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Our Vision

Every student in Louisiana 
will receive a high-quality 
education that will allow 
them to become contributing 
citizens with equitable 
opportunities for their future.



Our Mission

To empower teachers and instructional 
leaders in Louisiana districts to leverage 
high-impact strategies and curriculum as 
a catalyst for instructional improvement 
and student success.



How We Work
If we expect Louisiana's students to meet the high expectations of 
the standards, then teachers must be equipped with high-quality 
curriculum and authentic, ongoing professional learning that 
prepares students to succeed.



Courtney Dumas
CEO
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Guidebooks Unit Study Tool Part 2:
Text at the Center
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• Deepen and extend understanding of the importance of 
knowledge building through texts

• Describe the structure and purpose of conceptually coherent text 
sets in the Guidebooks curriculum

• Learn and apply Step 2 of the Unit Study Process (Text at the 
Center) by analyzing how each text supports knowledge building 
within the unit and supports completion of the Culminating Task 

Session Objectives
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How do I leverage the Guidebooks 3.0 Unit Study Tool 
resources to prepare to teach a unit?

Unit Study Tool
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• Supports you in deeply internalizing/owning the 
content you will teach

• Helps you understand the intentionality of the 
coherence of each unit

• Creates a path towards a usable plan to target 
students’ needs.

Why is Unit Studying Important?
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Purpose of Unit Study

IS TO:

➔ Build understanding and 
ownership

➔ Provide a starting point to 
internalize the unit

➔ Illuminate the intentional 
backwards design of the 
unit

IS NOT TO:

➔ Engage in an exercise in 
copying and pasting

➔ Complete a form for 
compliance
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Review the Unit Study Tool: Step 2

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?
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Overview of the Process

Step 1: Start with the End in 

Mind

Step 2: Text at the Center

Step 3: Tracing High-Leverage 

Knowledge and Skills Through 

Assessment
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Step 2: Grounded in the Knowledge Shift
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Remember the Baseball Study

• With sufficient prior 
knowledge, “low ability” 
students performed similarly 
to “high ability” students. 

• Knowledge has a much 
greater impact on 
comprehension than reading 
ability.
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Knowledge Building

“Knowledge” is more than just putting more informational texts 
in front of students!

It’s about intentionally building students’ knowledge of the 
world through engagement with rich texts, which in turn 

enables them to comprehend increasingly complex texts in the 
future.
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Knowledge Building

How does Guidebooks build knowledge and support students 
with complex texts?

Each Guidebook unit was designed around a coherent and 
cohesive sets of texts on a single topic or theme.



18

Knowledge Building

Each text set is… 

• Closely connected around a single 

topic or concept

• A combination of literary, 

informational, and nonprint texts 

• Intentionally sequenced to build 

knowledge and vocabulary
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Guidebook Units Support Knowledge 
& Vocabulary Growth
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Our Shared Unit: Because of Winn Dixie

Text: Because of Winn Dixie

Unit Goal: Students read literary and informational texts to 
understand the influence of family expectations and 
religious values on the development of one’s personal 
identity. Students express their understanding of how 
informational texts in coordination with literary texts 
enhance their comprehension of time periods and the 
theme and setting of the novel.
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Overview of the Unit Study Process

Step 1: Start with the End in 

Mind

Step 2: Text at the Center

Step 3: Tracing High-Leverage 

Knowledge and Skills Through 

Assessment
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Overview of the Unit Study Process

Let’s Reflect on the Importance of this Step: 

• How might our pacing and instruction suffer if we do not take 
this important step of reading all texts before we begin 
teaching the unit?

• What might the unintended consequences be for our students 
if we do not read all of the texts in our unit in advance?
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Let’s Practice! Step Two

Step 2: Text at the Center

• Text Title

• What knowledge should students gain 

from reading this text? What is most 

important for students to 

know/understand through reading this 

text? 

• How does this text and the knowledge it 

provides support students in successfully 

completing the Culminating Task?
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Let’s Practice! Step Two

Step 2: Text at the Center

• Text Title

• What knowledge should students gain 

from reading this text? What is most 

important for students to 

know/understand through reading this 

text? 

