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Assessment 31A: EOM Task 

Directions: Now that you have read so many stories from and about the Middle Ages, you are going to write your own for an 
audience of your teacher and peers!

The stories we have read feature characters who conform to their role in the medieval social order (like Tobias Burgess) or 
who challenge it and create their own identity (like Alyce). Both situations demonstrate society’s potential to support and 
limit identity development. 

Prompt: Your assignment is to write a narrative that is an “exploded moment.” The story should demonstrate how medieval society supports or 
limits your protagonist’s identity.

1 A Character’s Moment: Which character would you like to explore further? Choose one of these moments to “explode” 
with detail to really show the conflict your character is facing:

 � Tobias Burgess, when he goes on his next hunt—and meets a wild boar.

 � Tobias Burgess’s cousin, Beth, just as she has learned she’ll be married off to a noble lord in a far-away castle.

 � A villager, who figures out a way to avoid the boon-work at the harvest.

 � The Wife of Bath, who attempts to solve an argument between two pilgrims. 

 � The Midwife, who has been called to help a wealthy noblewoman. 

 � Edward, at the moment that Alyce finds him in the cowshed.

2 Identity in Society: Consider your character’s role in the medieval social order. What problem might result from that 
in this moment? How might that impact his or her identity? Demonstrate your understanding through your “exploded 
moment.” 

Criteria for Success:

Your goal with your “exploded moment” is to:

 � Demonstrate how medieval society supports or limits your protagonist’s identity.

 � Use dialogue, descriptive details, and sensory language to develop your setting, events, and characters.

 � Use details that clearly set your story in the Middle Ages.

 � Use a variety of sentence structures effectively.

 � Write a beginning that establishes character, point of view, and setting.

 � Write an ending that provides resolution.

 � Organize your plot sequence clearly so your reader can follow what is happening.

 � Write concisely, using precise language.

 � Use at least three words from your Vocabulary Journal. 

 � Demonstrate command of standard English grammar and spelling.
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