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Guiding Beliefs

Louisiana’s students—all of them, no matter race, disability, or creed—are as smart and 
capable as any in America. They have gifts and talents no lesser than those given to any 
children on this earth. 

Louisiana has worked hard to raise expectations for students, and as a result, students are 
performing at higher levels than ever before. 

While Louisiana has made great strides in increasing life opportunities for its students, there 
remain serious challenges in Louisiana’s schools. Often these challenges are experienced to 
the greatest extent by children of historically disadvantaged backgrounds. 

As educators, we have a powerful role to play in helping all students overcome the challenges 
they will experience on the way to leading healthy and productive lives as adults. 
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Agenda

● Innovative Assessment Pilot

● Interests and Opportunities

● Upcoming Meetings



• Adopted higher standards to increase accountability 
(Louisiana State Standards)

• Created and scaled quality, text- and content-rich 
curriculum (ELA Guidebooks)

• Built assessments with a focus on quality (LEAP 2025)

• Supported implementation of quality curriculum with 
aligned PD

• Reduced testing through development and 

implementation of comprehensive assessment system 

• Design and develop innovative assessments

Louisiana’s Theory of Action and Strategy:
Aligning and integrating what matters most 



Pilot Benefits

The benefits of the new assessment are:

• Equity: All students have the opportunity to develop background knowledge, rather 

than advantaged students accessing knowledge never made available to others.

• Focus: Rather than drilling only individual skills, teachers can focus on background 

knowledge and making meaning of full texts.

• Integration: Social studies knowledge and literacy proficiency can be measured in 

one instrument, building knowledge of the world and blending nonfiction and 

fiction texts.
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What do we know about knowledge?

“Background knowledge is the main driver of language comprehension, whether 

written or spoken. 

Disadvantaged students are disproportionately dependent on schools to provide the 

background information that will make them effective readers because wealthy 

students have greater opportunity to gain this knowledge at home.”

-Daniel Willingham



Case for Change in Literacy Assessment

States historically measure reading and writing skills, such as summarizing passages and 

locating main ideas, without acknowledging the books and texts that students have studied 

in their classrooms. However, research shows that as students increase their background 

knowledge by reading texts on the same topic, they are better-prepared to access more 

complex texts and subjects over time. Assessments—along with standards, curriculum, and 

teacher training—signal what most matters in the classroom, so assessments should also 

acknowledge the importance of background knowledge.

The English language arts curriculum in Louisiana has knowledge domains as its foundation, 
so Louisiana is uniquely positioned to develop assessments that draw on students’ deep 
knowledge of content and books from their daily classroom experiences.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units/


Louisiana’s Innovative Assessment Pilot

Louisiana submitted a proposal for the pilot in April 2018 in response to a provision in 
ESSA by which select states are allowed to develop and pilot new high-quality 
assessment formats in lieu of the existing statewide achievement tests. 

Initially, Louisiana and New Hampshire were the only states to submit proposals. 
Georgia and North Carolina submitted in 2019.

The Louisiana’s proposal to pilot an innovative English assessment was the first to be 
approved by the U.S. Department of Education. 

