdf?sfvrsn=eaf9981f_4
mailto:bryan.gendron@la.gov
mailto:assessment@la.gov
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Exiting Students with Disabilities After Four Years

In 2019, BESE approved a change that substantially limits the exit of students with 
disabilities from EL services and ELPT testing after four years.

The only students who are eligible for exit after four years are students whose disability 
substantially limits the ability  to acquire language of any kind in any language.  This policy 
does not permit exit determination on the limited acquisition of the English language alone.  

• The IEP should support the decision to exit a student whose disability substantially 
limits the ability to acquire language.

• In some cases, an exemption from a domain may be possible instead of removing 
students entirely.
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Access to TIDE for ELPS and ELPT

The ELPT TIDE Portal is used to administer ELPS and ELPT testing.  District test coordinators are given 
access to this system if the contact is updated on the School System Contact Form. A number of 
resources are available to test coordinators in the portal.

• Online Tools Training (OTT) helps users 
become familiar with the system, its functionality, 
and item types.

• ELPS and ELPT User Guides helps users navigate 
the test delivery system and understand how to 
manage tests and students in the system.

• Webinars and Trainings are modules designed to 
support the user as they manage tests and students; 
set permissions for users.

For additional ELPT information, contact assessment@la.gov or bridget.harris@la.gov

https://la.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OV42FXuzfGf7qcStIQm2FXWwpKxUAQ54WZp2g2XF5Xw/edit#gid=328762584
https://la.portal.cambiumast.com/training-tests.stml
https://la.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/elps-resources/
https://la.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/webinars-and-trainings-tc/
mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:bridget.harris@la.gov
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LEAP 360 Interim Assessments

The LEAP 360 interim assessments became available on October 15.  The LEAP 360 School System and 
Teacher Guides and the Quick Start Guide will be updated prior to opening.  A number of resources have 
been updated and are now available in the assessment library:

• LEAP 360 Interim Assessment Quick Start Guide

• A Teacher's Guide to LEAP 360

• A School System's Guide to LEAP 360

• Remote Access and Administration of the LEAP 360 Diagnostic and Interim Assessments

For additional information about LEAP 360 administration, contact assessment@la.gov or bryan.gendron@la.gov

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-360-interim-assessment-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=dee0941f_25
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/a-teachers-guide-to-leap-360.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/a-school-system's-guide-to-leap-360.pdf?sfvrsn=ad769a1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/remote-access-and-administration-of-the-leap-360-diagnostic-and-interim-assessments.pdf?sfvrsn=d00e991f_4
mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:bryan.gendron@la.gov


LEAP Connect
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LEAP Connect IEP Determination

In order for students to be eligible to take the LEAP Connect assessment, a current IEP must 
include data used to determine the eligibility and meet all other qualifying components.  
Policy requires that this determination should be completed no later than 30 days prior to 
the opening of the state’s testing window, which is February 1, 2021.  

Students should be identified as eligible for LEAP Connect no later than January 2, 2021.
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LEAP Connect Practice Test

A new LEAP Connect practice test will be available at the end of October.

• Students with significant cognitive disabilities in grades 3 through high school may take 
the LEAP Connect practice tests to help prepare them for the assessments administered 
in the spring. The practice tests allow students and test administrators to do the 
following: 

• become familiar with the testing format 

• practice using the online tools for computer-based tests and interacting with the 
secure testing platform 

• respond to some of the types of questions they may find on the LEAP Connect test

• practice using the Directions for Practice Test Administration (test administrators) 
and the reference materials 
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LEAP Connect Practice Test Resources

The LEAP Connect Practice Test Quick Start Guide is now available in the assessment 
library.

• Teacher access information for the assessments available

• Links to the DRC user guide, which provides information for setting up sessions, 
directions for administration and preparation of reference materials as allowable

• Information about the availability of reports: student and test session response maps 
and data file

LEAP Connect Practice Test directions, reference materials, and answer keys can be found 
in the practice tests library.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-practice-test-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=922b991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests


LEAP 2025
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LEAP 2025:  Grades 3 and 4 Enrollment Verification

From October 1 - October 31, each school system is required to enter enrollments for 
schools for grades 3 and 4 paper or online testing into the DRC INSIGHT Enrollment System. 
School  systems will also verify enrollment numbers. 

