


Grades 4–8 teachers, content leaders, literacy coaches, and interventionists

• The Louisiana Department of Education and Public Consulting Group (PCG) are 
pleased to offer Professional Development Modules focused on content that is 
teacher-friendly and provides the knowledge and skills necessary for 
intermediate and middle school classrooms instruction by applying 
age-appropriate science of reading strategies. 

• Registered participants will have access to five online modules, opportunities 
for professional learning, and easily accessible tools and resources.

• The five modules feature
• Research articles
• Videos
• Multimedia presentations
• Interactive technology
• Handouts and downloads 

To be part of this exciting new literacy 
initiative, hold your phone so the QR
Code appears in the viewfinder in your 
camera app. The tap the notification to 
open the registration page and 
answer the brief survey
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Sit/Stand
• You work in the classroom.
• You work as an administrator.
• You are a reading coach/school support/media.
• You teach intensive reading.
• You teach in a content area.
• You teach special education.
• You teach second language learners
• You teach ELA/language arts.
• You don’t know what you do.



Today’s Objectives

Participants will

• Review current research on 
adolescent (grades 4-8) literacy 
and learning

• Learn what schools can do to make 
a difference



Adolescent Literacy

• Adolescent reading problems don’t begin in intermediate 
and middle school grades.

• However, good early literacy instruction does not inoculate 
students against struggle or failure later on. 

• Vocabulary at the end of first grade is a surprisingly good 
indicator of reading success into high school.

• We know enough to teach every child to read and to read 
well.  So, why isn’t it happening?



The First Step is Prevention of Reading 
Failure

Effective Instruction that includes:

• phonological word processing skills and oral language

• sequential, explicit phonics 

• strong core curriculum and teacher knowledge

• early intervention programs available to children at risk

• intensive intervention that is initiated as early as 
possible



Dysgapia – Closing the Gap
“It is now well accepted that the chief cause of the 
achievement gap is a language gap.”

–E.D. Hirsch 2003



The Effects of 
Weaknesses 
in Oral 
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Can we alter children’s 
lives if we provide very 

strong and intensive 
instruction?



Areas of the Brain Used for Reading



Right RightLeft Left

Five-Year-Olds Before Learning to Read



First Grade

Seventh Grade

   



Why Can’t Older Students Read?  

• They haven’t been

• well taught over time. 

• They haven’t been 
motivated to become 
readers.



Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading (dis) abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. B. 
Neuman & D. K. Dickinson (Eds). Handbook of Early Literacy Research, New York: Guilford Press.



The Consequences of Not Creating Students 
Who Read Well

Lack of wide reading affects:

• Fluency

• Vocabulary 

• Knowledge of the world

• Growth of strategic reading skills

And results in:

• Loss of interest in reading and learning



What percentage of your students can read and understand your 
textbooks? 

What are these students’ biggest challenges? 
(Pick 2)

• Word Reading Difficulties
• Fluency
• Motivation
• Vocabulary
• Background Knowledge 
• Text Structure
• Lack of Wide Reading



Five Steps for Raising Reading Achievement

1. Create a literacy culture in your school and community.

2. Use data and assessment to determine needs.

3. Help those students who are below grade level receive 
accelerated and powerful reading intervention. 

4. Accelerate all students’ overall levels of reading and writing 
proficiency.

5. Motivate all students to read more, read deep, read diverse 
text, challenging books, and with more accountability.



Two Big Ideas

Instruction for all students embedded in 
all subject areas that focuses on 
morphology, vocabulary, comprehension, 
and content writing.

Intervention instruction for struggling 
students.



Help students who are below grade level 
receive accelerated and powerful intervention

HOW?
✔ Deep teacher knowledge

✔ Explicit, sequential and scaffolded reading programs

✔Mastery of skills

✔ Appropriate assessments 

✔ Instruction aligned to assessment over time



Must be intensive enough 
and given enough time to 
MAKE a DIFFERENCE

and…



How Much Repetition is Needed?
Number of correct repetitions in a row of a new word 
needed to “automatize” the word – NICHD

(R. Lyons, 1997)



Two Big Ideas

Instruction for all students embedded in all 
subject areas that focuses on morphology, 
vocabulary, comprehension, and content writing.

Intervention instruction for struggling students.



What Can I Do Tomorrow?

• Gradual Release

• The Read Aloud/Repeated Readings

• Background Knowledge

• Morphological Awareness and Vocabulary

• Comprehension Strategies

• Classroom Libraries

• Increase the Amount Students Read, Write, Discuss, and 
Engage in Text (80-20 Rule)



Gradual Release of Responsibility

• Model         I do, I do, I do

• Guided        We do, We do, We do

• Peers           We do

• Individuals  You do

• We re-do    Reinforce/Reteach



The Read Aloud

An interactive read aloud is a “systematic approach to reading 
aloud where the teacher models vocabulary development, 
reading fluency, and comprehension strategies, and requires 
the students to interact and become participants in their own 
learning” (Johnston, 2016).

Read alouds support all areas of literacy development, 
exposing students to new words and grammar, increasing 
students’ interest in reading and writing (Lennox, 2013).