Louisiana now has five years to develop, pilot, and expand the innovative assessment.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lGE1rNburBvIomp8IbujgbfhZctaru-cvzAociCXACGceCPXsrW2xSqBCIRt7Y83QeH3891nElfJteRlMIhJki0l77L40zddwp0AaCGD6MufyABSgNk9QMtJ9pgBCi0Ur9gwve7lvB5i-CBW0T7TmANHAfV3K7vIvB-OVsog8k5m10Lrs5Jwq9auQ5kmcQvKytEsUcTPtesSDgI7ThprZ7M2Bu7AUQpo&c=wLK1TIx1kzZ0OWDduTj7ZIq9x_KgSX1B9gi121ocMcAGjx_tCXynWg==&ch=ou4mFfsWHye7026cmBV35jvMNLKye-K51tLl8qABm0GlsF2n0Nt5KA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lGE1rNburBvIomp8IbujgbfhZctaru-cvzAociCXACGceCPXsrW2xSqBCIRt7Y83QeH3891nElfJteRlMIhJki0l77L40zddwp0AaCGD6MufyABSgNk9QMtJ9pgBCi0Ur9gwve7lvB5i-CBW0T7TmANHAfV3K7vIvB-OVsog8k5m10Lrs5Jwq9auQ5kmcQvKytEsUcTPtesSDgI7ThprZ7M2Bu7AUQpo&c=wLK1TIx1kzZ0OWDduTj7ZIq9x_KgSX1B9gi121ocMcAGjx_tCXynWg==&ch=ou4mFfsWHye7026cmBV35jvMNLKye-K51tLl8qABm0GlsF2n0Nt5KA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lGE1rNburBvIomp8IbujgbfhZctaru-cvzAociCXACGceCPXsrW2xSqBCIRt7Y83rhkqNxmCqx1wjWVZ0j71Ed-Fqf40u1vHOpV_pWXdu4WVmN1iy-7gQlbGkDyCP7gUe8hQejiDps8vXpuyFq0fRKBvTf10R6sePgjZchX3IXbe0f2m3iPvDXhj0bkzua7GVfyz_A4VlA3J6PgAybcm_O9gT4VYYfa357BnBQ3kf7o=&c=wLK1TIx1kzZ0OWDduTj7ZIq9x_KgSX1B9gi121ocMcAGjx_tCXynWg==&ch=ou4mFfsWHye7026cmBV35jvMNLKye-K51tLl8qABm0GlsF2n0Nt5KA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lGE1rNburBvIomp8IbujgbfhZctaru-cvzAociCXACGceCPXsrW2xSqBCIRt7Y83rhkqNxmCqx1wjWVZ0j71Ed-Fqf40u1vHOpV_pWXdu4WVmN1iy-7gQlbGkDyCP7gUe8hQejiDps8vXpuyFq0fRKBvTf10R6sePgjZchX3IXbe0f2m3iPvDXhj0bkzua7GVfyz_A4VlA3J6PgAybcm_O9gT4VYYfa357BnBQ3kf7o=&c=wLK1TIx1kzZ0OWDduTj7ZIq9x_KgSX1B9gi121ocMcAGjx_tCXynWg==&ch=ou4mFfsWHye7026cmBV35jvMNLKye-K51tLl8qABm0GlsF2n0Nt5KA==


By including knowledge and books on the test that align with the knowledge and books taught in Louisiana 

classrooms, the innovative assessment pilot aspires to help students achieve deeper learning and improve reading 

comprehension.

The new assessment format will measure student understanding of pre-identified knowledge and texts by:

● Combining English and social studies tests to streamline state testing;

● Including passages on the test from books that students have read in class, rather than only passages from books 

that students have not ever read before;

● Having students complete shorter reading and writing assessments over the course of the year, rather than 

conducting only one test at the end of the year, to give educators updates on students' progress; and

● Offering school systems choices as to which books and which assessments their students will take.

Pilot Framework



Pilot Design Timeline
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● School systems across the state have volunteered to participate in the initial phase of 

the pilot.

● In 2019-20, 7th grade students in these school systems will take the new humanities 

assessment instead of LEAP 2025 ELA and math.

● The pilot application proposed adding grades and participating school systems each 

year, starting with grades 6 and 8 in 2020-21. 
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Agenda

● Innovative Assessment Pilot

● Interests and Opportunities

● Upcoming Meetings
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Timeline

Louisiana’s ESSA plan proposed an Interests and Opportunities indicator to measure whether 
schools are providing students with access to a well-rounded education, exposing them to diverse 
areas of learning in which they can develop their skills and talents.

To allow for time to develop, vet, and pilot this new measure, the ESSA plan said this measure 
would be implemented in the 2019-20 school year following stakeholder engagement to “identify 
fair ways of measuring access to these quality student experiences” (pages 44-46).

http://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-believes/louisianas-essa-state-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=f219971f_23
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Interests and Opportunities Objectives

Over the last two years, the Department has worked with local stakeholders and national experts to 
develop this new measure. Louisiana stakeholders have articulated the need for a measure that is:

● Simple and easy to implement, while also valid and reliable like all Louisiana’s accountability 

measures; 

● Fair for all schools and school systems, regardless of size and access to resources;

● Provides a menu of means by which schools can demonstrate success;

● Ready to be implemented full scale and with high stakes in the 2019-2020 school year as 

defined in Louisiana’s ESSA plan; and,

● Above all, represents Louisiana’s values and high expectations for all kids.