To enter enrollments in eDIRECT:

1. Select My Applications and then select Materials
2. Select Enrollments within Materials
3. Under the Administration drop‐down box, select the appropriate Administration
4. Under School, select the school for which enrollments will be entered
5. Click Show Enrollments



LEAP 2025: Grades 3 and 4 Enrollment Verification

6. Confirm testing mode for grades 3 and 4 for all schools.



LEAP 2025:  Grades 3 and 4 Enrollment Verification

7. Confirm or update counts in the grid. 
• Enrollment numbers are prepopulated with 2018 initial enrollments.
• Verify or update the 2019 counts with the enrollments for 2020. This will ensure that accurate 

materials quantities are available for your schools and included in initial shipments.

• If a school no longer hosts a grade, zero out any numbers that appear.

Note: It is important to include all students that require the consumable test booklet accommodated 

version, including English Learner and PNP students requiring test read aloud.

8. Click Complete.

Assessments 

listed here
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LEAP 2025 Assessment Development

• LDOE Assessment Development will convene LEAP 2025 Science Stimuli Review 
Committees in Lafayette for the following grades at the listed dates and times:

• Grade 3: November 14 (9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.)

• Grade 5: November 21 (9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.)

• Grade 7: November 14 (1:30 p.m.-5 p.m.)

• Grade 8: November 21 (1:30 p.m.-5 p.m.)

• The committees will review stimuli to ensure the materials on the LEAP 2025 Science 
tests are fair and appropriate for all students and will allow an opportunity for students 
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in science. Participants may each earn a 
stipend and be reimbursed for mileage to and from the meeting.

• Interested science teachers (including those who work in special education or with 
English Learners), supervisors, and content specialists should complete the interest 
survey to apply to participate by October 29.

https://forms.gle/5jmjbwAjkU1d55q87
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Key Dates for Fall High School Administration

October 26:  

• DRC INSIGHT opens for test setup and assignment of TA numbers

• Testing manuals will be available online 

November 9: 

Accommodated materials delivered to school systems

November 10, 2020-January 12, 2021

Additional materials window
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LEAP 2025 High School Assessments
Fall Administration

Some reminders about the LEAP 2025 fall administration:
• Covid preventive measures must be in place and aligned to the state requirements for the appropriate phase.
• There is no remote testing option to date, and there is no exemption for students who are learning through a 

virtual experience.
• Students who are retesting do not have to be accountability coded if they do not test.
• Assessment waivers for graduating seniors will end on August 31, 2020. All seniors who have not exited will be 

required to meet original testing requirements unless they qualify for the Covid exemption below.
• The Covid exemption, approved by BESE in June, removes the subject test requirement for a student: 
• who earned the high school assessment-eligible course credit in the spring of 2020 and
• has never taken the    

subject assessment for the course in a prior administration. 
• The exemption applies to a single subject and not to the  pair. Each subject in a pair must be evaluated 

separately.
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Test Security: Preparing for Administration

Prior to administration of any state assessment district test coordinators are required to train school test coordinators 
in test security as well as any school system-level staff that may be participating in test administration or monitoring.  
School test coordinators are required to train school-level staff (e.g., test administrators, proctors, monitors).

Resources available for test security training include:
• Test Coordinator and Administrator Manuals and
• Test Security Training for Schools.

Next steps for district test coordinators:
• Access Test Security Training for Schools.
• Schedule school test coordinator and school system staff test security trainings.
• Provide test security training to school test coordinators and school system staff.
• Support school test coordinators in scheduling and providing training to school staff.
• Plan for school system active monitoring test administration.
• Submit online assessment schedules to assessment@la.gov.
• Fall LEAP 2025 test schedules should be emailed to assessment@la.gov by November 1st. 

mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:assessment@la.gov
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Test Security: Violations of Policy

Violations of test security are defined in Bulletin 118 and include:

• Administering tests in a manner that that would give examinees an unfair advantage or disadvantage

• Giving examinees access to test questions prior to testing

• Examining any test item at any time (except for providing certain accommodations)

• At any time reproducing or discussing all or part of any secure materials

• Coaching or interfering with examinees in any manner during testing

• Altering or interfering with examinees’ responses in any manner

• Administering previously administered or current forms of any statewide assessment

• Failing to account for and secure test materials

• Conducting testing in alternate environments without approval

• Failing to report any testing irregularities

• Participating in, encouraging, or failing to report any violation

Violations of test security can result in the revocation of a teaching or leadership certificate as defined in Bulletin 746.
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Testing Irregularities: Definition and Reporting

Definition:

A testing irregularity is any incident in test handling or administration that leads to a question regarding the security of 

the test or the accuracy of the test data.

Process for reporting:

• All testing irregularities must be reported in writing to the School Test Coordinator, who must then send the 
written reports to the District Test Coordinator.

