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Objectives

By the end of this session you should be able to: 

• articulate the Acceleration Model; 
• explain the design and structure of the K-10 

Accelerate ELA lessons;
• utilize the foundational supports for the 3-5 ELA 

Guidebooks (2018); and 
• plan for implementation of ELA Accelerate for you 

school or school system. 
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Agenda

1. Overview of Accelerate 

2. Overview of ELA Resources in K-10 

3. Explore Accelerate Resources and Plan for Instruction 



5

Accelerate is an equal-access, just-in-time tutoring model that is focused on identifying, 

celebrating, and building upon the assets students bring to the learning experience. 

An acceleration approach addresses unfinished learning in an equitable way. 

Acceleration means connecting unfinished learning in the context of new learning, 

integrating new information and the needed prior knowledge. 

Accelerate
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What is Acceleration?
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Purpose

Louisiana believes that all students, including students with disabilities, English learners, and 

students who persistently struggle, can achieve grade-level standards. To ensure that this 

vision is realized for all students, the following things have to be true.

1. All students should access on-grade-level instruction every day through a high-quality 

curriculum in the least restrictive environment. 

2. Supports for students should supplement instruction and accelerate student progress by 

preparing students for new learning. 

3. All teachers who support struggling learners, including but not limited to general 

education, special education, English learners, and intervention teachers, should be 

trained on the curriculum and should plan in a coordinated way to ensure all students 

are prepared for grade-level content during core instruction.



8

Core Pillars

Accelerate has three core pillars with practices identified in each pillar that provide the
highest academic return on investment. For maximum impact, these pillars must be 
implemented in tandem.
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Agenda

1. Overview of Accelerate 

2. Overview of ELA Resources in K-10 

3. Explore Accelerate Resources and Plan for Instruction 



Accelerate ELA Resources in K-2
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Accelerate ELA for K-2

Accelerate ELA K-2 resources:

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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K-2 Foundational Lessons

Accelerate ELA K-2 Foundational Skills Lessons:

• Warm up activity (phonological awareness);

• Fluency passages;

• Sound sorts; 

• Comprehension; and

• Writing (guided practice, partner, independent)

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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Accelerate ELA: K-2 Knowledge Building

Accelerate ELA K-2 Knowledge Building 
Lessons:

• Multiple read-alouds/close reads from 
CKLA;

• Text dependent questions;

• Note taking and graphic organizers; 

• Vocabulary work;

• Discussion; and  

• Writing (shared and independent) 

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2


Accelerate ELA Resources Grades 3-10 
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Acceleration in ELA: Building Knowledge
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Accelerate ELA Update: Grades 3-10

Set of 7 student-
facing lessons
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The Reader’s Circles in Grades 3-10

In grades 3-10,the Accelerate ELA lessons in lessons 3-7 break down the steps in the reading 
process using the Reader’s Circles for the following texts types: 

• Literary
• Informational 
• Literary nonfiction

Each lesson has a specific reading focus that will give students extra practice with a very 
targeted reading skill.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uwVtppmffpaGMIiixhvF3IBmTIRWOJy8h4c9BQZbbtw/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fT11sKCrTi-oyIq2vVvs9TvdwS4k7yxM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/153G9qE64MLjN8Pl7Dd3zd0YL3u7o9-UZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sfTGQDY66EC1hAuh0CtrVn6LeKg0Ta1h/view?usp=sharing
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Specific Writing Practice

In grades 3-10, each lesson offers opportunities for specific writing practice on the following 
skills:

• Creating complex and varied sentence structures

• Forming claims

• Writing topic sentences

• Selecting relevant evidence

• Embedding and citing text evidence

• Developing quality paragraphs to text-dependent prompts

• Practice with figurative language 
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Table of Contents as Menu of Learning Options

The department provides a Table of 
Contents to assist teachers in selecting 
lessons that will best meet their students 
needs. Ideally, these lessons will be taught 
immediately before the skill arises again in 
the Guidebooks unit.