This has not been done anywhere in the nation. However, the Department is committed to finding a 
solution that represents stakeholder input and the vision articulated in its ESSA plan.
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Index Components

Louisiana’s partner organizations all recommended three central components to measure enrichment offerings:

1. School-Based Opportunities: How does the school foster student interests through a variety of 
school-based enrichment opportunities?

2. Enrollment and Participation: Do all students have access to, and participate in, enrichment coursework?

3. Best Practices in Teaching and Learning: Do enrichment courses provide for student mastery of content, 
aligned to Louisiana student standards?

The first two criteria can be measured across various enrichment areas and do not require creating new systems 
of measurement. 

However, course quality measures and Louisiana Student Standards vary by enrichment area. Developing tools to 
accurately measure this aspect of enrichment experiences will require additional time and input from Louisiana 
educators. 

Therefore, the next slide outlines a phased approach that represents the three components above and reflects 
stakeholder feedback.
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Proposed Framework and Implementation Timeline

Measure Description 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

School-Based 
Opportunities

Schools select from a menu of opportunities across areas. Examples of 
suggested menu items include:
● Does the school offer clubs, sports, or other co-curricular and 

extra-curricular activities accessible to all students? 
● Does the school have dedicated community partners? 
● Does the school integrate enrichment in core academic classes 

(e.g., immersion, Leader in Me, STEAM)? 
● Does the school provide 30 minutes of recess every day to all kids, 

and/or do most students participate in interscholastic sports? 

K-8 K-8 + HS 
Pilot 

All 
Grades

Course Enrollment Measures the percent of students enrolled in courses in each legally- 
required enrichment area (art, PE, and world languages in grades 4+).

K-8 K-8 + HS 
Pilot

All 
Grades

Best Practices in 
Teaching & Learning

Tool used to evaluate standards-aligned course progressions in one 
enrichment area of focus (art, PE, or world languages).

Pilot K-8 + HS 
Pilot

All 
Grades
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Questions for Consideration

The framework outlined in these slides seeks to balance feedback across all stakeholders, and is the 
starting place for a more in-depth discussion of accountability policy. In developing these policy 
details, some questions that need to be considered include:

• Through what process will LDOE develop and maintain the menu of school-based 
opportunities? How many points should schools earn for each? (e.g. 10 menu options worth 5 
points each for up to 50 points)

• How should this framework be applied in the high school context, given TOPS University and 
Jump Start diploma requirements? (e.g. define course enrollment across 4 years by cohort)

• How much should each component of the framework be weighted in the overall index score? 
(e.g. 50/50/50)

• What policies and processes are needed to check the accuracy of school system reported 
information related to these measures? (e.g. superintendent verification, audits)
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Agenda

● Innovative Assessment Pilot

● Interests and Opportunities

● Upcoming Meetings
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Scheduled Spring 2019 Meetings

• May 13
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Appendix



Elementary/Middle School  Enrichment Course 
Requirements (Bulletin 741)

D. Elementary Minimum Time Requirements

1. The elementary grades shall provide a foundation in fundamentals of the language arts, mathematics, social 
studies, science, health, physical education, and cultural arts.

2. Each grade level, grades one through eight, shall provide instruction aligned to state-approved standards.

3. Elementary schools shall offer an articulated foreign language program for 30 minutes daily in grades four-six, 
and 150 minutes per week in grades seven and eight.

a. If an LEA does not have a program for foreign language instruction in grades 1-12, a program shall be 
required upon presentation of a petition requesting the instruction of a particular foreign language. The 
superintendent of the LEA shall determine the required number of signatures needed.

b. For identified special education students, the IEP committee shall determine the student’s eligibility to 
receive foreign language instruction.

E.   Each public elementary school that includes any of the grades kindergarten-eight shall provide at least 30 minutes 
of quality, moderate to vigorous, organized physical activity each day for all students.

F.   Each public elementary school shall provide 60 minutes of instruction in the performing arts and 60 minutes of 
instruction in the visual arts each school week for students in kindergarten-grade eight.



Preliminary Data on Course Offerings

While most high schools offer art, music, or world language courses, just 44% offer computer/ 

technology courses. Just 25% of elementary/middle schools report offering world languages.