• School systems may only send the following information to the department

• Louisiana Secure ID

• First letter of first name

• First three letters of last name

• Birth date only (excluding birth month and birth year)t Administrat



29

Access: Definition and Processes

Definition:
Access is defined as handling the materials, reading, reviewing, or analyzing test items or 
student responses, either before, during, or after testing except where providing approved 
accommodations.

Processes for limiting access:
• Limiting keys to locked secure areas
• Conducting all precoding and sorting of materials in central secure locations
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Secure Materials: Definition and Procedures

Definition:

Test materials that contain administration test items or student responses and to which access is restricted

Secure test materials include:

• student test booklets

• student answer documents

• student log-in information

• any other materials containing test items or student responses (e.g., scratch paper)

Processes to ensure the proper accounting of materials:

• Check in and check out procedures that include counting of materials

• Procedures for distribution, collection, disposal of materials such as scratch paper

• Appropriate training of all involved in assessment administration

• Monitoring of processes during administration to ensure maintained security
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Active Monitoring

Definition:
Active monitoring means that test administrators should be actively engaged in observing students’ 
behavior at all times during the administration of state assessments.

Practices to ensure active monitoring:
• Active monitoring involves moving about the testing area so students’ actions can be viewed from 

multiple vantage points.
• Test administrators should not be engaged in other activities that would distract or prevent them 

from accomplishing this task.
• Test administrators should glance at the screen or tops and margins of the test booklets to ensure 

that students are working in the correct area of the test.
• Test administrators must be aware that active monitoring also applies to maintaining test security 

during breaks by limiting interaction between students.
• Test administrators testing in a small group should pay attention to ensure students receive the 

appropriate accommodations at the appropriate times.
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Active Monitoring: Violations of Test Security

While it is essential to actively monitor during test administration, it is considered a violation 
of test security for test administrators to do any of the following:

Unauthorized viewing of test content for any reason other than to ensure students are 
working on the correct area is a violation and can include:

• Viewing test content long enough to determine the essence of a question or prompt

• Looking at test content to determine if a student marked responses

• Viewing test content to see if a student used a strategy

• Memorizing test questions

• Copying test questions

• Examining a graph or illustration
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Preventing Plagiarism

Plagiarism occurs when a student duplicates another student’s response or an external 
source.  Examples include similar responses across multiple answer documents or copying 
information from internet resources.

Practices to prevent plagiarism:
• Administering the assessment to students taking the same test within the same day
• Limiting reopened sessions by scheduling in such a way that ensures student completion 

of individual sessions
• Prohibiting or limiting the use of other electronics within the testing environment
• Limiting access to backpacks and other belongings during the administration
• Ensuring technology readiness prior to administration in order to prevent previewing and 

reopened test sessions
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Testing Students with Accommodations

Test administrators testing students with accommodations should be provided with the 
following:

• A list of the accommodations each student is set to receive and when they should receive 
them

• Training on the accommodations each student will receive
• Processes for communicating with the testing coordinator should questions or issues 

arise during administration

Test administrators testing students with accommodations, including small group, are 
expected to actively monitor during administration including moving about the room and 
ensuring limited student interaction during any breaks.



SIS Dropout Corrections
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SIS Dropout Corrections

The department will host a SIS dropout corrections period from August 6 to December 4. It is extremely 
important that all potential dropout information be finalized in SIS. There will be no corrections made to 
2019-2020 dropouts for accountability purposes during any accountability data certification process.

The SIS dropout corrections process will be coordinated through school system data managers.  
Accountability contacts are encouraged to work with data managers to assure that all dropouts affecting 
accountability calculations are verified or removed.  Although there will be no release of school 
performance scores in the fall of 2020, dropouts carry over to future years in the DCAI and cohort 
graduation indices and will not be corrected during data certification.

For additional information about SIS corrections, contact system.support@la.gov

mailto:system.support@la.gov


Accountability
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Growth to Mastery Target Rosters

The department posted growth-to-mastery target rosters in September.

• Rosters will be available on the secure ftp

• Site codes for students will reflect the site at which the student was enrolled in 2019-
2020.  After the October 1 collection closes, the rosters will be updated.

• The growth target will use the last scale score earned by the student to set targets 
based on the number of years students have until they are enrolled in grade 8, 
Geometry or English II. 
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School Performance Score Index Formulae

SCI is reported on a scale from zero to 150, and is measured by how well schools perform on 
the following indices.
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K-8 and 9-12 Progress Index:  
Two Key Questions for Celebrating Student Growth

Question 1:  If students are not yet 
achieving Mastery, are they on track 
to doing so?