Sample Lesson Set with Table of Contents

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iapmhQTuiEhknXt_p6lc9rPAVzgeLkQSWrmq5X5wBcM/edit?usp=sharing


Supplementing Accelerate Lessons 
with Foundations Supports from 

ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2018)
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Supplementing Foundations Supports with 
ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2018)

For students who need additional phonics instruction to assist them with accessing the 
knowledge and skills needed for the unit’s lessons, the department has developed 
Foundational Skills Supports for ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2018) and this includes Foundations 

Support Guidance to assist teachers with meeting the needs of all students. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19KXukSZVSFcpmWLNGBB3IWF8CvlhuL_K/edit#heading=h.3whwml4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19KXukSZVSFcpmWLNGBB3IWF8CvlhuL_K/edit#heading=h.3whwml4
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How can these resources be used in districts that do not use 
ELA Guidebooks?
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Agenda

1. Overview of Accelerate 

2. Overview of ELA Resources in K-10 

3. Explore Accelerate ELA Resources and Plan for Instruction 
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Let’s Discuss

Reflect on what you have learned thus far in this session then, with your table groups, 
discuss how your school or school system can implement ELA Accelerate Resources next year 
and what is needed for teachers to prepare to implement it in grades K-10. 

As you reflect and discuss implementation, consider the following: 

• How are the resources organized and how will you use them?
• Which students will benefit from tutoring with these resources the most?
• How will you prepare to accelerate your students’ learning ?
• Will you make printed copies or have students answer digitally?
• What training is needed at your school or in your school system? 
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How should educators prepare to teach 
these K-2 Skills and Knowledge Lessons 2021-2022?

Foundational Skills:

• Know the tier 1 curriculum used in your school. Accelerate learning of the sounds or 
skills that are coming up in the curriculum and pre-teach those prior to class instruction.

Lesson texts:

• Determine the topics around which the texts building knowledge. Plan for how this new 
knowledge will support students in the high quality curriculum your district is using 
either in reading, science or social studies.

Meeting the needs of all students:

• Consider which standards are most difficult for your specific students. Pre-teach 
academic vocabulary that students will need  for success in upcoming learning.
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How should educators prepare to teach 
these Accelerate ELA 3-10 2021-2022 Lessons?

Know the Guidebook Units or the texts within your curricula:

• Decide which topics around which the texts are building knowledge

• Determine how this new knowledge can support students in the high quality curriculum your 
district is using either in reading, science or social studies.

Meeting the needs of all students:

• Use formative data to decide which standards-aligned reading questions and writing skills 
students are having trouble understanding.  Analyze the data to decide if the barrier is the 
text,  the language of the questions or both.

• Which specific writing skills are confusing to your students? 

• What academic vocabulary needs to be taught and retaught for success in upcoming 
learning? 
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Let’s Plan with the Accelerate ELA Resources!

At your table, review the resources for your grade-level and use your note catcher to begin to 
plan for the implementation of ELA Accelerate to accelerate your students’ learning. 
Accelerate ELA resources are posted under the Guidance section of the Accelerate landing 
page and it includes:  

Grades K-2
• Accelerate ELA K-2 2021-2022
• K-2 Accelerate ELA Tutoring Resources

Grades 3-10 

• Accelerate ELA Grades 3-10 2021-2022 
• Text Titles and Where to Teach (for Grades 3-10)
• ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2018) Foundations Supports

https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/163EOJkI7cvCu-gR5MjbK2Xt4_9fRhlPrZ-DWLci8E1g/copy
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/accelerate
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HrBrcE3ueQhKSiRBxbIastXldMA8CvfIks8im0WZjp0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-3-10-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=618f6418_2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uwVtppmffpaGMIiixhvF3IBmTIRWOJy8h4c9BQZbbtw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-foundations-supports-(grades-3-5).zip?sfvrsn=9b58991f_2
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Guidance for Commonlit.org

Here are some resources to help you succeed with commonlit.org:

• Quick Start Guide for Teachers 
• Quick Start Guide for Students  

This video shows you all of the available resources for helping students access the text, 
including Guided Reading Mode and Annotation.

https://support.commonlit.org/hc/en-us/articles/360001723733-Quick-Start-Guide-For-Teachers
https://support.commonlit.org/hc/en-us/articles/360001919994-Quick-Start-Guide-for-Students
https://youtu.be/AYbySPF_a1I
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Next Steps 

• Review ELA Accelerate guidance and materials. 
• Continue to plan implementation of Accelerate for 

your school or school system. 
• Complete the survey to provide us with feedback so 

we can continue to improve ELA Accelerate. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScIY2EJXBAUwyRI4RYGHMavm4vWxq_-8--ynEYyxoRMZ0DibA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Contact ELA Guidebooks
elaguidebooks@la.gov 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

