


WE’LL BE GETTING 
STARTED SHORTLY!

Please feel free to introduce yourself in the chat, 
but we will be using the Q&A feature for all 

questions during the webinar.



Louisiana’s Knowledge Packs:  
A Partnership with CommonLit



At the bottom of the webinar screen, you’ll see three buttons.

If you’d like to ask the CommonLit team a question during the 
webinar, click Q&A.

Please only use the Chat function to introduce yourself to other 
attendees.

There is no need to use the Raise Hand feature during this webinar.

Who we areWEBINAR NORMS
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Introduction to CommonLit
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Matt Stephens, Senior Curriculum Writer
Koye Oyedeji, Senior Curriculum Writer

● Be Prepared to Participate

● Stay on “mute,” but there will 

be lots of opportunities to 

share out

● Make it Count!

Norms for the presentation 



CommonLit’s digital lesson library 
includes:

• Over 1,500 English reading passages 
for ELA, Social Studies, and Science 
that serve students in grades 3-12

• Over 500 authentic Spanish reading 
passages

• Literary and informational texts

Who we areCommonLit.org Fast Facts



CommonLit’s online platform 
includes:

• Lesson planning resources for 
teachers

• Standards-aligned assessment 
questions

• Digital tools to help diverse learners
– Text-to-speech, translation in 30+ 

languages, and digital annotations 
• Data tracking tools to help teachers 

and students measure progress

Who we areCommonLit.org Fast Facts



CommonLit has proven to be an effective, engaging, research-based reading 

program.

Based on analysis of over one million students using CommonLit during 2017 
and 2018, evaluators found that:

○ Students who complete more CommonLit assignments experience greater 
gains in reading performance

○ Increased CommonLit usage is associated with more students at proficient 
or mastery level on a state assessment

○ Students at Title I (low-income) schools experience greater gains on 
CommonLit
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CommonLit.org



Introduction to CommonLit

Presented by
Matt Stephens, Senior Curriculum Writer
Koye Oyedeji, Senior Curriculum Writer

Let’s take 5 minutes to learn 

more about how you’ve used 

CommonLit so far this school 

year.

We’ll use Padlet:

https://padlet.com/rob304/ir

fn01epzoyd1k4s

Activating Prior Knowledge
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What are Knowledge Packs? 

What is the purpose of Knowledge Packs? 

Knowledge Packs are meant to build students’ knowledge and 

vocabulary in order to increase reading comprehension and 

understanding of the world around them. 

What are Knowledge Packs?

Knowledge Packs are topically/thematically related text sets 

curated by CommonLit in partnership with LDOE content staff. 

Six Knowledge Packs were created each grade level in grades 

3-12. 
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How do Knowledge Packs Support High-Quality ELA 
Instruction? 
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How to Use Knowledge Packs?

• Traditional In-person Learning: These resources can be 
used to make small group instruction more meaningful for 
students. Teachers can support students in volume of 
reading and building knowledge while other students 
engage independently in one or more activities to support 
making meaning of complex, grade-level texts.

• Virtual/Hybrid and Analog Distance Learning: These 
resources can be used to give students meaningful, 
independent practice to support core instruction when 
they are learning asynchronously from home without the 
support of a teacher.
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Where are Knowledge Packs Located?

Knowledge Packs are teacher-facing documents that include 
options for high- and low-tech options. 

These materials are available for download on Louisiana 
Believes. Grades 3-8 are also available through the bulk 
downloader tool on Louisiana Curriculum Hub. Each ELA 
Guidebook unit folder will have a folder entitled 
“Knowledge Packs.” 

If students access materials virtually through CommonLit, 
teachers can utilize accessibility features to meet the needs 
of diverse learners, including but not limited to students 
with disabilities.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/louisiana-curriculum-hub-bulk-downloader-directions.pdf?sfvrsn=405b981f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/louisiana-curriculum-hub-bulk-downloader-directions.pdf?sfvrsn=405b981f_2
https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
https://www.commonlit.org/
https://blog.commonlit.org/commonlits-guide-to-accessibility-for-schools-districts-and-states-29cebdefd820
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Zooming In: A Closer Look at Knowledge Packs

What is in a Knowledge Pack? 