• Every student scoring below 
Mastery will receive a simple, clear 
growth target for the following year 
that illustrates the growth required 
to be on track to Mastery in ELA 
and math by 8th or 10th grade.

• If a student achieves the target, the 
school shall earn 150 points (the 
max points possible). Otherwise, 
move to question 2.

Question 2: Are students growing at a rate 
comparable to their peers?

• Using Louisiana’s value-added model, it is 
possible to compare students’ individual 
performance to that of similar peers.

• Schools will earn points based on students’ 
growth percentile as compared to peers.

• 80th-99th percentile (150 points)

• 60th-79th percentile (115 points)

• 40th-59th percentile (85 points)

• 20th-39th percentile (25 points)

• 1st-19th percentile (0 points)

NOTE: The progress index is averaged across two years of results.
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Setting Targets in a Skip-Year Model

The skip-year progress index model assumes that students would perform the same way as they 

would have in the prior year.  Targets are set using the 2019 scale scores for ELA and math as the 

2020 scale scores.

Student 2019 scale score in grade 5 ELA= 740

Student 2019 scale score carried over to calculate target for 2021=740

The way the numerator and denominator are determined will not change with this model.

• Numerator=actual scale score subtracted from 750 (in case above=10)

• Denominator=number of years left to matriculate to grade 8 (in case above, student is now in 

grade 7, so the denominator is 1.
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What grades are included 
in the “skip-year” VAM? (K-8)

Due to the lack of 2020 assessments, growth can only be calculated for grade 5 and higher.
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Growth-to-Mastery Targets for SY 2020-2021

The department proposes calculating growth-to-mastery targets for use in Step 1 of the 
Progress Index consistent with the targets set using the 2018-2019 assessment results. 

Example: 

• Jill was in 4th grade in 2018-2019 and earned a scale score of 730.
• Jill was in 5th grade in 2019-2020 and did not take any assessments.
• Jill is in 6th grade in 2020-2021. She is 20 points away from the lowest scale score 

needed for Mastery (750) based on her most recent assessment from 2018-2019.
• Jill has 3 more years to demonstrate Mastery for 8th grade. She would need to grow 7 

points each year (20 pts / 3 years) to reach the lowest score possible for Mastery based 
on her current grade and her most recent scale score. 

• Jill’s growth-to-mastery target for 2020-2021 is 737 (730 + 7).



NAEP
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NAEP 2021

• All schools selected for participation in the 2021 administration of NAEP have been notified 
by email from Rebecca Frederick.

• January 25 and March 19, 2021: Testing window has been extended 2 weeks to 
accommodate the variation in school schedules. 

• District test coordinators were copied on notifications and should help schools prepare for 
the assessment.

• Review the School Coordinator Responsibilities: A Guide to MyNAEP that was emailed 
to all schools selected for NAEP

• Remind principals that they must designate a NAEP school coordinator to service as 
the liaison for all NAEP activities

• Encourage designated school coordinators to access the MyNAEP site 
(www.mynaep.com), and register with the ID number they received in the emailed 
notification

•
For questions, contact rebecca.frederick@la.gov

http://www.mynaep.com/
mailto:rebecca.frederick@la.gov


Call Summary
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Call Summary

Month Key Deadlines Support and Resources

October • Complete enrollment verification, select PBT or CBT for 
grades 3 and 4, select fall testing window in DRC INSIGHT

• Begin test setup and assignment of TA numbers for fall 
high school administration beginning 10/26

• Access test administration manuals online 10/26
• Administer LEAP 360 interim assessments
• Selected schools assign NAEP school coordinators
• Screen or provisionally identify students who may need 

additional EL supports
• Access LEAP Connect Practice Test resources

● 2020-2021 School System Support Calendar
● Educator Resource Guide
● School System Planning Resources
● 2020-2021 Assessment Calendar
● KEA and K-3 Literacy Screener Guidance for Various 

Learning Environments
● Guidance for Provisional Identification of Els

● Assessment@la.gov
● LEAP Practice Test Resources

November • Send testing schedules for Fall High School admin by 
November 1

• Finalize reporting for KEA and K3 by November 16
• Finalize report for gifted referrals by November 20
• Office Hours Tuesdays at 3:45

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/school-system-support-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=3b1d8d1f_185
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/educator-resource-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=b733941f_30
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-improvement
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/kea-and-k-3-literacy-screener-guidance-for-various-learning-environments.pdf?sfvrsn=a624981f_30
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/guidance-for-provisional-identification-of-els.pdf?sfvrsn=eaf9981f_4
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/guidance-for-provisional-identification-of-els.pdf?sfvrsn=eaf9981f_4
mailto:Assessment@la.gov
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/