The Read Aloud

• Initial Read or as a Repeated Reading

• Plan the Pause

• Set Purpose

• Masterful

• Pen in Hand

• Eyes on Text

• Circulate

• Think Aloud



The Read Aloud

Turn and Talk

•What may be some positive aspects of 
reading text aloud? 

•What may be some challenges?



Background Knowledge

Background knowledge is based on students’ prior 
knowledge, language acquisition, broad based 
reading, and a wide variety of experiences. It is 
crucial to comprehending text.



What do we already know we need to do 
BEFORE reading the text?

• Images and Video

• Picture Books

• Picture Walk

• Hippocampus.org

• Before Reading Strategy- Guided K-W-L/ABC



The Guided 

4 Parts

• 1. Tell

• 2. Students write

• 3. Partners share

• 4. Conduct a K-W-L



ABC List



Background Knowledge

Turn and Talk 

• What may be some positive aspects of providing 
background knowledge? 

• What may be some challenges?



Morphology… give them a world 
of words

• Morphemes are the smallest units of meaning. 
One morpheme (flower, snow, play), and multiple 
morphemes (construction, reconstructing, 
deconstruction).  

• Morphemes provide students with numerous strategies 
for reading, spelling, and extending vocabulary. 

• As children learn common affixes and Latin and Greek 
bases, they gain new understanding of these 
meaning-based building blocks in English words (Henry, 
2017).



Twenty Common 
Prefixes Account 
for 93% of 
Occurrences



Common base elements
Twelve common Latin and Greek base elements offer 
semantic clues to the meanings of approximately 
100,000 words (Henry, 2007).



Teaching Multisyllabic Words

38

First students say the parts, then:

1. Circle the word parts at the beginning of the word.

2. Circle the word parts at the end of the word.

3. Look at what’s left, look for base words you know or 
underline the letters representing vowel sounds in 
the rest of the word.

4. Say the parts of the word.

5. Say the parts fast.

6. Make it into a real word.

7. Directly teach the morphemes.

Example:

reconstruction



Start with a Root or Base Word

• portable 

• porter 

• deport 

• deportable 

• deported 

• export 

• exported 

• exportable 

• import 

• imported 

• importable 

• transport 

• transported 

• transportable 

Such as port or joy and add suffixes and prefixes 



Morphology
How can developing knowledge around 
morphemes help students?



Vocabulary

✔ Vocabulary is a strong indicator of student success. 

✔ Students in third grade and beyond need to learn 
2000-3000 new words each year, or 6-8 words per day!

✔ Vocabulary aids comprehension by providing the reader 
with a tool, or instrument. It’s not so much the words 
themselves that help, but the knowledge they 
represent.



Vocabulary…
give them a world of words

• Direct instruction of vocabulary related to content 
can influence student achievement in 
comprehension more than any other single effort. 

• Vocabulary influences comprehension as much as 
50 – 80%.



Source: Based on data in Stahl & Fairbanks, 1986
Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement, Robert Marzano

Impact of Direct Vocabulary Instruction



How Do We Learn New Words?
Indirect Instruction

Language rich classrooms

Read-alouds 

Independent reading, wide 
reading

Sophisticated language use

Word awareness, word play

Real-world experiences

Direct Instruction

Before reading, revisit at point 
of encounter in text, and after 
reading

Engaging in word learning 
strategies

Word walls, word sorts, word 
families, images, props

Morphemes 

Multiple exposures in context 



Chosen Words Must…
• appear frequently

• be of high utility in speaking and writing

• expand existing student knowledge

• appear across domains

• be difficult to figure out in context

• be a hallmark of a well-educated person



Choosing Words to Teach and Words to 
Tell

crumbling
accomplish
geology
paleontology

pal e on tol o gy



How to Teach Words:
A Six-Step Process

1. Directly Teach  It – Examples / Student Friendly Definition 

2. Students Restate It

3. Students Picture It

4. Students Use It

5. Students Discuss It

6. Students Review It



Skepticism

Doubt or Disbelief

When it comes to 
aliens, I am full of

    ____________.

    



Vocabulary Paint Chips for Synonyms, Shades of 
Meaning, Affixes and Root Words, and for Study



Comprehension Strategies

Reading Objective (linked to standard and assessment)
Essential Questions
Background Knowledge Instruction/Activation
Morphology/Vocabulary Instruction

Read Aloud/Multiple Reads
Questioning Answering and Generating
Paraphrasing/Summarizing
Note Taking/Note Making/Learning Strategy/Organizer

Information Sorting/Organizing
Writing Instruction - Reading to Writing Connection
Discussion
Extension Activities – Application, Brochures, Presentations
Assessment Procedures



How Should Strategies be Taught?

Strategy instruction is most effective when teachers 
first model the instruction.



