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By the end of this session, you should be able to 

• define the approach of learning acceleration in math;
• identify high-quality materials designed to accelerate math learning;
• review a sample acceleration plan; and 
• reflect on necessary structures to support learning acceleration. 

Objectives
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school structures 
prioritize all students’ 

successful engagement 
in high-quality, 

grade-level core math 
instruction alongside 

peers

timely, proactive 
interventions 

connecting 
prerequisite learning to 
upcoming and current 

grade-level work

ongoing 
professional 
learning and 

proactive planning 
are essential for 

effective teaching 
and accelerating

families, 
caregivers, and 

communities play 
an essential role at 
all ages and stages

The Louisiana Math Comprehensive Plan outlines state and system actions to support 
math success for all students. 

Louisiana’s Math Pillars

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/louisiana-math-refresh-comprehensive-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=5d66018_2
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Accelerating Math Learning
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What is Acceleration?

Source: Hawaii Office of Curriculum and Instructional Design

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UsG3CRLdrEuTF6GV7myXkT1g0nKJDjBielI2PzKXzwk/edit#slide=id.p1


6

more of this… less of this…

● emphasis on forward movement; unfinished 
math learning is systematically addressed just 
in time for new concepts

● ensuring all students, including students with 
disabilities and English Learners, have daily 
access to high-quality, grade-level learning 
alongside peers

● math instruction across settings (e.g., tutoring, 
extended learning time) is connected to core 
instruction and of the same standard of quality, 
prioritizing individualized supports that ensure 
readiness to engage in grade-level work

● emphasis on backward movement, reteaching 
every “missing” skill or concept in isolation 
from grade-level work

● structuring extended learning time and 
interventions so that students miss sacred core 
ELA, math, science, or social studies instruction 

● instructional and intervention time is passive 
and isolated from core (e.g., focused on 
worksheets or computer-based fluency drills), 
and/or students are engaging with work that is 
better suited for earlier grades

Accelerating Math Learning
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Key
Findings

Elementary and middle school students who consistently used Zearn 
Math scored significantly higher on 2022 LEAP than matched peers who 
did not use Zearn Math. This finding was consistent across Black and/or 
Latino students, economically disadvantaged students, multilingual 
learners, students in special education, and chronically absent students.  

Impact was greatest for Louisiana students not yet meeting Mastery: 
these students gained 1.5 to 2.0 years of math learning in one academic 
year when they consistently used Zearn Math.  

70% of students at the lowest level of math achievement who 
consistently used Zearn Math improved their achievement level on the 
2022 LEAP, compared to just 45% of students at the same starting level 
who did not use Zearn. 

Zearn Impact Study
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Acceleration Cycle

Diagnose students’ unfinished learning of the 
prerequisite content knowledge and skills. 

Plan for timing and content for acceleration support for 
all students.   

Deliver just-in-time, curriculum-aligned support.

Monitor progress to adjust supports based on student 
performance. 
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Accelerate Math Resources

Accelerate Math resources include

• Acceleration Tools, which function as screeners to diagnose unfinished learning ahead of a 
topic of instruction;

• Google Slides for teachers and/or tutors to plan for and deliver individualized supports; and
• Tutoring Exit Tickets to monitor student understanding.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-math.pdf?sfvrsn=433c6618_14
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Accelerate Math
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Acceleration Tools
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Tutoring Slide Presentations
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Exit Tickets
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Accelerate Math Updates: Tutoring Exit Tickets
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High School Guidance

Accelerating Learning in High School provides guidance specific for Algebra I and Geometry 
teachers by

• connecting to the most widely implemented curricula; and
• highlighting curriculum embedded accelerating supports. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/accelerating-learning-in-high-school-math.pdf?sfvrsn=29486318_2
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Sample 
Planning



19

Grade 4 Module 2 Topic B
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Tools for Acceleration

• Zearn as supplemental to another core
• Accelerate Math
• Curriculum embedded acceleration supports
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Implementation: Key Look Fors

Pillar 1: Intentional Structures
There are structures within a school that must exist to support the implementation of 
Accelerate. School leaders should have these practices reflected in their master schedule. 

Pillar 2: High-Quality Materials
High-quality materials are the bedrock of quality tutoring.  School leaders should ensure that 
teachers and students have access to and use resources that complement and are directly 
connected to the high-quality core curriculum to prepare students for new learning. 

Pillar 3: Effective Instruction 
Ongoing formative assessment should drive the instruction for individual students or small 
groups with common needs. Effective instructional practices delivered by effective educators will 
substantially accelerate learning in both math and reading for students with unfinished learning. 



23

Reflection

1. What structures are in place at your school to support the use of acceleration in math? 
2. Which high-quality materials will be used in your school’s acceleration program? 
3. How do you plan to promote and support effective instruction?



Questions?
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Upcoming Webinars 

In support of the Math Refresh, the Department is hosting a Summer Webinar Series. 

Webinars will be held on the following dates from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
○ Thursday, July 20 - Fluency Resources 

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/math-refresh-summer-webinar-series.pdf?sfvrsn=6a46018_2
mailto:stem@la.gov
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Contact Information

Please contact STEM@la.gov with any questions or to 
request an individualized call to support your 
implementation planning efforts.

mailto:STEM@la.gov

