
Culminating Writing Task: Who is Kit most loyal to in The Witch of Blackbird Pond?
Write an argumentative essay to support your claim with clear reasons. Be sure to use
proper grammar, conventions, spelling, and grade-appropriate words and phrases. Cite
several pieces of textual evidence, including direct quotations and page numbers.

Unit Goal: Students read literary and informational texts to understand the influence of
family expectations and religious values on the development of one’s personal identity.
Students express their understanding of how informational texts in coordination with
literary texts enhance their comprehension of time periods and the theme and setting of
the novel.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_

Section 1

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

1 What is the central message of “The Road Not Taken”? Use evidence
from the poem to support your thoughts.

2 Using the unit question handout thought web, respond to this
question in your reading log in paragraph form: What does "The Road
Not Taken" teach us about what shapes our identity?

3 Describe the setting of The Witch of Blackbird Pond.
● Your description should be at least three sentences.

4 Work with a partner to update the Episodes & Character Response
Handout graphic organizer based on what we read in Chapter 2.

Section 2

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

5 What is the central idea of Michael Kaufman’s informational text,
“Puritans”?
Support your response with evidence from the text.

6 In your reading log, write a paragraph describing Kit’s character
according to the text. Use at least two of the following words in the
paragraph:

● Frivolity
● Persecuted
● Impulsively
● Aloof
● Begrudge



7 Whole group discussion: To whom is Kit most loyal?
● Support your ideas with evidence from the text.
● Use the conversation sentence stems and the charting Kit’s

choices graphic organizer to develop your response.

8 Respond to the question in your reading log:
● What evidence from the text supports the  claim in the gray box?
● Write the evidence and explain how it supports the claim.

Section 3

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

9 Respond to the following in your reading log.
● What is the central idea of the text?
● Support your response with evidence from the text.

10 Use your annotations and the conversation stems to respond to this
question:

● What does Kit learn about Puritan life and how does she respond
to this new knowledge?

11 Use your annotations and the conversation stems to respond to this
question:

● What does Kit learn about Puritan life and how does she respond
to this new knowledge?

● Incorporate these vocabulary words into your response: appalled,
tactlessness.

12 Use the charting Kit’s choices graphic organizer, the compare contrast
handout, and the conversation stems handout to respond to the
following:

● How is the historical context influencing Kit’s identity?
● Support your ideas with evidence from the text.

13 With a partner:
● Review your evidence chart.
● Determine your claim.
● Write the claim for your response on your CER handout.

○ (How the setting contributes to our understanding of Kit
and the setting.)

14 Complete the final draft of your response in your reading log. Make sure
you include:
A claim.



● Direct evidence from the text to support the claim.
● Reasoning that explains how the evidence supports the claim.

Section 4

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

15 Respond to the following in your reading log:
● How do political episodes and character responses impact the

plot in Chapter 6?
● Support your claim with evidence from the text.

16 Respond to the following in your reading log and support your response
with evidence from the text:

● How does Kit show she is adjusting to Puritan life?
● How does Kit show her beliefs and values in her role as teacher?

17 Review your annotations and think about the questions below, then use
conversation stems to share in a partner and whole class discussion:

● How does Kit show she is reaffirming her values and beliefs?
● How does this impact the plot?

18 Respond to the question below by writing a CER paragraph in your
reading log:

● How has Kit’s identity shifted since she came to Wethersfield?

Section 5

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

19 Respond to the following question in your reading log using the
sentence stems:  What impact does Kit’s relationship with Nat have on
her values and beliefs?

○ Kit’s relationship with Nat has a positive impact on her
values and beliefs because…



○ Kit’s relationship with Nat has a positive impact on her
values and beliefs, but…

○ Kit’s relationship with Nat has a positive impact on her
values and beliefs so…

20 Respond to the following question in your reading log:
○ How does historical context impact the plot in Chapter 15?

21 Respond to the following question in your reading log:
○ How does Speare use specific word choice and details to

foreshadow conflict in the plot?

22 Complete the historical context influence graphic organizer with a
partner.

Section 6

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

23 How is Kit cleared of the accusations of witchcraft?

24 Respond to the following question in your reading log:
○ How is the conflict of Kit’s identity finally resolved?

25 Respond to the question in your reading log:
○ What is the central idea of the text?

Section 7

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

26 Respond to these question in your reading log:
○ What is the author’s purpose in “Confessions of Salem

Jurors”?
○ Are the authors effective in conveying this purpose?

27 Complete the evidence chart with your group.

28 Finish the draft with your group by incorporating the suggestions made
by the wordsmith, the historical context checker, and your peer editors.

29 Finish revisions by adding details or sensory language to all of the circled
parts in your draft.

30 Finalize the narrative by including all of the peer edits.
● Review your final piece against the narrative writing rubric.



Section 8

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

31 Respond to the following question in your reading log:
○ To whom is Kit most loyal  in The Witch of Blackbird Pond?
○ Support your response with evidence from the text.

32 Respond to the following question in your reading log:
○ How does the theme of “Choices” relate to The Witch of

Blackbird Pond?


