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Kimberly Eckert
Director of Educator 

Development
kimberly.eckert@la.gov 

Torey Hayward
Director of Teacher Leadership 

Development
toriano.hayward@la.gov 

Be a Teacher. Save the World! 
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Objectives

Today, we will explore your pathway to becoming a Louisiana teacher by:

• examining the need for amazing teachers across the state of Louisiana

• learning about different pathways to teaching from incredible, 

homegrown, superhero educators  

• exchanging ideas between generations in order to reimagine a stronger 

teaching force for Louisiana’s students   
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• Why teach?

• Pathways to the Louisiana Classroom 

• Panel Introductions & Discussion

• Questions & Answers

Agenda



Why teach?

“Teaching is the one profession that creates all other professions.” 
- Unknown



As a break out room, decide the
three most important characteristics of a “good” 

teacher to have in Louisiana in 2021.

Choose a spokesperson to share when we return.

Breakout
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The Next Generation of Louisiana’s Teachers...

Growth mindset
Displays empathy and curiosity

Collaborative Leadership
Creativity 

Problem Solving
Supportive of others
Challenges thinking

Open to learning about different cultures, opinions, ideas, values
Seeks out or responds well to coaching/constructive feedback 

Social awareness
Good communication and listening skills



Panel of Teachers 
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Louisiana Workforce Data
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Louisiana Workforce Data
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Louisiana Workforce Data

In 2019-2020, 73 percent of the teacher workforce was predominately white and not 
representative of the race/ethnicity of the student population they serve.
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Louisiana Workforce Data
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Begin your journey now!

The road to teaching can take many paths. The Louisiana Pre-Educator 
Pathway, through grow your own programs across the state, aims to build a 
strong homegrown workforce. 

These opportunities: 

• encourage bright, creative young people to try out teaching and become 
advocates for all aspects of education.

• help students develop transferable, relevant skills through leadership 
development and student teaching experiences. 

• create local teaching workforces that match the diversity and needs of 
Louisiana’s communities.   

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/teaching/louisiana-pre-educator-pathway
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/teaching/louisiana-pre-educator-pathway




What should aspiring educators be doing now to 
begin their journey to the classroom?



Panel Q&A with Aspiring Educators

Please take a moment to put any questions you have for the 

panel in the chat at this time. 
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Idea Exchange

In your breakout room use the following questions to 
guide your conversation:

• As current students and educators, what are the 
most pressing issues you see in schools related to 
the teaching workforce?

• What do you see as the biggest challenges to 
becoming a teacher? What are ways to overcome 
these challenges?



Share Out



Panel Closeout