Reading the Text

Repeated Readings: 

• Guided, peer, teacher, silently

Comprehension Strategies

• Two/Three Column Notes

• Paired Reading  +  Question Generating

• Word/Concept Sorts



Two or More Column Format

• Visual distinction between 
main ideas and details

• Easy to study

• Good for lecture notes

• Columns can serve a variety 
of purposes

• Can be used to sort information



Two Column Notes

Character

Wilbur

Charlotte

Fern

Character Traits

Describing Words + Picture



Sample 2-Column Notes Contrast

Column 1

Gaseous planets

Metals

Athens

Quote

Column 2

Solid planets

Non-metals

Sparta

Notes



Sample 3-Column Notes Contrast/Compare

Column 1

Apples

Column 2 
Oranges

Column 3 
Both



Paired Reading

Why?
• Involves all students

• Increases knowledge and understanding of text

How?
• Students read silently, then aloud to each other, listening and 

summarizing as they go at pre-determined points

• A reads - B summarizes and poses/writes questions

• B reads - A summarizes and poses/writes questions



There are three types of distinct rock formation.  The first type of 
rock is called Igneous.  It comes from the Latin meaning, ‘made by 
fire.’ There is a good reason for its name. Igneous rock begins its 
formation deep below the earth’s surface formed when the melted  
rock, called magma, becomes trapped in small pockets. As these 
pockets of magma cool slowly underground, the magma becomes 
igneous rocks.

Igneous rocks are also formed when volcanoes erupt, causing the  
magma to rise above the earth's surface. When magma appears 
above the earth, it is called lava. Igneous rock formed from lava cools 
quickly on the Earth’s surface. 



Concept/Word Sorts

Research indicates that classifying activities 
helps students better understand content and 
helps them to see content in different ways.  
(Ripoll, 1999)



Types of Concept or Word Sorts

Opened

Students determine 
categories

Closed

Teacher determines 
categories



Closed Sort
Word Bank 

explorer, navigator, exotic, powerful, porcelain, spices, 
textiles, persistent, merchant

Words that describe 
Marco Polo

Words that describe 
traded items

Words that describe 
Khan



Closed Sort

Word Bank 

explorer, merchant, navigator, exotic, powerful, porcelain, 
spices, textiles, persistent 

Words that describe 
Marco Polo

Words that describe 
traded items

Words that 
describe Khan

navigator porcelain exotic

explorer spices persistent

merchant textiles powerful

persistent exotic



Closed Sort
Students search for words in the text

Words that describe 
Marco Polo

Words that describe 
traded items

Words that describe 
Khan



Open Sort

Students are given words to categorize.

• How would you sort these words about marine 
life?

algae swordfish lobster

blue whale clam plankton

crab puffer kelp

dolphin shark manatee



Open Sort
• How would you sort these words about marine life?

Plant life Mammals Exoskeleton
(Shellfish)

Fish

algae manatee clam puffer

kelp blue whale lobster shark

plankton dolphin crab swordfish



Make Them Readers

• Reading volume is very important in terms of 
long-term reading and vocabulary development 
(Cunningham & Stanovich,1998).

• Cunningham (2005) further recommended 
structured read-alouds, discussion sessions and 
independent reading experiences at school and 
home to encourage reading growth in students.



Independent Reading: What it Means
The volume students read is critical to the advancement of their 
reading skills and overall academic success. Harvey and Ward (2017) 
noted that “four decades of research have established that 
voluminous, pleasurable reading is key to literacy development.”

It is imperative that students develop reading stamina—the ability to 
sustain mental effort without scaffolds or adult support—that allows 
them to comprehend increasingly complex texts (Hiebert, 2014).

Cunningham (2005) further recommended structured read-alouds, 
discussion sessions and independent reading experiences at school 
and home to encourage reading growth in students.



Classroom Libraries

• Higher achieving schools had more books in classroom 
libraries than were found in lower-achieving schools.

• Higher achieving schools had more books in their media 
centers than were found in lower-achieving schools.

• Higher achieving schools had greater book circulation in 
their media center than were found in lower-achieving 
schools. (R. Allington, 2001)



Creating Readers
Who influenced you to read?

How did they do it?



Talk and Turn

Schoolwide and Classroom Book Consciousness
• Book Pass – Teaching students how to choose books 

(5 finger rule)
• Hook them on a genre, series, author
• Partial read alouds
• Peer influence, book clubs, book talks, author visits 

(email), posters with recommendations, guest 
readers, student created “advertisements”

What do you do to address reading volume, wide and deep?



Reflective Questions

• Did I offer my students a world class 
education today?

• Did I give them something to “talk about” 
or to “Twitter” about?

• If I were a student, would I have wanted to 
be in my class today?



Five Steps for Raising Reading Achievement

1. Create a literacy culture in your school and community.

2. Use data and assessment to determine needs.

3. Help those students who are below grade level receive 
accelerated and powerful reading intervention. 

4. Accelerate all students’ overall levels of reading and writing 
proficiency.

5. Motivate all students to read more, read deep, read diverse 
text, challenging books, and with more accountability.



Based on today’s conversation…

What are some concepts that you can use to 

increase students’ reading achievement?

Thank you!



Today’s Presenters
Amy Howie
ahowie@pcgus.com 

Debra Berlin
dberlin@pcgus.com 

Gerry Stefhon
gstefhon@pcgus.com

https://www.publicconsultinggroup.com/education/ 
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