• How does this text and the knowledge it 

provides support students in successfully 

completing the Culminating Task?
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Step 2: Text at the Center
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1. List the titles of the texts
2. Record the knowledge students 

will gain from reading this text
3. Summarize how the knowledge 

gained in this text will support 
students in successfully 
completing the Culminating 
Task

Step 2: Text at the Center
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Let’s Discuss

What makes the text set for Because of Winn Dixie conceptually 
coherent? 

How do the texts work together to build students’ knowledge and set 
them up for success on the Culminating Task?
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The Importance of Complexity
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Step 2: Text at the Center

• What features of complexity will 
students likely struggle with?
• After analyzing the text 

using the qualitative text 
analysis, capture your 
overall findings below.

Step 2: Text at the Center
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“The close readings that are woven throughout the 
curriculum, often involve grappling as students have a first 

go at reading complex texts. The process is carefully 
scaffolded so that students have the experience of pushing 

through challenging material in a way that leads to 
success, not to frustration.” 

(Woodfin & Plaut, 2017)
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What makes a task complex?

Why is it important to understand the complex 

features of a text? 

Let’s Start by Exploring...
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Three Factors of Complexity

Inherent to the Text

• Quantitative Measures
• Qualitative Features

Teacher Considerations

• Reader and Task
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Three Factors of Complexity

• Represents text complexity as a 
numerical value – for example: 
820L

• Determined by a computer
• Based on:

• Sentence length
• Word frequency 
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Staircase of Qualitative Complexity
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Complexity is More Than Just a Number
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Three Factors of Complexity

Inherent to the Text

• Quantitative Measures
• Qualitative Features

Teacher Considerations

• Reader and Task
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Features of Qualitative Complexity

• Text Structure 
• Language Features 
• Meaning (“Purpose” for 

Informational Texts)
• Knowledge Demands
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Features of Qualitative Complexity

• Organization

• Text Features

• Connections between 

ideas

● Layers of meaning

● Concept complexity

● Subtle them

● Vocabulary

● Sentence Length and Structure

● Figurative Language

● Historical Language or Dialects

● Content Knowledge

● Disciplinary Knowledge

● Intertextuality

● Background and 

Experiences
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Rubrics for Qualitative Complexity
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Step 2: Text at the Center

Compare the Qualitative Features of 
Complexity graphic to the Rubric for 
Literary Texts

Discuss:

• What do you notice and wonder 
about the rubric?

• What connections do you see 
between the qualitative features of 
complexity graphic and the rubric? 
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Step 2: Text at the Center

Text Structure

Language Features

Meaning

Knowledge Demands
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Step 2: Text at the Center

• What features of complexity will 
students likely struggle with?

Step 2: Text at the Center
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Qualitative Complexity Analysis
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Let’s Practice

Text: 

The Cricket in Times Square by 
George Selden

Reflect: 

Why would this novel be included 
in this unit?
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Let’s Practice

● Read the text
● Determine the big ideas of this 

text. What should students learn by 
reading it? 

● Analyze and annotate using the 
Text Complexity Rubric for Literary 
Texts: What makes this text 
complex? What might be 
challenging about this text for 
students?
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Cricket Excerpt

“So?” said Mama, craning over the counter. “What now?

“I found a cricket!” Mario exclaimed. He picked the insect up very gently between his thumb and 

forefinger and held him out for his parents to see.

Mama studied the little black creature carefully. “It’s a bug,” she pronounced finally. “Throw it 

away.”

Mario’s happiness fell in ruins. “No, Mama,” he said anxiously. “It’s a special kind of bug. Crickets are 

good luck.”

“Good luck, eh? Mama’s voice had a way of sounding very dry when she didn’t believe something. 

“Cricketers are good luck- so I suppose ants are better luck. And cockroaches are the best luck of all. 

Throw it away.”

“Please, Mama, I want to keep him for a pet.”

