
Unit Goal: Students read literary and informational texts to understand the value of
companionship, the joy of finding friends in unexpected places, and the significance of building a
community of different perspectives. Students express their understanding by explaining how
characters change throughout Because of Winn-Dixie based on the relationships formed
throughout the book. Students also engage in independent reading of texts based on similar
themes to further develop their understanding.

Culminating Writing Task: How do Opal and another character from Because of Winn-Dixie
interact and change through the series of events in the novel? What central message or lesson
can we learn by reading Because of Winn-Dixie? Write an essay that answers the questions and
demonstrates an understanding of the text. Provide examples from the story to support your
explanation.

Section 1

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

1 Write a summary of Chapters 1 and 2.

2 Why is dialogue important to the story? How do dialogue tags help to describe the
mood? Use an example from your chart to support your thinking.

3 How would the thoughts, words, feelings, and actions of Opal’s character be
different if the story was told from your point of view instead of Opal’s?

4 Complete the H-chart for the store manager and the preacher. Provide details of
each character, including their thoughts,  words, actions, and feelings.

Section 2

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

5 Listen while I reread page 14 aloud.  Answer the following question in your reading
log:
-How do Papa and Mama interact with each other?
-Discuss your answer with a partner.
-Use details from the text to support your thinking.

6 Review and discuss your sticky notes with your new partner. Sort your sticky notes
on your colored paper.

7 Answer the following question in your reading log:
-How do Mama Bellini’s feelings toward Chester change in The Cricket in Times
Square?



Section 3

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

8 Complete the summarization chart handout for Chapter 5.
-Refer to your completed signposts handout to help you organize your thinking.

9 Answer the following question in your reading log:
-How do the preacher’s actions move the plot of the text forward?

10 n/a- group self assessment

11 How is Opal thinking and acting differently since she met Miss Franny?

12 Why do you think Kate DiCamillo titled this book Because of Winn Dixie? Use
evidence to support your thinking. Write in complete sentences, using text evidence
sentence starters.

Section 4

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

13 Complete the rest of your Focusing on the Text handout. Be sure to: Identify the
main ideas, Include key details that build the main idea.  Add your own thinking
using the pictures and other text features.

14 Read the quotes displayed around the room. Identify a linking word or phrase.
Identify which two ideas the word or phrase connects, and determine why this
connection is important to the reader. Record your thoughts on the handout.

15 Answer the following question by writing a paragraph in your reading log. How do
images in a text contribute to my understanding of the text? Use evidence to
support your thinking, and write in complete sentences using text evidence
sentence starters.

16 Complete the main idea chart with your home group. Identify the key details from
the text that support the main idea and explain how each detail helps you
determine the main idea.

17 Publish your writing electronically. Be sure your electronic version includes: linking
words, evidence sentence starters, and appropriate spelling, grammar,
capitalization and punctuation.

18 Complete your jigsaw notetaker handout. Reread your recorded main idea for each
chapter. Write one sentence that represents the main idea of the whole book from
your discussions today.

19 Rewrite the main events of the text from Owen’s perspective with a partner.

20 Write your own conclusion sentence to the story of Owen and Mzee from Mzee’s
point of view in your reading log.



Section 5

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

21 Put these events in order on your handout:
○ Gloria offers advice on judging others.
○ Gloria becomes friends with Opal and Winn Dixie.
○ Gloria shows Opal her bottle tree of “ghosts”.
● Explain how each event moves the story forward.

22 Answer the following question by writing a paragraph in your reading log: How
does Gloria’s bottle tree help us to understand a theme of Because of Winn Dixie?

23 You will have approximately 40 minutes to read “An Unusual Friendship” and
answer questions 1-8.

Section 6

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

24 How do the illustrations in Amos and Boris contribute to the meaning of the text?

25 How is the theme of Amos and Boris similar to the theme of Because of Winn
Dixie?

26 Describes how the characters’ feelings, traits, and motivations cause the main
events of the story to happen. (Includes details that connect to the theme.  Uses
evidence sentence frames.)

Section 7

Lesson # Let’s Express Our Understanding

27 What did we learn about Opal’s character in chapter 16? Consider how Opal,
Amanda, and Ms. Franny interact.  Use details about Opal’s actions to describe her
character.

28 With your partner, complete the companionship notetaker handout for Chapters
15-19.

29 How is the value of companionship and the message that friends come from
unexpected places conveyed through Because of Winn Dixie? Write in complete
sentences, using your RACER handout to guide you.

30 Work with your partner to write a summary of Chapters 22-24.  Use at least two
compound sentences in your summary.


