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By the end of this session, you should be 
able to:

• use reference guides to provide just in 
time supports for all students 
throughout the unit’s lessons.

• identify how reference guides assist in 
preparing students for the knowledge 
needed for the LEAP and ACT.

Objectives
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Agenda

1. Overview of Reference Guide Supports

2. Determining Reference Guide Supports and Purpose

3. Building Knowledge for Success 

4. Planning for Reference Guide Use
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Reference Guides To Accelerate Learning

● Accelerating learning is a cyclical instructional 
approach that connects unfinished learning in 
the context of new grade-level learning utilizing 
high quality materials to provide just-in-time 
supports based on student needs. 

● This is accomplished when teachers focus on 
looking forward to select just-in-time supports 
that ensure student readiness to engage in 
content by building knowledge and connecting it 
to skills in content lessons. 

● The reference guides in ELA Guidebooks can be 
used to provide these just-in-time supports.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate---louisiana%27s-pre-k-12-tutoring-strategy.pdf?sfvrsn=d7366618_18
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Reference Guides

• Let’s take a moment to locate 
the Reference Guide on the 
Louisiana Curriculum Hub.

• Reference Guides are accessed 
through the materials icon.

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
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Reference Guide Contents

• Student-facing materials accelerate student learning by 
providing:

• The Basics

• Digging Deeper

• Additional Information

• Resources

• Content supports students with:

• Reading 

• Writing

• Speaking and listening
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Reference Guides: Supporting Students with Reading

Text Structure Reference Guide:

• Text types

• Text structure

• What does the reader do?
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Reference Guides: Supporting Students with Writing

Integrating Quotations Reference Guide:

• Determining evidence

• How to use evidence

• Citing the quotation correctly

• Explaining evidence
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Reference Guides: Supporting Students with Speaking and 
Listening

Academic Conversation Reference Guide:

• Preparing for discussion

• Determining role in discussion

• Abiding to norms

• Participating in the discussion
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Agenda

1. Overview of Reference Guide Supports

2. Determining Reference Guide Supports and Purpose

3. Building Knowledge for Success 

4. Planning for Reference Guide Use
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Reference Guides In the Content

Reference Guides: 

● are directly embedded in lessons 
where additional guidance may be 
needed and  

● provide just-in-time supports for 
students.
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Determining Reference Guide Use

We will examine how to use the reference guides to provide just-in-time supports to 
accelerate student learning.

Locate the Evaluation Plan for the Photojournalism unit on Louisiana Curriculum Hub then 
discuss the following questions about the Section 1 diagnostic on page 4 with your table 
group: 

• What knowledge, skills, and habits will students need to be successful on the 
Section 1 diagnostic assessment?

• Which reference guides would support student success on the Section 1 diagnostic 
assessment?

• Where are reference guides mentioned in Section 1?

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
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Agenda

1. Overview of Reference Guide Supports

2. Determining Reference Guide Supports and Purpose

3. Building Knowledge for Success 

4. Planning for Reference Guide Use
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Knowledge Required for Success on LEAP 2025

LEAP 2025 measures students’ understanding of what they read through the following:

• close reading of complex grade-level literary and informational texts
• range of texts across multiple disciplines
• tasks that ask students to read texts, answer questions, and write using evidence 
• focus on students citing evidence from texts when answering questions about a passage 

or passages.

ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) units prepare students for the demands of the LEAP 2025 
assessment by providing: 

• regular practice with reference guides to improve knowledge and skills required on the 
LEAP 2025 assessment and

• lessons and assessments that have students express their understanding, including using 
evidence to support their response
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Comparing Writing Tasks

Culminating Task from the Romeo and Juliet 
unit:

Choose a theme from the play Romeo and 
Juliet. Compare and contrast the way in which 
that theme is developed in the play and in 
one of the movies: Romeo and Juliet 
(Zeffirelli), Romeo + Juliet (Luhrmann), or 
West Side Story (Wise, Robbins). 

Write a literary analysis in which you state 
your response and logically and sufficiently 
support your response with claims. 

LEAP 2025 Sample Writing Task:

Write an essay that analyzes how 
McCaughrean draws on and transforms a 
particular passage from Pope’s translation of 
The Odysseus. Include how the two selections 
are alike and different. Be sure to provide 
details from the selections to support your 
ideas and claims. 



17

Preparing for the ACT

What is needed for student success on the ACT reading test?

• Proficiency in reading closely
• Ability to reason logically about texts using evidence and integrate information from 

multiple sources
• Ability to study written materials across a range of subject areas for purposes including:

• determining the main idea and significant details
• understanding the sequence of events
• make comparisons
• identifying cause and effect relationships and their impact
• understanding context-dependent words, phrases, and statements
• analyzing claims and evidence in arguments
• integrating information from multiple texts 

ACT information obtained from act.org
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What About the ACT?

What skills are needed for student success on 
the English portion of the ACT?

• ACT English test requires students to 
make decisions about revising and 
editing a text.

• Students are provided with short texts 
and essays in different genres that 
provide a variety of rhetorical situations. 

• Passages are chosen for their 
appropriateness in assessing writing and 
language skills.

How do the ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) units 
prepare students for this work?

• Students engage with mentor sentences 
throughout the units.

• Students are engaged with multiple texts 
from a variety of genres throughout each 
unit.

• Students have regular practice with the 
content in the reference guides to 
ensure they are prepared for the 
knowledge and skill demands.

ACT information obtained from act.org
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Agenda

1. Overview of Reference Guide Supports

2. Determining Reference Guide Supports and Purpose

3. Building Knowledge for Success 

4. Planning for Reference Guide Use
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More Than Just-In-Time

Reference guides can be used outside of the core instructional time during other 
instructional opportunities such as the following: 

• Whole-class mini lessons

• Small group instruction

• Individual support

• Include in feedback cycle
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Let’s Practice: Data-Based Decision Making

Making Data-Based Decisions:

• Select a unit from your grade level

• Consider your students or use the sample data below

• Determine how you would provide additional engagement with the reference guides as they prepare 
for either the LEAP 2025 assessment or the ACT

Sample Data:

• 50% of students are proficient in creating a thesis statement

• 25% of students are proficient in avoiding plagiarism

• 50% of students are proficient in explaining their evidence

• 75% of students are proficient in logically organizing their writing

Be prepared to share your 
thoughts when we come 
back together as a whole 

group.
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What Does This All Mean?

Students need frequent engagement with the 
reference guides to build their knowledge and skills 
during the following instructional times:

• ELA Guidebook lessons

• Acceleration 

• Mini lessons

• Small group learning

• Feedback cycle
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Reflection

We will use Jamboard to reflect on this 
session. 

Write on your sticky note:

• something you learned in this session

• how it will impact your practice as an 
educator

https://bit.ly/912RGJam



Questions?
elaguidebooks@la.gov 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