“No bugs are coming to my house,” said Mama. “We’ve got enough already with the screens full of 

holes. He’ll whistle to his friends- they’ll come from all over- we’ll have a house full of cricketers.
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Cricket Excerpt

“No, we won’t,” said Mario in a low voice. “I’ll fix the screens.” But he knew it was no use 

arguing with Mama. When she had made up her mind, you might as well try to reason with the 

Eighth Avenue subway.

“How was selling tonight?” asked Papa. He was a peaceful man and always tried to head off 

arguments. Changing the subject was something he did very well.

“Fifteen papers and four magazines,” said Mario. “And Paul just bought a Sunday Times.”

“No one took a Musical America, or anything else nice?” Papa was very proud that his 

newsstand carried all of what he called the “quality magazines.”

“No,” answered Mario.

“So you spend less time playing with cricketers, you’ll sell more papers,” said Mama.

“Oh now now,” Papa smoothed her. “Mario can’t help it if nobody buys.”
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Cricket Excerpt

“You can tell the temperatures with crickets too,” said Mario. “You can count the number of 

chirps in a minute, divide by four, and add forty. They’re very intelligent.”

“Who needs a cricket thermometer?” said Mama. “It’s coming on summer, it’s New York- it’s 

hot. And how do you know so much about cricketers? Are you one?”

“Jimmy Lebovski told me last summer,” said Mario.

“Then give it to the expert Jimmy Lebovski,” said Mama. “Bugs carry germs. He doesn’t come 

in the house.”

Mario looked down at his new friend in the palm of his hand. Just for once he had been really 

happy. The cricket seemed to know that something was wrong. He jumped onto the shelf and crept 

into the matchbox.
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Cricket Excerpt

“He could keep it here in the newsstand,” suggested Papa.

Mario jumped at that idea. “Yes, and then he wouldn’t have to come home. I could feed him here, 

and leave him here, and you’d never have to see him,” he said to Mama. “And when you took the stand, 

I’d bring him with me.”

Mama paused. “Cricketer,” she said scornfully. “What do we want with a cricketer?”

“What do we want with a newsstand?” said Papa. “We got it- let’s keep it.” There was something 

resigned, but nice, about Papa.

“You said I could have a dog,” said Mario, but I never got him. And I never got a cat, or a bird, or 

anything. I wanted this cricket for my pet.”

“He’s yours, then,” said Papa. And when Papa spoke in a certain quiet tone- that was all there was 

to it. Even Mama didn’t dare disagree.

She took a deep breath. “Oh well,” she sighed. And Mario knew it would be alright.
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Cricket Excerpt

Mama’s saying “oh well” was her way of giving in. “But only on trial he stays. At the first sign 

of the cricketer friends, or if we come down with peculiar diseases- out he goes!”

“Yes, Mama, anything you say,” said Mario.

“Come on, Mario,” Papa said. “Help me close up.”

Mario held the matchbox up to his eye. He was sure the cricket looked much happier, now 

that he could stay. “Good night,” he said. “I’ll be back in the morning.”

“Talking to it yet!” said Mama. I’ve got a cricketer for a son.”         

Papa took one side of the cover to the newsstand, Mario the other, and together they fitted it 

on. Papa locked it. As they were going downstairs to the trains, Mario looked back over his 

shoulder. He could almost feel the cricket, snugged away in his matchbox bed, in the darkness.
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Cricket Excerpt

Chester leaned his black little head up against the bars of the cricket cage. “Not this time,” he 

said. “Mama’s got her mind made up. I don’t blame her either. I wish I’d never come to New York.”

“Oh, Chester,” wailed Tucker Mouse, “don’t say that! You’ll make me feel like a rat. And I’m 

only a mouse.”

“It’s not your fault, Tucker,” said Chester. “But I’ve been nothing but bad luck to them since I 

came.”

Without knowing what he was doing, the cricket began to chirp to ease his feelings. He found 

that it helped somehow if you sang your sadness. He wasn’t paying much attention and just by 

accident he played the first few notes of an Italian folk song he had heard the night before. It was 

so melancholy, and yet so sweet, that it fitted his mood exactly.
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Cricket Excerpt

Mama Bellini was untying a bundle of Herald Tribunes when she heard the chirping. At first 

she didn’t know what it was. “Che cos’ e questa?” she said in Italian, which means, “What’s that?”

Chester stopped playing.

“Chi Cantava?” said Mama. “Who was singing?

 Mario looked at his mother. Usually when she spoke in Italian it meant that she was in a good 

mood. But that it couldn’t be true today.

Now Tucker Mouse was a very good judge of character- both animal and human. He thought 

he heard a kind of softness in Mama Bellini’s voice. “Play some more,” he whispered to Chester.

“She hates me,” said Chester. “It’ll only make her more angry.”

“Do as I tell you!” commanded the mouse urgently.
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Cricket Excerpt

So Chester started to chirp again. He was in such disgrace anyway, what difference could it make? The 

piece he was playing was called “Come Back to Sorrento,” and by the greatest good luck, it happened to be 

Mama Bellini’s favorite song. Back in Naples, Italy, when Papa was courting her before they came to 

America, he used to come beneath her window on a moonlit night and sing this ballad to the plunking of 

an old guitar. As the cricket chirped, the whole scene came back to Mama: the still, warm night, the moon 

shining down on the velvety Bay of Naples, and Papa singing to her. Tears welled up in her eyes as she 

thought of the bygone times, and very softly she began to murmur the words to the song.

Mario was dumbfounded. He stared astonished at the cricket cage and then at his mother. It was just 

as marvelous for his mother to be singing as it was for a cricket to chirp familiar songs. Sometimes, when 

she was very happy, Mama Bellini whistled, and once or twice Mario had heard her hum. But now here she 

was crying and warbling like an Italian nightingale!

Chester finished “Come Back to Sorrento.”
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Cricket Excerpt

“Keep it up! Keep it up!” squeaked Tucker Mouse. “She’s a sucker for sad songs.”

 Before Mama’s mood had a chance to wear off, Chester began chirping the selections from opera 

that he had played during the party. Mama didn’t know the words to the operas, but she hummed some 

of the tunes along with him. Mario was as still as stone.

Papa Bellini came back from the locksmith’s. Coming down the stairs he was surprised not to hear 

his wife and Mario calling out the newspapers. But when he got nearer to the newsstand, he was even 

more surprised to hear the strains of the grand March from Aida coming from the cricket cage.

“He chirps opera?!” exclaimed Papa. His eyes look as big and startled as two hard-boiled eggs.

Shhh,” said Mama with a wave of her hand.

Chester’s memory for music was perfect. He had to hear a piece only once to remember it forever. 

When he had finished all the operatic numbers, he stopped. “Should I go on with the pop tunes?” he 

whispered to Tucker Mouse, who was still hidden behind the Kleenex box.
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Cricket Excerpt

“Wait a while,” said Tucker. “See what happens.”

        Mama Bellini had a dreamy look in her eyes. She put her arm around her son and said, 

“Mario, no cricketer who sings ‘Torna a Surrento’ so beautifully could possibly start a fire. He can 

stay awhile longer.

        Mario threw his arms around his mother’s neck.

        “You hear? You hear?” squealed Tucker Mouse. “You can stay! Oh boy oh boy oh boy! And 

this is only the beginning. I’ll be your manager-okay?”

        “Okay,” said Chester.

        And so began the most remarkable week in Chester Cricket’s- or any cricket’s- life.
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Cricket Excerpt
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Reader and Task

Consider:

• Age of students and 
developmentally appropriate 
content

• Specific needs of the students
• Engagement and motivation
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Capture Your Learning

• What are the qualitative 
features that make a text 
complex?

• How can analyzing a text’s 
qualitative complexity 
support high-quality 
instruction?
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• Deepen and extend understanding of the importance of 
knowledge building through texts

• Describe the structure and purpose of conceptually coherent text 
sets in the Guidebooks curriculum

• Learn and apply Step 2 of the Unit Study Process (Text at the 
Center) by analyzing how each text supports knowledge building 
within the unit and supports completion of the Culminating Task 

Session Objectives
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this session 
using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.



61

Title

Contact us! admin@edutwentytwenty.com 

/edutwentytwenty /edutwentytwenty

mailto:admin@edutwentytwenty.com
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