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3The Growth of Empires

CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic

Framing Question: What factors 
helped Rome become a major power? 

The city of Rome was founded in the 700s BCE.
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CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic
In 509 BCE, the Romans overthrew their last king and established a republic.

Framing Question: What factors helped Rome become 
a major power? 
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CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic
Plebeians gained political rights in Rome about 450 BCE.

Framing Question: What factors helped 
Rome become a major power? 
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CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic
The Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage were fought from 
264 to 146 BCE.

Framing Question: What factors helped 
Rome become a major power?
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CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic
Julius Caesar conquered Gaul between 58 and 50 BCE.

Framing Question: What factors 
helped Rome become a major 
power? 
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CHAPTER 1: The Roman Republic
Julius Caesar was assassinated in 44 BCE.

Framing Question: What factors 
helped Rome become a major power?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
In 30 BCE, Octavian emerged victorious in the civil war that followed 
the assassination of Julius Caesar.

Framing Question: What caused the fall of the 
Roman Empire?



10The Growth of Empires

CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
Octavian, now called Augustus, became emperor in 27 BCE.

Framing Question: What caused the fall of the 
Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
The Pax Romana lasted from 27 BCE to 180 CE.

Framing Question: What 
caused the fall of the 
Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
In 30 CE, Christianity began to spread across the Roman Empire.

Framing Question: What caused the 
fall of the Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
In 286 CE, Diocletian split the Roman Empire into eastern and western 
halves.

Framing Question: What caused the fall 
of the Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
Constantine became the first Christian Roman emperor in 312 CE.

Framing Question: What caused the fall of the 
Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
The Western Roman Empire fell in 476 CE. 

Framing Question: What caused the fall of the 
Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 2: The Roman Empire
During the 500s CE, Justinian I created the Code of 
Justinian for the Byzantine Empire.

Framing Question: What caused 
the fall of the Roman Empire?
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China
In 221 BCE, Qin Shi Huangdi founded the Qin dynasty.

Framing Question: What factors influenced 
Chinese culture during the imperial period?
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China
During his reign (221–210 BCE), Qin Shi Huangdi ordered 
construction of what became the Great Wall.

Framing Question: What factors 
influenced Chinese culture during the 
imperial period?
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China
The Han dynasty ruled China from 202 BCE to 220 CE.

Framing Question: What factors influenced Chinese 
culture during the imperial period?
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China
The start of the travels of Zhang Qian in 138 BCE laid 
the foundation for the Silk Road, a trade route that 
connected China with Western lands.

Framing Question: What factors 
influenced Chinese culture during 
the imperial period?
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China

Framing Question: What factors 
influenced Chinese culture during the 
imperial period?

Papermaking was invented in 105 CE, during the Han dynasty.
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CHAPTER 3: Imperial China
The magnetic compass was invented around 300–200 BCE, during 
the Han dynasty.

Framing Question: What factors influenced 
Chinese culture during the imperial period?
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