


Putting the Puzzle Together: 
Making Connections between ELA 

Curriculum and LEAP 2025
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Goals

Using examples from several high-
quality ELA curricula, participants 
will better understand how the use 
of rich ELA curriculum lessons and 
activities are the best preparation 
for LEAP 2025.



4

Reflect

Imagine being a student in a classroom where all instructional 
materials, especially assessments, look just like the summative 
assessments.

• What does this mean for all students?
• How would this impact students who need extra support?
• If there were no summative assessments, what would be 

different about your instruction?
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Picture It . .  .

• Grade 6 ELA teacher 
• Part A/Part B questions are the daily expectation  
• Students were struggling with descriptive writing as two-part 

questions were not translating to much growth in their writing.
• Find supports for students to make the lessons “stick”





7

Corner Pieces

● Familiarity with test types on SAT or GRE can increase test scores

● Anne Anastasi’s seminal work indicates that gains from practice tests 
are not greater than those gains made from classroom instruction

● Graduate students did not score higher using practice tests compared 
to students without the use of practice tests. Recommendations 
include to use the practice tests as a means for feedback (Bol & Hacker, 

2001).

● Teacher assessments and standardized test scores are highly 
correlated, and the results recommend ongoing monitoring to drive 
instruction (Rimfield et al., 2019).
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It’s always the small pieces 
that make the big picture. 

What are some of the small pieces, or instructional practices, from 
your classroom that are used to make the big picture?
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What Does Success on LEAP Mean?
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What Does Success on LEAP Mean?
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Building Knowledge
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Building Knowledge
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Building Knowledge
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Setting the Purpose
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Sample Evidence-Based Selected Response 
(EBSR) 

Part A: What is the main 
idea?

Part B: Select the 
evidence that best 
supports the answer to 
Part A.



16

Sample Multiple Select

Which two statements 

best reflect how Jimmy’s 

feelings about Prince 

Brat change from the 

beginning of the story to 

the end? 
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Sample Multiple Select

Which two quotes from 
“The Tell-Tale Heart” 
best reveal the 
narrator’s 
untrustworthiness?
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Reading and writing cannot be separated. 

Reading is breathing in, 

writing is breathing out.
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Building the Big Picture
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Sample Literary Analysis Task
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Sample Narrative Task
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Sample Literary Analysis Task 
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Curriculum-Embedded Research Task
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Sample Written Response
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“A puzzle challenges the player to get from a 
problem to a solution." - Ernest Adams



27

Resources

● ELA Guidebooks Supports Flow Chart

● K-12 Planning Guidance

● Teacher Collabs 2022

● Reference Guides (3-5 and 9-12)

● Accelerate ELA Tutoring Resources Guidance for Kindergarten through 

Second Grade Interim Teacher Guides (available in INSIGHT)

● Using LEAP 360 ELA Interim Assessments

● LEAP 2025 English Language Arts Practice Test Guidance

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2020-guidebooks-supports-flow-chart.pdf?sfvrsn=415b981f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ycQWYH3vo5vyABadtwWk7l8GXLEU_3in/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uMWHiQHNUvlenIkvKw7Hvv6vY1TA9PB9/view?usp=sharing
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/using-leap-360-ela-interim-assessments.pdf?sfvrsn=b127991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-ela-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=31d4971f_15
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It’s not about the pieces, 

but how they work together.

In the 2022–2023 school year, the LDOE in partnership with the Center for Assessment is 
expanding the Louisiana Assessment Literacy Initiative. 
● The goal of the Initiative is to cultivate assessment literacy among Louisiana 

educators in order to improve student learning. 
● This will be accomplished through a series of professional learning modules that will 

occur throughout the school year.
● Up to 20 school system/school-based teams of educators from across the state will 

be accepted. Teams should include one school system leader, one school leader, and 
two teachers (one ELA, one social studies).

To apply, school leaders should complete the interest survey by June 30, 2022.

Please contact Alissa Kilpatrick at alissa.kilpatrick@la.gov with questions.

http://www.nciea.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8wPVFqk3Qb062CCda0bGbANSellkZSzrizltgLqMdvPPreQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:alissa.kilpatrick@la.gov
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“The Problem Is That We Always Look For The Missing Piece Of 
The Puzzle Instead Of Finding A Place For The One In Our Hand.” 

– Aina Radoi

Please email assessment@la.gov with general assessment questions. 

Kelly Pizani, Elementary Assessment Coordinator 

Kelly.pizani@la.gov

Barbara Holland, ELA Assessment Coordinator

Barbara.holland@la.gov

mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:Kelly.pizani@la.gov
mailto:Barbara.holland@la.gov

