
Bayou Bridges: A Closer Look
Bayou Bridges is a K-8 Louisiana Social Studies Curriculum for whole-class instruction created in partnership with the
non-profit Core Knowledge Foundation®. Bayou Bridges is designed to align with the student expectations of the 2022
K-8 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies and was created using criteria similar to the quality indicators of the
instructional materials review rubric.

Bayou Bridges units are a coherent set of plans which ensure students have broad and deep knowledge about the world,
are able to express reasoned and nuanced arguments, and are prepared to participate in civic life. Each unit topic is
organized around a framing question, such as “To what degree were efforts to address the Great Depression and Dust
Bowl effective?”, and contains engagingly written texts along with color illustrations, photographs, maps, and primary
source documents.

Support is central to the design of Bayou Bridges. Student-friendly unit readers and resources create a consistent
structure across all grades and lessons, which helps students and teachers stay on track and work toward a series of unit
assessments aligned to end-of-year expectations. Detailed lesson plans provide scaffolds that connect specific objectives
to Louisiana state standards. Further, these materials advance Louisiana Literacy by building explicit content knowledge
and disciplinary literacy skills. All units emphasize primary sources and have been reviewed by subject matter experts,
typically university professors.

Teachers across the state began piloting Bayou Bridges in the fall of 2023 and have continued to provide feedback to
ensure that Louisiana teachers and students have access to a high-quality, affordable curricular option.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_20
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_20
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/curricular-resources/2022-2023-imr-rubric---social-studies-k-12.pdf?sfvrsn=8a126218_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/louisiana-literacy


What comes with Bayou Bridges?
Each Bayou Bridges unit has a teacher guide, a student reader, and instructional slide decks.

● Teacher guides contain resources for teachers to build their own content knowledge, lists of core vocabulary,
pacing guides, and calendars, detailed lesson plans with scaffolds that connect specific objectives to Louisiana
state standards, formative and summative assessments with scoring rubrics, and student-facing
worksheets/activity pages.

● Student readers offer engagingly written text, organized around framing questions, along with color illustrations,
photographs, maps, primary source documents, vocabulary sidebars, and a glossary.

● Each instructional slide deck contains editable visual aids to reinforce the big ideas, chronology, and context of
the unit.

Because the lessons include everything a teacher needs to teach, teachers can focus on adjusting the lesson supports so
all students meet the lesson and unit assessment goals, instead of spending time searching for or creating resources.

The student readers and teacher guides include many resources:
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How do I access and purchase Bayou Bridges?
Bayou Bridges is a K-8 Louisiana Social Studies Curriculum that is easy to access and use. These materials are an open
educational resource (CCBY Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International) available for free download and free use
non-commercially. The units can be used, adapted, shared, and printed without permission, with the understanding that
for any reuse or distribution, you must make clear the license terms of this work. Low-cost print copies of these materials
are also available for purchase. To implement Bayou Bridges units, teachers will need access to the teacher guides, the
student readers, instructional slide decks, and the student materials. All decisions about access are local decisions.

View detailed information on how to access Bayou Bridges materials and communicate with schools and teachers.

For additional information about Bayou Bridges, access the Louisiana Department of Education’s Bayou Bridges webpage
or contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/bayou-bridges-materials-access-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=d6a56018_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/bayou-bridges
mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov

