
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks (2020) were designed with four guiding principles in mind.  

Learning Community 

The guidebook units are designed to help students establish, build, and expand their learning community. Students 

work both collaboratively and independently throughout the guidebook units. 

Knowledge 

Each guidebook unit is based on a text set. Text sets are a series of texts organized around an anchor text or topic that 

guide and focus student learning and knowledge development.  

Text sets represent a diversity of authors and genres while also providing coherence among the texts so that students 

systematically build knowledge of substantive texts and topics. Text sets are built around authentic, celebrated texts 

that give students the opportunity to dig deeply into topics to help students build knowledge of the world around them 

and prepare students for college, careers, and civic life. 

Choice and Flexibility 

The design of the ELA Guidebooks allows opportunities for flexibility and choice for both teacher and student.  

At the program level, teachers choose which development guidebooks to include in the grade or course. At the lesson 

level, a provided suite of optional support and extension activities allows a teacher to choose which activities to include 

within the lesson to best support student needs. Specific guidance on how to adjust lessons for timing and students’ 

needs is provided.  

 

Students also make choices within the guidebook units. Students are able to choose independent and group reading 

texts  throughout the year. In the final guidebook unit of the year, the application guidebook, students choose an area of 1

study that interests them to explore a text or topic related to one of the development guidebooks. 

Coherent System of Instruction and Assessment 

Everything that a student needs to master grade level standards is provided in the guidebooks and is openly licensed. 

This includes a coherent system of curriculum-embedded assessments. Each guidebook unit concludes with a 

culminating task, which requires students to incorporate the knowledge, skills, and habits they have developed 

throughout the unit. 

 

In the guidebook units, assessment is accomplished through three main practices.  

 

  

1 A list of independent reading titles will be made available in Fall 2021.  
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INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACHES 

In Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks, students read, discuss, present, or write in each activity. Activities follow approaches for 

reading, discussing, presenting, and writing.  

 
● Prepare to Read: Students prepare to read the text, including setting the context and developing reading skills. 

They also make choices about independent reading, and tasks to explore during the foundation and application 

guidebooks. 

● Establish Understanding: Students acknowledge what they already know about the text, author, and time 

period in which the text was published. They then read and react to the text. They also conduct research to 

gather information about the topic or idea. 

● Deepen Understanding: Students use questioning, evidence gathering, and analysis to attend to details, analyze 

the relationships among those details, delineate argumentation, evaluate information and the effects of texts, 

and determine meaning and purpose of texts, analyzing how perspective impacts both. 

● Extend Understanding: Students make connections among texts and ideas.  

 
● Prepare to Discuss: Students establish and organize their thoughts by forming claims and gathering evidence. 

● Discuss: Students engage in the discussion and adhere to established norms. 

● Reflect: Students formally reflect on the quality of the discussion. 

 
● Prepare to Present: Students work to understand the task, to determine their focus, and to refine their thinking 

in response to the task. Students answer questions, gather and organize evidence, and conduct research. 

Students also form their claims and develop skills in composing presentations. 

● Develop Presentations: Students develop and revise presentations so that they conform to the expectations of 

the final product. Students organize and clearly express their ideas and incorporate visuals and multimedia 

components appropriate to the task and the audience.  

● Deliver Presentations: Students deliver their presentation and adhere to the established expectations. Students 

reflect on the process and their work. 
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● Prepare to Write: Students work to understand the task, to determine their focus, and to refine their thinking in 

response to the task. Students answer questions, gather and organize evidence, and conduct research. Students 

also form their claims or establish a context/point of view for their writing and develop skills in composing work. 

● Develop Work: Students develop and revise writing so that it conforms to the expectations of the final product. 

Students organize and clearly express their ideas and incorporate visuals or graphics appropriate to the task and 

the audience. 

● Publish Work: Students publish their final products and adhere to the established expectations. Students reflect 

on the process and their work. 
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