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Data Review and Key Takeaways
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AP© Performance Trends: Louisiana vs. National Average

Louisiana’s AP© test performance 

is improving at a faster rate than 

the national average, narrowing 

the gap from 29 percentage 

points in 2013-2014 to 19 

percentage points in the most 

recent year. 
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AP© Enrollment, Tests, and Performance: Statewide 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Students w/at least 1 AP 
course*

16,736 20,380 21,294 23,443 23,821 25,231

% 12th grade students w/ at 
least 1 AP course*

17% 25% 26% 28% 29% 29%

Students taking an AP Test 15,114 17,509 18,267 19,183 19,793 20,819 17,177

AP tests taken 21,180 24,145 25,459 27,141 28,141 30,079 25,358

Students earning a 3, 4, or 5 
on an AP test

4,542 5,456 5,931 6,519 7,330 7,305 7,982

% of students earning a 3, 4, 
5 on the AP test

30% 31% 32% 34% 37% 35% 47%



Question for Discussion:
What barriers to access in AP© classes exist?

How can those barriers be eliminated?
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Trends in AP© Participation and Performance (2014 to 2020)

• Though the number of students taking AP© tests declined for the first time in 2020, as a result of the 
pandemic, the total number of students earning passing scores continued on an upward trend.
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AP© Participation by Student Group

• Participation in AP© varies significantly across student groups. Black students and economically 
disadvantaged students are much less likely to participate in AP tests than their peers, and male 
students participate less than females.
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AP© Performance by Student Group

• Of students who took an AP© test, the proportion of those students earning at least 1 passing score, 
gaps continue to exist across student groups. However, male and female students who participate in AP© 
tend to perform similarly.



Question:
What exams are Louisiana students taking the most?
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AP© Exams

• 38 different AP© 
exams were offered 
across Louisiana in 
2018-19, with 
30,079 AP© tests 
taken.  

• 10 AP© exams, 
outlined below, 
account for 24,543 
of those tests (81%).  

- 8 of these AP© 
tests have pass 
rates below 40%; 
these 8 exams 
account for 74% of 
all AP© tests taken.



Question for Discussion:
What exams are Louisiana students most successful on?
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AP© Exams: Highest Pass Rates

16 different 
AP© exams 
statewide had a 
pass rate above 
50%; those 16 
exams only 
account for 
1,373 of all 
exams taken 
(12%)
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•Louisiana’s AP© test performance is improving at a faster rate than the national average, 

narrowing the gap from 29 percentage points in 2013-2014 to 19 percentage points in the 

most recent year.

•However, AP© participation and performance among Black and Latino students and 

economically disadvantaged students lag behind the overall average.

•The increase in AP© test participation over the last six years has been largely driven by 

students in 9th and 10th grade. Among these students, the most common subjects were 

Human Geography and U.S. Government.

Key Takeaways from Louisiana AP© Performance



Question for Discussion:
What are the biggest challenges to implementing AP© 

programs within your school system or at your school site?



Strategies for Improving AP© Access and Performance
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PSAT AP© Potential Report

AP Potential™ is a research-driven, free web-based tool that will help you identify AP students and 
choose the AP© courses that interest them. AP© Potential is rooted in a long line of research 
showing that PSAT/NMSQT scores, and by extension SAT scores, predict performance on specific 
AP© Exams — often with more accuracy than other traditionally used methods.

Available for any school, district, or state that administers any test in the SAT Suite of Assessments, 
this powerful resource will enable you to:

1. Support access to AP© for all academically prepared students
2. Develop a robust AP© program by identifying whether your school should expand its course 

offerings and/or increase the number of sections of AP© courses already offered

https://appotential.collegeboard.org/app/welcome.do
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PSAT AP© Potential Report
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AP© Classroom Platform

AP Classroom is a free online platform for AP© educator and students to utilize throughout 
the AP© Course. This platform includes the following resources:

• AP© Daily Videos
• Course and Exam Description
• Unit Guides
• Course Pacing Guides
• Topic Questions and Assignments for students
• Personal Progress Checks 
• Progress Dashboard
• Question Bank

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/instructional-resources/ap-classroom


Opportunities for AP© Teachers
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Professional Development Opportunities

AP© Readers 

• 266 Louisiana educators: AP© HS teachers (181) and faculty members (85) helped 
score AP© Exams in 2020 representing 1.1% of all readers.

AP©Professional Development Leaders 

• 2 experienced AP© teachers and university faculty serve as PD leaders. 

AP©Development Committee Members 

• 1 members are responsible for the content of AP© courses and exams.
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Professional Development Opportunities

Become an AP Reader: 

• AP© Readers score AP© Exams from home 

How to Apply
• Complete the application to become an AP© Reader. Applications are 

accepted year-round, but spots are limited. Invitations are sent February 
through May. Check out FAQs for more information.

Who Can Apply

• High School Teachers
• Must be AP© course authorized and currently teaching, with at least two years 

of experience teaching the course. Exception: teachers of a new AP© course 
who demonstrate appropriate expertise.

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/become-an-ap-reader
http://www.ets.org/scoring_opportunities/ap_scoring/
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Professional Development Opportunities

Advanced Placement Summer Institutes: 

• AP© Summer Institutes offer 30 or more hours of content-rich training designed to 
strengthen how educators teach their AP© courses. AP© educators will explore the 
following AP© resources in-depth: Unit Guides, Topic Questions, Personal Progress 
Checks, the AP© Question Bank, Instructional Planning Reports, Syllabus Development 
Guides, Sample Syllabi, and the AP© Community.

AP Online Community:

• The AP© Teacher Community is an online space for AP© teachers and coordinators to 
share strategies, ask questions, and communicate with teachers worldwide. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/workshops-summer-institutes/summer-institutes
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/ap-community
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Professional Development Opportunities

AP Mentoring:

• AP© Mentoring provides online, teacher-to-teacher support for AP© teachers of all 
experience levels through two programs: AP© Mentoring Full-Year, offering 10 
mentoring sessions over the course of the school year, and AP© Mentoring Spring 
Support, which offers four sessions in the months before the AP© Exam administration. 
Open to all teachers of AP© Computer Science A, AP© Computer Science Principles, AP© 
English Literature and Composition, AP© U.S. Government and Politics, and AP© U.S. 
History.

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/enroll-in-ap-mentoring
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AP© Funding Sources



LDOE Resources
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AP© Toolkits 

AP Toolkit 
• The department has released a series of Toolkits for Advanced 

Placement. These toolkits include general information on the AP 
program and specific information for administrators and AP 
Coordinators, educators and parents. They include information on 
deadlines and College Board processes and procedures related to 
Advanced Placement.

AP Summer Institute Virtual Guide

• The department has created a guide for virtual AP Summer 
Institutes for 2021. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/advanced-placement
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/ap-gen-info-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=7746991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/ap-admin-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=7146991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/ap-admin-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=7146991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/ap-educator-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=7046991f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/ap-parent-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=7b46991f_2
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/2021-ap-summer-institute-virtual-training.pdf?sfvrsn=74076718_2


Survey



For more information contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov 

mailto:meredith.mcgovern@la.gov
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


