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Learning Objectives:

This training is designed to 

• Reflect on current daily routines and activities and brainstorm strategies to 
improve interactions within these activities with a focus on analysis and reasoning 
and integration. 

• View exemplar CLASS videos and identify behaviors of teachers that align with 
high levels of effective interactions.

• Use videos or scenarios to measure the depth, duration, and frequency of 
interactions in examples provided and identify high quality interactions to 
improve practices.



When observed using the Pre-K CLASS Tool, adult/child classroom 
interactions are based on depth, duration, and frequency.

• Depth–Is it highly effective?
• Duration–How long does it occur?
• Frequency–How often does it occur?



Observe Pre-K Video

Observe Pre-K Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ccuawXjc4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ccuawXjc4c


With your current knowledge of Concept Development, did 
you observe evidence of this dimension?

Share with your table…

Time to Discuss: 



Concept Development:

● Measures the teacher’s use of instructional discussion and 
activities to promote students’ higher-order thinking skills and 
cognition 

● Focuses on understanding rather than on rote instruction.

What is Concept Development?



Concept Development 



Key Points

Concept Development Interactions are:

● Intentional

● Sustained so that children can reach a 

deeper level of understanding

● Focuses on understanding and the 

process of learning rather than the 

product
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Encourage the use of Analysis and Reasoning skills

Plan activities that focus on higher-order thinking, such as problem-solving 
and comparing and contrasting. 

● Why and/or how questions-Ask open-ended and thought provoking questions, such as 
“Why doesn’t this shape belong with others?”

● Problem Solving What opportunities will children have to think through strategies for 
solving a problem?

● Prediction/experimentation- Ask children to predict and experiment as ways to explore 
concepts and expand approaches to learning.

● Classification/comparison- Have children categorize felt pieces by shape or color and ask 
why they think the shapes are different or alike.  

● Evaluation- What are some ways you might encourage to evaluate how well it is going?



Pre-K Video
A Second Look 

Activity Focus:
Listen/Look for the teacher’s 

use of how and why questions.

Discuss: What impact does 
using how and why questions 
have on their conversation?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ccuawXjc4c


Brain Break: Questions Game



The Pre-K CLASS tool focuses on interactions between teachers and children; what 
the teachers and children do with the materials they have; how teachers 
engage and relate to children; how well learning opportunities are provided within 
activities and routines. 



Concept Development 





Brain Break: Connect Four
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Link Concepts to Previous Learning
 (Integration)

Purposefully choose learning activities, both within a given day and 
overtime, that focus on similar concepts. Make clear connections 
among these concepts so that children can apply their understanding 
to new situations. 

• Connects Concepts

• Integrates with previous knowledge- You might talk about 
shapes they see in art and science centers and how those 
shapes are similar and different: “We just used circles to 
draw snowmen; now how can we use circles when we’re 
making your cars?”



Activity:

Observe for teaching practices or 
interactions supporting Concept 
Development that were previously 
discussed throughout the 
presentation.

Let’s Practice:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJN-VpoHgqA


Table Discussion:

1. How can I use what I have learned today in my 
classroom?

2. What will this look like in our daily routine?



Utilizing the CLASS tool does not evaluate the presence of materials, the physical 

environment, issues related to health and safety, or the adoption of a specific 

curriculum or approach.  However, it is important! The CLASS tool focuses on 

what teachers do with the materials they have, how teachers engage and relate 

to children,and how teachers provide learning opportunities within activities and 

routines.  



Key Knowledge Gained



Thanks for Attending!
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