• Purpose of Knowledge Pack

• Six Knowledge Pack Text Sets

• Texts must be accessed through CommonLit

• Directions and Templates for Knowledge Building and 

Vocabulary Journals

• Teacher Directions for Implementation

• Analog/Print

• Virtual/Technology Enhanced 

• Final Project Directions and Tool

• Sample Student Schedule

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/grade-06---knowledge-packs.pdf?sfvrsn=5db6991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/grade-06---knowledge-packs.pdf?sfvrsn=5db6991f_2
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Tour of CommonLit.org

You can watch “Everything You Need to Know About CommonLit in less than 10 Minutes” here.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38nVDyOfi4Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38nVDyOfi4Q
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Participants will learn how to
differentiate instruction, based on 
formative data, using CommonLit 
texts and digital tools.

• Discussion Questions
• Translation tool
• Text-to-Speech
• Real-Time Data
• Guided Reading Mode
• Videos
• Digital annotations 

Objectives



We are going to 
use the poem 
“Mother to Son” 
by Langston 
Hughes for our 
lesson planning 
activity.

Group ActivityGuided Practice 



Group ActivitySupports for “Mother to Son” 

Ways to support struggling 
readers / ELLs

Ways to support on-level / 
advanced readers



Group ActivitySupports for “Mother to Son” 

CommonLit features that support differentiation:

● Related Media - Videos
● Discussion Questions
● Text Pairings
● Guided Reading Mode
● Text-to-speech
● Translation in 30+ languages
● Digital annotations and highlighting



Supports for “Mother to Son”

Which of the “related media” 
videos would you use to 
support struggling readers 
or ELLs? 

Which would you use to 
support on-level and 
advanced readers?

Example from “Mother to Son” on CommonLit 



Group ActivitySupports for “Mother to Son” 

Ways to support struggling 
readers / ELLs

Ways to support on-level / 
advanced readers

Watch “The Harlem Renaissance” with 
students to help them gain background 
knowledge.

Have students watch “Langston Hughes – 
Biography” to gain additional knowledge.

Take 

to read the poem and jot 
down ways you would use 

CommonLit to support 
advanced and struggling 

students

5 MIN.

Go to bit.ly/CommonLitPD to access the 
lesson planning template



Group ActivitySupports for “Mother to Son” 
Ways to support struggling 

readers / ELLs
Ways to support on-level / 

advanced readers
Watch “The Harlem Renaissance” with students to 
help them gain background knowledge.

Have students watch “Langston Hughes – 
Biography” to gain additional knowledge.

Provide headphones to lower-level readers so they 
can use the text-to-speech feature.

Use the Discussion Questions after reading the text 
to push students’ thinking.

Work with students to identify the first few 
metaphors and similes and determine what they 
mean.

Texts such as “The Harlem Renaissance” and “Think 
Mothering Young Kids is Hard? Get Ready for Even 
Tougher Times” are complex informational texts 
that could expand students’ understanding.

Turn off some or all Assessment Questions for 
struggling students and have them prioritize Guided 
Reading Mode questions. 



Work expectations

Choose at least 1 text from 
CommonLit and complete the 
planning template for how you’ll 
support the following students: 
•struggling readers / ELLs 

•on-level / advanced readers

Independent work expectations 



Group ActivityYour turn 

Ways to support struggling 
readers / ELLs

Ways to support on-level / 
advanced readers

Go to bit.ly/CommonLitPD to access the 
lesson planning template

Take 

10 min.
Choose at least 1 

CommonLit text and 
complete the graphic 

organizer.



Debrief - How did it go? 

Please share 
your answers 

in the chat! 

1. Successes and/or roadblocks? 
2. Any lingering questions about 

CommonLit.org?
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


